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Letters to

NINEVEH

In Support of Nineveh

[ 'was delighted to learn about several Assyrian publi-
cations. I have been deprived of reading and learning
about our people and their present difficulties for quite
some time.

1 would like you to know that 1 am well aware of the
difficulties involved in bringing a publication to being
with minimal resources. And I'd like Lo take this oppor-
tunity to thank you for your effort and dedication to the
Assyrian cause. ! assure you, your effort is not in vain.
Please count on my support when needed.

Isaac Ramsini
Santa Ana, CA

Nineveh :

Thank you for sending Nineveh, Vol. 6, Nos. 3and 4.
Thaveread inthem and learned a good deal about the
views of Assyrians and Copts in the U.S.

Daniel Pipes
Lecturer on History
Harvard Urnuversity

A Homesick Assyrian

I am an Assyrian originally from Beirut, Lebanon,
now residing in Pecria, llinois, undertaking a program
of studies that will ultimately culminate in my earning
the degree of M.D. at the University of Illinois, College
of Medicine, at Peoria.

Since there is no Assyrian group in Peoria, it is easy
for one to become homesick. Inthe hope of ameliorating
my condition, I wish to subscribe to your magazine.
Reading about my people, though not a substitute for
being with them, is at least something.

Ronald Michael
Peoria, Iliinois

Nineveh:

1 am an Assyrian student of Civil Engineering in
England. I understand that for the 50th Anniversary of
Simel Massacre, you have a coverage in Vol. 6, No. 3 of
Nineveh magazine.

I wonder, therefore, 1If you would be so good as to
send me a copy of that issue for my study.

Before closing my letter let me introduce you to a new
Assyrian center in Iran, called: The Voice of Nineveh,
which is directed by Mr. Sargon M. Amirkhas, The aim
of The Voice of Nineveh is to encourage Assyrian lan-
guage, religion and culture, particularly amongst youth.

Ramina Aprim
Liverpool, England

Nineveh'’s Noie: For more infurmation on The Voice af Nineveh, write to:
Sargon M. Amirkhas, cfo The Voice of Nineveh, P.O. Box 31-1590. Tehran
13, fran.

YOU HAVE WANDFERED TO
THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE
WORILD, but the M vstique of Assyria

has stayed with you . . .
Keep up with the Assyrian world,

Keep up with the rest of the world

Subscribe to

NINEVEH

e ——— T

SEND YOUR
TAX DEDICTIBLE
CONTRIBUTION TO

THE CENTER FOR
MIDDLE EASTERN STUDIES
1737 Cambridge Street
Cambridge, Mass. 02138

Checks to be made out to:

CMES, HARVARD UNIVERSITY
FOR THE DAVID B. PERLEY
MEMORIAL ASSYRIAN FUND

The monies from this fund wifl
be wused 10 subsidize the
publication of scholarly books
or monographs in the English
language about the Assyrians
since the Seventeenth Century.
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Assyrian Problem

A Petition from Assyrians of Irag to Mr. Loy W. Henderson,
the American Ambassador to Iraq in 1945
Enclosure No. [ to Dispatch No. 698, dated April 11, 1945 from the American Legaiion at Baghdad.

From all public speeches and official statements made
by the Allied Statesmen since the beginning of the pres-
ent war the declared policy of the Governments of all the
United Nations is understood to be cooperation to
establish and maintain permanent international peace
and security. The Allied Powers have declared their
belief in essentiality of establishing competent interna-
tional institutions for finding practical solutions for
world’s social, economic and political problems so as to
remove all future causes of wars. It is with this particular
object that the Allied Powers are utilizing the services of
all experts at their disposal for preparation of compre-
hensive plans in order to carry out disarmament and
complete destruction of aggressive militarism of states
whose armed forces have supported unprovoked aggres-
sive policy of their Governments who aimed at annihila-
tion, enslavement and domination of small and defence-
less nations and peoples. It is also intended to eliminate
Fascism, Nazism and all similar regimes together with
their sympathizers, sattelites and collaborationists who
supported Axis policy and to replace them by peaceful
democratic Governments. [t is also intended to make
careful consideration of and methods to compensate all
damages done by wars of aggressive nations. It is desired
to relieve the oppressed and destitute people imme-
diately after their liberation to arrange for their repatria-
tion, restoration of their essential services, to help them
in their urgently needed agricultural and industrial pro-
ductions. Above all to extend recognition of rights of
both small and great nations and peoples and to form
new entities out of the peoples who have proved their
loyalty, wisdom and goodwill to enjoy sovereign rights
and equality thus putting in practical practice the high
ideals embodied in the Atlantic Charter and subsequent
allied declaration.

Here we humbly present the case of a brave, loyal,
eligible and most deserving people who ornce were a
great and advanced nation of about forty millionsand a
powerful Empire whose contribution to science and
culture are numerous together with its propogation of
christianity, educating and enlightening services
throughout the Continent of Asia are unsurpassed. But
as a result of twenty six centuries of aresions [sic] and
persecutions has been reduced to a few hundreds of
thousands.

In order to end their sufferings they accepted the
Allies proposals to join them in World War One while
realizing the heavy sacrifices which would be demanded
by them by fighting the Central powers and their Satte-
lites. They joined the Allies and fought gallantly making
every possible sacrifice, proportionately greater than

any of the other allied nations. Having performed their
part and as a result losing their Autonomous political
status within the Ottoman Empire and their position as
a Millet in Persia (Iran) sacrificing our homeland all our
movable and immovable properties and more than half
of our men, women, and children who were either killed
on the battle fields or massacred in cold blood. Having
thus born the heavy expense of the war but performing
our part in that great and momentous struggle for the
final allied victory.

After the armistice when the Assyrians appeared
before the Allied Tribunals demanding a settlement for
their claims in accordance with the Allied promises we
were unfortunately refused a hearing. It was decided
that ourancient fatherland (Assyria) which was wrested
from the Ottoman Empire not without the valuable
blood of our sons, to be renamed Iraq and be given to
the war time enemies of the allies — the Mesopotamian
Arabs — who as subjects of the Sultan had fought
against the Allied Army ferociously both as regular
soldiers, as volunteer Arab tribal hordes and as Mos-
lems. Contrary to all approved principles of justice and
humanity these enemies were treated as friends and
given the country a constitutional government and
independence. Whereas we, the Assyrians, were refused
direct representation and treated as enemies and left no
alternative but either to starve or become serfs to our
former enemies. In spite of our continuous appeals and
protestations as to the future treatment which we
expected that would be accorded to us by our new and
unfriendly masters, no attention was paid to us. Later
oppressive social, economic, administrative and politi-
cal measures were immediately adapted against us
intended to bring about gradual but complete annihila-
tion of this loyal people who had thrown their lot with
the Allied Powers. Living was made so intclerable as a
result of the measures adapted against us and as pre-
viousty foretold they culminated in the 1933 massacre of
peaceful loyal Assyrian serfs iving in the villages of their
new masters. This act was committed by regular Iraqi
Armed Forces under direct instructions from the Cen-
iral Government. After we brought the case before the
League of Nations the sole excuse for this act of barba-
rism committed against poor, hungry, and unemployed
Assyrians who had entered Syria in search of employ-
ment, food and lands for settlement and cultivation
where they could live in peace and secure from aggres-
sion and to escape serfdom, destitution and oppression,
was described by the Iraqi delegates as an unexpected
excesses to have taken place as a result of stabilizing
measures adapted by his Government for maintenance



of internal security. When the League realized the real
position of the Assyrians once more reviewed the Assy-
rian problem and the council decided that it was neces-
sary to find a reasonable and humane solution of the
Assyrian problem. Unfortunately before any thing prac-
tical could have been done the Axis powers presented
and engapged the League with new and more compli-
cated problemns. When the present war broke outin 1933
no permanent and reasonable solution had been found.
The preliminary steps taken by the League had resulted
in dividing the Assyrians between two countries of frag
and Syria. Whereas their other oppressed brethren in
Iran and those who had so kindly been given refuge in
Russia and United States and other similar smaller
communities all over the world were awaiting a practical
solution where they would be allowed to join their
brethren and live in peace and secure from molestations.

During 1941 when the existence of the British Empire
and of the whole civilized world was threatened by the
aggressive and formidable armies of the Axis Powers
who had defeated the allied armies in the west and
southern Europe and occupied Crete and when the
German and Fascist Armies were marching on Egypt,
threatening the foothold of the allied armies in the Mid-
dle and Near East suddenly Iraqi Government — ene-
mies of the Allies during the first World War and super-
ficial friends of the British during the period between the
two wars joined hands with the Axis Powers stabbed the
British in the back and invited the Fascist and Nazi Air
Forces to come in and help them to push the British out
of Iraqso as to enable them to place at the disposal of the
Axis Powers all their resources including food supplies,
important acrodromes, all lines and means of communi-
cations above all the Oil Fields so important to the
Allied Armies, Navies and Air Forces. At this historic
moment —the Assyrians allies of the former war though
treated as enemies during the period between the two
wars — seeing this act of treachery declared themselves
on the side of Great Britain and her Allies, risking their
very existence at a time when even the possibilities of the
Allied recovery was doubtful, fought gallantly and fan-
atically thus winning the first Allied victory in this war
over the Fascist and Axis Air Forces and the armies of
their Iraqi Sattelites at Habbaniyah and Fillujah in May
1941, thus forcing the Air Forces to evacuate Iraq at the
same time defeating the Tragi Army and Arab tribal
hordes bringing about armistice thus securing the whele
of the resources of Irag for the future use of the Allies.
How could any other people have made such a noble
and historical decision and under such circumstances “A
NATION IS ANATION NO MATTER SMALL OR
GREAT.”

Had the Assyrians acted otherwise as many peoples
acted and would have acted under such circumstances, it
is almost certain that the Allies would have been
deprived of the use of vital war means and materials and
how long it would have taken and at what cost to regain
them it is a matter for experts to decide. Besides the

Assyrians ignored all war time profits and on the request
of the British Authorities volunteered in thousands and
joined the Royal Air Force ground forces at a meagre
rate of three pounds per mensem and served on the most
difficult and important duties of guarding the Aero-
dromes, ammunition dumps, other important war mate-
rials and all lines of communications in the Middle and
Near Eastern countries and among internally hostile
public of Iraq, Iran, Syria, Palestine, and in Cyprus.
They have since taken active part in the Mediterranean
and Southern European theatres of war and have
crowned themselves in glory by making every sacrifice
with one and only object, to be rewarded by a home
where they can settle, be secured work and live in peace
and have freedom of speech and worship and freedom
from want under a Government in whom they will have
confidence as promised by Atlantic Charter,

On the other hand the Assyrians in Iran placed at the
disposal of the Allied powers a large volume of heavy
efficient and reliable mechanical transport for transpor-
tation of most important war materials from the Persian
Gulf. They also placed at the disposal of the Allies and
served in all capacities where they could be of proven use
to the Allied War effort. It is needless to mention that
when the Germans were invading Caucasus thousands
of Assyrians volunteered to join the Red Army and play
their part in stemming the advance of the Germans. The
Assyrians in Russia and in United States have joined the
Armed Forces of their respective countries and are
rendering valuable services.

From the available information, it appears that the
valuable services and sacrifices made by the Assyrians
during the present war similar to those of the last are
going to be claimed and credited to others and utilized
by the approved oppressors against the interests of the
Assyrians, We wanted to be known as it is no secret to us
that the Iraqi public still considers the decision of the
Assyrians to join and fight on the side of the Allies while
they (Iraqis) had decided and joined the Axis powers, a
treacherous act on the part of the Assyrians and are
therefore looking for a suitable opportunity to retaliate.
This opportunity will be provided when the war is over
and the Allied forces stationed in this country are repat-
riated and if no provisions are made to protect the
Assyrians against their oppressors.

Unless the leading Allied Powers and noble Govern-
ments of the United Nations undertake in the name of
justice and humanity to intervene and demand the Assy-
rians be provided with rights for direct representation,
and refuse any possible claims by others the credit for
their valuable services and sacrifices during the present
war preparations have been made in order to exploit the
situation and prevent such claims and thus further pre-
vent repetition of the great injustice which was done to
the Assyrians at the end of the last war which has been
left homeless destitute oppressed and persecuted.

We further wish to warn those unfamiliar with the
mentality of Iraqi Arabs not to be mistaken to believe



that a Cabinet change in [raq as is the case, can any way
bring about a change in public opinion and in the exist-
ing administrative, political, judicial, diplomatic, mil-
itary and police machinery of the state, ninety percent of
them enthusiastically have supported their Government
Policy when that Government declared war on the Allies
in suppert of Axis Powers nothing has undergone any
appreciable changes since. It is the same public support
led by the same existing state machinery who consider
the Assyrians responsible and instrumental in bringing
about the defeat of their military forces and shattering of
their pro-Axis war aims and inflicting on them Josses in
men and material, they therefore consider it their prime
duty to retaliate in due course.

We the Assyrians appeal to the justice and humanitar-
ian principles of the Allied Governments that:

(a) We may be considered a separate and distinct people
(nation) which joined the allies in both wars and made
great sacrifice losing its political Autonomous Status, its
movable and immovable property, social educational
religious institutions, all of its financial wealth and more
than half of its people either killed on the battlefields or
massacred in cold blood.

(b) We may be given the right representation in order to
enable us to put our case in its true form before the
competent Allied Institutions and to avoid decision
taken on it$ presentation by the interested parties who
have misrepresented it in the past as a result of which we
have the suffering since the last war.

(c) In order to enable direct representation we request
that provisions are made by the Allied Governments in
requesting all countries in which the Assyrians domi-
ciled to allow them to appoint their own representatives
so as to make up a delegation of all Assyrians for
submitting their case and representing their people
before the competent Allied institutions which wll be
formed for organizing post war world order.

(d) That our request for secure home where our refuge
disorganized oppressed persecuted and homeless people
to be given serious consideration.

(e) That Assyrians to be placed on the agendas of all
competent institutions which will be formed in order to
take into consideration and make necessary compensa-
tion for all moral political and material damages caused
by the two successive wars and precautions taken to
prevent the loyal Assyrians from becoming victims {or
having supported the Allied but to be included for every
constructive and relief work intended for reparations of
damages, proper settlement rehabilitation and restora-
tion of their urgently needed services and in their agn-
cultural and industria) production required for peaceful
daily life.

The Great |IQ Debate

Race, ethnicity, and the limits of intelligence tests

This report is excerpled [from the
newsmagazine "The Economist” of London.

hat precisely is intel-
W ligence? Although the word
is bandied about and most

people consider themselves good judges
of intelligence or the lack of it in others,
it is extraordinarily hard to define.

It is not synonymous with worldly
achievement. One individual may have
been educated in the “best" schools,
have climbed a ladder of geod connec-
tions to a coveted position, and still be
regarded as dim. Another may be
judged bright but prove lazy or
uninterested. Nor is inielligence
synonymous with erudition. Most pec-
ple would make a distinction between a
good memory and a good intellect, be-

World Press Review/March 1984

tween acquired knowledge and the
capacity to reason.

What is it: the ability to soive prob-
lems; to think abstractly and analyt-
ically; to distinguish between the rele-
vant and the extraneous; to discern a
pattern in a jumble of information, to
“see the woods for the trees”? Probably
that is closer to what the layman has in
mind. But it is a narrow definition; it
embraces only “cognitive skills.”

Consider these definitions: “To judge
well, to comprehend well, to reason
well — these are the essential activities
of intelligence.” And: “the aggregate or
global capaeity of the individual to act
purposefully, to think rationally, and
to deal effectively with his environ-
ment.” The first was propounded by the
French psychelogist Alfred Binet, the
original inventor of intelligence tests;

5

the second by David Wechsler, the
American deviser of widely used
modern 1Q tests.

Curious as it now seem.s, particularly
in the 1940s and 1950s, intelligence
tests were seen as liberating and
democratizing. It was accepted without
question that the tests could penetrate
the veneer of wealth and privilege and
that talent was no respecter of family,
class, or race. It followed that properly
framed ability tests could advance the
American dream of giving each person
the oppartunity to express hig talent.

That view has changed radically,
both in the U.S. and elsewhere. Too
often exaggerated claims were made
for what intetligence tests could reveal.
Many of the early tests were poorly con-
ceived and poorly administered. And
the political and social context in which



they were used has changed. The focus
has shifted from the chosen to the ex-
cluded — IQ testing as a tool not of
liberation but of discrimination.

Intelligence tests focus on a relative-
ly narrow, if important, range of
cognitive skills: verbal, guantitative,
and abstract reasoning abilities. They
do not, except tangentially, measure
determination, motivation, social
awareness, intuition, or creativity.
Practice or coaching can boost scores,
and an individual’s performance can be
affected by mood, attitude, and health.

The items on a modern IQ) test are ar-
ranged in ascending order of difficulty.
The easier items familiarize people
with the idicsyncrasies of the test-
deviger and constitute training for the
harder items. Somebody who is both
quick and accurate will do particularly
well, but speed and high scoring do not
necessarily go together.

1Q tests are meant to be tied as little
as possible to specific knowledge. A
typical achievement " test measures
reasoning ability as well as a repertoire
of facts; an IQ test demands a
knowledge of language, numbers, and
other basic skills. I does, however,
predict academic performance better
than anything else.

Not surprisingly, scores on different
intelligence tests tend to correlate
highly. The various tests have in com-
mon an ability to measure an under-
lying ‘“general ability” or even
“general intelligence.”

In the nineteenth ¢century measuring
brain size seemed the only way to
measure brainpower. When Alfred
Binet began trying to measure iniel-
ligence of children around the turn of
the century, he began by measuring
their heads. The results were often
anomalous or statistically insignifi-
cant, 50 he decided to measure the chil-
dren’s performance instead.

Binet’s intelligence test was an in-
stant success. By 1911, the year he
died, it was being used by seventy-one
of the eighty-four American cities that
administered psychological tests to
identify retarded children. The trans-
formation of Binet’s idea — the develop-
ment of intelligence tests as instru-
ments of screening — came guickly.

World War 1 launched mass 1Q
testing inthe U.8. army. The tests were
unsophisticated and their administra-

tion often chaotic, but the impact after
the war was huge. The army experi-
ment had demonstrated that mass test-
ing was possible and had bequeathed a
corps of trained psychologists eager to
carry on the good work.

The wartime experience also demon-
strated the degree to which test results
can lead to extravagant conclusions.
Eugenists pounced on data showing
that native whites scored highest,
northwestern European immigrants
not badly, and immigrants from
southern and eastern Europe much
lower. The fact that test scores cor-
related strongly with the number of
years of residence in the U.5. and of

“Still a
black-white
gap...”
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schooling was blithely ignored. Argu-
ments drawn from the army data were
partly responsible for the bias in the
1924 immigration act against southern
and eastern Europeans.

By the time World War II was over
Americans had become the most tested
people on Earth. In 1956 the president
of the Educational Testing Service
described computer-scored mass tests
as America’s secret weapon in its con-
test with the Soviet Union.

The bubble burst when optimistic
theory ran up against unpalatable fact.
In the U.S. the Nationa! Academy of
Sciences reported in 1982 that evidence
accurnulated in the 1860s indicated
that “whatever the distribution of
merit in society, the ability to do well
on specific tests was not equally divid-
ed among different segments of society.
When the federal government under-
took, in a series of major civil rights
statutes, to insure that all groups share
equally in the benefits and participate
fully at all levels of society, testing
entered a new phase.”

1Q became the object of litigation and
the center of a passionate debate over
the relative intelligence of blacks and
whites. Based on hundreds of studies,
American blacks score 15 I1Q points
below American whites. But is the gap
a measure of the impact of past and

present discriminaticn or of something
else as well?

The gap matters psychologically be-
cause it can be used to label blacks as
intellectually inferior. But are IQ tests )
that are fair for whites unfair for
blacks because of the way they are con-
structed and administered?

Research efforts have been made to
see whether the tests may be biased be-
cause they use “standard” English and
are administered by white examiners;
because they are culturally weighted
through the use of test items referring
to things such as exotic znimals,
fairytales, or musical instruments; or
because predictions of test results con-
sistently underestimate the actual per-
formance of blacks. (Educators and
employers often use “prediction equa-
tiong” calculated from past [Q-type
scores to judge candidates.)

In 1969 Prof. Arthur Jensen, an
American psychologist, published an
article that caused a storm. Many peo-
ple, worried about the black-white 1Q
gap, had regarded it as an indicator of
past and present discrimination and
had assumed that it could be wiped out
eventually by measures insuring that
blacks were treated equally.

In his article Prof. Jensen argued
that most of the gap was due not to dif-
ferences in environment but to dif-
ferences in genetic inheritance. Vir-
tually ncbody doubts that most human
traits are the product of both genes and
environment, and there is no reason to
think that this is not also true of in-
telligence. But it is impossible to assess
the relative importance of nature and
nurture. For one thing, little is known
about the genetic underpinning of in-
telligence except that a great many
genes must be involved. There is no
single gene for 1Q as there is a gene for,
say, red hair.

More to the point, it is possible to
postulate circumstances in which en-
vironment would be all-important. If
you took a newborn infant, isolated it
in a dark room, arranged for it to be
robot-fed, and then, at age ten, gave it
an IQ test, its score would be zero.

If you could arrange that a group of
people  had completely  identical
environments you could say that, error
aside, differences in the 1Q perfor-
mance must be explained entirely by
genetic variation. Alternatively, in a



group with an identical pgenetic
makeup differences in performance
could be explained entirely by differ-
ences in environment. Chviously you
cannot find a sample of people who
have experienced identical en-
vironments in every way — continuous-
ly — from the moment of concepticn,
but you can find people with identical
genetic makeups: identical twins.

Twin studies lie at the heart of heri-
tability estimates. But there are huge
snags. Identical twing raised apart are
not available in large samplings. Nor
are they likely to be scattered over a
representative sample of families;
some may have been brought up by
close relations; others carefully placed
by adoption agenciesin a limited range
of “acceptable” homes, quite pessibly
unlike their parents’.

The one highly convincing set of data
on identical twins — and one that vield-
ed a very high estimate of heritability
— was produced by Sir Cyril Burt, &
respected English psychologist. But
after his death in 1971 Sir Cyril was in-
dicted for both conscious and uncen-
scious fraud and his data have been set

aside. Other studies of identical twins
raised apart all have weakrneases.
That there is a correlation between
children’s 1Q and social class — or
socioeconomic  status — 18 well
established. But in the U.S,, if you plot
children’s 1Qs according to the usual
status indicators — parents’ education;
the job and income of the head of the

“Coaching
can boost
scores...”
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household - there is still a substantial
black-white IQ gap, averaging 10-12
points. In short, if environmental fac-
tors are depressing blacks’ 1Q per-
formance they are too subtle and per-
vasive to be captured by crude
statistical indicators of class.
Urfortunately there is no way to
transport a sample of black children in-
to a color-blind white environment in
the U.S. to see what would happen to

1Qs. The ¢losest approximation to this
was an accident of history: the father-
ing of children by black cccupation
troops in Germany after World War IT.
A study of a representative sample of
such children and of a comparable sam-
ple fathered by white troops yielded in-
triguing results.

The children were mothered by Ger-
man women, mainly from the working
class; had no real contact with their
natural fathers, and were generally
brought up in difficult circumstances —
many were still living in barracks,
housing for the unemployed, or state
housing in 1960. The children of black
fathers had an additional handicap:
their status as offspring of women who
had had affairs with the “enemy” was
¢learly advertised by their skin.

Both sets of children were given a
German version of the Wechsler IQ
test, The whites had an average score
of 97.2; the blacks, 86.5.

This sort of study is not conclusive
proof of the potency of environmental
manipulation. Nor, on the whole, have
the results of more elaborate experi-
ments in “enriched” educdtion been
conclusive. But they need not be. The
burden of proof rests on the other side.

Laws on equality of opportunity are
passed on moral, humanitarian, and
political grounds. Critics who argue
that they will end in tears because they
are wildly optimistic in their aims have
yet to make their case, =
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THE ASSYRIAN CHURCH OF THE EAST IN HASSEKA, KHABOUR

NEEDS YOUR HELP

DONATIONS ARE NEEDED FOR THE PURCHASE OF LAND
AND CONSTRUCTION OF A CHURCH AND BISHOPRIC IN
THE CITY OF HASSEKA, KHABOUR, SYRIA.

THIS IS AN EXTREMELY IMPORTANT NEED
FOR OUR ASSYRIAN CHURCH IN SYRIA.

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE WISHES OF H!S HOLINESS,
THE PATRIARCH, WE ASK FOR YOUR SUPPORT TO THIS
NOBLE CAUSE AND FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTION TO THE BEST
OF YOUR ABILITY. MAY GOD’S BILESSINGS BE UPON YOU.

ASSYRIAN CHURCH OF THE EAST, CENTRAL COMMITTEE,
IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA



A Colonized Person . ..

As mentioned before, the same goes for com-
munity affairs. “They are not capable of governing
themselves,” says the colonizer. "That 1s why,” he
explains, I don't let them and will never let them,
enter the government.”

The fact is that the colonized does not govern.
Being kept away from power, he ends up by losing
both interest and feeling for control. How could he
be interested in something from which he is so reso-
lutely excluded? Among the colonized few men ate
suitable for government. How could such a long ab-
sence from autonomous government give rise to
skill? Can the colonizer succeed in barring the colo-
nized from future participation in government by
cheating him from this role in the present?

Since the colonized’s organizations have national-
istic claims, it is often concluded that the colonized
are chauvinistic. Nothing is less true. What is in-
volved, on the contrary, is an ambition and a form of
mob psychology which appeals to passionate mo-
tives. Except among the militants of this national
renaissance, the usual signs of chauvinism—aggres-
sive love for the flag, use of patriotic songs, fervent
feeling of belonging to the same national organiza-
tion—are rare among the colonized. It is repeated
that the colonization precipitated the awakening of
national consciousness of the colonized. One could
state equally well that it moderated the tempo of this
awareness by keeping the colonized apart from the
true conditions of contemporary citizenship. It is not
a coincidence that colonized peoples are the last to
awaken to national consciousness.

The colonized enjoys none of the attributes of
citizenship; neither his own, which is dependent, con-
tested and smothered, nor that of the colonizer. He
can hardly adhere to one or claim the other. Not
having his just place in the community, not enjoying
the rights of a modern citizen, not being subject to
his normal duties, not voting, not bearing the burden
of community affairs, he cannot feel like a true citi-
zen. As a result of colonization, the colonized almost

never experiences nationality and citizenship, except
privately. Nationally and civically he is only what
the colonizer is not.

This social and historical mutilation gives rise to
the most serious consequences. It contributes to
bringing out the deficiencies in the other aspects of
the colonized’s life and, by a countereffect which is
frequent in human processes, it is itself fed by the
colonized's other infirmities.

Not considering himself a citizen, the colonized
likewise loses all hope of seeing his son achieve
citizenship. Before long, renouncing citizenship him-
self, he no longer includes it in his plans, eliminates
it from his paternal ambitions, and allows no place
for it in his teachings. Nothing therefore suggests
to the young colonized the self-assurance or pride of
his citizenship. He will expect nothing more from it
and will not be prepared to assume its responsibili-
ties. (Obviously, there is likewise nothing in his
school education, in which references to the com-
munity and nation are always in terms of the coloniz-
ing nation.) This educational void, a result of social
inadequacy, thus perpetuates that same inadequacy,
damaging one of the essential dimensions of the
colonized individual.

Later, as an adolescent, it is with difficulty that he
conceives vaguely, if at all, of the only way out of a
disastrous family situation . . . revolt.

Albert Memmi
The Colonizer and the Colonized

—_———————eaee— ==
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Nineveh's Note:

Albert Memmi is an author and expert on the
sociology and psychology of the colonized people.
He now lectures at French universities. His mes-
sage has much relevance to the plight of Assyrians.
We highly recommend his writings.
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Western Christian Missions

and Their Activities in the
Middle East

A Critical Analysis of
Bayard Dodge’s Misleading
Assertions

In the words of Christ: “Thus by their fruits you will know them. It is not
every one who merely says to me, My Lord, My Lord, who will enter the
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of my father in heaven”
(Matthew 7:20-21). For many are called, but few are chosen” (Matthew

22:14).

IN THE Annals of the American Academy of
Political and Social Science issue of May, in
an article titled, “American Educational and Mis-
sionary Efforts in the nineteenth and early twen-
tieth centuries, by Bayard Dodge, dealing with
activities of the Protestant missions in the Mid-
dle East in general and the Presbyterians in par-
ticular, the following statements were made: In
1829 Eli Smith and Harrison Dwight were sent to
fran in order to study opportunities of mission-
ary work. Probably as the result of this visit.
Ashal Grant and his wife organized a station of
work with the Nestorians in Urmia, while Justin
Perkins of Amhert, also accompanied by his
wife, started missionary activities in Tabriz. . . .

During the nineteenth century the Ottoman
Sultan did not allow the fereign missionaries to
proselytize the Muslims. Accordingly, the mis-
sionaries learned that they must limit their work
to Christians. Needless to say, the communities
affiliated with the Church of Rome greatly re-
sented Protestant interference. The pioneer mis-
sionaries, therefore, found themselves obliged 1o
work amaong the Greek Orthodox, Armenians
and Nestorians. These minority groups formed
such a large part of the population of the Middle
East that they offered the Americans an extensive
field of work. The original policy of the pioneers
was to reform the oriental churches from within.
rather than to establish a Protestant sect to com-
pete with them. But the Church ecclesiastics
were so conservative that they resisted all re-

form.

During the nineteenth century the members of
the Oriental Churches became so disgruntled
with their leaders that they sought o Church
which could be free from what they came lo con-
sider superstition and hypocrisy. Accordingly.
just before the middle of the past cenlury, the
first Evangelical Armenian Church was estab-
lished. At about the same time, the American
Board adopted the policy of “forming churches
from the native converts, even though this result-
ed in the formation of a new sect. Finally. in
1850 the Ottoman Government gave official re-
cognition to the protestant “Millet” or sect, with
the same privileges as those enjoyed by other
sects in the Empire. . . . The work became so ex-
tensive that in 1870 the American Board of the
Congregational Church limited the activities lo
the Turkish, Armenian and Greek peoples of
Turkey, Activities among the Arablc-specking
peoples, as well as the Nestorians and Persians.
became the responsibility of the Presbyterian
Board of Missions™.

These statements made by the author. Bayard
Dodge, are so contradictory that the reader will
see without difficulty that Dodge himself does
not believe in what he says.

In the first place, he says, that these Protestant
missionaries, Congregationals and Presbyterians
were sent by their Boards to convert Muslims to
Christianity, but then he says that they (mission-
aries) could not proselytise the Muslims because
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the Ottoman Sultan would not permit it and,
therefore, they had to proselytise local Chris-
tians. In the statements the author acknowledges
the ulterior motive, the hypocrisy, and the total
bankruptcy of these missions.

Christ's mandate to His Apostles and therefore
to those who profess to follow them, which these
missicnaries did. was to quote: “Go, therefore.
and convert all peoples and baptize them in the
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy
Spirit; and teach them to observe every thing that
{ have commanded vou, and lo, [ am with you al-
ways. to the end of the world” (Matthew 28:
19-20).

Christ did not say ask the permission of the
Sultans, the kings and rulers of this earth,
whether you can convert their subjects or not,
and only then convert and baptize them; nor did
the apostles ask for such permission. By the
sarmme token, when the missionaries of the Holy
Apostolic Church of the East, went throughout
Asia, the Persian Empire, China, India, Ceylon,
etc. and even the inaccessible Tibet, and convert-
ed and baptized millions of pagans and estab-
lished the mighty Church of Asia. they did not
ask for the permission of the Emperors and the
potentates, but to the contrary they endured un-
imaginable harships and thousands vpon thou-
sands gave their lives for preaching salvation
through Christ crucified and risen victoriously.

As has alreadv been stated, Dodge himself
whelher with or without realization of the facts
professes the falsity of his statements as the fol-
lowing instances will show:

1. He asserts that in Turkey, the misstonaries
could not proselytize Moslems because the Sul-
tan would not permit it. Then he says to quote:
“Activities among the Arabic speaking peoples.
as well as smong the Nestorians and Persians,
became the responsibiiity of the Presbyterian
Board of Missions”. This statement clearly indi-
cates that while the Sultan prohibited the Mis-
sionaries fiom proselytizing the Turks (if he ever
did) but that they were not forbidden from pro-
selytizing the Muslim Arabs or the Persian Mus-
lims. It would, therefore, be interesting if Dodge
were to give a factual account of the success of
these missions among these Muslim elements
where they were active?

2. The author states that “Needless to say taht
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the Jews and the communities affiliated with the
Church of Rome greatly resented Protestant in-
terference”. Now, the resentment on the part of
the Roman Catholic Church is to be understood
because of the animosity existing between the
two sects, namely: Roman Catholicism and Pro-
testantism; though even then the lack of success
on the part of the Protestant missionaries who
believed according to the author's own statement
regarding the “superstition and hypocrisy” exist-
ing in the Oriental churches, when from the
point of view of these very Protestant sects the
Roman Church was the very embodiment of all
these unholy attributes, and yet they failed to
convert any of the adherents of that Church to
their lily white holiness, is a clear indication of
the falsity of the said statement regarding the
Eastern Churches. In fact, Dodge has purposely
omitted to state the fact, that these Protestant
missionaries had on their advent in the Middle
East, assured these Churches that the sole pur-
pose of their educational work among them was
to save them from the “corrupt” Roman influence
which that Church had supposedly been spread-
ing among them through its long established
educational centres.

[t is these explicit assurances, and the promis-
es that they would never proselytize these an-
cient Christians to their own sects that in the first
place made them acceptable and welcome to the
ecclesiastical leaders of these Eastern churches.

3. But even admitting the fact that the animo-
sity of the Roman Catholic Church, and especial-
ly during this period. was very aeeply rooted
against all form of protestantism; and therefore
the failure of these Protestant missions among its
adherents may be attributed to the fact that “fore-
warned is forearmed” but this maxim cannot be
applied to the case of the Jews?

The Jews are not Christians; furthermore they
were not covered by the asserted edict of the Sul-
tan in relation to the Muslims, but these mission-
aries proved to have been a total failure in their
work even among the followers of the religion!

Interestingly enough there were also in the
Middle East adherents of other non-Christian
religions such as the Subhis and the Yezides,
who are devil worshippers, but these mission-
aries never showed the slightest interest in con-
verting these pagans to Christianity (and in some



instances; where they did, were utter failure) but
instead were actively engaged in proselytizing
Christians to their own brand of Christianity.
Isn't this in itself indicative of an innate weak-
ness which excludes any claim on the motiva-
tion on the part of the Holy Spirit?

4. Dodge speaking in defence of the prosely-
tizing tactics of his sect says: “During the nine-
teenth century the members of the Oriental
Churches became so disgruntled with their lead-
ers that they sought a Church which could be
free from what they came to consider supersti-
tion and hypocrisy”. The author has not quoted
any facts in defence of his extraordinary assert-
ion, it is, therefore, not worthy of any serious
commerntt.

Nevertheless, taking as an example the Church
of the East, with which this article is primarily
concerned, and which Church the author also at-
tacks under the misnomer “Nestorian”.

The Church of the East from its very founda-
tion, which goes back to the very beginning of
the Christian era, has preserved the Scriptures in
their Aramaic original; likewise its pure Apos-
tolic faith, dogma, liturgy and all the traditions
of the early Aposteolic Church. Furthermore, un-
like the Greek and Latin Churches which after
the third century were both supported and do-
minated by the Byzantine Emperors; and also
unlike the Protestant denominations that like-
wise were created and dominated by the policies
of the various kings and princes of Europe; the
Church of the East never had any political sup-
port nor was it ever influenced by any political
powers and thus was able to preserve its faith
and the other attributes thereof without any
change or revision. This has been amply proven
by facts of history. Moreover, there has been no
theological split in the Church of the East, while
in the Western Christianity there have been here-
sies, and schisms from the very outset, and they
have continually increased. The Presbyterian
sect itself, during its four hundred years of his-
tory, more or less, has split into several factions
theological opinions and moral norms. In fact,
all the sectarian divisions which you find today
among the Assyrians were introduced by these
Western missionaries. It would, indeed, be inter-
esting if the author were to tell us which of the
numerous Western Churches represents the true
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form of Christianity and of the several branches
of the Presbyterian sect which of them represents
true Presbyterianism? But coming back to Dodge's
assertion about the disgruntled elements in the
Oriental Churches who sought a Church (no
doubt meaning Presbyterianism) which they
came to consider free from “superstition and
hypocrisy”.

For some nineteen centuries after forebears of
the purported “disgruntled elements” had been
devoted members of the Church of the East and
during all this period had trusted intimately and
followed their spiritual leaders even to martyr-
dom and death for their faith in Christ and His
Holy Church, but now all of 2 sudden, under the
influence of the Presbyterian missionaries, or
more correct to say their political influence and
the mammon of unrighteousness, they find the
same leaders to have been hypocrites! Further-
more, this realization on the part of this “disgrun-
tled” element among the Assyrian (members of
the Church of the East) comes some forty years
after the Presbyterians had established their edu-
cational and medical activities among the Assyr-
ians, and after the events of the wholesale massa-
cre of the Assyrians in Kurdistan, known as the
massacre of Badrkhan-Beg (1832} and which was
perpetrated as the result of activities of these very
missionaries. specially Messrs. Grant and Bad-
ger, ministers of the Church of England and the
Presbyterians, respectively. The Assyrians were
thus decimated and weakened beyond measure
as the esult of the massacre and the epidemics
which broke out during the years of their desti-
tute existence as refugees. Indeed, the British
press during these horrible events congratulated
these missionaries for perpetrating these horrors
and stated categorically that it is the first time in
their Christian history that these people [Assyri-
ans} had been subjected to massacre. It is only
now that these missionaries show their real in-
tention and embark on their mission of proselyti-
zation.

However, all that has been said so far is merely
to enlighten the reader on the facts of history and
to repudiate directly the erroneous and mislead-
ing statements made by Mr. Bayard Dodge. The
truth is that all these Weslern missions without
exception were politically motivated; they were
the agents of their respective governments. They



were not in the least interested in the spiritual
welfare of the Middle Eastern Christians but rath-
er as political pawns in the imperial design of
their respective governments. Unfortunately,
these Christians were not aware of this until it
was too late. In confirmation of these facts we are
herewith quoting some pertinent passages from
an article by James A. Field, Jr. titled “Trade
Skills and Sympathy: The First century and a
half of commerce with the Near East, published
in the “Annals” issue of May 1972: “Taken on as
chief constructor of the Ottoman Navy, Eckford
and his successor Foster Rhodes, directed a
building programme . . . and while Porter, Eck-
ford and Rhodes helped with the problem of
material, the training of military personnel in
writing, ciphering, and geography was assisted
by the American missiouaries to reach the Turk-
ish capital” (p. 4). By mid century, then, the im-
partance of American skills, the distant and de-
tached situation of the United States . . . if some-
what diffuse the atmosphere of Turko-American
friendship in which even the steady growth of
the American near Eastern missionary effort
went on without any serious difficulty” (p. 5). . .
For the Americans, over and above the slight
commercial connection, the main problems were
those of the protection of the missionaries and of
their client groups within the Ottoman Empire”.
(p. 6). . . . This problem, exacerbated by Turkish
decadence, the importance of the missionary ef-
fort, and the growth of American power, cen-
tered on the Armenians, the community with
which the missionaries had enjoyed the greatest
success. In 1894-95 exaggerated Turkish fears of
conspiracy among these people led to a masso-
cre which made the Bulgarian horrors seem of
small account, which resulted in extensive dam-
age to missionary property, and which gave rise
te much indignation in America”. (p. 8). ... The
most visible manifestation of American interest
in the region remained the missionaries and the
Navy, a fact sufficientlv well symbolized when
missionary claims to damages to their property
following the Armenian massacre were settled
only by being disguised as part of the cost of en
armoured cruiser that the Sultan proposed
building in the United States” (p. 9).

These quotations and many others that have
been made by various writers on the relations be-
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tween these missionaries and their respective
governments do not for a moment deny. in fact,
proudly declare. the political nature of these
missions. In all these tragedies which befell the
Christians of the Middle East. the missionaries
are primarily concerned with the effect they may
have on their own activilies and their properties,
as is evidenced by the above Turkish destroyer
deal. Even worse is the attitude shown by these
same missionaries towards the massacre of the
Armenians and the Greeks during the first World
War. During the destruction of Smyrna in 1922,
when the Turks are reported to have massacred
190,000 Greeks and Armenians while the ships
of the Allied powers rode idly at anchor in the
harbour, President MacLachlan of the Interna-
tional College reported “thaf the Turks not only
committed no crimes but protected the college
from destruction™. One wanders by whom? The
Greeks and the Armenians? Mr. Dodge speaks
eloquently of the nillions of dollars raised in the
United Staes in the wake of all these horrors and
of the succour given by the missionaries to the
victims of these outrages, whether they be Assyr-
ians, Armenians or Greeks; but he is dumb silent
of the reasons why these horrors were perpetrat-
ed nor of equating the good acts with the irrepa-
rable harm brought upon these unfortunate
Christians as the result of the activities of these
missionaries?

Dodge does nol mention the fact that of the
nearly seven million Christians then existing in
the Turkish Empire, there aren’t today more than
a million and a half left throughout the Middle
East; with perhaps fifty thousand in Turkey
proper. Nor does he mention the material, moral
and spiritual losses which these Christians suf-
fered in the loss of their homeland, their church-
es, monasteries, schools, properties which are
beyond all material value, but which if estimated
on the basis of Dodge’s calculation in dollars and
cents spent by these missionaries in their activi-
ties among these Christians, would run into bil-
lions of dollars. Al} that Dodge is apparent]y in-
terested in is the several million dollars which
these missionaries in the aftermath, raised from
the good-hearted Americans, to feed what re-
mained of the unfortunate victims of their
policy. He does not, however, specify how much
of this money was spent upon these people and



how much of it went into the bank accounts of
these missionaries themselves?

Indeed the greatest sin or hypocrisy of these
missionaries was the fact that they deceived even
the members of their own churches in giving
them to understand that the millions of dollars
they raised were being used to convert the non-
Christian people, while in reality thev were pro-
selytizing Christians of the first century.

Islam, or in this instant more correctly to say,
the Kurds and the Turks, had never before in
their centuries long Islamic history, massacred
the Christians of the Middle East; to the contrary
they had been granted special protection and
favours by various charters issued by successive
Khalifs of Islam, one of which has been pub-
lished in this magazine.

The horrors perpetrated upon the Assyrians
and the Armenians during the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries were the direct result of the
political activities of these missions as has al-
ready been pointed out in the narrative of these
events and which also have been confirmed by
other quotations appearing in this article.

Both the Assyrians and the Armenians were
encouraged by these missionaries in their poli-
tical aspirations and were assured of support
from both England and the United States, and to
a lesser degree that of France. In analyzing these
extraordinary unchristian activities of these mis-
sionaries, it is clear that these were motivated,
firstly, by the imperial policies and the antagon-
ism between their respective governments, and
secandly, spiritually they had nothing to offer to
these Christians, as they had nothing to offer to
the Moslems either, according to their own ad-
mission; thus the only way left to recruit prose-
lytes from among the native Christians, were the
material benefits and political aspirations which
they gave so generously, especially the latter
which cost nothing. Indeed these proselytes
were so much influenced by the material and
political advantages which temporarily they
gained from these missions that they were con-
stantly changing their loyalties to which ever
mission would promise them more benefits. To
quote Longrigg: “Many Chaldeans, it was said,
would gladly have joined this old community
under Mar Shimun if only foreign protection
were forthcoming equal to that of the Papal Dele-

gate (Iraq 1900 to 1950 P. 52 published by Royal
Institute of International Affairs, Oxford, En-
gland).

Finally, to quote Bayard Dodge himself: “Dur-
ing the nineteenth century the Ottoman Sultans
did not allow the foreign missionaries to prosely-
tize Muslims”. Accordingly, the missionaries
learned that they had to limit their waork to Chris-
tians and Jews. If these missionaries were in-
spired and led by the power of the Holy Spirit, as
they professed to be, then they should not have
been deterred by the Sultan’s prohibition? In-
deed, the Holy Apostles and the missionaries of
the Church of the Fast were never deterred by
similar orders of the Caesars, the Emperors of
China, the Indian Rajahs or the Mogul Khans.
But since these latter day missionaries placed the
Sultan abaove the command of Christ “go and con-
vert all the peoples etc.”, they were clearly not
led by the power of the Holy Spirit. The question
then is by what power?

These facts which we have thus presented
have proven beyond a shadow of doubt that the
leaders of these native Christians who had kept
their holy faith and preserved their communities
throughout the centuries of the stormy history of
Asia, could not be accused of hypocrisy as
Dodge had implied; it is therefore evident that
the reverse is the case,

The energy of these missionaries could indeed
have been used more honestly and profitably in
Europe and the Americas where numerous
events of great moral, social and spiritual impor-
tance have literally throughout the Western his-
tory been crying out for an honest Christian en-
deavour and outspokeness; not the least among
them is the religious and sectarian cruel struggle
which has been waged for so long between the
Roman Catholics and the Protestants in Northern
Ireland, and which has cost so.many innocent
lives and has literally torn that unfortunate
island nation in two. Alongside with this even a
greater challenge has been hurled at these mis-
sionaries by the thousands upon millions of
Americans in the United States, supposedly con-
verted by these missionaries to their respective
forms of Christianity and who are now ernbrac-
ing strange faiths!

In the words of Christ: “Thus by their fruits you
will know them. It is not every one who merely
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says to me, My Lord, Mv Lord. who will enter the
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of
my father in heaven” (Matthew 7:20-21). For
many are called, but few are chosen™ (Matthew
22:14).

Bavard Dodge was born in New York in 1888 and educal-
ed al Princelon and Columbia universities and Union Thoo-
lugical Seminary. He taught for Lhirly-five vears al the
American Universily of Beirul and served as its Presicent for
twenty-live. He later taught at Columbia. Princeton. and the
American University al Cairo. His publications include Al-
Azhar, A Millenium of Muslim Learning {1961) and The
Fihrist of al-Nadim {1970].

Above Dr. V. Tuman at the Assyrian Foundation where on
March 10, {984 he gave a lecture on the astronomic signifi-
cance of the Tomb of King Antiochus. {See article on the next
page.) Dr. Tuman has been rescarching into the ancient
astronomy as depicted in the Middle Eastern, and in particu-
lar the Mesopotamian, art.
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An Appeal for Books

At last lhe long awaited and past overdue Church of
the East Library has been completed. A large room on
the thir@ {loor of Mar Gewargis Churcl in Chicago
was beautifully redecorated and equipped wilh ele-
ganl but partially filled bookcases. it is a shame that
wa (lo not have a wide selection of books in Aramaic,
maodern Assyrian (Syriac) and English on Church sub-
jecls of importance lo our readers.

Through this column we are appealing to all those
who snvision the restoration of our glorious herilage
to come forward and donate whalever books they
might have whizcl would enrich our meager collec-
tion. Some of these may be gathering dust in a base-
ment corner and the owner may not be aware of (heir
existence, whereas if donated would benefil our
Church tremendously. Some may be reprinted and be

future generations. others may be republished for use
as texthooks in our classes. In any case once they find
their place on the shelves of our library many uses
could be thought of,

We are looking forward 1o your generous help in
building up this library which has been a constant
wish of our beloved Patriarch who has often admon-
ished us for not having inaugurated this vilal institu-
tion much eatlier. If Ashurbanipal buill the first and
greatest library in the world in Nineveh it must not be
difficult for us, his descendants, to start a miniature
one in comparison.

— Library Committee




The Tomb of King Antiochos Revisited
Planetary Alignment February 4-5, 55 B.C.

and

Deification of King Antiochos I on His Birthday

by

* V. 8. Tuman, California State College, Stanislaus

Summary

Thetomb of the King Antiochos “1" of Commagene
discussed in this paper was explored and investigated
by Humann and Puchstein and Luschan in 1882-83.
They reported their results in great detail in Reisen in
Kleinasien und Nordsyrian (Berlin 1890). The tomb of
King Antiochos 1s adorned with colossal monuments
of the Parthian deities sitting on the eastern terrace
watching the eastern horizon. The same deities are
sitting also on the western terrace watching the western
horizon. The King Antiochos is sitting among these
gods, There are also five slabs where King Antiochos is
visiting with four different deities in the first four slabs.
The fifth is the Lion’s slab representing the constela-
tion of Leo with the crescent of the Moon on Lion’s
chest; and three planets, Jupiter, Mars and Mercury
depicted on its back. The name of these planets is
carved on the slab. Both Puchstein, et al (1890} and
Professor Otto Neugebauer (1959) completely ignored,
all the colossal monuments of deities watching the
eastern and western horizon and the first four slabs.
Both of these investigators considered real conjunction
of the three planets in the consteliation of Leo for
horoscopic purposes.

Inbothinterpretations, the order and the position of
the planets with reference to the crescent of the moon,
18 in conflict with what has been depicted on the slab.
Furthermore, Neugebauer had to consider the calendar
from Ephesus, to obtain a date close to the date of
coronation. Samosat, the capital of the King Antio-
chos, 1s within 100 miles from the City of Antioch,
compared to 1000 miles from the City of Ephesus and
therefore it is more likely that the Antioch calendar
was used.

A planetary alignment comprised of Sun, Mereury,
Venus, Mars and Jupiter being in opposition to the
constellation of Leo, while the Moon and Saturn being
in real conjunction with the constelilation of Leo, offers
an alternative interpretation; such an alignment took
place on 4-5 Feb. 55 s.c_extending from bright star of
Regulus in Leo, towards the bright star Fomalhut, o
PsA, This alignment is again recorded some hundred
years later on the slab of Hatra, investigated by the
author in 1983. The date Feb. 4-5 is in excellent agree-
ment with the birthday of King Antiochus, the Ayda-
naios 16, if we use the calendar from the City of Anti-
och. There are also present on the Lion slab two

important Mithraic features, namely the upward and
downward torches and the ear of corn; these features
were also ignored in the former investigations. A tenta-
tive plausible interpretation is offered.

The planetary alignment from the astral religion
point of view probably reflects the meeting of the gods.
The fact that deities are sitting together at eastern and
western terraces is a reasonable indication of that con-
cept. It seems that gods have consented to deify the
King Antiochus “I” on his birthday Aydanois 16, 55
8.c. when planetary alignment took place.

1. Introduction

About 7000 feet above sea level, on the summit of
Nimrud Dagh, in the Taurus mountains presently in
Turkey, facing eastward of the Euphrates River, Anti-
ochos I the King of Commagene built his monumental
Tomb which overlooks the entire countryside of
Commagene, (1, 2) Greek by education, Antiochos 1
claimed to be a descendant of Darius the Achaemenid
and of Alexander the Great. On the west terrace of his
tomb there are a number of Parthian gods seated on
the throne. The deified King Antiochos | i1s also seated
on his throne among these colossal monuments. Addi-
tionally one observes the same gods and goddesses
along with Antiochos seated at the eastern terrace of
the Tomb. (See Figure 1.) On the back of the monu-
ments the Greek language is used to identify the deities
of the Commagene Pantheon. On the left side of the
west terrace, there are five slabs set between two guard-
ians, a pair of Lion and Eage. In the first slab, King
Antiochos is depicted alongside Goddess Commagence
(probably representing the planet Venus). In the
second slab, Antiochos stands alongside a deity having
double representation, Apollo-Mithras, Helios-
Hermes, (Figure 2), (Mercury and Sun). This double
representation, and the King’s association with God-
dess Commagene may have astronomical significance
which will be discussed below. In the third slab, Antic-
chos is represented together with Zeus-Oromazdas. In
the Persian religion, just as in Greek and the former
Babylonian-Assyrian Astral religion, the god Oro-
mazdas, Zeus and Marduk were associated with the
giant planet Jupiter. (3) The fact that this third slab is
larger than the other two slabs may also indicate the
importance of Zeus-Oromazdas, (Figure 3).

*Dr. V. Twman is an Assyrian physicisi who teaches at California Steve College, Stanislaus in Turlock.
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The same holds true for the remaining monuments.
Oromazdas is the dominating figure among all the
deities. In the fourth slab, Antiochos is depicted
together with Artaganes-Herakles-Ares (Mars), (Fig-
ure 4). Finally, we have the Lion relief slab, number
five, which will be discussed later on in detail. These
five slabs are placed between two guardian pairs of
lions and eagles. Next to this group of slabs, we come
across the larger, more imposing seated monuments of
the gods and goddesses, some of the deities of the
Parthianera. Here again these colossal monuments are
placed between two guardian lion-eagle pairs. (Figure
5). The first deity is represented by Apollo-Mithra,
Helios-Hermes, (Sun, Mercury). It is noteworthy that
this double deity is wearing on his headgear a series of
rings — a configuration which might be the oldest and
most primittve form of the later sign of the Semeion.
The term Semeion, an emblem representing the known
planets, stacked on a pole, was introduced by Lucian
of Samosat in the Second Century A D, Samosat was
the capital of the Commagene. In our study of the slab
of Hatra, which was probably carved in the middle of
the first century A.p, it was postulated that the
Semeion is a planetary alignment and that such an
alignment might be interpreted as the meeting of the
gods. Seen in this light, the tomb of Antiochos I of
Commagene and the sitting of the deities together
would be a fairly strong evidence for the religious
significance of planetary alignments. The Goddess of
Commagene, the Fortuna of the Land, the protector of
the Country (Venus) is sitting between Apollo-Mithra
and Zeus-Oromazdas. The Zeus-Oromazdas deity
occupies the center and is the tallest and most impres-
sive monument, which shows the rank of Oromazdas
among the deities and the size and rank of Jupiter
among the planets. Next to the Zeus-Oromazdas mon-
ument is the “voung” Antiochos I, the King of Com-
magene. The fact that he is seated among the gods may
indicate his deification. However, his smaller size may
show humility toward the gods. Finally, we have the
monument of the god Artaganes-Herakles-Ares
{Mars). All these gods and goddesses are seated on
thrones (and monuments are about 7-8 meters tall).
Unfortunately, when Karl Humann and Otto Puch-
stein discovered the Tomb duringthe 1883 expedition,
they found that the enthroned figures were missing
their heads. (4) With the exception of the Goddess
Commagene, the crowned heads of the remaining gods
were down at the foot of the Tomb. A 1/3scaled model
of the western terrace was reconstructed at the site and
later carried back to Germany, where it is housed in the
Berlin Museum. (See Figure 5.)

In summary, Karl Humann and Otto Puchstein
discovered:

1) a set of slabs with Greek inscriptions, (5) giving
the name of the king, his ancestors, the date of his birth
Aydanois 16, and the date of his coronation Loos 10,
*Mr. Kermit Goell applied latex 1o the ancient inscriptions and obtained

flexible sheets bearing a mirror immage of inscripiions. (Natlonal Geographie,
March 1961, pages 390-405).
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b)the Greek and Persian names of the deities on the
slabs;

¢) the names of three planets and their rough loca-
tion on the Lion horoscope, where the crescent of the
Moon is dominant on the chest of the Lion;

d) the names of the deities sitting on the thrones in
the larger monuments.

In spite of ail the writings which have been trans-
lated,* a number of crucial questions remain to be
addressed.

1. What is the significance of the Lion horoscope?
Does it represent the birthday of Antiochos, or his
coronation, or the day that he was deified, or some
combination of these?

2. Why do we have one monument to represent
Apollo-Mithra, “Mercury-Sun,” Helios-Hermes when
normally they were regarded as two independent gods?
Independent temples were built to their names in two
cities of Haran and Edessa.

3. Whatis the significance of the “rings” decorating
the headgear of Apollo-Mithras?

4. Thecrescent of the moon s quite dominant in the
Lion’s horoscope. Why, isit that King Antiochos does
not appear with the moon god in any one of the slabs?
The temple of the SIN in HARRAN was well known,
and 1s very close to the tomb of the Antiochos,

5. Why is King Antiochos represented repeatedly in
the slabs, appearing with Goddess Commagene, with
Apollo-Mithra, with Oromazdas, and finally with
Herakles-Verethragana?

The search for feasible answers to these questions
may throw some new light on the meaning of the
monuments. [t must be realized that the mystery of the
Babylonian-Assyrian Astral religion, also influenced
the Ahura-Mazda religion of the Persians. Thus at the
time of the Parthians, the astronomer, the astrologer,
and the religious priest were often one and the same
person, with the result that astronomical events were
given a religious interpretation and translated into
religious dogma. In order to appreciate the back-
ground astronomical knowledge of these Mithraic
priests at the middle of the last century B.c, during the
life time of the King Antiochos, a brief review of the
history of the Astronomy at the time of the Parthians is
presented.

II. A Brief Review of the History of Astronomy and
Astral Religion at the Time of the Parthians

The Parthians inherited a great deal of sophisticated
knowledge of astronomy already developed by the
Babylonians, Assyrians and later gradually modified by
Greeks. Even at the time of Hammurabi, a lunar year of
twelve months totaling 354 days was used for calendar
purposes. Sincethisisshort of a solar year by 11.25days,
to adjust it for the seasons a thirteenth month was
intercalated every three years and sometimes more



often. This practice was alsc used by the Greeks, the
Romans and the Parthians {6). Thus, at the ume of
Antiochos I of Commagene this method of chronology
was maintained. However, the introduction of the thir-
teenth month was left to the whim of governaors, officers
in charge of colonies, and local kings* (7). Conse-
quently, dates, calendars, and the names of the months
differ from one locality to another and specific events
become very difficult to date precisely. (See Table 1.) We
shall see later how such differences between the calen-
dars of Ephesus and Antioch give rise to two different
interpretations of the Lion horoscope of the King Anti-
achos I of Commagene.

From the epic of creation at the time of Hammurabi,
about 1800 B.Cc, we note that Marduk, “the supreme
god,” fixed the stars and constellations. By 800 B.c,
during the Assyrian Empire, we have records indicating
the motions of the planets and sun in different constella-
tions of the zodiac. The Assyrian and Babylonian priests
were able to predict the eclipses of the Moon. According
to Ptolomy, 150 Ap, a complete list of eclipses was
available to him from the reign of Nabonasser, 747 B.c.
{8). They were also able to calculate the planetary
motions and their positions in different constellations.
The fact that 19 years are equivalent to 235 lunar months
was well estabiished and was used to determine a precise
calendar by 380 p.c. {9).

In summary, by the time of the Parthian Era massive
data of eclipses, the motion of planets, their cyclic peri-
ods, {and periods of planets) were available. The motion
of the planets could be calculated many years ahead of
time if necessary. The 19 year cycle was used to deter~
mine the true length of the year in terms of lunar cycles.

Astrology may be described as the superposition of
the exact science of astronomy on primitive beliefs, that
the daily events affecting mankind are directly related to
the positions of planets among the consteliation and the
stars, with planets being considered as the vehicles of
gods. This (Pseudo-Science) indeed gave rise to the
Astral religion at the time of Babylonians.

During the Seleucid Era, Greek observers, with a
passion for accuracy, developed trigonometry and spher-
ical geometry in order to further refine the astronomical
predictions and thus modified consequent astrological
interpretation. Over many generations of astronomical
observations, the Babylonians and the Assyrians identi-
fied the fixed character of the planetary motions. They
believed that they had discovered the mechanisms of the
universe, and the laws that govern the Earth and the
destiny of mankind. Ancient beliefs about the influence
of the planets and stars upon the Earth and its inhabit-
ants crystalized into rigid ideclogies, but such ideologies
frequently gave rise to contradictions rather than con-
firmations. These intense beliefs, and the priests’ refusal
to deny the influence of the divine planets and the stars
on the affairs of the mankind, gave rise to a modification

*A History of Astronomy by A. Pannekoek, Chaprer 10, interscience Pub-
lishers, New York, 1961
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of the theories and the ideclogies, rather than a realiza-
tion of their futilities. The kings, the ministers and the
officers of state would make nc move without the
approval of the astrologer priests, who had to evaluate
first the events leading to the fortune of the country. In
spite of dubiousness of astrological claims, the astral
religion was a royal religion, with mass as an audience,
rather than true participants in ceremonies. It is evident
that King Antiochos “I” did not only deify himself, but
he also built a collesal tomb to commemorate the “occa-
sion.” The tomb, the monuments, and all the writings
left behind as a result of such astrological interpretations
of planetary motions has left us with important informa-
tion on the history of the time, just before the birth of
Christ. The existence of the tomb and religious cere-
monies conducted 1n the area, were not known to
ancient historians until 1880, when Kar]l Humann and
Otto Puchstein discovered the remains of the Tomb at
Nimrud Dagh (10, 11).

H1. The Constellation of Leo

The constellation of Leo the Lion, extends roughly
from 10 hr - 12 hrs RA, and 15° declination. This is a
spring and summer constellation, culminating at rmid-
night about March [. It is visible in the midnight sky
from December to June. At the Babylonian time, the
constellation was called UR - GU - LA, later on UR-A,
and Assyrians called it ARYO, and presently it is known
as ARYA, in the Aramaeic language (12).

There are 81 stars that form the constellation of Leo.
On a clear night in Turlock, California, during the
months of February and March, ten of these stars are
visible to the naked eye during the culmination. The
number of visible stars increases considerably when one
uses binoculars. Evidently the skies were brighter and
much less polluted in the Taurus mountains in Turkey
some 2000 years ago.

On the photograph of the original Lion slab, found at
the tomb of Antiochos, one can differentiate 12 stars
and three specified planets on the back of the Lion. A
repreduction from the original Lion slab, however,
shows [7 stars and three planets (Figs. 6, 7).

The oldest recorded coordinates of the stars in this
constellation are recorded in a table in the Almagests
written by Claudius Prolomy, 150 ap. (13). Ptoclomy
remeasured the coordinates of these stars which were
formerly collected and recorded by Hipparchas at about
130 B.C. (13). Altogether some 27 visible stars with mag-
nitude one to six are quoted as the main stars of the
constellation of Leo. With the help of the tables of Yales
catalog of stars for Leo, and Ptolomy’s table of about
150 AD, it 1s possible to identify the stars which are
placed on the slab of the Lion found at the tomb of King
Antiochus. By adjustng the scale we obtain a reason-

Continwed on page 21.



Figure 1.

Figure 2. Figure 3. ’ Figure 4._
Nimrud Dagh. Antiochus and Nimrud Dagh. Anitiochus and Nimrud Dagh. Antiochus and
Apollo- Mithras (69-34 s.c) — Ahura & Mazda (69-34 B.C) Heralkles- Vere:hrqgna (69-34 B.c)
In Situ In Situ

I Nordsockel (5. 315)

2 Antiochos und Kommagene (Tafel XXX VIIIL 1}

3 Antiochos und Apotlon Mithras Helios Hermes (Tafel XXX VIIL )
4

5.

~

Apollen Mithras Hekos Hermes {zur Tiara vl $ 322)
Kommagene

£t

9. Zews Qromasdes (zur Tiara vgl. S 300
Antiochos und Zeus Dromasdes (Talel XXXIX, 1) 10. Antigchos.
Anuechos und Amagnes Herakles Ares (Taldd XXXIX. 2. . Pl Aragney Herakles Ares.
6. Horoskop des Aanochos (Tafel XL). 12 Sockel der persischen Ahnen (5 298).
Figure 5.

West Terrace .
1]3 Model of West Terrace prepared by Puchstein et al, presently in the Berlin Museum.
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J. N. Postgate

THE ECONCM!IC STRUCTURE OF
THE ASSYRIAN EMPIRE

§ 0. Introduction

With one exception this paper is a fairly exact reproduction of that read at
Copenhagen, combined with ¢harts and some comments which were in-
cluded in the preliminary abstract. The exception is the section on kisru
{§§ 5.3-4), which has been expanded to supply background details which
are not prescnted elsewhere, Throughout the paper [ootnotes have been
inciuded to give some basic references,’ but it is very important that this
should not lend it a spuricus appearance of authority: it is conceived and
presentcd as a speculative essay, not a8 a statement of accepted fact based
on detailed research (which would have been impossible, as ¢xplained in
§ 2). It must therefore be read in a critical frame of mind, and the charts
treated as reconstructions, not as exhaustive presentations of the evidence,

In view of the frequent misunderstandings which arise over terminology,
we wish to clarify a few points at the outset, with special reference to
words which might be given amore exact connotation thanI have intended.

Although | belteve it is justifiable to write about 2 ‘governmeat’ in
Nep-Assyrian times, it must not be [orgotten that there is no Akkadian
equivalent to our word. By ‘govemment’ we mean the body of royal
employces or officials engaged in the king’s business when it concemns the
state as a whole and not the domestic affairs of his household. Although
it may never have been formulated so clearly, it is our belicf that in the
later Assyrian Empire there did exist the concept of 'siate business’ as
distinct from the king's private affairs,

Occasionally we have used the phrase 'central government' or ‘central
military administration’. The administration of the empire was based on
the provincial system but there must have beer some co-crdination from
the centre, directly under the king, and this is especially true for the army,
which no doubt came under the turfanu (cf. § 4,.2.1). We have avoided
discussing the exact links between the central government and the
provinces because there is not enough evidence on this subject,

Following Diakonoff we have used the term ‘helot’ for the well-known
tied cultivators.” The words ‘free man’ and ‘citizen’ are used interchange-
ably for subjects of the empire not so tied, and neither is intended 2o have
any specific legal connotation beyend that.

For the purposes of his paper we are considering the Assyrian Empire
only in its last and mos1 exteeme incamation. At Rome Prof. Finley has
distingunished between a ‘conquest phase’ and and ‘impenal phase’, and
although the time scale is much shorter, this is a useful distinction in As-
syria too. One might be tempted 1o consider the expansion of the Assyrian
kingdom under A¥ur-nasir-apli 11 and Shalmaneser I as the ‘conguest
phase’ of ihe Assyrian Empire; but in facc their achievemnents differed
little from those of their Middle Assyrian ancestors, and we shoutd not
have been surprised, as distant observers of the scene, if afier the reign
of Adad-airari III the Assyrian state had succumbed entirely to gradual
atirition and a period of obscurity, and fallen prey to some new {orce in
the north or east. Then we should probably have seen no cause to speak of
an ‘Assyrian Eropire’, or to place it alongside Macedon or Rome. Put an-
other way, Assyria, unlike Rome, made several attempts, of which only
the last was successful, at establishing and retaining ao empire. For us,
therefore, the true ‘conquest phase’ of the empire lasts from the aceession
of Tiglath-pileser [T into the reign of Sargon, while breadly the ‘imperial
phase’ spans the 7th century, under Sennacherib, Esarhaddon and AfSur-
ban-apli. 1t is true that in administrative terms there is no cicar break
between 745 BC and the reign of A¥fur~ban-apli — it seems accepted that
Tiglath-pileser reorganized the provincial system and it is likely that the
framework of the military and civil administrations was laid down in his
reign as well — bul in econemic terms we must obviously draw a clear
distinction between the decades during which the empire was regularly
pushing its borders outwards and consolidating its conquests with an
essentially military administration, and the later years when the main
tracts of the empire had betn under Assyrian rule long enough to have
acquited a certain stability and 1o have adjusted their cconomic and civit
life to the new conditions.

§ 2. Sources

There is & further reason for restricting ourselves to the latest phase of
Assyria, and that concerns the source material. Qur attitude towards the
sources is dlustrated in Chart 1, which is Intended to show the non-As-
syriologist (and remind the Assymologist) what our statements have to
depend on, and how much is lacking. The chart itself is self-explanatory,
but there are 1wo main points I wish to stress before plunging into the
main part of the paper. One concerns the bias in our attitudes which re-
sults inevitably [rom the nature of the documents available to us: running
the eye alang the top of the chart, you will see¢ that we are working from
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Chart 1: 1o show availability of source material

royal inscriptions, royal decrees, legal texts, royal comrespondence, palace
archives, a land census, and archaeological data. The monetonous re-
currence of the word ‘royal’ merely reflects the archaeologists’ concentra-
tion on royal palaces (and to a lesser degree, temples). Even the legal
documents are predominantly — in the ¢ase of Nineveh virnually exclusive-
ly — from royal palaces, and the best private archive, from Nirarud, be-
Jonged to a man living on the citadel and cbviously in close touch with the
palace sector.® Private documents and letters have been found at Assur,
but remain unpublished, and the only temple archive to speak of comes
from the Nabu Temple at Nimrud, As will emerge below, we have split the
cconomy into 2 palace, a government, and a privaie sector. Clearly the
palace and government sectors are likely to be well represented in our

sources, but the private sector must be under-represented, and we must
accordingly do all we can to correct this imbalance.

My second point is perhaps more of an apology than anything clsc.
When Dr. Larsen asked me to participate in the Symposium, the title ‘The
economic basis of the Assyrian Empire’ was proposed. This [ have de-
liberately replaced with the phase ‘economic structure’ as a token of the
fact zh_aa I have made no serious attempt to assess the quantitative side of
the evidence. This is for a variety of reasons. As Assyriologists will be
aware, no detailed work exists on the economy of the Assyrian Empire as
a \fhole: the best recent survey is that of Prol, Garelli,* and there are
vanous specialist studies of topics such as land tenure, tribute, and
_taxation. Probably the best overall work, and even it is not all-embracing,
is the book of 1. M. Diakonoff,® but this is by now nearly 30 years old,
and the Neo-Assyrian section is unfortunately not accessible to me, being
in its ariginal Russian. Since it was impossible for me Lo review all the
primary sources for the benefit of this paper, it will therefore be obvious
that any statements on the quantitative side are perforce fairly subjective
without the detailed study needed to back them up. ,
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Moreover, the time for such a study is not yet ripe: the very important
texts from Assur have still 1o be published, and the administrative docu-
ments from the palace at Nineveh, published by Johns, require total re-
collation befare they can be safely used for quancitative purposes; some
very interesting texts fram the Arsenal at Nimrud are awaiting publication
at the hands of the writer. Nevertheless, even when these deficiencies in
modemmn publication are made good, I shall still be sceptical of our chances
of reaching quantitative results: sa many of our documents served epheme-
ral purposes which were not explained for us by their scribes, and even
where a heading or a summary would have given us a clue, it is all too
often lost because the most vulnerable parts of a ¢cunciform tablet are the
beginning and end. Cnly for a very small percentage of the Nineveh docu-
ments in ADD 1I can their administrative context be described with any
confidence, and the same is true of the Nimrud texts. The problem is
epitemized in the ‘Assyrian Doomsday Bocek': this is clearly some kind of
census of rural estates, and it is unquestionably our main source for As-
synan yural cenditions; but since those lines which would have told us Lbe
exact purpose for which the list was drawn up are missing, modern scholars
are free to reconstruct the purpose for themselves, which they have indeed
done, each with a different result.® It is of course true that the royal
inscriptions may give us a generalized estimate of numbers of men and
animals, or the quantitics of precious metals etc. which came into Assyria
as booty or tribute, and an excellent study based on such data has been
made by Dr. Jankowska;? but my peint here is rather that we do not have
sufficiently explicit statements elsewhere in the documentation to enable
us to determine how these guantities relate to the internal production or
consumption of the empire. In other words, we can point to the existence
of these imports, without being able to assess their significance.

It is true that we do have the occasional text which throws light on the
internal scclors of the economy. There is a letter from the provinge of
Zamua {the Shehnzer plain) listing its entire military establishment,® and
one of the unpubtlished texts from the Nimrud Arsenal appears 1o record
the disposition of cavalry-commanders throughout the separate provinces
of Sargon's empire; but in each case we have the problem of weighing the
undoubted authenticity of the statement against any number of temporary
or local factors which may undenmine its general validity. The same must
apply to legal documents: for example, statistics on fluctuating slave
prices in 7th century sales must have some meaning,’ but there is very
hittle with which 1o compare them and we cannot use them by themselves
as an indicator of inflation. Evidence for the prices of everyday items is
still exceedingly scarce in Neo-Assyrian times, and there are constderable
problems about the relative value of silver and copper at different dates
(see below, § 8.2).

§ 3. Economic resources

§ 8.1. The culbvated plains

It is 100 obvicus to need stressing that the mainstay of the Assyrian Em-
pire was its swath of com-growing lands across northem Mesopotamia,
which may be termed the ‘cultivated plains’.'® Only the existence of a
healthy surplus of com could supply the needs of the armies and secure
the survival of the large cities. Of course the harvests varied in quality
with the weather, and as we shall see below, the kings were keenly in-
terested in the state of the crops (see § 7.4); but during the later empire
their corn lands ranged from ihe real Jezirah in the south-west 1o the
mountain fringes, so that a climatically disastrous year in one area could
usually be compensated for to some dogree elsewhere.

Although cereals were by far the most impertant component of the
economy in the cultivated plains, the rural settlements (and nomadic
population of the area) produced much that was of importance besides,
both for the cities as such and for the administration with its problems of
military and eivilian supply. Chart 2 is designed to summarnize the relation-
ship of supply and demand between city, village and nomad; in particular
we may underline the continual demand for straw, for both animal fodder
and brick-making, which is refiected in numerous letiers and other tex1s,
while the production of leather and wool was also important.'!
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Chart 2; 10 illustrate economic resources & intercourse between city and village in the
cultivated plains.

§ 3.2, The coastal strip

Even though local varations should not be forgotien, the basis of the
economy was the same from the provinces of Arrapha and Lahiru (the
Kertkuk plains) across the Euphrates and beyond 10 the Syrian saddle,
dawn to Hamath and as f{ar north-west as Samal: a sirong village econ-
omy based on agriculture, and superimpased on this 3 fluctuating but
probably always imporant long~distance trade. It was only with the in-
corporation of the Levantine seaboard and the Taurus states that the em-
pire embraced any really different type of economy. The coastal towns,
led by Tyre and Sidon, did have a different climate and therefore different
agricultural produce o offer, but it was their rdle as trade centres that
made the real differcnce: for the first time Assyria direetly controlled the
Mediterranean commerce, and although there is no reason to suppose that
she tried to intervene in the traditional pattems, there must have been a
healthy income [rom harbour dues. Whether or not this would have ex-
ceeded the annual tnbute which had been forthcoming from Phaenicia in
the past we bhave no means of knowing, but seme changes must have
resulted from having thisincome direcied into nermal government (provin-
cial) channels rather than as an external contribution to the reyal exchequer.
Nor must we f{orget the North Syrian, Palestinian, Cilician and even on
aceasion the Cypriote parts which also participated in the same trade, and
to which the same applies. [t could of course be argued that the luxury
goods available [rom these sources were irtelevant to the empire’s econ-
omic needs, but that is 10 miss a ¢rucial point. The dignity of the Assyrian
king demanded that his capitals, his temples and his palaces should display
his wealth, and the latest luxury items from the west, if not forthcoming
as booty or tribute {which diminished inevitably with the growth of the
empire), had to be provided in other ways, while the incorporation of
thesc cities in the empire provided a new source of skilled craftsmen for
the royal court to draw on.

§ 3.3. The Taurus

If we turn to the north-western mountains we meet a different sitvation.
Mountain villages as such probably had little to contnbute to the economic
pattern of the empire, but in the Taurus were several mines which gave
Assyria virtually her only direci access to metals. Once again it is not
possible to suggest what quantitative effect this may have had, and the
problem is not helped by the inadequacy of modem data on the mineral
resources of the area.'® As far as we are aware, Neo-Assyrian texts make
no reference to the Ergani mines, which were close to the provincial
capital of Amida (Diyarbakir) and could have been a major copper souree;
and although the existence of ifon ores has recently been demonstrated
¢lose 1o the Iragi-Turkish frontier north of Amadiyah, it is virtually cer-
tain that this region fell within Urartian temricory.’® There is however a
very interesting, though tantalizingly fragmentary, section of Sargon’s



annals which describes how ‘at that time the secret of the mountains of
Harti was revealed . ..’ ."* Unfortunately, except for Ba'il-sapuna {classi-
cal Mons Casius) the names of the mountains in the text are either too
broken or too obscure for identification, but reference is clearly made to
copper, iron, and lead; while at the close of the same passage Sargon says
that he discovered how to smelt ores, and that he accumulated the metal
in Dur-Sarrukin such that ‘the purchase-price of copper was like (that of}

silver in Assyria’, implying perhaps that his discoveries had included silver
deposits. This passage may reflect on the immense amount of iron dis-
covered by Place in Sargon's palace, but for us the important point is that
the discovery of these sources was of sufficient importance to merit men-
tion in the annals, and that direct access to them may well have had a
radical effect on the empire’s economy and, in particular, on its currency
system. Equally, the loss of direct control of these areas may have had the
reverse effect, and have been sericusly disruptive, in a way that the loss
of a predominantly agricultural province would not.

§ 4.0. Movement of commodities

It is evident that the economy of the empire must have been closely re-
strained by its social and administrative structure. Owing to the character
of our sources, most of our evidence on this score bears on the administra-
tive channels through which the goverment controlled commadity
supplies, and for the purposes of this paper it seems convenient to divide
the empire into a palace sector, a government sector (including the army}),
and a private sector, with particular reference to the consumption, rather
than the production, of commedities. This division seems specially valu-
able when considering the channels through which commedities moved,
because of the different character of each sector; nevertheless there are
great differences in their basic economy which makes the distinction
useful in a wider context. It must be obvious that the borderline between
palace sector and either government or private sectors will often be hard
to define, and there is certainly an area of overlap, but 1 believe that in
the following paragraphs it should be possible to justify the distinction.

§ 4.1. Palace sector

The components of the palace sector are set cut int Chart 3, which is large-
ly self-explanatory. The palace economy must inciude not enly the king’s
various establishments and families in the different cities, but similar
households belonging to his near relatives, such as the queen mother or
the crown prince, and to those highly placed officials and courtiers whose
remuneration was in the nature of domestic expenditure from the royal
purse. To a certain degree, we may even count within the palace sector the
household economies of highly placed officials whose position was not
immediately dependent on the palace: they drew their income from
similar sources, and were involved in similar expenses, although on a much
smaller scale (at Ieast in the 7th century). It would be misleading, however,
to pretend that the palace sector was nothing more than a greatly enlarged
household. On the income side we have the immense inflow of wealth

Chart 3
PALACE SECTOR
Income Expenditure
Royal palaces
Baooty Nineveh Subsistence of palace retidents
Kalhu and staff
Teibute (maddatta) (Dﬁ.r-§urukinj
o Assur Equipmcnrt of military staff
Gits' (ndmurru) .
Kilizi
Land ownership Tarbisu
Harrin (7) Luxuries
Credit zctivities
foods
Stave sales Roydl family wine and beer
A king Jewellery
Appm]f:‘mtu-)ns ficst queen furnishings
& confiscations crown prince ¢lothing
other relatives
Gifts o
harem high officers
congubines’ sons . ioairar
visiting dignitaries
Demestic staff temples
eunuchs Regular termple offerings
rmusiciens
religious/medical . .
cooks ete, Building operations
poTiers

Admin. & military

ushers
guards
bedyguards
grooms etc.
messengers
scrives
interpreters
admin. officials
craftsmen
agents for crown lands
in provinces

Court

courtiers (a qurbiif)
high officers of stare
foreign hostages

Chart 3: components and ecoromy of palace scctor

from tribute, booty, and gifts: it could of course.be argued that these are
rather govermment income than private profit to the palace, but undoubted-
ly the gifts (n@murtu), the booty, and some at least of the thbute (mad-

dattu) were the property of the king 10 dispose of as he chose. Even
though he may generally have redisixibuted his profits outside the palace
sector, this was the channel through which they entered the economy,
and the preponderance of the profits of domination in the income of the
palace sector gave it a structure quite different from the private sector.
Precious metals and slaves in particular must have come into the palaces
in considerable quantities, and although the slaves were frequently
distributed clsewhere, the royal reserves in geld and silver surely con-
stituted a significant component of the economy as a whole. Nor does it
seem likely that much of this wealth found its way into the private sector
even indirectly: royal building schemes were carried out largely with de-
ported or conscripted labour, the many palace employees seem to have
been on a rations and not a wages basis, and their subsistence was prob.
ably met from the palace estates and would not have needed to be pur-
chased against currency.*

In this paper we have not considered the rdle of the temples within the
economy, since mutatss mutandis it is very similar to that of the palaces,
although quantitatively less important. There were inevitably great diffe-
rences of behaviour between the temple and the palace, but viewed as part
of the economic structure of the empire it seems permissible to include
them in the same sector.

Source: Mesopotamia 7, edited by Mogens Trolle Larsen, 1979

To be continued in next issue.

able level of coherency between the stars carved on the
slab and those recorded in the two tables of Ptolomy and
Yale (Fig. 10). Now that we are reasonably convinced
that the Lion slab represents the constellation of Leg, let
us study the slab in more detall.

Aside from the deities sitting on the East and West
terraces waiching the eastern and western horizons,
there also exist five slabs. In the first four of these slabs
the King Antiochus appears with Goddess Commagene,
Apollo-Mithra, Zeus-Oromazdes and Artaganes-Hera-
kles-Ares. The fifth slab is a Lion relief covered with
stars and show the Moon and the three planets:

1. Jupiter (#o €8 < ) Phaiton nearest to the head.

2. Mercury meadwwey) Stilban-Apollo at the center,

3. Mars (% o< k > ) Pyroeis-Herakle near the tail;
all three planets are displayed on the outside of the
Lion’s body. The crescent of the moon is displayed on
the chest of the Lion. This slab relief 1s considered to
represent the constellation of Leo, with the moon and
three planets, Jupiter, Mercury and Mars present in that
constellation. Antiochus also offers two clues: a) 16th of
the month of Aydanaios, as his birthday; and b) 10th of
the month Loos as the day of his coronation.

21 To be continued next issue.



Books In Review

The Role of the Military in Politics: A Case
Study of Iraq to 1941, by Mohammad A.
Tarbush. Foreword by A. H. Hourani. Lon-
don and Boston: Routledge and Kegan Paul,
1982, xvii + 187 pages. Appends. to p. 222.
Notes to p. 268. Bibl. to p. 275. Index 10 p.
285, §28.95.

Reviewed by Peter Sluglert

Dr. Tarbush has written a thorough and per-
ceptive account of the politics of the newly
independent state of Iraq, based on British
archival materials, Arabic memoirs and inter-
views with former politicians of the period.
The main focus of the book is the first nine
vears of the state’s life, and in particular the
significance and consequences of the seizure
of political power by a succession of groups
within the armed forces, beginning in 1936,

Although nominally independent in 1932,
Iraq stayed firmly under British tuteiage until
1958, except for Rashid *All’s brief and rather
quixotic atiempt to stage a revolt in 194]. In
the course of the [930s, largely as a resuit of
the wider availability of education and the
general growth in political awareness, dissat-
isfaction with the excessively narrow base
and apparent irrelevance of political life grad-
ually increased. As Dr. Tarbush correcily
emphasizes, the sudden death of King Faysal
in 1933 was a particularly important factor in
the erosion of pubiic confidence in the politi-
cal systemn. While he lived, Faysal managed
to hold the balance by maneuvering adroitly
between the British and the various parties
and factions, but his death left a vacuum
which neither his playboy son nor any of the
courtier/politicians who surrounded him were
able 1o fill. .

Instead, power passed to the army, or
more correctly to a small group of officers.
The army had established its nationalist/pa-
triotic credentials in the hearts of most of the
urban population of Iraq by its successful
campaign against the Assyrians in 1933 (per-
haps Dr. Tarbush could have provided more
details of this highly discreditable episode),
and its role in the suppression of the tribal
revolts of 1935-36, However, although a suc-
cession of army commanders managed to
acquire influence and supra-military author-
ity for a time, the reality of continuing British
control always lay behind the apparently vol-
atile surface of Iraqi politics. Nuori al-8a'id’s
long career is proof of the enduring force of
the British conpection.

Dr. Tarbush tells a complex story with skall
and verve, and his narrative is a pleasure to
read. The chapters which actually deal with
the 1936—41 pertod, notably Chapter 8 on the
Rashid *Ali coup, are especially valuable.
Almost inevitably, a number of questions
remain unanswered; in particular, the reader
is left in some confusion about the ideological

stances of some of the chief actors, and the
extent to which their views were shared by
that part of the population which was in a
position to articulate its political views. It
would have been useful to have more details
on the background and contacts of the offi-
cers of the Goiden Square; the information
provided (pp. 154, 261) seems rather meager.
Again, perhaps some of his interviewees
could have provided the author with more
insight into some of their contemporaries—
particularly Yasin al-Hashimi and Ja‘far
Abd’l-Timman—than the rather dismissive
judgments of British advisers and officials.
Finally, the circumstances surrounding King
Ghazi’s death in 1939 may well have been
somewhat ‘‘mysterious,’” but the contention
that the British were in some way involved
would deserve more serious consideration tf
Zayd, whom the Foreign Office seems to
have favored, had actually been made Re-
gent. But these crnticisms should not detract
from the mert of this careful and well-re-
searched contribution to the historography
of modern Iraq.

Peter Sluglett is Lecturer in Modern Mid-
dle Eastern History at the Universiry of Dur-
ham.

Muslim-Christian Relations and Ioter-Chris-

tian Rivalries in the Middle East: The Case of

the Jacobites in an Age of Transition, by John
Joseph. Albany, NY: State University of
New York Press, 1983. xviui + 132 pages.
Map. Appends. 1o p. 146. Notes to p. 205.
Abbrev. to p. 206. Bibl. 10 p. 236. Index to p.
240. $44.50 cloth. $14.95 paper.

Reviewed by Jacob M. Landau

John Joseph, who teaches at Franklin and
Marshall College, has invested more than a

dozen years in researching and writing a

history of the S¥rian Orthodox and Syrian
Catholic communities (sometimes referred to
as Jacobites) in the Middle East. His book is,
to this reviewer’s knowledge, the only avail-
able study of the Jacobites in the last two
centunes which does not focus on their reli-
gious lustory or am their Syriac language. Itis
based on a large number of primary and
secondary sources, of which the archives of
various missionary (largely non-Jacobite)
groups deserve special mention. [n addition,
Mr. Joseph has also interviewed a number of
Jacobites.

Of the book's seven chapters, two and a
half serve as background, while the others
discuss the changing fortunes of the Jacobites
in Turkey, Irag, Syria and Lebanon up to
1981. Of the four appendices which follow,
two are translations of Ottoman firmans re-
ferming to the Jacobites and Protestants, re-
spectivety: another is an onginal essay on
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Jacobites in India; the last one is a general
table of Christian churches in the Middle
East.

Joseph's work contains numerous details
concerning events in which the Jacobites or
other Eastern Chnstians were concerned.
Thus one leams a greal deal about others
(e.g., the Armeniansj, but this is at the ex-
pense of the focus on the Jacobites. Although
the narrative is based on painstaking research
(as the extensive biblicgraphy also indicates}
and is sometimes dramatic in presentation, it
is only infrequently supptemented by a thor-
ough analysis. Forinstance, the author writes
about how the Jacobites became speakers of
Syriac (at Tur Abdin alone), Turkish, Arabic
or Kurdish—according to their place of resi-
dence. He fails, however, (o assess the signif-
icance of these developments, in terms of
their probable impact on the weakening of
internal community bonds.

This reviewer feels also that the book i3
somewhat unbalanced, by including 59 pages
of notes to 146 pages of text and appendices.
Furthermore, Joseph is rather fond (too fond,
perhaps) of such chapter headings as **Catho-
lics, Consuls ard Conversion,” "*Protesiants,
Piety and Politics,”” or “Russia, Rebellion
and Refuge.”” While aliteration may have
some medts, it should not interfere with
ctarity, Clanity is also needed in such bits of
information as the following: *'In Istanbul {ia
1918}, sugar. an item typical of other
commodities, was retailed at three hundred
instead of twenty-five piastres’ (p. 99). The
reader would certainly appreciate knowing 1o
what weight this price refers. Lasty, al-
though generally attempling (o be meticulous
in transliteration. the author has frequently
omitted some of the required diacritical sym-
bols, while using others—sometimes in one
word {for examples, footnotes 32 and 34 on p.
199). Also, German orthography does not
permit the use of lower-case letters at the
beginning of nouns (e.g., page 231. the title of
the periodical in which Xavier Jacob's article
was published).

Dr. Landau is Professor of political sei-
ence at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem .
He is currenily a Fellow ar the Netherlands
Institute for Advanced Study, Wassenaar.

Nineveh's Note:

We wish to remind our readers
that in the past John Joseph, an
Assynan from Mesopotamia, has
shown much bias against our strug-
gle for nationhood. Therefore, all
his writings should be read criti-
cally.



Assyrian Studies

A HISTORY OF CILICIA DURING THE ASSYRIAN PERICD
(Order No. 69-14,698)

John Dantel Bing, Ph.D,
Indiana University, 1969

Cilicia was a significant digtrict within the Assyrian Em-
pire. The peculiar geographic features of Cillcia were largely
responsible for this fact. Both Cilicia Tracheia and Cllicia
Pedias were rich in natural resources. The plain was a cross-
roads between Anatolia and Syria to which it was linked by the
Cilician Gates to the north, the Calycadnus Valley to the west
and the Babee and Beilan passes to the east.

When the Assyrian rulers began to think in terms of a
permanent empire in the west, they soon realized that Cilieta
wasg a necessary part of their empire. This occurred in the
relgn of Shalmaneaer 1. The kingdom of Que in Cilicia joined
coalitions tn North Syria which resisted Assyrian expansion

Cilicia between 728 and 705 B. C. was the acene of con-
siderable dipiomatie, political and economic activity, It was
the focal point of the conflict between the Urartian-Phrygian
alliance and the Assyrian Empire. Pbrygia gained a foothold
on the Mediterranean Sea in western Que. Urartu mzintained
her contact with Greeks in thie region after having lost access
to Al Mina in North Syria.

Sargon used Cilicia as a military base from which Assyria

took the offensive against Phrygia, The governor of Que cam-
paigned against Phrygla resulting in the latter’s submission to
Sargon in T08.

The Greeks in Cilicia complicated Assyria’s probiem of
controlling southeast Anatolia. The Greeks assisied the
Cilician revolt against Assyria following the death of Sargon
which kas been illuminated by the Kiratepe inscriptions.
Greeks colonized the Cilician plain between 705 and 696 when
the Cilician revelt ended. The colomists not only competed with
Assyria for the resources of Ciliciar but they also represented
an unmanageable factor in an area already noted for its poten-
tial difficulty,

Cilicia became an important part of Assyria’s attempt to
organize the commercial ports of the eastern Mediterranean.
The commerce and resources of Phoenicia, Cyprus and Cilicia
were mobilized to assist Assyria’s planned conquest of Egypt.
The intense economic exploitation of these areas resulted in
bitter resistance during the reigns of Esarhaddon and Assur-
banipal.

The nature of Neo-Babylonilan interest in Cilicia was basi-
cally the same as that of Assyria. Metals from Cilicia were of
particular significance to the Babylonian prosperity and power.
Babylon'’s deslgns against Egypt also compelled her to adopt
Assyria’s policy of organizing the commercial activity of
Phoenicia and Cilicia. M $3.25; X $11.25. 250 pages.

AMERICAN ASSYRIOLOGY: ITS GROWTH AND
DEVELOFPMENT

(Order Ne. 70-10,835)

Carroll Wade MEADE Ph.D.
The University of Texas at Austin, 1969

Supervisor: D. D. Van Tassel

American Assyriology began in 1880 when Francis Brown
commenced teaching Akkadian at Union Theological Seminary.
Two years later David G. Lyon introduced Akkadian at Harvard
University. Paul Haupt, a German scholar, came to Johns
Hopkins University in 1883, beginning the study of Assyriology
at that institution. In 1885 both the University of Missouri and
Princeton University added Assyriclogical courses to their cur-
riculurs. Hermann Hilprecht, another German scholar, joined
the faculty of the University of Pennsylvania in 1886 as an As-
syriclogist. Hilprecht and others guickly built up the reputation

. of the school, as it quickly forged ahead in this mew sphere of
studics. Between 1888 and 1900 Pennsylvania sent out four ex-
peditions to the site of the ancient city of Nippur. By 1900 at
least fourteen major colleges and universities in the U.S. were
offering cuneiform studies as part of their curriculum.

At the beginning of the fwentieth century American Assy-
riology had come of age, no longer did it lag behind Europe.
Thanks to the four Pennsylvania expeditions to Nippur there
were sufficient cuneiform tablets i this country to fill museums,
allow scholars to carry out research, and to train students as
competent philologists. American savants no longer had to go to
the British Museum to study the cuneiform script. The dominant
figure of the period between 1900 and 1914 was Robert F.
Harper, professor at the University of Chicago, who was re-
sponsible for that school sending out an expedition to the an-
cient city of Adab in 1903, Harper also published numerous
scholarly books and articles. During this era Yale joined the
ranks of those institutions offering Assyriological courses. The
outbreak of World War I in 1914 put a temporary damper on
Assyriology, as well as other scholarly pursuits.

During the war years no field work was carried out, instead
scholars made use of the time to publish the results of the ex-
peditions to Nippur and Adab. In 1919 the Oriental Institute
was founded at the University of Chicago, an event that would
greatly infloence American Assynology.

The last era of American Assyriology, beginning in 1920, saw
the professional replacing the amateur archeologist. Cuneiform
studies really began to expand in the United States with the

"~ Oriental Institute of Chicago taking the lead. Not only did the
Institute inaugurate the Assyrian Dictionary Project, but it sent
" numerous expeditions to the field in Iraq and Iran, as well as
other areas of the Near East. Albert T. Olmstead of the Umi-
“versity of Chicago stands out as one of the dominant figures in
this new era of Assyriology. Another figure who stands out is
H.F. Lutz the initiator of cuneiform studies at the University of
California in 1921. Besides Chicago, Pennsylvania, Harvard,
American Schools of Orental Research at Baghdad, plus many
other U.S. institutions also engaged in field activity in Irag and
Iran. Archeological activity in the Near Fast begam to slow
down in 1936 as a result of the depression, and finally came ¢ &
halt in 193% at the beginning of World War IL
M $4.95 X $17.55 386 poas
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THE C.M.S. MISSION OF HELP TO
THE SYRIAN CHURCH IN MALABAR, 1816-1840:
A STUDY IN PROTESTANT-EASTERN
CRTHODOX ENCOUNTER.

{Order No. Mic 60-6772)

Eugene Lester Ten Brink, Ph.D.
The Hartford Seminary Feoundation, 19G0

The first Chapter is an introductory histnrical survey
of the main lines of development of the Syrian Chuyeh in
Malahar. It seeks to provide a summary of the extraor-
dinary history of a Church the details of whose origins
are lost in the obscurity of the [irst centuries of this eria,
but Is commonly ascribed by tradition to the Apos(le
Thomas. It has been under the direcl inlluence of the un-
divided Church, the Bast Syrian tradition of the ‘Nestoraan’
Church, the Latin tradition of the Reman Church, the
‘Monophysite’ influence ol the West Syrian Church, the
Protestant influence of the Anglican Evangelicals, and js
now socking to rediscover its her:itage in the ancient Pa-
triavchide of Antioch in the light of its uniquely varied
oxperience.

To the ecelésiastieal history of Chapter I, Chapter II
sceks to add the political context of the lile of that Church
in Malab:o, and to provide the selting in the Anglican
Evangelical Revival in Emgland for the ecumenical en-
caunter of (he Church Missionary Sociely's Mission of
Help to the Syrian Church.

Chupter HI secks to study in some defail that Mission
sol, s ovigin and methods, the influences in India and
in England thal shaped its destiny, and the course ol its
worlk in ferms of the personalities invelved in encounter
and in conflict. Since there were many changes in the
pergsonnel of the Mission, the leadership of the Church and
Lthe State, and in the forces operating on their work, this
peried of lwenty-five years is divided inlo four phases feor
the analylical study of the complex personal and historical
fuctors thal determined the outcome of Lhis experiment in
inler-church aid.

Chapter IV continues the history of the direct and in-
direct consequences of the work of the C.M.S, in Malabar.
It summarizes the developments that led to the formation
of the Travancore Diocese of the Anglican Church and its
eventual union with the Church of South India, It also sum-~
marizcs the development of a refermed party within the
Syrian Church and the history of its separation resulting
in the Mar Thoma Syrian Church of Malabar, as an em-
bodiment af many of Lthe hopes and conviclions of the C.M.S.
Mission of Help. It also shows how some of the unanswered
questions in the gutiock of the C.M.S. in the early 19th
ceatury stilt operate in the life of the Mar Thoma Church,
and are the source of unresolved conflicts in its present
development, This historical epilogue is followed by an
attempt to cvaluate the permanent contributions of the work
ol the C.M.S. in the Syrian Church, as well as the unfortu-
nate consequences ¢f its failure to achieve its original
objective of reviving that Church frem within while pre-
serving its unity and integrity.

Chapter V aitempts a crilicat evajuation of the various
factors that hindered the [ullilment of {he original objec-
tives of the C.M.5. This is [ollowed by 4 summary of [ind-
ings of this study and suggests some ol the conditions [or
a more [ruitlul encounter between Protestantism and
Easlern Orihodoxy which benelits from the experience of
hoth the achicvements and [ailure of this significant ex-
periment in inter-church aid early in the Iast century when
the Evangelical Anglicans initiated whal has become so0
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vital n concept in contomporary thinking sthout the life and
mission of the Church, The Appendices provide valvable
bul nol easily available documentary evidence regarding
three of the critical perieds of the long history of the
Syrian Church in Malabar.

Microfilm $4.60; Xerox $16.20, 3357 pages.

THE BIGGRAFPHY OF JOHN OF TELLA (d. A.D. 537) BY ELIAS
TRANSLATED FROM THE SYRIAC WITH A HISTORICAL
INTRODUCTION AND BISTORICAL AND LINGUISTIC
COMMENTARIES

Joseph Renée GHANEMN, Ph.D.
The University of Wisconsin, 1970
Supervisor:  Professor Menuhem Munscor

This study consists of theee parts: A Historicul Introductios, an English
translation made from the origimal Syriace text and a number of historical,
linguistic snd theologicsl notes.

John of Tella wits an oulstanding fgure among the Monophysite bish-
ops. His contemporary followers saw in him a hero and asaint and two of
them, his companion Elias and John of Ephesus (d. A.D. 586} were his
biographers. Of the biogruphy wniten by Ehas there are the Totlowing
munuscripts

Brivsh Museurn Adds. 12, 174 and 14, 622 und (he Berlin
Maunuscenipt Suchau 321,

Hendeik G. Kleyn studied the two sanuscripts of the Brtsh Museam
and it 1832 edited the fissl ooe with o Dutch trumslation, Ta 1907 Ernest
W, rooks collated the Berlug svanusenipt wach those of the Brivah Mu.
seun and edited 10 with o Latin translaton. Because of s guabity and
antguity foa, ALDL 744 the Berhn Manuseript was chosen as the preferred
Wil Fof Uhes study.

The brogeaphy was weitien about 542 accordiag 10 Amon Bawmsiaik,
Goselichiv der syrischen Lacrarar (Bonn, 19223, p 180

The otner biography, which was wrinten by Joha o3 Lphesus, ulthough
very cilferent, shows thul the 2uthor made use of the biogriaphy wnlien by
Ehas. This work of John ol Ephesus wus not vsed us an integral part of thiy
study. -

The biography of Elius 1s in many respects a valuable source of informa.
nion. It reports aboul John's parents, s youth and Greco-Syrian educa-
tion, the worldly wishes of his widowed mother and the yearning of hiy
heart for an austere monastic life whach he finally embraced. In 519 the
bishaps of the Osrohene District elected him Bishop of Tella. Bui his
Monophysitism put him inte serious confhict with the offictal religious
policy of the Stute, whiwh had adopted aguin the Dyophysitinm of the
Counci} of Chalecduon (451): Justin the First (518-27) issued an edictn 519
requirmg that all his Chnsuan subjects adhere to the Chalcedomun ereed:
The Emperor menaced any sebels with severe punishments. Upon the
publication 11 $21 et this cdictin the Osrohene District, Jolin of Tedla was
farced 1o resign biy office and ilee.

in spite of Empress Theodora's protection, Jushman's sehgious policy
with the Mounophysiles continued to lollow the hard line of his uncle and
predecessor, Justin the First. this was particularly so aller the Nika revolt
{A.D. 532). Consequently there was an extreme lack ol clergymen, a matter
that thregtened the very existence of Monophysitism. 1t was then that, John
of Tella saved the siwanon by orduining a good number of clergymen, at
the request of the commumnies. While in the process of this and ather
endeavors, the Persun Governor o Nisibis, instigated by Patnarch
Ephraimus of Anuoach, arrested Binhop John and extradited him 1o the
Romans who then larcibly took him 1o Antioch where he died in jaid wa 533,

In describing the interacnon between John of Tella und the followers
af his ¢reed the biography becomes “instory as human behavior,” as Sum-
uel Huvs savs, lor it describes how Manophysitism develeped as a hostile
socia) rather than theolugical fucce within the Empure, because of its alicna-
tian.

The himgwst can abserve intbe bography the degree of perfoction
Syriae bad reached i 1he wxth centuey. The nnpaet ol Greeh caliure on
the Syriac-speakeng world v al noticeadle, The numbes of clichds that ure
found in the biography and which are alko in Armeman, Greek and Coplic
seurees show the widespread use of a bierary siyle pecubar 1o the hagio-
grophic blerature

Finally. s number of mibheal quotadons in the bwgraphy daller from the
Peshiftu texi and seem (o agree with the Hebrew Masereniv sext. This fact
should invite the biblical student (o losk mere seriously into s matter.

Order No. 70-24.795, 164 pages,



Beware the Wiles of the
Wanton Woman

DEAD SEA SCROLL FRAGMENT REFLECTS ESSENE FEAR CF,
AND CONTEMPT FOR, WOMEN

By Magen Broshi

NEARLY 35 YEARS AGQ, Bedouin tribesmen searching
for more scrolls near the original find on the northwestern
shore of the Dead Sea discovered the now-famous {Jumran
cave 4. Cave 4 proved 1o be the richest of all the Qumran
caves, containing fragments of over 50C scrolls.

Ome of the scroll fragments from cave 4 is known as the
“Wiles of the Wanton Woman”! and reflects the Essene
fear of, as well as contempt for, women. The text on this
fragment is remarkably similar 10 cemain passapes from
Proverbs; indeed, the Qumran fragment was apparently
modeled after chapters 5 through 7 of Proverbs.

While we are comparing, we should alsa look at a pas-
sage from the Wisdom of Ben Sirach (Ecclesiasticus). Ben
Sirach was roughly an elder conteroporary of the Qumran-
ites. His book is part of the canon in the Roman Catholic
Bible, For Jews and Protestants, it is part of the Apocrypha.

The passage from the Qumran cave 4 fragment is a
warning against falling into the traps of the seductive
woman. 1t reads in part as follows:

... She lies in wait in secret places

At every corner she will sit.

In the city’s squares she displays herself,

And in the town gates she sers herself,

And there is none to stop her from [whoring].

Her eyes glance hither and thither,

And she wantanly raises her eyelids

To seek out a righteous man and lead him astray

And a perfect man to make him scumble . . .

Sorne scholars regard the poem as an allegory, buc they
do not agree on what or whom this woman personifies. Is
she Rome? Or the advemaries of the Essene sect? Or per
haps Folly herself?

[t seems far more plausible to conclude that what we
have here is simply a strongly worded exhortation to beware
of the seductive wanton woman.

The Dead Sea sect’s atritude toward women is described
by some as misogynic—characterized by hatred of women,
Buc it is also accurate to describe it as gynephobic—that s,
characterized by fear of women. Gynephobia was, [ believe,
the source of the sect’s extreme puricy, its harsh martrimo-

BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY REVIEW

nial laws and the monastic, celibate nature of the Qumran
comrnunity where the most extreme adherents of the sect
spent their lives.

A parallel passage from the book of Proverbs (chapters 5
through 7) shows a clear model for the Qumran poem. Like
the Qumran text, it cautions against the dangers of getting
involved with cormupt women, but the nature of the warn-
ing is quite different from that of the cave 4 fragment.?

In the dusk of evening,

In the dark hours of night,

A woman comes toward hirm

Dressed like a harlot with a set purpese.

She is bustling and restive;

She is never at home.

Now in the street, now in the square,

She lurks at every corner.

She lays hold of him and kisses him.

(Proverbs 7:9-13, New Jewish Publication Sociery [NJPS))
The author of Proverbs indeed regards the danger as a grave
one, bur the danger that confronts the seduced young man
is mainly practical.

If he succumbs, “strangers [will] be filled with your
wealth” (Proverbs 5:10); "he will meer with disease and
disgrace” (Proverbs 6:33). And then of cousse there is the
jealous husband who “will nat show pity on his day of
vengeance” (Proverbs 6:34). In short, the foolish young
man may be harmed financially, socially and comporeally.

With all their seriousness, the exhortations in Proverbs
also contain a touch of humaor. The description of the
adulterous woman in chapter 7 and, especially, her speech
to her lover reveal some dry Biblical humer.

“1 had to make a sacrifice of well-being;

Today [ fulfilled my vows.

Therefore 1 have come out to vou,
Seeking you, and have found you.

1 have decked my couch with covers

Of dyed Egyptian linen;

[ have sprinkled my bed

With myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon.

Let us drink our fill of love till morning;
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Caourtesy of the israel Museum

Let us delight in amorous embrace.
For the man of the house is away;

He is off on a distant journey.
He ook his bag of money with him
And will return only at mid-monch.”
She sways him with her eloquence,
Turns him aside with her smooth ralk.
Thoughtlessly he follows her,
Like an ox going to the slaughrer,
Like a fool to the stocks for punishment—
Until the arrow pierces his liver.
(Proverbs 7:14-23, NJPS)
In the Dead Sea Scrolls, as befits literature of fanartical
extremists, there is not a hint of humor. The Qumran poem
is deadly serious because it regards the tempting woman as a

Scroll fragments from Qumran cave 4 describe the “Wiles
of the Wanton Woman”: “She lies in wait in secret places,
at every corner she will sit . . . to seek out a righteous man
and lead him astray, and a perfect man to make him
stumble . . ” The author cites the text on these fragments as
an example of the Qumran sect’s fear of, and contempt for,
women.

veritable satan.

The book of Proverbs is neither misogynic nor gynepho-
bic. After all, chapter 31 contains the famous panegyric to
the virtuous woman which the traditional Jewish husband
reads to his wife each Sabbarh evening:

What a rare find is a capable wife!
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Her worth is far beyond that of rubies.
Her husband puts his confidence in her,
And lacks no good thing.

She is good o him, never bad,

All the days of her life.

She is clothed with strength and splendor;
She looks to the future cheerfully.

Her mourh is full of wisdom,

Her rongue with kindly teaching.

Her children declare her happy;

Her husband praises her,

"Many wormen have done well,
But you surpass them all.”

Extol her for the fruit of her hand.
And let her works praise her in the gates,
(Proverbs 31:10-12,25-26,28-29 31, NJPS)
Although in chapter 31, we are also told that “beauty is
vain® (v30), elsewhere in Proverbs the husband is in-
structed ro delight i the love and beaury of his wife:
Find joy in the wife of your youth—
A loving doe, a graceful mountain goat.
Let her breasts satisfy you ar all times.
Be infatuared with love of her always.
{(Proverbs 5:18-19, N]PS)
Somewhat before the Qumran poem was composed, in
about 170 B.C,, Joshua Ben Sirach wrote his Wisdom of
Ben Sirach. Ben Sirach, a wypical scion of the Jerusalem
bourgeoisie, was plainly a male chauvinist:
From the garment issueth the moth;
and from 2 woman, z woman's wickedness.
Better che wickedness of a man than the goodness of a
waman.
{Ben Sirach 42:13-14—Masada version [V:24-25)
Ben Sirach also has a number of things to say abour the
wanton woman:
Keep watch over a roving eye,
And do not be surprised if it offends against you.
Like a thirsty traveler who opens his mouth
And drinks of any water thar is near,
She will sit down before every tent peg,
And open her quiver to the amow
{Ben Sirach 26:11-12, Goodspeed)
Ben Sirach does have some kind things to say abour the
good wife, but some of his ideas about the good wife would
hardly find favor with moderm women—and rightly so. For
example, he tells us that “A silent wife is a gift from the
Lord” (26:14). But he also tells us: “A wife's charm is the
delight of her hustand; and her womanly skill puts flesh on
his bones.” (Ben Sirach 26:13, New English Bible [NEB])
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Ben Sirach also appreciates the beauty of women: A
good wife's “actractions are worth more than gold” (7:19).
And again:

“As beautiful as the sunrise in the

Lord’s heavens is a good wife in a well-ordered home.
As bright as the light on the sacred lampstand
is a beauriful face in the sertled prime of life.
Like a golden pillar on a silver base is a shapely
feg with a firm foot.
(Ben Sirach 26:16-18, NEB)

By contrast, the Dead Sea sect had nothing good to say
in praise of women. They had only a rather poor apinion of
the opposite sex. Josephus gives this view of che Essenes’
attitude toward marmiage. (And remember, che celibate
Dead Sea communiry that lived in Qumran was rhe ex-
treme faction of the Essenes; there were Essenes who lived
in other parts of the country and married.)

Nort that they wish te do away with marriage as a means

of continuing the race, but they are afraid of the promis-

cuity of women and convinced that none of the sex
remains faithful to one man.
{The Jewish War 11, 120-121)

This is a typical misogynic atticude, but equally impor
tant was their gynephobia. To the Essene sect the term
“flesh” denoted human nature ar its basest, wharever was
contemptible in man. And female flesh was more so. Cer-
tain metaphors tecur frequently in the Dead Sea Scrolis,
indicating Essene abhomrence of sexuality Sometimes the
full impact is lost in translation. For example, in one trans-
lation of the Thanksgiving Scroll man is described as “a
crearure of clay, kneaded in water, a fundamenr of shame
and a source of pollution” (1,21-22). Actually, the word
ervah, transiated as “shame,” is really “pudenda,” and nidah,
translated as “pollution,” is really "menstruation.” These
rerms occur dozens of times in the scralls.

Some scholars believe thar certain verses in Paul’s letter
to the Romans reflect a distinction between spiric and flesh
in which Paul scorns the flesh. Others find in his first leceer
to the Corinthians an uncomplimentary attitude toward
women and marriage. The source of these attitudes may
perhaps be found in a stream of thought of which our
Essene fragment is a riburary. This, however, is a subject for
another arricle.

The scientific siglum is 41184, This fragment was firsc published b
|. Allegro in Palestme Exploraton Quarterly, 1964, pp. 53-55, and later
in Discoveries m the Judnean Desert V (1968}, pp. §2-85.

'This has been shown by ]. Richt in an exhaustive study of chis
poem, combining both insight and erudition, with ampie bibliography,
Licht's study is to be found in B. Uffenheimer (ed.}, Bible and Jewisk
History, Tel Aviv 1971, pp.289.296 (). Liver Memorial Volume) (in
Hebrew).



In Sports

Era Osibe was born and raised in an Assyrian family
in Iran. She graduated from high school and taught
elementary school for seven years.

She came to the United States (San Francisco) in
August of 1976, and she has been working as a beauti-
CIAN &Ver since.

As a youngster Era always admired sports especially
swimming. The desire to improve her swimming skills
made her join the Dolphin Club of San Francisco in
1977. Dolphin Club has been established since 1870 and
is known for the water sport activitics, The swimming
season of the club starts in February of each year and
ends around October of the same year. During this
period the 600 members get a chance to swim in the
natural and rough waters of San Francisco Bay. In
winter Era swims the waters half a mile every day and in
summer she averages one mile daily.

Since 1977 Era has swum eight times from the Istand
of Alcatraz to San Francisco {(Fisherman’s Whar{) and
seven times beneath the Golden Gate Bridge. Among
her many swimming awards, Era received a special one
in September of 1982. She challenged the rough tides
between Alcatraz and San Francisco Bay for a period of
81 muinutes and three seconds.

Nineveh Muagazine congratulates Era for her accom-
plishments and wishes her the best in life.

Miss Assyria 1983

Miss Jackline Yelda, 20 year old daughter of Sargon
and Nanajan Yelda of San Francisco, was recently
named Miss Assyria 1983

Miss Yelda was born in Tehran, Iran, and has been in
the United States for 7 years. She works as a global
processing controller at Wells Fargo Bank, and isalso a
full-time student at San Francisco State University,
majoring in Fashion Designing and Merchandising. She
is 5’6" tall and weighs 135 1bs., has brown hair and eyes.
Her favorite sports are swimming and jogging, and she
has special talents of drawing, jazz dancing and sewing.

Her plans for the future are to receive her Bachelor of
Arts in Fashion Designing, and to pursue a career in that
field. She plans to find out all she can about life and
living and use this as a tool to teach herself and to show
her people what it means to be an Assyrian woman.

The pageant was held at War Memorial Auditorium,
Turlock, on November 24, 1983. The winner received
$400 cash, a trophy, a sash, and the title of Miss Assyria
1983. Judging was based on poise, personality, appear-
ance, and an oral essay.

Track roundup

Independent Journal Saturday, March 3

Two wins for Trojans

SANTA ROSA — The Terra Linda
High hoys and girls track teams each
came away with victories in a {ri-meet
Thursday at Santa Rosa Junior College.

The Trojans boys downed Piner and
Cardinal Newman. Terra Linda scored
84 points te Piner's 54 and Cardinal
Newman's 30,

Terra Linda was led by Billy Powell,
who won the 100-maeter dash in 11.0% and
the 200 in 23.18. Ron Knighten won the
120 high hurdles in 155 and Rameil
Baaba took the triple jurnp with a leap of
42.2 to also spark the Trojans.

The Terra Linda girls, who scored 71
points to Piner's 62 and Ursuline's 25,
were led by Mary Alice Erickson and
Emily Ethington. Erickson won the 440
in 62.0 and Ethington took the discus with
a throw of 100-11.

Rameil Baaba
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MAR NARS Al PARISH
REVEREND

DATE

4~15-84
U-19-54
Y- 1G-54
4-20-84
Y-21 -84
b-22 -84

§-13-84
6-3-84
£~10-84

6-24-84

715l
7-22-84
b-5-Ek

§-12-6l

§-26 -5
9-9-8U
9-273-8k

10-6-84
10-14-84
11-b-84
12-2-84
12-15-84
12-25-84

badeals 1a3200 wmaleads haliadx gy,
:- 4 « B zs’e&
Apostolic Catholic Assyrian Church of the East

3939 LAWTON STREET SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 94122 {415) 753-9502
NENQS 5. MICHAEL, ARCHDEACON (415) 564-9126
" SERVICE TIME FEAST & COUOMMENCRATIONS
Qurbana 9:00 a.m Palm Sunday
Qurbana 9:00 a.m Passover Day
Service 7:30 p.m Passover Llay
Service 7:00 p.m Friday of Sorrow
Service 7:00 p.m Holy Saturday
Service & §:00 a.m raster Sunday
Gurbana 9:00 a.m Easter Sunday
(Easter Breakfast-Church Hall)
Church Party/At Hall
@urbana 9:00 a.m Ascension
Qurbana 9:00 a.m Pentecost
(Picnic Followed By Gurbana)
@urbana 9:00 a.m. Mar MNarsail(Dokhrana)
Breakfast & Seminar
G urbana 9:00 a.m. 3t. Thomas the Apostle
Picnic
Qurbana 9:00 a.m. lransfiguraticn
Qurbana G:00 a.m. 5t. Mary's Departure
(Dokhrana)
Gurbana Q:00 a.m. Feast of the Cross
Qurbana 9:00 a.m. Mar <fia & Mar Bisho
(Dokhrana)
Church Building 25th Anniversay
Qurbana 9:00 a.m. His Holiness dJonsecration .ay
Qurbana G:00 a.m. MAR GEWARGIS (Dokhrana)
Qurbana 9:00 a.m. The advent
LChristmas Partv-Church Hall
Qurbana $:00 a.m. Nativity of our Lord Jesus christ

Christmas Rreakfast

All Sundays of the year not mentioned are the
morning service and begin promptly at 11:00 a.m.

Iiue to circumstances beyond our control, changes
do occur scmetimes. Therefore, please call
Archdeacon Micheal for confirmation.

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING YOUR CHURGH
ARD MAY GOD BLESS YouU. AMEN.
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THE TRUSTEES OF THE MAR SHIMUN MEMORIAL FUND
IN A CONTINUING EFFORT TO PERPETUATE AND PRESERVE THE HISTORY OF
THE CHURCH OF THE EAST

ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE AVAILABILITY OF

CHURCH
CUSTOMS

AND THE

MURDER OF MAR SHIMUN

By
SURMA D'BAIT MAR SHIMUN

with an introduction by
His Grace the ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY

Edited, with & Glassary by
WA WIGRAM, D.D.

Reference is made to the assasination of Mar Benyamin in 1918

Send your tax deductible check to:

Mar Shimun Memorial Fund
I'.00. Box 1541

Burlingame, CA 97010

Please indicate number of copies desired.

$5.00 per copy
Plus $1.00 postage and handling
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([hitagn a'i'ibune Wednesday, February 22, 1984

Of fashion and history

The Assyrian-American Club of Chicago gathered for a
heritage lesson Sunday, using fashion as a learning device.
At a luncheon in the North Shore Hilton in Skokie, members
and guests viewed fashions researched, designed and
made by Shamiram Bedrio, a Chicage dressmaker who
came io the United States from Iraq in 1965.

Modern Assyrians are descended from citizens of an
ancient Middle Eastern city-state who were among the first
to become Chrigtians. "Each country knows its heritage
through its food, its culture,” Bedrio said. "But we have no
country now. So | decided to design clothes with an ethnic
flavor that an Assyrian could wear 1o display our culture. |
received my ideas from history.”

In the show, club members portrayed Assyrian kings and
queens and religicus and judicial figures. The men’s and
women's jewel-toned silk and satin tunics and shaw!s were
richly embroidered and trimmed with gold angd silver braid.
The headpisce of “gold leaves” Maureen Yalda modeled
with her purple and silver chiffon gown is a replica of the
original in the Iraqui Museum in Baghdad. Narrator Sarah
Paz offered notes on Assyrian histery with her fashion

commentary. M.C.

2

At the Assyrian-American fashion show: attentive Mark Nazarof, 6, and Grace De Kelaita modeling a tunic.
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K ATEENY THE G REAT In the darkened skies of our literature, Wil-

liam Daniel completes another Masterpiece.

~ Nineveh Magazine
Dear Reader:

William Daniel once more has completed a literary work of eminence. As [ have had the honor to type his manuscript,
I have appreciated its high value. This work of 300 pages of sparkling poetry is rich in the following attributes: a
constantly changing meter, that ¢liminates any possibility of boredom; unexpected rhymes that hold the reader in
pleasant surprise; soulful word pictures that stir the emotion to the point of tears; unforgetable romantic moments;
descriptions of folkloric customs; richness of terminology and above all, the true meaning of national devotion. These
and other qualities are the tools in the hands of the author with which to create IMMORTAL POETRY.

This literary masterpiece of KATEENY The Great With KARAMI The Elkushite, not only compietes incidents that
took place in Book II, but also brings with it spiritual satisfaction by drawing a meaningful picture of national
expectations.

For copies, please communicate with the author, George Bet-Shlimon
President of the Assyrian Foundation of America

1665 Blossom Hitl Road, San Jose, California 95124, or with
Nineveh Magazine. P TE-THCU U A W W
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Assyrian Magazines and Newspapers in Circulation

ADRESSER TILL VARA TIDNINGAR VARLDEN OVER

DUNYADAKI TUM YAYIN ORGANLARIMIZIN ADRESLERI

SHVILA

Assyrian Youth Cuitural Society Pres
P.O. Box 3073

Teheran — IRAN

THE ASSYRIAN QUEST
P.O. Box 1815

Chicago 60690

uUsa

MBADY ANA (The Guide)
Assyrian Social Club

1964 W, Foster

Chicago ILL. 60640
UsSa

Assyria Times
P.O. Box 25319

Washington, D.C. 20007
US.A.

ASSYRIAN SENTINEL
P.O. Box 6455
Hartford Conn. 06106
US A

THE ASSYRIAN STAR INC.
P.O. Box 59309

Chicage ILL. 60659

Usa

NINEVEH

1920 San Pabilo Ave.
Berkley Cal. 94702
USA

EGARTHO

Assyrische Union Berlin
Postfach 5602

1000 Berlin 12
V.GERMANY

MARGANITHA

Assyrian Cultural Association
P.O. Box 25067

Chicago, ILL. 60625

US A

Assyrian Periodicals

o] bt | (o Liadir (—miglis

SHRARA
P.0.BOX 6409
MODESTO, CA. 95355

ASSYRIAN OBSERVER

108 Alderney Road Siade Green,
Kent DAS23D

ENGLAND

QALA MIN MADINKHA
Voice from the east

P.0O. Box 25264
Chicage, ILL. 60626
USA

BET-NAHRAIN MAGAZINE
P.O. Box dt16

Modesio CA. 95352

US A

NAG-HA

P.O. Box 34

Fairfield N.5.W

2165 Sydney AUSTRALILA

MARDUTHA

Assyrian sports and Cultural Chub
P.O. Box 452

Fairfield N.S.W

2165 AUSTRALIA

AKTIE41 AMSTELKERX
Amstelveld 10
10171 D

Amsterdam — HOLLAND

KIRKHA

Assyrian Society

P.O.Box 11

1349 Teheran

RAN

Arrafideyn

19204 Woodward Ave.
Detroit, Mich. 48203
U.S.A.

HOPE

P.O. Box 146

600 Geo. N.S.W., 2034
AUSTRALIA

THE SECRETARIATE
P.O. Box 92
Carlton—Victoria 3053
AUSTRALIA

BABYLON

Floor Caverings PTY. LTD
120 Norton str.

Croydon 2132
AUSTRALIA

ATOQUR (Ashour)
Shahid Motahrri
Kouh Norr str. No. 11
Teheran — IRAN

THE PATRIARCHAL MAGAZINE
Organ of the Syrian Patriarch of
Antioch and all the East

Damaskus — SYRIEN

THE CHALDEAN RAY
29396 Dequendre

Apt. 104 Warren

Mi. 48092

UsA

QALA SURYAYA

Syriae Cultural Seciety
Baphdad/Alwiya, Husam EI din sty.
Nr. 54 AB 2/12

Baghdad - JRAK

DERBO

Organ of the Assyrian Democratic
Organisation — Swedish section

Box 10092

151 10 Sédertilje

SWEDEN

BAHRQ SURYOYOQ
Box §9

151 21 Sédestslje
SWEDEN

KOLO SURYOYO

St Ephrem der Syrier kloster
7585 PK Glane/Losser
Glanerbrugstraat 33
HOLLAND

SHOESHOTO
Postbus 3762/7500 DT
Easchede — HOLLAND

THE MODERN ASSYRIAN
P.O.Box 1774
Evanston ILL. Zip. 60204 UJS A

THE ASSYRIAN THOUGT
Assyriska fdreningen

Box 10006

582 10 LINKOPING/SWEDEN

[SHTAR

France Marjane 47
Teymauraji
Teheran — [RAN

BAYN AL-NAHRAAYN
Chaldean Archbishopric
Mousal — IRAK

MARDINNA ATOURAY A
Assyrian Culturel] Association
Aviatien Square

Baghdad - IRAK

The above addresses are

from HUJADA, Sep. 1,
1983

We urge our readers to read and support
the Assyrian publications. The active

participation of all Assyrians is the only The Assyrian Magazine

. Hujad
guarantee of the success of Assyrian Bgia6819
periodicals. 151 06 Sodertalje

Sweden
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