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THE LAMENT OF
THE RIGHTEOUS SUFFERER

FOR ONE YEAR and yet another the crisis continued,

[ gazed about seeing everywhere evil, evil,

Falsehood is heaped up against me, justice | cannot find.

i cried out to my god, but he revealed not his face.

| implored my goddess, but she showed me no favor.

The soothsayer my difficulty has not solved,

The dream-interpreter has not clarified my case,

Of the phantom spirit | sought grace, but he did not enlighten me,
Nor could the incantation priest propitiate my curse,

Which ritual varies the world around.

\ 1llooked around and trouble is my pursuer;

Like one whose god is not [ibated,

Like one whose goddess is not invoked,

As one who does not make obeisance, refrains from bowing down,
In whose mouth prayer and supplication are discontinued,
Having not participated in holy and sacred days,

Even neglecting the rituals divine,

As one who has not taught his folk in reverence and prayer,
His god unpropitiated, has devoured his food,

Who has forsaken his god, his sacrifice unoffered—

Like one gotten sleepy and his lord has forgot,

As one who took lightly a solemn ocath; do | thus appear.

\ However, as for myself | attended to supplication and prayer,
For me, prayer was my method, sacrifice my rule,

The day of the god’s worship my pleasure,

The time of the god’s procession, my gain, my abundance.
The benediction for the king was my joy, '

And the music accompanying; what a delight.

| taught my countrymen to observe the god’s rites,
Instructed my people to value his name.

As if a deity, | praised the king,

Respect for the palace, the people | taught.

Would that | knew that these were acceptable to my god,
For what is right for oneself is a crime to a god,

What one considers a disgrace, to a god is good.

Who has learned the plan of the heavenly gods,

Who knows the scheme of the Nether World,

Where have mortals comprehended the way of the gods!
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Who last night was healthy, this moming passed away,

He who was momentarily depressed, suddenly becomes boisterous.

Momentarily he sings songs of joy,

Then like a moumer he wails searing groans,

Their mood changes as the wink of an eve.

When they are famished they become as cadavers,
Whereas when sated they vie with the gods.

When feeling well, they talk of ascending to heaven,
When depressed, of descending to the shades. . .

\ [ have taken to a bed of bondage through a corridor of pain,
My dwelling has become like a prison for me,

My very flesh is my fetters, my arms are throwm down,
My shackles are my impotent feet,

My wounds are most painful, my scars are severe,

The Lament of the Right-
eous Sufferer 1s atranslation of
an ancient Assyrian poem
whose author is unknown. As
we commemorate our martyrs,
this poem reflects the torment
of the Assyrian Nation through-
out ages. In many respects, we
believe, it is as timely today as it
was thousands of years ago.

- Nineveh

A pestilence has felled me, the agony intense,
The whip slashes me, the spurring cuts deep.
All the day long, the tormentor torments,
Nor ever at night a moment’s release,

Lest We Forget

Fifty years ago last August,

By my paralysis my tendons are loosed,

My very joints are parted withal.

In the midst of my offal, I passed the night like an ox,
Wallowing in my dung, like a sheep in the night.
The incantation priest feared a sickness in my veins,
The ready diviner mistook my portents,

Nor has the enchanter known my disease,

Nor the end of my illness the medium found.

My god has not helped me, nor taken my hand,

No goddess has pitied, nor come to my side.

Now stands the grave open, the jewelry prepared,
Before | was dead, the mourning was finished,
“How unjust your lot’/ all my kinfolk remarked.

My ill wisher’s face lit up when he heard,

The woman who hated me, her mood became bright.
The very daylight to darkness was tumed,
The Sun of my family and friends became black.

3000 Assyrian men, women
and children were murdered
and thousands of others were
left homeless in Assyria, Mes-
opotamia (Iraq) by the Arab
soldiers. No Assyrian ought to
forget the Simil Massacres.
The honor of those who died in
these massacres gives us
reason to live with pride, dig-
nity and hope.

Nineveh

MANY ARE DEAD . . .
MANY ARE LIVING . . :

BUTMOSTARE YET TO BE BORN.
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Letters to
NINEVEH

Editor,

[ have on my desk the No. 5 issue (Volume 5) of
Nineveh. It was brought to me by an Assyrian lady.
Great was my happiness when [ saw on the cover the
picture of Prof. Ashur Yoosuf of whom [ have the honor

-of being the granddaughter,

I would like to inform you that my name 1s Knarig,
and 1 am the daughter of Alice Yoosuf-Nazarian, herself
the daughter of the Prof. Ashur Yoosuf. [ moved to Los
Angeles in 1970 with my husband and three children to
join my mother. I am a poetess. [ have already one bock
of poems published in English, in the United States, and
[ have won many awards and prizes in various poetry
contests. I have been invited 1o be a member of the
National League of American Pen Women of which |
am the vice president of the Santa Monica branch. | was
invited to attend the Fifth World Congress of Poets,
held in San Francisco, two years ago, and also the Sixth
World Congress of Poets, held in Madrid in 1982

Dr. Knarig Boyadjian
Los Angeles, Calif.

Shiomo and Questions from Sweden

We are delighted to read in Mineveh about the new
Assyrian word-processing system. Indeed, it is of para-
mount importance to have such a system for our Assy-
rian language. However, we have some questions that
we would like you to answer:

What is the price of such a system delivered to
Sweden?,

Can the two types of our Assyrian alphabet (the
Eastern and Western letters) be used with this system?
Can we use this system for Arabic language? Our
monthly magazine, Hujada, the voice of the Assyrian
Federation in Sweden, is in need of such a system. We
send you, and through you to the developers of this
timely system, our ardent and hearty congratulations.
Please accept our fraternal greetings.

Yours in Assyrianism,

Youhanon Quashisho
Editor in Chief
Hujada

Nineveh's Wote:

Mr. Belus Yadgar.

All ingquiries about
The Assyrian Word-Processing System
have been forwarded to its developer,
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Assyrian Star Questions

I read with great interest Mr. Belus Yadgar’s article
relative to the Assyrian word-processing system. This,
indeed, 1s a major step forward and should contribute to
the preservation of our language. The result, in my
opinion, justifies a year’s effort by this dedicated
Assyrian.

[ would like the foliowing pertinent questions
answered: :

1. Why was it necessary to design the new Assyrian
alphabel. We do have Assyrian letters available that
would produce more conventional characters.

2. Would it invelve a painstaking and time consum-
ing effort were the hand designed letters substituted by
the conventional ones?

3. What are the procedures invelved should use be
made of the system? This would include the time, cost,
etc.

Apgain, may | congratulate my namesake on this
accomplishment.

Bailis Yamlikha Shamun
Managing Editor

The Assyrian Star
Chicago, 111,

Foundation Appreciated

The Assyrian Students Society, Northridge, would
like to extend its deepest appreciation for your most
generous contribution aiding to the advancement of our
society.

Your support for future projects slated by our society,
such as: Assyrian Language Classes, Scholarship Fund
Raisers and many other ventures 15 at this time most
respectfully soliciled. We are sure your interest (n
advanced education for our youth is of great importance
to you as it is to our membership. Your financial support
simply draws us closer to this most revered goal -
Education.

Thanks again for your support,

Yours in Assyrianism,

Bel W. Lazar, President
Assyrian Students Society
Northridge, Calif,

Nineveh Five Months Late

Thank you for publishing my letter in your issue of
Nineveh dated Second Quarter 1983 distributed in late
July.

But may | hasten to point out that 1 did receive,
eventually, a sample copy of the Assprian Star (on April
6) and the Voice of Assyrians (on May 25) — for which |
thank them.

My published letter, written Ma: ' was intended
to appear in your First Quarter 1.3 issue, which,
obviously, it missed. It was written two months after I'd
asked for, and not received, sample copies, and was
published by you five months Jater.

M. K. Pius
Turlock, Calif,




A New Book on the Assyrian Churches

[ am presently writing on the Eastern Churches specif-
ically the Syrian Orthodox and the “Nestorian™ Assy-
rian Church. 1 need information about the present con-
dition, religious hierarchy, rituals and activities of the
“Nestorian™ Assyrian Church in both the Middle East
and America.

i will be most grateful if you would kindly provide me
with such information and references to source
materials.

With many thanks. _
Matti Moosa

Professor of History
Gannon University

Nineveh'’s Note: Erie, Penn.
Dr. Matti Moosa’s Letter was for-

warded to the Voice From the East,

Chicago, Il

Front for Non-Muslims Proposed

On behalf of the American Coptic Association, I
would like to thank you for publishing two articles on
the Copts (Egypt’s Christians) in your Nineveh maga-
zine. l am proposing the establishment of a union of the
non-Muslim peoples in the area (Copts, Assyrians,
Chaldeans, and Maronites) and of those who reside in
the free world to make a front to defend the human
rights of their people in the Middle East.

Please send me articles about the Assyrians and their
problems in the Middle East.

Best wishes,

Shawky F. Karas, Ed.D.
President of the American
Coptic Association,
Jersey City, New Jersey

Assyrian Genocides Recalled
Dear Sir:

In recalling the sufferings of the Armenians during
and after the first world war, it is fitting to bear in mind
also the Assyrian or “Nestorian” Christians of the Hak-
kiari mountains to the south of Lake Van, who were
driven from thetr homes and never returned.

When Britain handed over power in Iraq, it recog-
nized at the League of Nations an obligation towards the
Assyrian refugees in that country. Assyrians had served
in the levies under the British crown and our duty
towards the refugees was clear. But 50 years ago this
month, when Assyrians were being massacred and their
villages plundered, the British government of the time
not only was unwilling to protect the refugees but also
acquiesced in the deportation of their patriarch. Qur
Mesopotamian friends were expendable, but our oil
interests were not,

George Huxley

THE ECONOMIST SEFTEMBER 3, 1963 Belfast

Islam and Christianity Incompatible?
Sir:

Fr. Faricy's article (The Tablet, 9 April) contains the
extraordinary sentence: “Allah is the same God whom
we worship.” But Christianity is trinitarian and Islam is
not. The Christian doctrine of the Trinity is so distinc-
tive that the possibility of any “ecumenical dialogue”
with Islam is ruled out, let alore “worship.” Muslim
theology is certain that the prophet Jesus is a created
being, and that the followers of Jesus corrupted the faith
of Jesus, who was true to Islam, and that they have
continued to corrupt it ever since. Nobody who knows
Robert Faricy can doubt his sincere, enthusiastic ecu-
menism but we are bound to doubt his knowledge of the
Qur’an and modern Islam. Sura 5.72 of the Qurian says:
“They are infidels who say the Messiah is the son of
Mary. Their abode shall be the Hell of fire.” Sura 5.73
comments on the Trinity: “Unbelievers say, surely God
is one in three, a grievous torment shall meet them.” But
it is not only the niceties of Christian orthodoxy which
concern the observer. The Christian situation in Muslhim
countries has never looked so bleak. Recent develop-
ments have again raised the question, “Is an Arab Chris-
tianity possible?” An increasing number of Christians
would answer “No.” For the first time in church history
the Assyrian Patriarch is in exile in Chicago. All his
predecessors lived in Persia. In the 7th century the Assy-
rian Church was the largest in the world, occupying the
largest territory. Now His Holiness Mar Dinkha IV
presides over 80 communities scattered across the world.
The Syrian Patriarch was, according to last reports,
hemmed in to a tiny enclave of Damascus under guard.
The Coptic Patriarch is imprisoned in the Western
Desert. The Armenians are generally refugees but in
spite of their previous experiences they attempt to live
peaceably within Islam. Karekin II survives in the ruins
of Beirut. The massive Christian migration of the last 20
years continues at high speed. Australia, Canada and
the United States have substantial communities of
Copts, Syrians and Assyrians.

Islamic states cannot accommodate a church in their
midst. The imprisonment of Pope Shenouda and the
appalling condition of the Coptic Orthodox Church in
Egypt are warnings. The Egyptian constitutional crisis
over the place of the Sharia, the Islamic penal code, is
one example of the threat posed to human rights. Other
lands are contemplating the introduction of Sharia
which deprives non-Muslims of basic human rights,

John Watson
Norwich, Conn.

Nineveh's Note: This letter is a reprint from The Tabler, 23 April 1983,

NINEVEH

ASSYRIAN FOUNDATION OF AMERICA
1920 San Pablo Avenue
Berkeley, CA 94702




Simel Revisited

Triumphant Iraqi Troops
March to Civil War Tune

BAGDAD, lIrag, Aug. 26 - To the strains of
“Marching Through Georgia,” played by an Arab mil-
itary band, lraqi Moslem troops marched through
Bagdad today on their return from successful opera-
tions against Assyrian Christians. They were ac-
claimed by a wildly enthusiastic populace.

The troops were preceded on the march through the
city by thousands of admirers, some of whom carried
big sticks while others waved daggers. They shouted:
“Long live the King, the Crown Prince and our victor-
ious army!”

Veiled women on verandas overiooking the streets
showered confetti on the soldiers.

New York Times, Auvg. 27, 1933,

Nothing can excuse the acts
of savagery with which the
Assyrians were visited in the
summer of 1933, and the mas-
sacre which took place is a
shameful blot on the pages of
Arab history.

George Antonius,
Author of The Arab Awakening,
1946

The Kurds are the largest of Irag’s national groups,
but they are not alone in suffering persecution at the
hands of the Baghdad Government. Despite assurances
issued to the League of Nations as a condition of admis-
sion to that organization in 1932, the Iraqis began their
first years of independent statehood with a massacre of
the Assyrian community when, in 1933, at least twenty
Assyrian viilages were razed by Iragi military forces
after a minor dispute between border guards and an
Assyrian delegation returning from Syria in search of a
haven for their community escalated into a full-fledged
pogrom. Colonel Bekr Sidqi, who later became Prime
Minister of Irag, was promoted to the rank of General,
owing to his “heroic” Jeadership in the Assyrian massa-
cres. He was responsible for ptans toward a “final solu-
tion” of the Assyrian problem, and while he was not
successful in effecting a cormplete genocide, he did suc-
ceed in generally eliminating the Assyrian presence from
Irag through forced emigration.

Religion and Politics in the Middle Eas:. edited by Dr. Michael Curtis.
Westview Press, Boulder, Colorado. 1981,

The New Siaresman and Nation, Aug. 26, 1933,

Assyrians and the League

The Mar Shimum has petitioned the League about the
plight of the Assyrians. This petition was sent in virtue
of the declaration made to the League Council by the
Iraqi Government accepting the principles of the treaties
for the League protection of minorities, It has been
circulated “ urgently,” which means that, contrary to
ordinary procedure, it has been communicated simul-
taneously to the Members of the Council and to the Iraq
Government, and that it will automatically come before
a ** Minorities Committee ” composed of the President and
two Members of the Council, who will repert 1o the
Council.  Since minonues cannot themselves put any
guestion on the Council’s Agenda, it is the duty of some
Government Member of the Council to bring the question
to the attention of the Council. Now the British Goverzn-
ment has more influence over the Iraqi Government than
all the rest of the Council put together. It was the British
Government which insisted upon terminating the mandate
and getting Iraq admitted into the League. In order to
dispel the misgivings ezpressed at the time by the Man-
dates Commuission and by other Members of the Council,
the British Government expressed the view that the
assurances of the Iraqi Government on the one hand and
the working of the League system for protecting minorities
on the other gave all the requisite guarantees. Out
Government said :  Should Irag prove herself unworthy
of the confidence which has been placed in her, the moral
responsibility must rest with H.M. Government.” That
to-day is just where the moral responsibility does rest.

The New Statesman and Nation, Nov. 4, 1933,

THE ASSYRIAN MASSACRE

SIR,~The official denials of your reports of the Assvrian
massacres by General Jaafar Pasha, the Iragi Minister, are interest-
ing. May I quote the following ? .

Manchester Guardran (August 2181). . . . A second telegram
from Nuri Pasha (Iraqi Foreign Minister) :

‘' MNo massacre took place in Iraq. The only fighting was

between armed Assyrian rebels, . . . The fighting was limited
to those rebels . . . all loss of lifc was among these fighting
patties and the Government forces only . . . ete.”

Daily Telegraph (August z3rd) :

“ General Jaafar Pashe denied last evening the statement . . .
that the Iraqi Government wcere a parry to the massacre of
Assyrian women, children, or old men.”

Tintes (October 21st), reporting the speech at Geneva of General
Yassin Pasha, Iraqi Foreign Minister :

* But during the necessary repression of the revolt excesses
had unquestionably beea comumnirted by the Iragi Regular Troops ;
Irregulars had been allowed to pillage villages and innocent
persons had suffered. The Iragi Government deplored these
excesses.”

A Government censorship that is so strict that it misleads its
own Ministers upon important points appears Gilbertian,

Cavalry Club, Pumir S. MUMEORD

127 Piccadilly, W.1,

*Was a British Special Service

officer in Iraq.
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THE SIMEL MASSACRE -

. 1933

On May 7th, an Arab officer living next docr to
the Patriarchate complained that stones were thrown
into his house. The Patriarchal house was accused
and the accusation was extended to other Assyrians.
The Police took the matter up and stated, as a
result of their investigations, that they failed to
know the source of the stones.

By the 15th of May, the whole quarter was vaca-
ted by the Arab officers living there, inciuding
Bakr Sidqy, and other officials. The Army occupied
all the strategic points around the town of Mosul,
On the 13th, the Patriarch met the Mutasarrif to
discuss the situation with him. He stated that he
himself did neot know what the military arrangements
were for and recommended that the Patriarch should
meet Bakr Sidgi. The Mutasarrif telephoned to Bakr
Sidgy who replied that he was unable to see the
Patriarch that day but would do so the following
day. That day never came. On the 16th, the
Assyrians in Mosul were asked to surrender their
arms.

As Assyrian levies were also accused, the Air
Vice~-Marshal came from Baghdad and after holding a
Commission of Enquiry and finding the falsehood of
the accusation, the case was closed and thus the
plot was averted. The accused Assyrians after being
sent for trial were acquitted.

In order to be able to carry on the plot suc—
cessfuliy later, almost all the Assyrians in the
Police force were transferred from Mosul to the
Scuth of iraq.

After the battle of 4/6 August, as already nar-
rated, the Assyrian combatants returned to Syria
where they now remain under French protection. The
Assyrian Nation should never fail to express its
gratitude for this act of humanity and justice which
France has tazken. The Iraq army returned to Mosul
and right through its way began a systematic mas-—
sacre, which commenced on August 7th when Qaimaqgam
Zakho Ahmad al! Dibuni tortured to death forty-six
Assyrians while the Iraq army executed any Assyrian
it met on its way back. While this was going on ,
pamphlets signed by the Irag government were dropped
by British aeroplanes as well gave the Assyrians an
implicit assurance of their safety without which
they would have hesitated in responding under the
prevailing circumstances.

The wholesale massacre was
urated on the 11th of August. The massacre zone is
15/30 miles from Mosul which is linked up with
telephone, telegraph and by other means of
communication. The Minister of Interior, Hikmat
Sutaiman, pretended that he onfy heard of the
““massacre on the 14th when orders to stop it were
given as its object had already been fulfilled,

Arabs and certain Kurds were armed by the
government and offered one pound for every Assyrian
head. They were also told that all means employed
against the Assyrians were lawfu) and Government
would take no action against them,

officially inaug-

joined in the
follows:

officials from Mosul
which was arranged as

Civil
massacre

Under pretext of giving police protection to the
Assyrians, the inhabitants of eleven villages in the
vicinity of Simel (the larger Assyrian village whose
police post was beferehand reinforced) were summoned
to the latter place for shelter from the tribesmen
government had armed. Men, women and children
hurried to the place of protection. After assuring
them of the "good intentions" of the government,
they were disarmed by the police authorities under
instructions of Makki Sharbatti Qaimagam of Dohuk.
The inoffensive population was fndiscriminately mas-
sacred, men, women, and children alike, with rifle,
revolver and machine gun fire. In one roem alone,
eighty—one men from the Baz tribe, who had taken
shelter with the named Goriyyil, were barbarously
massacered. Priests were tortured and their bodies
mutilated, Those who showed their Iraqi nationality
papers were the first to be shot. Girls were raped
and women viclated and made to march naked before
the Arab army commander. HMHoly books were used as
fuel for burning girls. Children were run over by
military cars. Pregnant women were bayonetted.
Children were flung in the air and pierced on to the
points of bayonets. Those who survived in the other
villages were now exposed day and night to constant
raids and acts of vioclence Forced conversion to
Islam of men apd women was the next process.
Refusal was met with death.

Sixty five out of ninety five Assyrian villages
and settlements were either sacked, destroyed or
burnt to the ground. Even the settlements which
existed from the year 1921 and who had no ¢connection
in any way with the trouble were wrecked and all
property looted by Irag army and tribesmen.

Assyrian wvillages in regions such as Kurai
Gawana, Barwari Jairi and Sapna valley in Amadiyah
qadha shared also the same fate after surrendering
their arms in the same way as did the others.

in Dohuk, the town crier, under orders of the
Arab Qaimagam informed the public that anyone har-
bouring an Assyrian will 'be severely dealt with.
Under the orders of this Qaimagam alone, five
hundred Assyrians who had handed in their arms
follawing the official pamphlets dropped from air
were killed round Dohuk.

Over 100 Assyrians were removed in lorries from
their villages and Dohuk town and were killed by
machine guns on the frontier area to show that they
had fallen during the official engagement,

In other parts of frag, the Assyrians in the
British employment such as railways were dismissed
as this was the desire of the Arabs, and those in
the employ of the Petroleum Company were attacked by
Arabs with several casualties.



All foreigners in the district affected were
withdrawn about ten days before the massacre.

To give the reader a better knowledge of the
atrocities, the following quotations must be
recorded.

On November 28th, in the House of Lorde, His
Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury said:

o, . . | have already indicated to Your
Lordships that it cannot fairly be described as a
rebellion. It was a possibly misguided attempt on
the part of these Assyrians to do what they
understood from® the Government they were at liberty
to do, to go and find a new home if they could. Angd
[ ought to add - | ought to have done it at an
earlier stage - that if they were asked to stay they
could not but remember that at that very time there
were outbreaks of the fiercest and most fanatical
language in the lragi press and also in the lIraqt
parliament which received no sort of check. Is it to
be wondered at that they said plainly; "We are not
wanted in lraq, and if we can get the French to take
us in Syria, let us go". In regard to the massacre
he said:

"f have seen accounts of those who were present.
| have heard that it was more shecking than anything
it was seen during the war. And | have read a letter
from an independent and trustworthy person ir Iragq,
by no means friendly to the Assyrians, who said that
stch an exhibition of savage fanaticism has probably
seldom been seen. There is no question that it was
done by the Iraq army. | do not know how far any
orders had been issued by the Commander, Sidqy beg.
It is enaugh to say that full credit for this was
taken by the whole army, It was shortly afterwards
received by acclamation in the streets of Baghdad,
and Sidgy beg was promoted to Pasha."

Before the massacre the feeling in lIrag was
anti-British., But afterwards the turn of Arab
opinion can be judged by the following statement.

Mr. Ernest Main, who was sent to Iraq as the
Daily Mail representative, and flew by the same
aeroplane as did Sir Francis Humphrys who was
recalled farm his fishing expedition in Norway,
speaking at the Royal Central Asian Society said.

nAmong the Arabs feeling appeared to swing round
in favour of Britain, When | left Baghdad they were
beginning to appreciate that they must depend on
British support at Geneva, and the general feeling
was much more definitely pro-British then when |
arrived a meonth earlier,"

The Assyrians massacred during August 1933 were

3,000.

Source: The Assyrian Tragedy,
Annemasse — February 1934
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Assyrian Colony Planned

HAVANA, Oct. 25 - An attempt at colomization 18
being made by the Assyrian Foundation of Cuba
which has obtained an option on 13,500 acres in the
Province of Pinar del Rio with the idea of establishing
an Assyrian colony of 200 families to engage in silk-
worm culture, according to the Very Rev. D. G.
Nathaniel, head of the association. The government
has given every encouragement to the project and
about thirty-five of the 200 families have already
arrived in Cuba.

The greatest handicap of this project is of course the
raising of funds since most of the families fled from
Assyria after the World War and have accumulated
very little money.

Source: The New York Times, Nov, 1, 1931




ASSYRIANS MASSACRED IN URMIA,IRAN ==

1946 -

Mar Shimun’s Appeal to the United Nations

On May 17, 1946, ) reported to you a "well planned
systematic persecution in the form of massacre,
conducted by certain units of the Iranian military
forces against the Assyrian Christians in the
district of Urmia, Iran.' In your letter, Reference
1100-1-4/ME] dated October 17,1946, you stated, "I
am to infarm you that your communication will be
referred to the Commission on Human Rights for the
information of its members when the commission next
convenes,"

News has now reached us of a massacre of
Assyrians in Azerbaijan of far greater proportion
than that which occurred in 1945,

This latest massacre has been reported by
Assyrians who suffered the consequences and also
impartial observers who visited the scene of this

pogrom which took place during the month of
December, 1946. According to these reports,
twenty—four Assyrian villages were wholly or

partially looted and burned, and some hundreds of
Assyrians were brutally slaughtered.

However, before proceeding with the details of
the horrors committed upon this defenseless ancient
Christian community during this period, it Iis
necessary to acquaint you with the events preceding
the tragedy itself,

The history of the independence movement of the
peoples of Azerbaijan is no doubt well known to your
Excellency, Of the estimated 2,000,000 population
of Azerbaijan, there were perhaps about 15,000
Assyrian Christians. The majority of these were
ifocated in the district of Urmia, where they had
lived from time immemorial, These Assyrians have
always been the most layal, law—abiding and faithful
subjects of Iran, Moreover, they were totally
unarmed and at the mercy of a fully armed Moslem

majority. Therefore, their place in the
independence movement of Azerbaijan was totally
insignificant; they had no say in the matter and

were swept by a tide of events which they were
powerless to resist, The lranian Government was
fully aware of this fact.

This was the situation of the Assyrians of
Azerbaijan, when last December the Teheran Govern-
ment reoccupied that district, For the rest of what
happened during this period, | will quote reports
received from the spot:

"On December T1th, Radio Tabriz announced of
an understanding with the Teheran Government
that its armies would enter Azerbaijan. On the
same day, Radio Teheran announced that its
troops had forced their way through the moun-
tains and had entered Mayanah.

"December 12th, the leaders of the demo-
cratic party in Rezaieh confirmed the report,
adding that the troops of Teheran were our
brothers and that we should wel¢ome them with
honor,

"However, no sconer than these announcements -
had been made, the Assyrians noticed the hostile
attitude of the Moslem population as a whale
towards them. They were thus obliged to lock

their doors and seek refuge In God, their only

means of deliverance. Nevertheless, under the
administration of Hussein Khan no events of sig-
nificance took place during December 11th and
12th. He issued instructions that there should
be no murders, and that the leaders of the demo-
crats should be kept in custody until the arri-
val of the Teheran troops. But in the meantime,
the City of Urmia became a scene of large
organized parades and milling crowds, and with
every conceivable weapon and carrying ropes and
other equipment fit for looting purposes, and

were merely awaiting an order for murder and
piliage.
"fn the meantime, Nusratizaim, an Iranian

Commander of the first World War, advocated that
democratic leaders and rebels be put to death by
the populace. Hussein Khan, who objectad to
this procedure, was deposed by a majority of
voices. Thus, the democratic leaders, along
with a number of Assyrians, were killed, beaten
or stoned to death. The entry of the Teheran
forces into the City of Urmia was delayed until
December 16th, The army was under the command of
Sarhang Zanghanai (the officer who commanded the
Iranian troops during the massacre of 1945} was
issuing orders from Tabriz.

It is to be noted that nothing happened to the As—
syrian villages until after the entry of the Army
into the City of Urmia.

"The town of Charbakha, a prosperous Assyrian
cominunity, was looted on December 17th, The
looters told the Assyrians 'don't be afraid, we
have no orders to kill-only te loot.' Everything
the Assyrians possessed, even the clothes upon
their backs, were taken away.

"During the last thirty vyears, (that is
since the Assyrians returned following the
events of the first World War), through their
industriousness coupled with the financial assi-
stance they received from Assyrians in America,
they had prospered much.

tAmong the looters were to be seen represen—
tatives of the commision, signified by the white
band on their arm, whose duty was to see that
there was to be no massacre. As it had already
been stated, the looting and pillage took place
following the entry of troops into the City of
Urmia, and the fagt is that the presence of one
single soldier in the village would have preven-
ted the murder and pitlage.



"The village of Diagala is an exampte. This

village was saved from the fate of the other
villages by the mere presence of a Ilramian Mos-
lem Sayid from a place called Sadqua. The Sayid,
along with his sons, prevented thousands of
Moslems who had gone there to loot.

"On Sunday December 2Znd, Sarhang Zanghanai
entered the City of Urmia. Nevertheless, until a
few days after his entry, looting continued and
in some villages murders were committed, Dozens
of children who had filed into the open during
this terror, days after, were all found frozen
to death, two or three clutching each other.

"About two weeks ago a band of Moslem Iran—
ians broke into the Assyrian village of Mushawa
and having pillaged the village, all the men
were taken and locked up in a stable, and the
women and girls were subjected to the most hu-
miliating fate,"

This report is dated, Tst of February, 1947.
Therefore, it shows the persecution had continued
into the third month. The report continues:

"One of the offlcials told me, '| reported
to Sarhang Zanghanai concerning the fate of the
Assyrians,! but he answered, 'are you not
ashamed to plead again for the people?!

"Following the persecution and pillage, the
government tax collector visited the Assyrian
villages and as a pretext demanded past taxes,
and as they had nothing left to pay with, they
beat them mercilessly and at the end made them
sign statements promising to pay them in the
future,

"During this persecution, more than 300
Assyrian men from Urmia alone were murdered. A
majority of these had been conscripted into the
Azerbaljan Army, and practically all of these
were killed, following the cessation of hostil-
ities between the Teheran and Azerbaijan
governments. The report adds that according to
what the Assyrians are now learning from
reliable sources, plans for their extermination
had been made, but how and why failed, they are
unable to understand., One hundred innocent
Assyrian men are now in jail awaiting trial.
The least sentence is expected to be ten years
imprisonment, There were also rumors that the

Assyrians as a whole will be moved to the inter—

ior and to the most desolate part of iran where
the heat is unbearable., The last and oniy hope
for surviving Assyrians in lran is their removal
out of that country; the request is unanimous
and irrevocable,”

Mr. Hugo A. Muller, an American Presbyterian
Missionary stationed in Teheran, who visited the
scene of this pogrom, in his report to the Protes—
tant Church and the American Mission in Tabriz,
dated February 4,1947, states:

"But the impassioned speech of a woman of
Irawa, the very first village we visited, was
what we heard everywhere we went, 'Take us out
of this environment' she begged; 'we will go
anywhere you send us. We lost what we can't
tell. Only take us where we can make a new start
and live, where the fruit of our labor will not
be the prey of plunderers.'

"A French Military Attache in Tabriz is also
reported to have visited the City of Urmia on
December 17th while the persecution was still in
progress.t

In the town of Adda, both of the arms of one As—
syrian Christian, named Charles, were cut publicly;
he was then burned to death by means of kerosene,

In the town of Mushawa, Eramyah's both eyes were
dug out while alive and then tortured to death.

In the town of Khananisha, Abraham's fingers
(both hands} were cut off and then forced to eat
them in the presence of his parents.

In the town of Salmas, Father Giwargis was cut
to pieces in the Church {Mart Mariam). In the same
Church, many women and little girls were raped and
numerous men tortured to death.

In the City of Urmia, the parade of nude As—
syrian women and fittle girls put to shame even the
ruthless Moslem criminals.

Is this our reward after years of fighting as
Allies during two World Wars?

The above are the facts reported by the Assyrian
and non-Assyrian.sources from the scene of the
tragedy, and with the deepest sorrow of the heart, |
am in turn transmitting them to your Excellency.

CONCLUSION

The Assyrian question, which I, as the Patriarch
CXIX of the Church of the East and the Historic Head
and legal representative of the Assyrian Nation,
have already presented before the United Nations in
a petition dated May 7,1945, submitted to the World
Security Council at San Francisco, does not begin or
culminate into the present tragedy. This question in
its present aspect dates back to World War [ and
through World War Il,

The bitter fruits, which the Assyrian nation
has since reaped, are the result of [ts loyalty and
unequalied services it has rendered to the Allied
cause. In return, they have been repaid by a series
of broken promises and eleven massacres since 1914,
In other words, they are the innocent victims of
Power politics and their case constitutes the most
glaring example of broken pledges and shameful
betrayals. The latest massacre of the Assyrians in
Azerbaijan has proven without a shadow of a doubt,
the fears which | expressed in my petition alluded
to above, and which apply to even a greater degree
in the case of the Assyrians in Irag and those now
te be found on the River Khabur in Syria.



The growing hostiie attitude being shown to all
the Assyrians in those two countries has increased
their apprehension of the dismal future facing them.
Therefore, if a repetition of the tragic events
~hich has just occurred in cennection with the As-
syrians in Azerbaijan is to be prevented, the Assy-
rian question as a whole must be taken under the
immediate consideration of the United Nations with a
view to finding a lasting solution to the problem as
a whole,

In the meantime, the question of the Assyrians
of Azerbaijan remains of the utmost gravity, both
from the peolitical and economic points of view. A
state of tension and fear of a fresh wave of
persecution are a constant reality to these Assy-
rians, Having been robbed of all their worldly
possessions, they are hungry, ill-clad and cold;
their fear of an epidemic is not less than that of
the pogrom which has just been experienced.

The Assyrians in the United States of America
are doing all they can do to assist financially

their unfortunate compatriots, but the problem
is not one that they can solve. Therefore, [ am

requesting your Excellency to see that this question
is immediately included in agenda of the Council of
the United Nations to the end that:

1. Immediate relief measures to be taken by the
U.N.R.A, with a view to relieve the suffering
of the Assyrians in Azerbaijan,

2. The Iranmian Government be required to give
the necessary undertaking to safeguard the
life and property of these Assyrians until
such time as a solution is found to their
problem; and to put a stop to the murders,

plunders, and maltreatment that are still
going on,

3. The Iranian Government takes immediate
measures to restore to these people the

property of which they have been robbed,
whether it be material or monetary.

4. That an impartial commission be dispatched
by the United Nations to Azerbaijan to inves—
tigate into the cause of the massacre and to
see that the victims are properly compensated
for their innumerable losses in life and
property. This Commission should stay in
Azerbaijan until such time as a final sol-
ution is found to the Assyrian question.

5, The Jranian Government proctaim and enforce
a complete amnesty for the Assyrians who are
confined te prisons and are said to be
awaiting trial, But, if the Iranian Goverrn-
ment claim that the imprisoned are guilty of
some crime, then the latter should be tried

by an international tribunal and not by the
Iranian courts,

It is not without regret that we now feel obliga-
ted to ask the United Nations protection from the
hands of a people and a2 government, under whom the
Assyrian minerity, during the reign of the late Riza
Shah Pahlavi, had enjoyed a considerable measure of
security and justice and had lpooked forward to a
peaceful future in that country. But now they find
this a mere disillusionment and their hopes shattered,

The United Nations was born out of the greatest
conflict in history; a conflict which was proclaimed
to be for the freedom, equality, and justice for all
men and Nations, big and small alike; and it was for
this principle that the men of the Assyrian Nation
fought and died side by side with those of other
Allied Nations, thereby, in proportion to their
numbers, contributing to the final victory more than
any other single nation. | refer especially, to the
Victory of Habaniyah in Iraq'in 1941.

The United Nations through its charter is dedi-
cated to this very principle. The small Assyrian
Nation once again appeals to the great United
fNations, asking for no more than the fullfiliment of
that principle; the justice that is indivisible.

With this end in view, | offer my earnest pray-
ers to Alaha Akhid Kul, the Almighty God, Author of

the
end.

all Justice, that He may bless and direct
efforts of the United Nations to this
| have the honor to be, Excellency;

Eshai Shimun

Catholicos Patriarch of the Church of the
East and the Assyrian Nation.
Date: March 13, 1947

. ... 1, as the patriarch and legal representative of the
Assyrian nation, have the honor to bring before your at-
tention the plight of the ancient Christian patron, which
now stands at the crossroads, which spells total extermi-
nation or survival. Along with its disappearance would
also disappear the most ancient Christian Church in
Christendom, one of the richest cultures the world has
ever known, and the Aramaic language, the language of
Christ, which is the language of the Assyrian Church and

people. (p. 19.)

Mar Eshai Shimun, the late patriarch of the Assyrian
Church of the East. The quotation above is from his
Memorandum to the United Nations in 1945,

We wish to thank Mr. Vladimir Lazari
of North Hollywood, Calif. for sending us
the article on Ahikar.



INTERNATIONAL
DAY OF PRAYER

FOR

THE COPTIC ORTHODOX
CHURCH IN EGYPT

AND

HER EXILED PATRIARCH,
HIS HOLINESS

POPE SHENOUDA

AND PATRIARCH OF THE SEE OF ST. MARK

Amnesty Internationa!l has adopted Pope Shenouda i1l as *'a Prisoner ol Conscience”
as mentioned inits annual report of November, 1982,

The National Councitof the Churchesinthe U.S.A. expressed their concern for ihe
wellare of the Coptic Crthodox Church, and urged the Egyptian Governmantfor prompt
release and return to tha'centre of His Sea with olficia: recognition ofits supreme Heaa,
His Holiness Pope Shenouda lIl, and the return of the released Bishops and priests to
1heir diocases with ali their dignity.

Several other sincere efforts to release His Holiness Pope Shenouda have been made
by His Holiness Pope John Paul, the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury, His Grace
Archbishop Bruno Reim the Apostolic Pra-Nuncio, and other eminent figures and
Churchleaders all over the world — but all sfforts wentin vain and withou! response.

Although the President of Egypt admitted many times, to the world Church leadets, high
secular authanties and press that “We have no problems with Pope Shenouda, he
would be releasedin the near fulure”, on 121h April, 1983, the Egyptian Administrative
Courtupheld the aecree passed by the lale President Sadat which withdrew State
racognition of Pope Shenouda, and banished him under armed guard 10 a desert
maonastary, ignoring the recommendation of a Judicial Committee which had previously
ruled that Sadat's dacision was unconstitutional and stated that Egypt's President has
no authority to tamper with Papal powers. The Committee has also saidit could find no
evidence substantiating the charge that Pope Shencuda was stirring up sectarian
strife. Funhermare the Government’'s lawyer inlerpreted the Court decision as ousting
His Holiness Pope Shenouda 1} from His See and placing another person as Acting
Pope. The Coptic Church, as has always been, believes thal the Pope is elected and
ordained by the Holy Spirit to lead and overses the Christian folk, and no civil authority
on earth could annul the authority of God by using human force or secular decrees,
Stunned and dismayed by this openintervention ot the Egyptian Govermmentin our
Church aftairs, out faith, our Canon Laws, and our Apostolic Traditions, we call lor an
intarnational Day of Prayer for the sake of the suffering Copti Church and her exiled
Patriarch, Pope Shenouda li.

Source: Peace News, Aug. 1983
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KIRKUK’S MARTYRDOM

) A massacre of appalling magnitude is recor-
ded as having taken place at Karka d'Beit Sluk,
now known as Kirkuk, where, on & mound outside
the city, ten bishops and 153,000 others are said to
have been martyred, the slaughter lasting several
days. The redness of the gravel of the hillock is
$aid to have been caused by the blood of the
martyrs.l A martyrium, was built over the spot,
which it is claimed remainsa to this day. Wigram
believes the present building to be at least on the
lines of the original, and adds that the fact of the
massacre is quite likely correct, even if the
number was less than that stated.

Some were crucified, others stoned, and some
again beheaded.? Clergy and laity alike ‘suffered
the most refined tortures. Incidents recdérded as
having taken place in connection with the massa-
cre are also probably historically accurate, e, g,
that of the woman called Sirin, who, with her two
gons, came of her own accord to seek the mart-
yrdom which she received.?

The person who took the most active part in
the persecution, was Tamasgerd, an officer of the
king, who was said to be so moved by the endurance
of thoss who were put to death and so convinced
that the faith which gave them strength $0 endure
was from God, that he joined himself to them and

1 Wigram, Hisiory of the Assyrian Church, pp. 138, 158,

2 Labouct, Le Christianisme dans 'empire perse. p. 127,
3 Idem, p. 127,

-

Commemorated Since A.D. 448

received the crown of martyrdom with them. The
place of martyrdom and the memorial church are
both still called, not by the name of any of the
bishops who perished thers, but by the name of this
convert from the ranks of the perasecutors who was
baptized in his own hlood.!

When John the metropolitan of Karka was
being led to death, a youth urged him fo be of
good cheer. John turning to him deoiared that he
was fit to be bishop in his room and stead, and
there, in the prison or at the place of sxecution,
this youth called Dindui was ordained metropoli-
tan but exercised the office only for one or twaq
days, when he too received the crown of mart-
yrdom.

After the persecution had passed, the biahops
of the two provinces gathered on the spot and ‘de-
creed a solemn annual memorial to those who had
perished there,” -and to this day the Christians of
Kirkuk gather at the little church on thse red hill.
ock on the 25th September (old style} in memory
of those who sealsd their testimony with their
blood in, the yvear A, D. 448, .

Source: Nestorian Missionary Enterprise, by Rev, John Stewart, 1928,

To forget our martyrs 1s to deny our existence . . .

“How did the Assyrians achieve, over many dark
centuries, the miracle of survival in other lands in the
face of total destruction of the decimated self-same
Assyrians in their peopiehood? It was due to their
unbeatable optimism, respect for their ancestral past,
and faith. Because of such heroism. I wish to remain an
Assyrian,

"It was that heroism that has been pivotal in the
survival of the Assyrian people through the ages. It is
that which has united each Assyrion with his ancestors
Jrom time immemorial. And it is that which, wherever
he may have been originally, relates him with all whom
we regard as Assyrians.”

Dr. David Barsum Perley

BRI!TiSH BETRAYAL OF THE ASSYRIANS
By Yusuf Matek

For a copy of this historical book, you can
send your request plus $15 to:
MR. SARGON KISHTO
66 DUDLEY DR.
BERGENFIELD, N.J. 07621

Tel.: 800 —526-0441 Bet-Nahrain

We deeply mourn
the death in Beirut,
Lebanon of our dear
friend Orahim Aziz,

father of Mary,
Souraya and Sophia
D’Mar Shimun.
Joyce Byrum
San Francisco, Ca.




Copts Under Arab Occupation

The Arab and Muslim countries have consistently
defended the human rights of the Palestinians in
lsrael and the West Bank and Gaza Strip; and the
Muslim minorities in the Philippines, Ethiopia and
other countries. In addition, they have denounced
racism and apartheid in South Africa. However, they
are applying lslami¢ faws on the non-Muslim
minorities in their midst. Such Islamic principles
consider the indigenous non-Muslim minorities as
dhimi (protected) people. They are considered as
protected second class citizens not as equal pariners
in the nation.

In Egypt, the Christians who account for 20% of

the population are exposed to such religious
suppression and racism. Dr. Sofi Abo-Taleb, the
president of the People's Assembly, stated that

Islamic principles will be applied in all aspects of
the Egyptian life and the Christians are considered
as dhimi people and will be treated accordingly
{Al-Ahram Newspaper, December 31, 1981, and January 1
and March 12, 1982), The following account is a
detailed description of the Convenant of "Umar® which
spelled out the treatment of the dhimi (protected)
people.

The Pact of 'Umar, generally attributed to 'Umar
I (717-740), reguiated the discriminatory status
imposed upon the dhimmis, i.e. the non-Muslim native
population living under the domination of Islam.
They had to pay the jizya, a poll tax, symbolizing
their subjection to Istam and also higher commercial

taxes than were paid by the Muslims., The ownership
" of their land passed to the Muslim community and in
order to have the right to cultivate it they had to
pay a special land tax, the Kharaj. Very often,
whole communities were burdened with arbitrary
impositions. At the begining of the conquest, the
Muslim occupants paid no taxes and therefore the Arab
State and army were subsidized by the non-Muslim
peasants and town dwellers,

The construction of new churches or the
restaration of old ones, as well as the use of bells,
banners, sacred books, crosses on churches or borne
in procession, and any other non-Muslim cult-object
were prohibited, Se as not to disturb Muslims, the
dhimmis had to hold their services in silence and
abstain from lamentation at funerals. The social
discrimination of the dhimmis and their exigency for
security compelled them to live in separate areas.
Their inferior and humble dwellings and tombs had to
differ from those of the Muslims in size and decay.
Marriage, sexual intercourse with a Muslim woman,
blasphemy against Islam, were punishable by death.
Relations between dhimmis and Muslims were forbidden,
but as this proved impracticable, relations were
strongly discouraged. The dhimmis were not allowed
to exercise any authority sver a Muslim and could not
testify in a legal tribution against him. Their
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movements were restricted and they had to go unarmed.

As the dhimmis were inferior to the Muslim, so
they had to differ from_ him in their outward
appearance - for instance in early Islam Christians
had to shave their brows. They were denied the use
of certain calours — e.g. green, which was the colour
of the Prophet - and were forbidden to wear the
clothes, belts, shoes and turbans worn by Muslims,
Numerous decrees regulated in detail the c¢olours,
shape of clothes, ill-fitting and ridiculous
head-dress, belts and shoes that the dhimmis and
their staves were obliged to wear so as to be easily
recognized and humiliated in the streets. A little
bell around the neck, or a similar distinctive sign,
made them recognizable at the public baths., Noble
mounts such as horses and camels were reserved for
Muslims, the dhimmis being only allowed to ride
donkeys and use pack-saddlies. In some periods the
Christians were humiliated by being forced to ride
their donkeys facing the tail,

Other vexatory measures also governed their
every—day life, such as the obligation to stand up
and remain standing in the presence of Muslims, to
address them in low and humble tones and give them
right of way on the pavement by walking along the
narrowest section of the street, on their left side -
the impure side for a Muslim. The dhimmis couid not
relieve themselves naturally in the streets, nor
assemble in groups to converse. For a more detailed
study of the life of the dhimmi {Jews and Christians
in Muslim lands ) the reader should consult the
authoritative monegraphs on this subject.

The jizya was paid in the course of a ceremony
during which the dhimmi was publicly humitiated by
receiving a slap in the face or a blow on the back of
the neck. The dhimmi was then issued with a receipt
which allewed him to travel; however, should he lose
it, he could be put to death., When a census was
taken of monks in Egypt {715-717) they were obliged
to wear a metal bracelet bearing their name and the
date and name of their monastery. Any monk found
without his bracelet was liable to have his hand cut
off or be executed.

The kharaj, the tax on non-Muslim land, reduced
the Copts to destitution: they abandoned their
fields and mass canversions occured, but they were
forcibly brought back by the army and abliged to pay
the taxes (694-714). To prevent the Copts from
abandoning their villages, the Arab army conducted a
census and branded them on the hand and brow
(705-717).  No Christian could travel without a
passport. Boats on the Nile which carried a
Christian without a passport were set on fire. |In
724, 24, 000 Copts converted to lslam to escape
ruinous taxes. The conversions impoverished the
State and to discourage them, the jizya was also
imposed on new converts. Furthermeore, they were
forbidden to sell their lands to Muslims, as these
la#nds would then have been exempt from the kharaj;
later a fixed sum was levied on the Coptic community



which covered any lost revenues from new converts,
At the beginning of the 8th century, Usame Ben Zaid,
Governor of Egypt, wrote to Caliph Abdef Malik
(715-717); ") draw milk; if it stops, | draw blood;
if it clots, | press the skin.” The same caliph used
to say: "Draw milk until it ceases to flow, draw
blood until it is exhausted.!

In Tinnis, taxes reduced the Copts to such
destitution that they abandoned their children in
slavery to the Arabs. Those who did not pay were
thrown into jail or tortured. Under the Abbasids,
the dhimmis who could not pay their taxes were put
into cages with wild animals. The church leaders
were often held responsible for the sums levied on
the community. Unable 'to pay, they were thrown into
jail and tortured. Around 718, Abdel Malik ben
Rida's, Governor of Egypt, had the Patriarch Michael
thrown into a windowless cell dug into the rock, a
block of wood attached to his feet and a heavy collar
put around his neck. He remained in this position
for 31 days until the required sum was paid. The
exorbitant taxes and the tortures used to extort them
provoked numerous revolts which were brutally
crushed. Thousands of Copts were killed, women and
children ensiaved, their property expropriated by the
Arabs who thus became more numerous in towns and
villages.

As the Pact of 'Umar forbade the dhimmis to
exert any authority over a Muslim, they could not
become civil servants nor join the army. In every
period, numerous decrees resulted in the dismissal
of Christians from the posts they held unless they
converted to Islam, However, the Copts were
indispensable as all the Egyptian bureaucracy was in
their hands. The Muslims accused them of purposely
trying to complicate the administration in order to
retain their posts. These deviations from the dhimma
provoked riots: the mob would then plunder the
Christian quarter, massacre the Copts and destroy
their churches.,

Inevery period, monasteries and churches were
despoiled, burned and destroyed., The Caliph Al Hakim
{996-1020) renewed the clauses of the Pact of 'Umar.
All the churches and synagogues in his Empire (Egypt,
Syria, Palestine) were then looted and demolished -
or converted into Mosques. The mob pillaged the
Christian and Jewish quarters and the caliph forced
the dhimmis to convert or leave his dominions. At
the end of his reign, he allowed them to return to
their religion and to rebuild their places of
worship. [In 1358, all churches were closed, the
patriarch and the bishops thrown into jail and the
Copts ransomed for 70,000 dirams. The slightest
incident could provoke a massacre. In 1377, the mob
was incensed at the sight of a Christian maltreating
aMuslim and immediately clamoured for the dismissal
of Christian and Jewish public servants in the
service of the Emirs and then for their conversion or
death. The Christians went into hiding, but the mob

ransacked their quartier, massacred them and forced
the women into slavery. Some Christians were grouped
inahorsemarket; a pit was dug into which they were
1o be thrown and it was set alight: all converted to
islam. A Christian was riding by the Al-Azhar
Mosque, his spurs and handsome saddie angered the
Muslims who pursued him with the intention of killing
him. Riots broke cut, forcing the Sultan to summon
the leaders of the Jewish and Christian communities
and remind them that they were subject to the shame
and pumiliation of the dhimma. When they left the
Sultan, they were attacked by the mob which tore
their clothes and beat them until they agreed to
apostasy. Stakes were set alight for the Jews and
for the Christians. The churches and the houses of
dhimmis that rose higher than those of the Muslims
were destroyed., The dhimmis even feared to go out
into the streets. In 1343, Christians were accused
of starting fires in Cairo; in spite of the Sultan's
efforts to protect them, they were seized in the
street, burned or sfaughtered by the mob as it left
the mosques. Anti-Christian violence ranged in the
main towns, To enable the Christians to go out into
the streets, Jews would semetimes lend them their
distinctive yellow turban.

The history of the Copts is a lengthy tale of
persecutions, massacres, forced conversions, of
devastated and burned churches. Thousands of Copts
fled to Abyssinia, but the greater part found refuge
by accepting Islam,

The Ametican Coptic Assoc.
Christians of Egypt

P.O. Box 9119 G.L.S.

Jersey City, NI 07304

Assyrians and Copts have met
similar fates under the Arab occu-
pation. By understanding each
other, we tan develop a deeper
insight into our present human

condition.

— Nineveh



Source: Aram Magazine (Vol. 5-6, 1973), Assyrian Orthadox Club, P.O.
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Message...

To The Assyrian people abroad
by: John I. Kusto

Dear Friends,

It is my previlege to address this letter to the cultural and members of our
Community, who live abroad, in an atlempt to give a brief account of the his-
tory of our Assyrian Club of Jerusalem, and some of its activities, so that
you may get acquainted with it.

This Club was founded nearly 50 years ago as’a cullural and educational
organization, with the aim of attracting the young generation lo foster and
promole a mutual aid, and fraternal understanding amongst them, in the hope that
these voung people will in future be the foundation of our Assyrian Society,
and to teach them as well the Aramalc language of our forefathers and the
doctrine and rites of our Church.

The Club is Jocated in the vicinity of our St. Mark’s Convent, and
pleased to state tha! it has been conbinuously lunctioning, and i3 administered
by 12 persons, elected annually by its members, and is financed by merabership
dues and other individual donations by the Community. The aclivities of this
Club als¢ includes sports, presently having the best scout group which is
equiped with bag pipes played by well trained persons.

During the beginning of this year, several educational and cultural symposia
and iectures were held on a variety of topics which were very impressive and
of great interest to the audience. A major accomplishment this year was the
publication of this “ Aram' magazine, many thanks to the initiativeness of some
of our members to keep the cther members of our Community informed of latest
news of owr activities, and what iz going in our diocese. Moreover, it wil
give them an insight into the history and heritage of ocur forefathers.

“Religion is a faith ac-

quired and is changeable.

it is beyond any doubt that, the welfare of our Communily depends upcn ] 1 1 i
the young generation whe must realize that they will be responsible for building Natzonalzty 1 one SﬂeSh
a better future for our Church and Society, in the sense that every one con- and blOOd' it iS hts ZOIC}’I
siders himself an indispensible member in the sense that every one considers ’
himsetf indispensible member of the Assyran Community, and should werk nature. EVEH death can-
together towards our goals.

To contlude, | wish heartily to thank our many friends who took the trouble not undo it.”

to write us, expressing their desire and willingness to support us morally and

financially, especially in the present critical financial condition of our Club, so

that this clup will continue Yo funchion, end the publication of Aram will not be i

alfected which we consider as a “spokesman’ of our Jerusalem Community. Dr. David B. Perley

Muslim-Christian Relations and Inter-Christian Rivalries
in the Middle East
The Case of the Jacobites in an Age of Transition

JOHN JOSEPH

Franklin and Marshall College Nineveh's Note:

This book examines the complex spectrum of religious diversity and We wish to remind our readers
_rivalry in the Middle East during the modern period, and documents the that in the past John Joseph, an
interplay of religion with the social, political, and cultural features of the :
region. It provides a needed perspective on the present complicated Assyrian from Mesopotamia, has

relations of the indigenous Christians with one another and with their

Muslim compatriots. Of special interest is the discussion of how Western shown much bias against our strug-

relig.ious .riva]n'w, Catholic and Protestant, have affected the religious gle for nationhood. Therefore, all
tensions in the Middle East. The study focuses on the Jacobites (Syrian . "
Orthodox Christians), his writings should be read criti-
S— cally.

pp. (tenl. J
ISBN 0-87395-600-X . . ...t $14.95 i‘;ﬁrﬁfi

ISBN 0-87395-600-1

344 .50 hardcover




ADVANCES IN ETHNIC MUTATION

A new process for obliterating ethnic identities
has been devsloved by a group of socio-political
researchers in Egypt. The process which is known
B3 Cold Annihilation does not require cremation
ovens as in Buchnwald and Auschwitz. The prozess,
which uses textbooks as e medium, permeates every
gubject with Islamic principles and doctrines to in-
variably impose on impressionable youngsters the
teachings of Hanif faith (Hanif means the pure and
impeccable) at a very eerly stage.

In artbimeties for example the youngsters have
to solve problems like these:

Abmad lives five kilometers west of the mosque,
and Mohemmad lives eight miles east of Ahmad. Ahmad
and Mohammad are botn devout moslem, How many wiles
does esch have to walk every day?

Now unless you are familiar with Islam I do not
expect you to krow that devout moslems have to go to
the mosque Tive(5) times per day. It thus becomes

imperative that any student who does not contemplate
dropping out of school, must study Islam in order %o
pass mathematics exams. By study we mean that he
will have to memorize the principles of Izlaw as
facts - unquestionable facts - particularly at this
formative stage of belief and personality formatlion.

Proponents of the new process claim that such an
arrangement would subconsciously manipulate parents
to make sure their children are well versed in Islan.
Thus, lending parental validation to the teachings
of Islsm and disrupting the procsss of Christian

faith in nurturing the child. As they grow up, the
children would eventually drift away from their
faith and into Islam., Another advantage of this
process over ofhers is that the inclusion of two or
more "new’ questions sbout Islam in the final exams
would screen out the non-moslems from higher achieve-
ments and limit their best to a "C" average, thus
potentially disqualifying them for the opportunities
of higher educaticn as a whole and certainly from
the so calied privileged professions, Ambitious
gtudents will find it beneficial to study and in-
ternalize Islam as an second faith. Cnce graduated
and denied job opportunities, it will take little
persuasion or coercion to convert them to the
Islaric principles,

These interested in learning more about this
process may request information from:

Department of Ethnic and Religlous Descrimpinatien,

Ministry of Education,

Parliament Cerplex,

Falaki, Calro, EZgypt.

I must apologize for my dry humour and sarcasm.
However this is a very serious matter. Every Copt,
ané anocn-Copt, is urged to vizhemently protest this
upe - or should we say zbuse - of educational medis
in brain-washing children %o abanden their faith.

T urge you %o write to your President, Senators,
Congresseen and other officials and dignitaries on
the matter. ¥Frotest the aet at the Internationsl
level as well and at the United Nations and the
UNESCO level, )

Source: The Copts

Vol. 10, No. 1i&%2, Apr, 1883

Histriography And The Armenian
Genocides .

LOS ANGELES - Prof. Stanford J. Shaw, his wife
and daughter were sleeping in their suburban home
here at 4 a.m., Oct. 3, 1977, when a bomb blew up the
front of the house. Arriving several hours later at his
seminar on Turkish history at the University of Cali-
fornia at Los Angeles, Prof. Shaw learned that a
release in Paris from an Armenian terrorist group had
announced his assassination. Very much to his sur-
prise, he had become the first American to be targeted
by an obscure but deadly campaign of international
terror — a crusade to avenge the massacres of Armen-
lans in Turkey during World War 1.

An Academic Feud

The many levels of the Armenian issue, both peace-
ful and violent, come together in the case of Stanford
Shaw. An apparently inoffensive scholar of the Otto-
man Empire, which collapsed more than six decades
ago, Prof. Shaw has found himself at the center of a
very up-to-date controversy about genocide and, ac-
cording to some, an international intrigue involving

the southernflank of the North Atlantic Treaty Organ-
ization and Soviet-sponscred terrorism. He was sin-
gled out for writing in a 1977 histery of the Ottoman
Empire that the Ottoman government orders for the
1915 deportations called for a humane evacuation of
the Armenians rather than the wholesale deaths that
actually occurred. His book, based on his access to the
Ottoman Empire archives and co-authored by his
Turkish wife, Ezel Kural Shaw, sparked an academic
feud with Greek-American and Armenian-American
colleagues. His popular classes were disrupted by vio-
lent student protests accusing him of whitewashing
genocide and demanding his dismissal.

But entirely apart from the campus turmoil. Prof.
Shaw had become a target of the interlocking world of
international terror. On the advice of security officials
after the bombing, he canceled his spring semester
clagses and dropped from view for six months. He
subsequently returned to UCLA but no longer teaches
his Turkish history course and declines to make any
public comment on his case.

Source: The Wall Street Journal, Tuesday, August
9, 1983.




Reagan Appoints
Prof. Siegel Director
Of Holocaust Council

WASHINGTON, D.C. — A noted pioneer in
the field of bioethics, Professor Seymour Siegel has
assumed the post of Executive Ditector of the United
States Holocaust Memorial Council. Professor Sie-
gel, also a rabbi, was nominated by the Chairman of
the Holocaust Memorial Council, scholar Elie Wie-
sel, and was appointed by President Ronald Reagan.

Established by unanimous vote of Congress in
1980, the Council is mandated to establish a living
museum/memorial to the victims of the Jewish Ho-
locaust, the Armenian Genocide and other crimes
against humanity. )

“The mandate given to the United States Holo-
caust Memorial Council is one of profound histo-
rical importance”, said Rabbi Siegel, a longtime

professor at the Jewish Theological Seminary in New
York. ““We are charged with the responsibility of
planning and constructing a memorial and museum
in the nation's capital that will dramatically and:
forcefully convey to future generations the depths
of the horror’’ of genocide. All Americans, he in-
dicated, must *‘do everything possible to prevent a
recurrence of the dreadful events”’, '

In commenting on the appointment, Council
Chairman Elie Wiesel remarked, ‘‘Rabbi Siegel is
eminently qualified to direct the work of the Holo-
caust Memorial Council. Active in a widé range of
scholarly, religious, political and civic activities, he
is highly knowledgeable about the Holocaust and
dedicated to the Council’s work®’.

As a scholar whose particular concern has been
ethics, Professor Siegel has the sensitivity to oversee
the creation of this unique museurn and memorial.
His awareness of the sufferings of the Armenian
people, and perception that denial of this act of race
extermination provides d dreadful precedent, is par-
ticularly strong. He is currently writing an article
on the Armenian Genocide.

Professor Siegel received his B.A. degrees from
the University of Chicago and his Ph.D. from the
Jewish Theological Seminary in 1968. He has had a
distinguished career as an academician. Dean of the
Herbert H. Lehman Institute of Ethics of the Jewish
Theological Seminary from 1960-1969, he has als¢
served as Ralph Simon Professor of Ethics and Theo-
fogy (1970-1980) and Chairman of the Department
of Philosophies of Judaism (1960-1980) at that ins-
titution. Since 1980, he has concurrently been pro-
fessor of ethics and theology at the Jewish Theolo-
gical Seminary and professor of humanities and me-
dicine at the Medical College of Pennsylvania.

~ Assyrians have not suffered less than Armen-
tans and Jews. They, too, should have a promi-
nent place in the Holocaust Museum.

-Nineveh

Professor Siegel bas been a Visiting Scholar at
the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scho-
iars 10 Washingion; a senior Research Fellow at the
Kennedy Institute for Bioethics; and visiting profes-
sor at Georgelown University, Union Theological
‘Seminary, the College of the City of New York, Car-
leton College and the Seminario Rabinico Latino
Americano. Rabbi Siegel was appointed by Presi-
dent Reagan to the President’s Commission on E-
thical Issues in Medical and Biological Research.

Articles by Rabbi Siegel have been published
by leading scholarly and popular publications. He
has authored several books as well. The most re-
cent is Conservative Judaism and Jewish Law.
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&
Holocaust Council
Member Barred from
Turkish Embassy
‘ - [ ]
Briefing
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council member Set
Momjian was barred from attending a briefing at the
newly formed Institute of Turkish Studies and a lun-
cheon at the Turkish Embassy on Monday, June 20.
The Embassy declined to issue an invitation to Mr.
Momijian, the only Armenian member of the Council,
aven though the executive director of the Holocaust
Council, Seymour Siegel, specified that he should be
included.

The Republic of Turkey through its Embassy in
the United States has rigorously opposed inclusion of

the Armenians in the programs of the Holocaust
Councit. The purpose of the briefing at the Institute
of Turkish Studies was to continue the Turkish cam-
paign of denial of the Armenian Genocide. The Ins-
titute is financed through an endowment of $3 million
from the government of Turkey and its honorary
chairman is Turkish Ambassador to the United States
Sukru Elekdag.

Only one Council member attended the briefing
and lucheon, a fact that reportedly disappeinted
Ambassador Elekdag who had hoped for a much
larger audience to hear the Turkish view of events in
World War 1. Rabbi Siegel didn’t attend but had
indicated to the Embassy that Set Momjian should be
invited. The Embassy refused to contact Mr. Momj-
ian,

In April, 1981, the Holocaust Council voted
unanimously to include the Armenian Genocide in
the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum to be built in
Washington, D.C., as part of the Smithsonian sys-
tem,



Roos Leads
Condemnation of
Turkish Ambassador

LOS ANGELES — Assembly Majority Leader
Mike Roos (D-Los Angeles) announced on Tuesday,
June 21 that he has obtained support from 30 of his
Assembly colleagues in condemning the Turkish Am-
bassador Sukru Elekdag’s attempt to interfere with
California’s effort to pay homage to victims of the
Armenian genocide. Roos and the other Assembly
members sent a letter to Elekdag.

The problem arose during efforts to recognize
April 24 as a statewide official Day of Remembrance
in honor of the victims of the genocide. For the se-
cond siraight year, Roos was successful in obtaining
the lowering of the state’s flags. The Turkish Ambas-
sador contacted each legislator to urge defeat of

- Roos’ efforts. Elekdag had also sent similar letters to
elected officials in other state legislatures admoni-
shing them for speaking in favor of the Armenian
community’s call for justice regarding the Armenian
Genocide by Turkey. His actions failed to have any
impact.

On the contrary, state officials, including those
in Massachusetts and California, have expressed their
disdain with the Ambassador’s tactics.

A spokesman for the Armenian National Com-
mittee, Western Region thanked the members of the
California Assembly who condemned Elekdag for his
atternpts to continue distortions of history and inter-
fere in internal political affairs. The ANC further
stated that it would continue to monitor the actions
of Turkey in its continued efforts to lie to public of-
ficials about the real facts of the Armenian Cause.

_ A copy of the Assemnbly members® letter to the
Ambassador was also sent to Secretary of State
George Schuitz.

California Assembly
Letter to Elekdag

Honorsble Sukru Flekdag
Ambassador of the Turkish Republic
Turkish Embassy

Washingten, D.C.

Dear Ambassador Elekdag:

Your recent letter to members of the California
Legislature concerning our efforis to commemorate
the victims of genocide has deeply distressed us.

Each vear for the past five years, our State Le-
gislature has proclaimed April 24th an official State
Day of Remembrance for all victims of genocide,
with specific reference to those of Armenian dissent,
Each year those Resolutions have been passed with-
out a dissenting vote. During the legislative discussion
on these Resolutions, there has never been any ob-
jection from our own federal government which
clearly understands that such Resolutions are within
the scope of authority of individual state govern-
ments.
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Your personal attempt to dissuade the California
Legislature from commemorating these tragic events
of genocide not only seems inappropriate for a fo-
reign emissary but also misrepresents the United.
States’ historical position on this issue: Perhaps most
importantly, your letter challenges the integrity of
our state government’s actions

Gur Democratic process provides for public de- -
bate on issues of importance to the citizens of Cali-
fornia. To '.éfrgggst that Resolutions passed by this.

body are blindly supported and destined to encourage
terrorism 1s deeply offensive and disrespectful to all
of us,

While we share you desire for peace and good-
will between our nations, our State’s right to recog-
nize human rights should not adversely affect that
relationship. The Resolution in no way denigrates the
Turkish people but only expresses our sadness about -
the tragedy and the refusal to recognize the genocide.

-I'hope this letter clearly states our intent in enac-
ting these Resolutions.

Mike Roos
Majority Floor Leader ,
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ditionally, I am an Assyrian be-
cause I feel it a sacred destiny to
be one. One is an Assyrian not
because of the accident of birth.
The will to be an Assyrian in-
volved more than being the child
of Assyrian parents.

upon the historic necessity and
the Commendable aspiration of
the Assyrians - the establish-
ment of an Assyrian National
Home.

President, Assyrian National Federation

“Why Am I An Assyrian?
“Because my parents were. Ad-

All this lays a special emphasis

L

David B. Perley, J.S.D.

(June, 1934 - October, 1935)




Assyrian Studies

THE LEGEND OF SARGON: A STUDY OF THE AKKADIAN
TEXT AND THE TALE OF THE HERO WHO WAS EXPOSED

AT BIRTH

LEWIS, Brian, Ph.D.
New York University, 1976

Adviser: Prof. Stephen J. Lieberman

Among the cuneiform tablets belonging to the collection of
the British Museum are fragments of a composition which has
come to be known as *the Legend of Sargon” and the “Sargon
Birth Legend.” The basis for the second title is the presence
in the text of a birth stery remarkabiv similar to the episode
of the exposure of Moses in Exodus.

Although the Sargon Legend has been discussed many times,
a comprehensive treatment including questions of crigin and
date of compoesition has never been undertaken. This disser-
tation represents that long overdue study of the Akkadtan text.

After beginning with a short history of the discovery of the
fragments fotlowed by a summary of previous publications, the
study concentrates on textual, philological, and literary prob-
lems. The relationship of the manuscripts is examined and the
construction of a stemma is attempted. Based on the author's
collation, a new edition of the text Is presented which makes
use of a previously unedited fragment (K 7249) of the mutilated
second column, .

The treatment also includes a summary and classification of
gources in Sumerian, Akkadian, Hittite, and Hurrian relevant
to the study of Sargon of Akkad. A chapter is devoted to literary
problems such as the date of composition of the Legend, its
purpese, its sources, the identiflcation of the Legend as naru-
literature, its historical value, and the relationship between the
first and second columns.

The second hall of the dissertation is devoted to an analysis
of the infant exposure motif present in the Sargon Legend and
cther literary sources, ancient and modern. This study has lead
to the identification of a tale type which has been designated as
“the Tale of the Hero Who Was Exposed at Birth.”

Following the histeric-geographic technique developed by
the Finnish school of folklorists for the interpretation of folk-
tales, the study examines seventy-one versions of the tale,

isolates the principal components and factors. identif{ies various
subtypes of the tale, and reconstructs the hypothetical arche-

type from which all versions are theoretically derived.

Summary of Results

1. Only the extreme limits of the date of composition can be
determined with confidence. The Sargon Legend, in its present
form, had to be composed after 2039 and before 627 B.C.E.
However, a date of origin between the fourteenth and eighth
centuries is thought to be Iikely on the basis of internal evi-
dence such as the use of idiomatic expressions that are first
attegted in the royal inscriptions of Middle and Neo~Assyrian
kings. 2. The motivation for the composition of the Legend
cannct be ascertained. Possible explanations have been con-
sidered, but without a specific date of composttion they remain
conjectural. 3. The Sargon Legend seems to have drawn on a
variety of sources including folk tradition, a Source containing
information on the origins of the hero, and historiographic ma-
terial in the form of inscription, chronicle, or historical omens.
4. With the exception of the birth and exposure of Sargon, there
i3 much in the Legend that is based on ancient tradition and
corroborated by other Sargon texts. 5 Column i of the Legend,
although partially destroyed, appears teo manifest all the essen-
tial components of the pseudo-autobiography. However, in
view of the estimated length of the text {three to four columns),
one may question whether the composition is a genuine naru
text or rather a composite weork whose opening section is
written in the form of a miniature paru. 6. The text of column
i1 remaine too mutilated to permil reliable interpretation.

Order No. 77-16,501, 443 pages.

DIATESSARIC HARMONIES OF THE PASSION .
NARRATIVE IN THE HARCLEAN SYRIAC VERSION

{Order No. 69-21,922)

Korris Almore Weigelt, Th.D.
Princeton Theological Seminary, 1969

The earliest known harmony of the four Gospels, the
Diatessaron, was drawn up about A. D, 170 by a Syriac Christian
named Tatian. Several ancient and medieval harmonies in a
number of languages are still extant. One exarmple involving
a limited section of the gospels is the Harclean Syriac Passion
Harmony.

The dissertation is based on the cellation of six manuscripts
of the Harclean Syriac Passion Harmony, namely Vatican
Syriac 268, Bibliothéque Naticnale Cod. Syr. 51, British Mu-
seurn Add. 18714, Bibiliotheque Nationale Cod. Syr. 52, Bibli-
othéque Nationale Cod. Syr. 31, and Cambridge University Add.
1700. Additional evidence in selected sections was derived
from Hans H. Spoer {Zeitschriit der deutschen morgenlindischen
Gesellschaft, LXT, 850-859) and A, -5. Marmardji (the appendix
of his Diatessaron de Tatien), The description of each witness
inciudes an exact detineation of the struciural framework of the
Harmony by listing the beginning and ending word or words of
each quotation in order. The Syriac text of the Harmany is
provided with an apparatus of the variant readings found in
each of the eight witnesses.

The first three witnesses listed above present a sequence
of material--designated Sequence A--characterized by rela-
tively long quotations and relatively infrequent shifis from
gospel to gospel. The remaining five witnesses present a more
elaborate and intricate sequence--designated Sequence B--with
about twice as many separate quolations half ag long as those
in Sequence A. Sequence B begins at a later point in the Pas-
sion narrative than Sequence A and ends slightly earlier.

Despite individual varialions the two sequences are basic-
ally similar. They share the same chronolegical scheme, cer-
tain duplicate accounts, preference for Matlhaean material,

a large number of gospel sections ldentical in length, a larger
number of gospel sections with slight variations in length, and
a system of rubrlcs which varies primarily in the location of
a few rubrics. Sequence B is probably an elaboration of Se-
quence A, which, according to evidence from colophons, was
created by Daniel of Beth Batin and his digcliple. Isaac.

The text of the Harclean Syriac Passlon Harmony has been
rigorously accommodated to the prevailing text of the Harclean
Syriac Version. Variations are relatively unimportant and
fewer than 20% reflect the presence of underlying Greek
variants. The extraccdinary {idelity to the Harclean Syriac
Version has obliterated readings that involve theological bias.

The structural framework of the Harmony was compared
with the framework of 4 number of secondary and tertiary
witnesses to the Diatessaron of Tatian. Eastern witnesses
include both Ciasca’s and Marmardji’s editions of the Arabic
Diatessaron and Messina's edition of a Persian Harmony.
Western witnesses include Codex Fuldensis (Latin), the Libge
Diatessaron {Middle Dutch), and the two Old ftalian Harmonies
in the Tuscan and Venetlan dialects, .

The general chronelogical scheme and the order of topics
of both the Eastern and the Western witnesses (with the excep-
tion of the Persian Harmony) show remarkable patterns of
similarity throughout. Similar rearrangements of the sequence
of material drawn from the gospels appears in all witnesses
other than the Persian Harmony.

The Harclean Syriac Passlon Harmony, on the other hand,
seldom rearranges the order of gospel material, contains
several duplicate accounts as a result, differs {rom the other
harmonies in order of topics, and omits John chapters 14-17,
The Harclean Syriac Passion Harmony, therefore, appears to
be an independent harmony not directly influenced by Tatian's
Diatessaron either in structure or text. Although less crea-
tively and skillfully constructed than Tatian’s Diatessaron, it
represents an important stage in the process of constructing
harmonies and provides an interesting glimpse into the history
of the transmission of the Harclean Sytriac Version.
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THE OLD ASSYRIAN COLONY PERIOD SETTLEMENT AT
BOGAZKOY-HATTUSA IN CENTRAL TURKEY: A
CHRONOLOGICAL REASSESSMENT OF THE
ARCHAEQLOGICAL REMAINS Order No. 8023501
GUNTER, ANN CLYBURK, PH.D. Columbie University, 1980. 303pp.

Excavations at the site of Bopazkév-Harttu3a in North Cenwrat Turkey.
conducted by the German Archaeologicat Instizute and the German
Oriental Society since the early 1900's, have been directed principally
toward recavering the remains of the Hittite capital during the Old
Kingdom and Empire (ca. 1650-1200 B.C.). They have also uncovered
cuneiform tex1s and archaeological remains documenting ¢ccupation in Lhe
early second millennium B.C., when Bofazkoy participated in the Old
Assyrian network of trade colonies in Ceniral and Southeasiern Turkey and
Northern Syria. The archaeolpgical remains of this period have been
published in preliminary and final excavation reports, hut have not been
assembled as a unit or considered in associaton as evidence for the
contemporary setement, .

1 have assambled and analyzed as a unit three categories of
archaeological remains recovered from (he building levels at Bogazk Oy
dated 10 the Oid Assyrian Colony Period via excavaled-Old Assyrian tablets.
stratigraphic correlations, or relative chronology based on ceramic finds.
These three calegories—-archilecture, potiery, and seals and seal
impressions—are ¢xamined by topic and in sequence. incorporaling material
excavated from the levels Biylikkale Ve 1o 1Vd, Nordwesthang 8b to 8a. and
Untersiadt 4. The excavated contexts of all remains are reviewed first,
providing the stratigraphic framewaork for this investigation,

The pouery from the relevant levels is reassembled and reexamined as
whole, following a critical review of its previous classificauon and
chronology. New definitions of potiery types are used Lo dascribe the
ceramic assembiages in detail: these types ase then compared with related
examples excavated from earlier and later second millennium levels at the
site, in order 10 establish a detailed relative chronology for the early second
millennium levels at Bogazkdy.

An analysis of the three categories of remains, in associauon,
demonstrates sirmilarities in architecture and potlery between the levels
Biyiikkale V¢ and Nordwesthang 8b, both independenuy dated in previous
studies to the early phase of the Assyrian Colony Period {Kitltepe Karum
Level I1). Siritar features of architecture, pottery and seals are also analyzed
and defined for the level Unterstadi 4, Nordwesthang 8a and Biyiixkale
TVb, dated via the Old Assyrian tablets from Unterstadt 4 10 the later
Assyrian Colony Period contemporary with Kiiltepe Karum Io. A
comparison of the pottery assemblages from these two sets of levels
demonstrates that Bijyiikkate V¢ and Nordwesthang 8b find closest ceramic
parallels with the ealier second millennium (ca. 2000 B.C)) levels at the site,
Nordwesthang 9 and §d-8c, whereas the assemblage of the period
Unzerstadt 4 and its corresponding strata shares more pottery types with the
finds from subsequent Jevels at Bopazkdy, Nordwesthang 7, Biiyiikkale JVc
to 111, and Unterstadt 3 1o 1.

This reexamination of the archaeological remains suggests that previous
attempts 10 date the building levels of this period at Bogazkdy using ceramic
comparisons with the sequence at Killtepe, Karum Levels 11 w0 Ib, are of
lirited value in setting up a detailed internal chronology of the early second
millennium B.C. at Bogazkdy. Instead, a sysiematic reexamination of the
archaeological evidence for the Old Assyrian Colony Period setlement in
relation to earlier and Jater second millennivm remains at the site itself, as
atiempted here, provides a starting point for continued study. A new set of
objectives is proposed for establishing a detailed relative chronology based
on ceramic finds from the early second millennium levels.

ANCIENT DAMASCUS: A HISTORICAL STUDY OF THE
SYRIAN CITY-STATE FROM EARLIEST TIMES UNTIL ITS
FALL TO THE ASSYRIANS IN 732 B.C.E.

. OrderNo, DA8222690
PiTarp, Warne THomas, Pu.D. Harvard University, 1982. 329pp.

It has been a quarter of a cenlury since the last detailed study of
the area of Damascus in the ancient period appeared in print. Several
new discoveries have been made, which give us a clearer piclure of
this important kingdom, and it is now appropriate to reinvestigate the
previously known Egyptian, Mesopotamian, Hittile and biblical
references 10 it in light of these recent discoveries and try 10 integrate
the material into a new synthesis.

After an introductory chapter, chapter two examines the few
sources from the Middle Bronze Age {ca. 2000-1550 B.C.E.) which are
purported to mention the area of Damascus (known at that time as the
land of "Apum).

Chapter three attempts to reconstruct the role ot the area of
Damascus in the rise of the Egyptian Empire under the New Kingdom
pharaohs and in the developing power struggle between Egypt and
the Hittites for the control of Syria-Palestine.

Chapter four deals with the transitional period of ca. 1200-931,
when the state of Upi developed into an Aramaean state. The
conquest of Damascus by David and the gaining of its independence
during the reign of Sclomon are discussed here.

Chapter five covers the period from ca. 931-844, the years in which
Damascus gained great political stature. Discussions of the queslion
of whether Hezion, the grandfather of Bir-Hadad I, and Rezon, who
rebelled against Solomon, are the same person. and of the attack of
Bir-Hadad | on northern Israel and its date, are followed by major
analyses of the reign of Hadad-cidr and the question of the identity of
the king of Damascus who was murdered by the usurper Hazael.

The final chapter follows the events of the reign of Hazael,
probably the most powerful king of Aram Damascus, and the decline
of the state under Hazael's son, Bir-Hadad fl1l. The dissertation
concludes with an analysis of the reign of the last king of the
independent state of Aram Damascus, Ragyan, and the capture of
Damascus by Tiglath-Fileser lll of Assyriain 732 B.C.E.

Notice

There is an increasing number of academic studies
done throughout the world on the Assyrian Heritage
that should be of a great interest to all of us.

We urge our readers to reflect on these studies as
they illustrate to the world the richness and immortal-
ity of the Assynan Heritage.

If you wish to buy any of these studies, please
contact:

University Microfilm International
300 N. Zeeb Road
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106
Tel. 800-521-3042

American Schools of Oriental
Research (ASOR)

Fellowships, Scholarships, Professor-

ships, and Travel Grants for 1984-85 are

available for humanistic study of the

Middle East from prehistoric through

Islamic times:

—-NEH Post-Doctoral Research Felleowships
in Jerusalem and Amman

—-Annual Professorships in Jerusalem,
Amman, and Nicosia.

--Samuel H. Kress Foundation Fellowship
in Jerusalem

--George A. Barton Fellowship in
Jerusalem

—=5hell Companies Foundation Fellow-
ship in Amman

--W.F. Albright Fellowship in the Middle
East

--Honorary awards in Jerusalem,
and Nicosia.

Application deadline for most awards:

November 1983. Contact: ASOR Admini-

strative Office; 4243 Spruce Street;

Pniladelphia, PA. 19104. (215} 222-4643/

4644,

Amman,
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“Armenians, Kurds and Assyrians may be obedien:
citizens, hut their dreams and their historical memories

lie elsewhere. David C. Gordon
The Republic of Lebarnon,

Nation in Jeopardy,

1983



A Colonized Person . . .

If communication finally takes place, it is not with-
out its dangers, The teacher and school represent a
world which is too different from his family environ-
ment. In both cases, far from preparing the adoles-
cent to find himself completely, school creates a
permanent duality in him.

The colonized is saved from illiteracy only to fall
into linguistic dualism. This happens only if he is
lucky, since most of the colonized will never have
the good fortune to suffer the tortures of colonial
bilingualism. They will never have anything but
their native tongue; that is, a tongue which is neither
written nor read, permitting only uncertain and poor
oral development.

Granted, small groups of academicians persist in
developing the language of their people, perpetuat-
ing it through scholarly pursuits into the splendors
of the past. But its subtle forms bear no relationship
to everyday life and have become obscure to the man

on the street. The colonized considers those venerable .

scholars relics and thinks of them as sleepwalkers
who are living in an old dream.

If only the mother tongue was allowed some in-
fluence on current social life, or was used across the
counters of government offices, or directed the postal
service: but this is not the case, The entire bureauc-
racy, the entire coust system, all industry hears and
uses the colonizer's language. Likewise, highway
martkings, railroad station signs, street signs and re-
ceipts make the colonized feel like a foreigner in
his own country.

In the colonial context, bilingualism is necessary.
It is a condition for all culture, all communication
and all progress. But while the colonial bilinguist is
saved from being walled in, he suffers a cultural
catastrophe which is never completely overcome.

The difference between native language and cul-
tural language is not peculiar to the colonized, but
colonial bilingualism cannot be compared to just any
linguistic dualism. Possession of two languages is
not merely a matter of having two tools, but actually
means participation in two psychical and cultural
realms. Here, the two worlds symbolized and con-
veyed by the two tongues are in conflict; they are
those of the colonizer and the colonized.
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Furthermore, the colonized’s mother tongue, that
which is sustained by his feelings, emotions and
dreams, that in which his tenderness and wonder are
expressed, thus that which holds the greatest emo-
tional impact, is precisely the ope which is the least
valued. It has no stature in the country or in the
concert of peoples. If he wants to obtain a job, make
2 place for himself, exist in the community and the
world, he must first bow to the language of his mas-
ters. In the linguistic conflict within the colonized,
his mother tongue is that which is crushed. He him-
self sets about discarding this infirm langnage, hid-
ing it from the sight of strangers. In short, colonial

bilinguzlism is neither 2 purely bilingual situation in
which an indigenous tongue coexists with a purist's
language (both belonging to the same wotld of feel-
ing), nor a simple polyglot richness benefiting from
an extra but relatively neuter alphabet; it is a lin-
guistic drama.

Some express wonder at the fact that the colonized
does not have a living literature in his own language.
Why should he turn to literature, considering that
he disdains it? Similarly, he turns away from his
music, the plastic arts and, in effect, his entire tradi-
tional culture. His linguistic ambiguity is the symbol
and one of the major causes of his cultural ambiguity.
The position of a colonized writer is a perfect illus-
tration of this. The material conditions of the exist-
ence of the colonized would suffice to explain the
rarity of writers. The excessive poverty of the major-
ity drastically reduces the probability of finding a
budding and developing writer. However, history
shows us that only one privileged class is enough to
provide an entire people with artists. The fact is that
the role of a colonized writer is too difficult to sus-
tain, He incarnates a magnified vision of all the am-
biguities and impossibilities of the colonized.

Suppose that he has learned to manage his lan-
guage to the point of recreating it in written works;
for whom shall he write, for what public? If he per-
sists in writing in his language, he forces himself to
speak before an audience of deaf men.

&~




He must, in either case, overcome his handicap,
Although a colonial bilinguist has the advantage of
knowing two tongues, he wastes much of his imag-
ination and energy in attempting to achieve a pro-
ficiency that will never be fully realized. This is an-
other explanation of the slow birth of colonial litera-
ture. After this there re-emerges the ambiguity of the
colonized writer in a new but even more serious
form.

It is a curious fate to write for a people other than
one’s own, and it is even stranger to write to the
conquerors of one’s people. Wonder was expressed
at the acrimony of the first colonized writers, Do
they forget that they are addressing the same public
whose tongue they have borrowed? However, the
writer is neither unconscious, nor ungrateful, nor in-
solent. As soon as they dare speak, what will they tell
just those people, other than of their malaise and
revolt? Could words of peace or thoughts of grati-
tude be expected from those who have been suffer-
ing from a loan that compounds so much interest?
For a loan which, besides, will never be anything but
a loan. We are here, it is true, putting aside fact for
conjecture. But it is so easy to read, so obvious. The

emergence of a literature of a colonized people, the
development of consciousness by North African
writers for example, is not an isolated occurrence. It
is part of the development of the self-consciousness
of an entire human group, The fruit is not an acci-
dent or miracle of a plant but a sign of its maturity.
At most, the surging of the colonized artist is slightly
ahead of the development of collective consciousness
in which he participates and which he hastens by par-
ticipating in it. And the most urgent claim of a group
about to revive is certainly the liberation and restora-
tion of its language.

Albert Memmui

The Colonizer and the Colonized

Nineveh's Note:

Albert Memmi 1s an author and expert on the
sociology and psychology of the colonized people.
He now lectures at French universities. His mes-
sage has much relevance to the plight of Assyrians.
We highly recommend his writings.
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From the Wisdom of Ahikar

“Be not like a bare, leafless tree that doth not grow,
but be like a tree covered with its leaves and its boughs,
for the man who has neither wife nor children is dis-
graced in the world and is hated by them, like a leafless
and fruitless tree.”

“Be like a fruitful 1ree on the roadside, whose fruit is
eaten by all who pass by, and the beasts of the desert rest
under its shade and eat of its leaves.”

“Be not afraid of thy Lord who created thee, lest He be
silent to thee.”

“Make thy speech faiv and sweeten thy tongue; and
permit not thy companion to iread on thy foot, lest he
tread at anorher time on thy breast.”

“If thou heat a wise man with a word of wisdom, it will
lurk in his breast like u subtle sense of shame; but if thou
drub the ignorani with a stick he will neither understand
nor hear.”

“If thou send a wise man for thy needs, do not give
him many orders, for he will do thy business as thou
desirest: and if thou send a fool, do not order him, but go
thyself and do thy husiness, for if thou order him, he will
not do what thow desirest. If they send thee on business,
hasten 10 fulfil it quickly.”

“Teach thy son frugality and hunger, that he may do
well in the management of his household.”

“The hiindness of the heart is more grievous than the
hlindness of the eyes, for the blindness of the eves may be
guided little hy little, but the blindness of the heart is not
guided, and it leaves the straight path, and goes in a
crooked way.”

“The stumbling of @ man with his foot Is beiter than
the stumhling of a mun with his iongue.”

“A friend who is near is better than a more excellent
hrother vwho is far away.”

“Beauty fades but learning lasts, and the world wanes
and hecomes vain. hut ¢ good name neither hecomes
vain nor wanes.”

“The man who hath no rest, his death were better than
his life: and the sound of weeping is hetter than the
sound of singing. for sorrow and weeping, if the fear of
God be inthem. are hetter than the sound of singing und
rejoicing.

“Make thy eloquence easy to the listener, and be not
hasiv 1o return an gnswer. "

“When thou hast heard anything, hide it not.”

"Loose not a sealed knot, nor untie it, and seal not ¢
loosened knot.”

“Covel not outward beauty, for it wanes and passes
away, but an honourable remembrance lasts for ave.”

“Desire not a woman bedizened with dress and with
oiniments, who is despicable and silly in her soul. Woe
to thee if thou bestow on her anything that is thine, or
commit 1o her what is in thine hand and she entice thee
into sin, and God be wroth with thee.”

“Be not like the almond-tree, for it brings forth leaves
‘before all the trees, and edible fruit after them all, but be
like the mulberry-tree, which brings forth edible fruir
before all the trees, and leaves after them all.”

"Bend thy head low down, and soften thy voice, and
be courteous, and walk in the straight path, and be not
Sfoolish. And riase not thy voice when thou laughest, for
if it were by a loud voice that a house was buill, the ass
would build many houses every day; and if it were by
dint of strength that the plough were driven, the plough
would never be removed from under the shoulders of the
camels.”

"The removing of stones with a wise man is better
than the drinking of wine with a sorry man.”

“When thou hast got thee a comrade or a friend, try
him, and afterwards make him a comrade and a friend;
and do not prise him without a trial;, and do not spoil thy
speech with a man who lacks wisdom.”

"While a shoe stays on thy foor, walk with it on the
thorns, and make a road for thy son, and for thy house-
hold and thy children, and make thy ship taur before she
goes on the sea and its waves and sinks and cannot be
saved.” '

“ff the rich man eat a snake, they say, ‘It is by his
wisdom, and if a poor man eat it, the people say, 'From
his hunger.' ™

“Be content with thy dailv hread and thy goods, and
cover not what is another’s.”

“The ignorant man fulls and stumbles, and the wise
man, even if he stumbles, he is not shaken, and even if he
falls he geis up quickly, and if he 15 sick, he can take care
of his life. Bui as for the ignorant, stupid man, for his
disease there is no drug.”
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KAT! ‘E, _\_] X l HE GREAT In the darkened skies of our literature, Wil-

liam Daniel completes another Masterpiece.

- Nineveh Magazine
Dear Reader:

William Daniel once more bas completed a literary work of eminence. As [ have had the hanor to type his manuscript,
I have appreciated its high value. This work of 300 pages of sparkling poetry is rich in the following attributes: a
constantly changing meter, that eliminates any possibility of boredom; unexpected rhymes that hold the reader in
pleasant surprise; souiful word pictures that stir the emotion to the point of tears; unforgetable romantic moments;
descriptions of folkloric customs; richness of terminology and above all, the true meaning of national devotion. These
and other qualities are the tools in the hands of the author with which to create IMMORTAL POETRY.

This literary masterpiece of KATEENY The Great With KARAMI The Elkushite, not only completes incidents that
took place in Book II, but also brings with it spiritual satisfaction by drawing a meaningful picture of national
expectations.

For copies, please communicate with the author, George Bet-Shlimon
President of the Assyrian Foundation of America

1665 Blossom Hill Road, San Jose, California 95124, or with
Nineveh Magazine. £y faa\.o
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“It is essential for us, a small people, to search for the
common bonds rather than emphasize the barriers that
separate us. We need to learn more about each other's
religious practices and the reasons for them.”

Dr. Eden Naby, Harvard University
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