










Fading Academic Delusions

The closer they look, the brighter it gets.
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British Team Finds New Evidence About Assyrians
byL. Y. Barkho

Did the Assyrians disappear as a nation in 612 B.C.
when a combined army of Medes from Iran and Baby-
lonians from southern Iraq turned their cities into ruin
- mounds and heaps of debris? What happened to the
hundreds of thousands of Assyrians when their capital
towns of A~ur, Numrud and Nineveh collapsed in
flames one after the other before the invaders?

History, in fact, leaves us in complete darkness as to
the fate of this mighty nation which for three hundred
years (900-600 B.c.) caused the ancient world to
tremble in fear. The general assumption has been that
most of the population was put to the sword and the few
who managed to escape sought refuge in the mountains,
where they dispersed among the local population.

However, new evidence gathered by a team of British
archaeologists from Edinburgh University excavating at
Eski Mosul Dam Basin has shed some light on such
long-unanswered questions. A heavy Assyrian presence
has been detected in the area which is only 40 km to the
north-east of Nineveh. It belongs to a period long after
the fall of Assyria - approximately third century B.C.

Edinburgh archaeologists came across this significant
result after two complete seasons of excavations at the
site of Tell Kharabeth Shattani, where apart from the
Assyrian settlement, two more occupation levels have
been found: Hassuna and Halaf.

Work at Kharabeh Shattani was started by Dr. John
Curtis who excavated a 2 x 2 metre sounding. It was
continued and extended in April and May 1983 by Dr.
Trevor Wattkins and his team from Edinburgh Uni-
versity.

This year's season of excavations has been directed by
Dr. Edgar Peztenburg who, following a thorough exam-
ination ofthe objects unearthed from Karabeh Shattani,
related them to the third century B.C.

Before announcing his finding to the public Dr. Pez-
tenburg set out for Nimrud which is about 39 km south
of Nineveh and there he found that the pottery style of
Kharabeh Shattani was a continuation of prevalent
styles in this Assyrian military capital during its hey day.

Dr. Peztenburg does not say what happened to the
Assyrian inhabitants of Kharabeh Shattani. "The site
was very small in comparison to Assyrian Metropoli-
tans. The people might have possibly moved to some
other place."

This impressive discovery, according to Dr. Pezten-
burg, would provide scholars with an incentive to
embark on a fresh study of the descendants of the Assy-
rian empire, whom he believes could in no way have
been washed away from the surface of the earth.

"In the seventh century B.C. the Assyrian towns were
heavily populated. For example, scholars believe that
within the 8 km long city wall of Nimrud there lived an
estimated 60,000 people. Double that figure might have
lived in the metropolitan capital, Nineveh," he said.
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Dr Peztenburg; "The Assyrians in no way
had been obliterated from the surface or the earth "

"The Assyrians did not suddenly disappear as hither-
to has been the general belief. Some of them at least
stayed and their metal works, pottery style and building
designs found at Kharabeh Shattani confirm this propo-
sition," he emphasized.

Although more than two millennia have passed since
their tragic collapse, the Assyrians are perhaps the only
nation of ancient Iraq which has always had a sect of
people claiming its descent from them. In Iraq there
exists a large community of compact, solid and tough
people - the three principal characteristics of ancient
Assyrians - who call themselves Athuri or Assuri, in
reference to the great Assyrian religious capital, Assur,
the first to rise to prominence among the cities of
Assyria.

Since time immemorial, members of this sect have
preferred the famous Semitic names of the Assyrians,
such as Sargon, Sennacherib, A~~ur, Naram, Ninua, etc.
Such names still abound in the community, whose tradi-
tional folklore includes practices bearing close resemb-
lance to those of Assyria.

That these people are among the few remaining des-
cendants of the Assyrians, who could live through the
ravages of time to the present day is for Dr. Peztenburg a
plausible argument. "At any rate I'm sure that the new
discoveries will arouse Assyriologists' interest in this
regrettably neglected stage of Assyrian history."
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