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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Julius:

While sending you my feature article about the
former Habbaniya Scouting movement, I'd like to
express my gratitude to the ex-Habbaniya Boy
Scouts and Girl Guides who supplied some of the
illustrating vintage photographs and information
that helped me in producing the article.

As you know, the story of Scouting at Habbaniya
had been one of our intended projects ever since we
began my series A clip from the local history of
Habbaniya” in Nineveh magazine two years ago.
But it was our friend Benyamin Esho Yalda of Des
Plaines, Illinois, who, by chance, pushed the idea to
the forefront when he sent you a few vintage Scout-
ing photographs. You referred them to me, and as a
result, I began a correspondence with Ben. Ben, in
turn, motivated a group of ex-Habbaniya Scouting
friends by letters, phone calls and a group meeting
and Initiated a process of research for the article.
This, along with a series of questionnaires I circu-
Jated and letters and phone calls I exchangd with
the people concerned during the last few months,
enabled me to compile the article in question.

Ben Yalda was, therefore, the motivator and part-
moderator of the research program, while the other
part-moderator, Simon Peter of Chicago — one of
my closest early friends — contributed much of the
information and many photos, plus a photocopy of
his 1943-47 Senior Scout Membership & Progress
Record that proved very useful. Simon virtually
co-authored the article, but I understand from him
that Wilson Khoshaba Isaac and Odisho Warda
(and Ben) of Chicagoland jogged each other’s mem-
ories and furnished him with some of the feedback.

Envia Warda of Kent, England, once again made
a vital contribution! He not only gave me an album-
ful of vintage Scouting photos but also a vintage
printed program of the April 1944 Jamboree!! The
program was very informative, but because of space
limitations and in order to have a varied representa-
tion of illustrations, I assume of his pictures you
can select and print only a few.

Khanna (nee Raabi Ammanuel) Youkhanna of
Chicago also supplied some vintage Girl Guide pho-
tos, and both Abigail (nee Awigle Polous) and
Eshaya Isaac of Skokie, Illinois, made their contri-
hutions to the article and submitted a photo of Girl
Guides, and so did Mirza Shmoil of Ontario, Can-
ada, who submitted two vintage group photo-
graphs, as well as Lily (nee Nwyia Shabbas) Neesan
and Nina (nee Nwyia Shabbas) Jacob who helped
with their input and pictures.

Kay Pearce (nee Khava Aboona) of Lutterworth
in Leicester, England, and Roza (nee Aziz) Simon of
Sydney, Australia, also mailed in some photos, a

few relevant of which I trust you will reproduce.
They also verified a few details for me, though I
wish the girls had been able to volunteer more
information, for we have so little knowledge about
the Girl Guides to do them full justice!

William Kaplano Kaanon of my hometown re-
minded me of a couple of forgotten names and veri-
fied a couple of points, and so did Liza (nee Aziz) and
Davis Eshay David. Arpine Hovasapian (nee Arpen
Onnick) of Glendale, Calif. also clarified a couple of
points.

And finally I'm indebted to Khoshaba Cambar (of
Kirkuk, Iraq?) for the quotation and few facts
gleaned from his published article; and to Bison
Books Corp. for our reproduction of the Baden-
Powell photograph and for the information con-
tained in their books The Boy Scouts and The Girl
Scouts by Carolyn Soto on which I've based the last
segment of the article.

Despite this common effort and contribution, let
me say in advance that the article is by no means a
perfect product! There might be shortcomings:
errors of fact or detail, missing links and missed
personalities, or undiscovered better illustrations.

[ have consulted and involved as many know!-
edgeable persons as I could reach, directly or
through friends, in researching the article in order
to ensure that I had ample information and photo-
graphs by which to paint as true and representative
a picture of the Movement as feasible within the
means available. And yet I know I haven't been able
toobtain every necessary detail or to have access to
every person who might have proved helpful!

As you know, there is precious little documented
information available on Habbaniya in general, let
alone on Habbaniya Scouting. Most of our material
is therefore derived from personal memories, mem-
ories of dates, events, names, faces and places cob-
webbed by half a century of living — memories
sometimes dim and fuzzy at best!

Nevertheless, I believe the end result is the best
that could be produced under the circumstances,
and that all concerned should be happy in its crea-
tion, because it is a documented record — and [ dare
say the only known complete record! — of one of the
few good aspects of our life in Habbaniya!

Mikhael K. Pius
Modesto, Calif.

Dear Mr. Shabbas:

Thank you very much for sending me the last
1ssue of Nineveh. 1 really enjoyed it very much.
Keep up the good work.

Walten Mirco
Chicago, IL



Dear Julius:

Thank you so much indeed for sending me a
couple of back issues of Nineveh magazine along
with copies of Minashi’s (Mikhael K. Pius) arti-
cles. I also received the current issue recently. [
haveread all three copies from cover to cover and
enjoyed them immensely to say the least.

It was very nice of you to take time off and
write to me. The pleasure is all mine knowing
you. I do not remember Maratha Lines but I do
recall living at K-type house number 53. T hope to
meet you someday soon.

Enclosed please find a check for $50.00 for my
subscription and the past issues received. Keep
up the excellent work and God bless.

Pius Joseph
Elk Grove Village, IL

Dear Mr. Shabbas:

Enclosed please find my check to cover renewal
copies of Nineveh magazine.

Iaminterested in Assyrianculture and history
and I enjoy your magazine very much. Thank
you.

L. Carol Lockett
Honolulu, HI

Dear Sir:

We enjoy reading your magazine generally and
especially the articles and book extractions con-
tributed by writers who tell us, the readers, the
stories and the events that took place in our
recent past. This we feel helps the present gener-
ation in identifying the pitfalls to try to avoid
fallingintosimilar ones whether natural or man-
made ones. Our writers have the duty and re-
sponsibility to tell the stories as they happened
openly and without fear.

Enclosed is our check to cover the annual
subscription.

Issa Kelaita
Bringelly, Australia

Dear Julius:

Your recent issue of Nineveh was splendid.
Never before have I seen so many rare photos and
magnificent articles in one place. It represents
nothing less than a coup in the annals of Assy-
rian journalism. You and the team at Ninevek
deserve the applause of the Assyrian nation. Best
of luck and keep up the good work.

Solomon (Sawa) Solomon
Chicago, IL

Dear Mr. Shabbas:

On December 3, 1990 at the Metropolitan
Opera House in New York City [ saw a new pro-
duction of an opera by the name of Semirvamide,
Queen of Assyria, music by Gioacchino Rossini.
By legend the action takes place in the city of
Babylon, 1000 B.C.

This opera had a special significance for me
because since I was a child I have always been
proud of my Assyrian heritage.

Semiramide was first performed on February
3, 1823, at the Teatro La Fenice of Venice, and
was immediately judged as a masterpiece.

Although this opera has been revived success-
fully in theaters throughout Europe and the
United States, this was the first New York stag-
ing since it appeared at the Metropolitan in the
1890’s,

On February 29, 1992, opera houses through-
out the world will be celebrating the two hun-
dredth anniversary of the birth of Gioacchino
Rossini. I sincerely hope that my Assyrian sis-
ters and brothers, especially opera lovers, would
watch the season’s opera schedules and try to see
this brilliant opera and enjoy the magnificent
staging which depicts our rich Assyrian art and
culture.

I am enclosing a copy of a clipping from the
Sunday, November 25, 1990, issue of the New
York Times showing Lella Cubreli as Semiram-
ide. Enclosed also is the opera story with pictures
taken from the Victor Book of the Opera.

If you find the above to be of interest, I should
like to share it with Nineveh readers.

Sweetlana Yaldaei Jamal
Bronxville, NY

Note: In real life Semiramis was the Queen of
Assyria.

Dear Mr. Shabbas:

The back issues of Nineveh and its predecessor
bulletin arrived yesterday. We were exceedingly
happy to receive them and apprectate your gen-
erosity in sending them to us free of charge. Now
we indeed have a complete run!

Thank you very much for your prompt re-
sponse to our inquiry and for your gift to our
library.

Hanna Renning,

Periodicals Assistant

Cal State University Stanislaus
Turlock, CA



Dear Mr. Shabbas:

1 enclose a check for a one year subscription for
the Nineveh magazine.. Will you kindly include
your most recent edition dated Third Quarter 1991
— Vol. 14 No. 3. The non-Assyrian scholar, Dan
Wolk, permitted me to borrow his copy because [
was acquainted with Lilli Teymourazi whose pic-
ture appears on the cover of that particular edition.
I met her in Iran in 1971. Her brother lived in Chi-
cago several years ago, and his son, Jerome Mirza, is
an outstanding attorney.

Your magazine is very well presented and most
interesting. That picture of the villages in Gulpa-
shan was especially touching; the genocide perpe-
trated on our people in Urmia in those fateful years
1915-18 was horrible. My parents are respectively
from Degala and Geogtapa, and were married in the
U.S.A. T visited both villages in 1971 as well as most
of Urmia.

My best wishes to you and your editors for such
an interesting Assyrian magazine.

Sarah Sayad Paz
Chicago, IL

Editor’s Note: For seven years Sarah Sayad Paz
was the Chicago reporter for the Assyrian Star
magazine, and another seven years reporter for the
Assyrian newspaper Afour, in Tehran, Iran. She
has written a book entitled Boona, the Little Assy-
rian Boy, which was published by the Ashurbanipal
Library in 1989. She gave the book to the Library so
that they could sell it and use the proceeds in their
search for Assyrian books. To date 500 copies have
been sold. To order write to:

The Ashurbanipal Library
7055 N. Clark Street
Chicago, IL 60626

Dear Mr. Shabbas:

The last issue of Nineveh appeared particu-
larly interesting to me. I noticed that you have
succeeded in mobilizing Assyrian talent. All arti-
cles are by Assyrians, and they are very good! I
believe that you have revived Assyrian journal-
ism, and I congratulate you for doing so.

Madlaine Davis Moradkhan
Sarcelles, France

Dear Mr. Shabbas:

Every time I read a page from Nineveh it
reminds me of my proud past heritage. Keep up
the good work. Please send a year’s subscription
tomy uncle, Philip Chamaki, in Iran. Enclosed is
a check for $60.00

Gilyana Chamaki
San Jose, CA

Dear Julius:

[ had a letter from my sister Khawa, who resides
in England, saying how pleased she was to receive
the last two issues of Nineveh magazine and very
much interested to receive all future publications
regularly. Enclosed is a check for $25.00 to cover the
overseas annual subscription in her name.

My sister Katherine and her husband Ashor
Gamliel Shlimon are also interested in receiving the
magazine on a regular basis. If you have not already
done so I request you to send them one or two or
perhaps more of the previous issues and add them
to your mailing list. They reside in the United
Kingdom also.

Our best regards to you and your family, to Sami,
Lily and all. Keep up the good work and God bless
you all.

Sargon Aboona
Skokie, IL

Dear Editor:

[am enclosing a check for $15.00 as a subscrip-
tion for your good and excellent magazine Nin-
eveh.

[ will ask you kindly to supply me with the last
edition, No. 3 of Vol. 14.

Benjamin Malek
San Jose, CA

Dear Julius:

Thank you for your letter of June 7, together with
background information on Boy Scouts and Girl
Guides prepared by Mikhael K. Pius. I must com-
pliment Mikhael Pius for his background informa-
tion which 1s interesting and informative.

Mikhael Pius is certainly doing a wonderful job in
his writings, and bringing to life the history of our
Assyrian social as well as Scouting activities dur-
ing our stay in Habbaniya. In accordance to your
request I am enclosing two Scout pictures to go
with Mikhael's article.

I am also sending my subscription to your Nin-
eveh magazine, which is an excellent piece of liter-
ary material as well as containing an abundance of
information to acquaint Assyrians all over the
world of other aspects of our history.

Mirza Shmoil
Rexdale, Ontario, Canada



A RISING ASSYRIAN STAR
Rosie Malek-Yonan

Rosie Malek-Yonan, a young Assyrian, is mak
ing a name for herself in the entertainment indus-
(ry as an actress and writer. Her training, ability
and perseverance landed her roles on major TV
shows such as Dvnasty, Days of Our Lives, Sanla
Barbara, General Hospital, Murder She Wrote,
Cop Rock, Capitol, Divorce Courl, and many
others

She has also appeared in numerous television
commercials, introducing Amencan audiences 1o
the Assyrian language on a national AT&T com-
mercial, which generated a stream of fan mail
from fellow Assyrians. You may often have seen
her in commercial prints for products in maga-
zines, newspapers and billboards.

Rosie studied music and drama at the American
Conservatory Theatre, San Francisce State Uny
versity, and the San Francisco Conservatory of
Music. Upon receiving her BA and BM and work-
ing on her Masters degree, she then proceeded to
Los Angeles where she was invited to attend the
American Academy of Dramatic Arts.

Her numerous lead roles on stage range from

I""I

Shakespeare to modern including West Coast and
World IE:':em iers for which she has received rave
reviews from critics, including the Los Angeles
Times.

With the same love for sports as her father,
George Malek-Yonan, who held the titleof “Cham-
pion of Champions™ for many years in Iran, Rosie,
along with her sister, Monica, trained in the sport
of figure skating and were on the 1980 Winter
Olympie Team.

An accomplished classical pianist, Rosie has
performed concerts and is a composer with works
ranging from pop Lo classical music. She has been
teaching both plano and acting for many years,

Several years of research and study of Assyrian
history has led Rosie to the completion of a fact-
based dramatic script entitled Magdaletta: God's
Forgotlen People, which is an account of an Assy-
rian woman's personal struggles during war time,
sel Lo a backdrop of the massacre of the Assyrian
people, Her sister, Monica Malek-Yonan, an at-
torney, is currently negotiating this script for
development into a TV mini-series or a major
motton picture.

With this movie an the way, the future looks
bright for this young Assyrian artist who wants
to remind the world of the struggles of her nation

Submitted by Voltaire Warda

MOTHER'S MOTHER

by Ben Kingsbury

This poem browght emotions that ran deep within
me and braught them to the surface of my thowghls.

To Grandmother on Her Going
fu dezerigfion on how fhingy fookad from Egrih}

Old woman, time and your own

bad habits ravaged yox at the end.
Your body grew pregnant with death
and that fire that all your life
possessed you, withdrew, hovered above
tethered by a lightning cord

thal kept you breathing

but nothing more. Your soul

wailed for ity long gestation

Jor rebirth inlo space.

A great gambler in your prime,

in the last months you reased

even to deal our poker hands

and play penny anle

with imaginary friends.

You lay bound and blind,

lips and fingers turning blue,

whtle relatives spoke without thinking



to that place above you
where you had moved your wit.

On the final day, the nurses
chose to get you up.
You sat strapped
in a wingbacked chair,
the wreck of a dowager empress
in a parody of « Chinese portrait,
your hands and feet so frail
they already spoke of the bare bone
underneath. Then being done with Earth,
you cut the cord and gave up breath.
— Gail Tremblay

At first Gail Tremblay reminds us of the cycli-
cal nature of life. Most of us come into this world
helpless and leave in the same manner, depen-
dent on others to care far our needs. On our jour-
ney across this Earth we are worn down by time
and the elements. There is a connection between
life and death, and this poem reminds me of the
nature of Life. How there can be no life without
death, and no death without life. We live in a
dynamic world where both must exist in har-
mony with one another.

The fire she describes as being the energy that
drives one through life I saw in my grandmother
and her mother. [ was fortunate as a child to have
my great-grandmother live with my family. I
learned to treat my elders with respect and
friendship. In her nineties she was full of life and
love. Her love 1s still with me and when I need
that love to protect me she is with me. Much like
a blanket on a cold clear night. When icy tenta-
cles creep through my body, and there is frost on
my breath, I call. Spirits from my past answer,
warm me, tell me who I am, and what I can
achieve.

This respect for the elders in one’s society has
diminished in western culture. Nursing homes
grow across the country like vultures growing
fat on the dead. I cannot remember any of my
relatives being in one of those places. The Assy-
rian culture will not let our elders go to a home
for the living dead. Their place is with their fam-
ily as part of the living. I found out that they have
much to offer and share even though [ first saw it
as a burden. Any burden that is incurred is well
worth it for what is received in exchange. I still
have wonderful images of both my grandmother
and her mother that will stay with me forever.

In this poem I see many resemblances in cul-
tures between the Assyrians and the American
Indians. There is the disdain for living beyond
one’s life. Thereis a repulsion to ignoring the old
and a zest for life that goes unequalled. A pro-
found respect for one’s ancestors and elders.
When I read through these poems I am reminded

Mother’s Mother

of myself and many of my own feelings. Thereisa
paralle] in cultures that is enlightening. I con-
tinue to find out more about myself in the study
of other cultures. I find the connection of roots
most important. I have learned that deeper roots
into your past will affect how high your tree
grows into the future.

Gail Tremblay makes many references to being
tethered to your body when near death. An
umbilical cord of sorts that holds one in a false
environment. One cannot stay in the womb
forever even though it would be preferable and
more comfortable. There is so much more beyond
that closed environment. Before life on Earth and
life beyond there comes a time to cut that cord.
Your spirit must be free whether in life or death.
In both cases 1t 1s the beginning of a journey.
When thinking of death imagine how your world
expanded when you left your mother. Goone step
further and imagine what it could be like beyond
our mother Earth. I try not toshed tears for those
that I can no longer speak to; they walk another
path and some day my feet will tread that path. I
ask people not to cry for me because [ will leave
after I have what I want.

She goes on and describes a person dead but
alive in body. These people are gone and people
are unaware. The fire that burned so bright
before is extinguished. The one you loved is a
parody of what they were. They are like a ske-
leton in my eyes, I cannot love only the body.
There is a great debate over who has the right to
let someone die and what is in fact death. The
death of the brain is now seen as death, but I
believe Gail Tremblay’s description is more ac-
curate. When the fire has left someone and they
are but a husk, a shell of what they were, then
they are dead. No one has the right to keep you
from your proper place, and if that placeis death,
then death is where you must go. It is time to cut
the cord.

Editor’s Note: Ben Ashour Kingsbury is a college
student and the grandson of the late well-known
Assyrian scholar Babajan Ashouri. His parents,
Flora and Bob Kingsbury, ave members of the
Assyrian Foundation. This paper was written fora
class in American Indian studies.
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Needy Assyrians
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Maro Benjamin, New York, NY........... 400.00
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Shalim Shabbas Tatar, El Cerrito, CA ..... 50.00
Hamlet N. Shabbas, San Francisco, CA. .. .. 20.00

CRUMBS FROM THE
THANKSGIVING TABLE
A is for the Almighty Lord whom we call the King of
Kings
B is for our Holy Bible and the happiness il brings
C is for His beloved Church which is His bride
D is for her Duty flung world-wide
E is for far away Eternily on land and ocean
F is for Friendship in every nation
G is for the Greatness of onr God in the world
H 15 for the Heavenly missions unfurled
I is for Inner peace with God in the heart
J is for the foy from the start
K is for the Kingship of man or maid
L is for the joy of Listening, just Listening
M is for the Majesties His word learning
N is for all Nature he has surely blest
O is for Others in His service prest
P s for Peace and Pleasure and Powers
Q 15 for the Quietness that is ours
R is for the Resurrection of our Lord
S is for Seeing our Lord adored
T is for Trust in God and man
U is for Unity wherever we can
V 15 for the Vision of spivii and mind
W is for Wisdom in His word we find
X 1s for an Extra goal lo reach
Y is for Youth that we can teach
Z is for the Zeal living for Him and —
searching we avesure to get God’s wondrous alphabet.

Anonymous
Submitted by Rev Robert Hoobyar, Torrance, CA



FAREWELL PARTY TO A SCHOLAR

(n September &, 1991, a dinner party was
held in honor of Bailis Yamlikha Shamun of
Chicago. The dinner was sponsored by Lhiree
Assynan organizations in Chicago, namely,
The Assynian National Council of [llineis,
The Assvrian Academic Sodiety and the
Ashurhanipal Lihrary. The event was a
totzl success with 180 people attending.

After dmner, several speakers reminisced
about their past and present invoivement
with Bailis in serving the Assyrian Com-
munity. The guests were also entertained
by a choral group and several solmsts who
gave a renchtion of the late William Damel's
songs, including “Nineveh."”

Several gifts were presented to Bailis in
gratitude for his accomplishment within the
Assyrian Commurmuty, specifically for his
love and interest in teaching and promoting
the Assyrian language. A memorable plaque
from the three organizations was also pres-
ented to him by Besyamin Yalda, the Chair-
man of the Organizing Commitiee

Bailis and hus wife Sylvia and their two
sans, Bailis Malik and Ashurdan, were
wished farewell as they make their new
home in Spartanbirg, South Carolina. They
will be missed.

'

Benyamin Yalda (right) presenting the plague
to Bailis Shamun.

Choral Group al Baihs' farewell party.

Submitted by Ben Esho Yalda



MIITSETAEIL
LAZAR [ESSA

Father of the Assyrian Novel

by: Youel A Baaba

Introduction

In my opinicn, Mishael Lazar Essa is
the father of the modern Assyrian novel.
In addinien 1o his novels, this creative
writer left his nation a rich legacy of
steries, plays, poems, and songs. Assyrians
who love their language and revere their
literature wili be everlastingly indebted to
Mishael for his literary gifts. Before we
discuss the writer and his place in modem
literature, we will briefly review the
history of Assyrian literature and the
development of the Assyrian novel.

Assyrian Literature

Assyrian literature goes back over
3,000 wvyears. It has been a source of
knowledge in the fields of education,
science, medicine, history and mythology,
and this knowledge has helped spur
development of other civilizations.
Through Assyrian literature, the wisdom
of ancient Assyria and older civilizations
was transmitted to the emerging nations.
The Persians and Arabs were among the
first beneficiaries of  Assyrian literature.
Assyrian knowledge, as well as that of the
Greeks, was preserved and passed to the
emerging Arabs, who eventually passed it
on to the Europeans, who had totally lost it
during the Dark Ages. The history of
Assyrian literature may be divided into
three distinet periods, each with its own
characteristics and accomplishmen:s.
Reviewing the history in these distinct
periods will give  us a better
understanding and appreciation of what
was created in each period.

National Literature

By naticonal literature, we are
referring to the literature of the period
when Assyria was a powerful nation in
the Middle East. The art of writing
originated in Mesopotamia (Ancient

Assyria and Babylonia). With the passage
of time, people of Mesopotamia created one
of the finest literatures in the world.
Assyrian kings collected not only what
was created by their own scribes and
learned people but also that which was
crealed in days before them.

Henry Layard discovered King
Sennacherib's Library and transferred to
the British Museum over 26,000 1ablets.
Hormiz Rassam added to this treasure
when he discovered Ashurbanipal's royal
library, Ashurbanipal, is reputed to be the
first king who created a public library.
The tablets discovered in these two
libraries deal with a great variety of
subjects: science, chemistry, medicine,
drugs, history, astrology, botany, and
philology. We also find a large collection
of poems, epics, and mythology covering a
variety of gods, heroes, kings, eic.

A number of these tablets have
been translated into many European
languages; however, the full contents of
these tablets still remain to be translated.
In these translations, we see the beauty,
richness, and variety of topics of the
Assyrian literature. Science was held in
high esteem, and medicine proper is found
on some 500 1ablets. Over 100 names of
plants and 500 drugs are recorded con these
tablets.

In this period, Assyrian writers had
achieved a high literary level. Among
these tablets were the Seven Tablets of
Creation, twelve tablets of Gilgamesh, and
the legend of Etana. The Epic of
Gilgamesh is probably the most famous of
this period. It has been translated into
many modern languages, including
modern Assyrian, and printed twice. The
first translation in poetic form is that of
Rabi Adai Alkhas, printed in Tehran, Iran,
in 1965, The late Rabi Adai was the editor
of the well known literary Assyrian
magazine, "Gilgamesh”. The second
translation, in prose by Rev. Shmoel
Dinkha was translated and published in
the United States in 1990.

This rich  Assyrian national
literature is irrefutable evidence of the
advanced culture of our ancestors.

Christian Literature
Christianity, like other major
religions of the world, is an Eastern



religion and its first adherents and
missionaries were Eastern. Assyrians were
among the first people to accept the new
religion and in time became its greatest
missionaries. The  Assyrian Church
(Church of the East) has contributed much

to the enlightenment of mankind. For the
first thirteen centuries of the Christian
era, Assyrians were the source of

knowledge and education for the Iranians
and the Arabs. The contributions of the
Assyrian church in the establishment of
famous centers of learning at Nisibis,
Edessa, and Jundishapur and the
transmission of their knowledge and that
of the Greeks to the Arabs is acknowledged
worldwide.

In the 14th century, when Timur-
lane, that scourge of mankind, swept his
fire of destruction across western Asia, he
recorded the greatest massacre of his
bloody history in the plains of northem
Bet Nahrain. Not only did he massacre 90%
of Assyrians, but destroyed all the centers
of learning; churches, monasteries,
schools, manuscripts, and other
irreplaceable Assyrian national treasures.

In this Christian period, we do not
see any evidence of the existence of
stories or novel as we understand it today.
Since education was in the hands of the
church, the priests and monks were not
encouraged to produce material that the
Church considered not beneficial to the
Christian character of its adherents. The
main topics of the Christian literature are
theology, ethics, philosophy, history,
medicine, etc. Nothing was produced for
the entertainment of the general public.
Assyrian literature, as documented in the
works of Mar Odisho of Suva and Armenia,
was devoid of stories and epics. The
biographies or stories of various church
martyrs were written and used widely.

While  Christian literature does not
record any evidence of written stories
and epics, the fact remains that stories and

epics were a rich inheritance of the
Assyrian culture in this period. Stories
were told or sung by "story tellers.” All of
these stories were passed on orally from
generation to generation.
Modern Literature

This period begins in the first half
of the 19th century when American
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missionaries established the first Assyrian
printing press in Urmia. Until that time,
modern Assyrian (lishana swadaya) was a
spoken dialect and not a written language.
Though Assyrians have used the modern
dialect for centuries, Aramaic (lishana
sapraya) was the official written language
of the church and literature. Until the
coming of the foreign missions, Assyrians
had no other means of printing and
publishing their books; all books were
copied by hand.
The first books printed in the
language were prayers and verses
translated from the Bible written in the
Aramaic language. With time, schools
were established in almost every village
in Urmia. The number of readers in the
modern Assyrian language increased
greatly year after year. New books on a
variety of topics began to appear, in
addition to the newspapers that were
published by various missions. In addition
to the American mission there were other
missions in Urmia that had printing
presses and participated in the promotion
of modern Assyrian literature. This
included the Russian Orthodox Church, the
Church of England, the Catholic Church,
and others.
From these schools, a great number
of Assyrian graduates acquired a
formidable knowledge of Assyrian
language and literature, These new
graduates became the pillars of modern
Assyrian literature. The list of these
literary personalities is extensive, but we
will cite a few names that are well known
to the general reading public. Mar Toma
Odo, Catholic Bishop of Urmia; John Moshe,
editor of the Assyrian newspaper in
Urmia; Rev. Paul  Baijan, an
internationally recognized authority on
Assyrian language and literature; Kasha
Youel Warda, a great writer, editor, and
patriot; Rabi Adai Alkhas and his brother
John, the famous Assyrian poet of modem
literature; Kasha Yosip Kalaita, a great
educator, writer, and publisher; Rabi
Benyamin Arsanis; Dr. Lily Temorazi,
Nimrod Simono, the best living authority
on the Assyrian language. Dr. Pera Sarmas
and his brother William and Shamasha
Gewargis Benyamin, a writer, editor, and
publisher.
From the writings of these new
of modern Assyrian literature, we

modern

authors
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see literary material on theology, church
history, grammar, poetry, e¢te. However,
until the appearance of Mishael Lezar
Essa, we see no evidence of Assyrian
novels or shon stories with the exception
of a book by Mar Toma Odo containing his
translations of a few of La Fontain's fables.
Mishae! is the first writer 1o develop the
Assyrian novel and 1o create a vast body of
stories. In recent years, other Assyrian
writers have written a few stories, but so
far they are no match 1o what Mishael has
produced ecither in quality or volume.

Mishael Lazar Essa

Mishael. 1he oldest son of Lazar Essa
of Gangachin and Elishwa Bahram of Mazi,
was born on March 26, 1918 When he was
g2 few months old, he und  his parents,
along with thousands of other Assyrians
were forced 1o sbandened their homes and
villages by their cruel neighbors

After spending three years in the

Bakuba refugee camp, Lazar and his
family together with other Bnai
Gangachin settled In a village south of

Baghdad. Mishael began his education by
attending the  Assyrian Preshyierian
school in Baghdad. He was forced by
poverty and the death of his father to
abandon school afier completing the
severnth year and o go to work 1o supporn
his mother, brothers and  sisters.

In 1936, Mishacl ook his widowed
mother, his five brothers, and t(wo sisters
and settled in Habbaniya, the new Hritsh
military base where thousands of
Assyrians  were in service. There, he
continued working 1o support his family
and began writing poetry and short
stories. Sadly, none of his writings from
this penod have survived.

In 1943, Mishae! married his
lifetime companion, Yolite, daughter of
Kasha [Iskhak Odisho of Anhar. Together
they had one son and eight daughters.

Mishacl Lazar Essa passed away on
March 15, 1962 at Dora, Baghdad. His death
was @ great loss not only to his bereaved
family but to the Assyrian nation. Though
he has left us a nch lilerary heritage, our
literature is still denied the c¢reations of
thig pralific writer had he lived w0 a
blessed old age.

His stories
aspéct of Assyrian

have towched
social,

every
economical,
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religious and national life. The
description  of  his  characters, the
porirayal of the events and the

expressions of feelings and emotions are
rich and powerful. The reader is always
fascinated by idioms and cxpressions that
are umgue o this writer.

It is difficuli for us 10 find the right
words to describe Mishael Lazar Essa. This
truly unique Assyrian writer can only be
appreciated and understood from his many
works. He lefi us thiny one novels, eleven
plays, two commentaries, and a large
volume of poems and songs.

This writer published Mishael's
very first book in 1950 in Baghdad, Irag.
Now I am pleased 1o continue the project
that begun over 40 years ago. We proudly
present 1o the Assyrian readers a
collection of six of his novels. This is the
first volume of his collected works, 1 have
made a personal pledge 1o collect, edil, and
publish his entire works, God willing and
with the help of those Assyriuns who are
proud of their language and literature,
this project will be completed in the next
two to three years.



Student Education Assistance Given by the
Assyrian Foundation of America in 1991
Totaled $7,300.00

The recipients are as follows:

David Yonan, accomplished violinist, University
of Minnesota, Minneapolis.

Ben Ashour Kingsbury, senior, Philosophy,
California State University, Long Beach, CA.

Bani Moradkhan, senior, Biology, University of
California, Davis, CA.

Sabrina Badal, sophomore, Occupational Ther-
apy, San Jose State University, San Jose, CA.

Jenan Shabbas, senior, History, University of
California, Davis, CA.

Ashurbel Pirayou, senior, Political Science,
Santa Clara University, Santa Clara, CA.

Robert DeKelaita, graduate student, working on
thesis (M.A.) in Political Science, University of Chi-
cago, Chicago, IL.

Maha Hermes, junior, Advertising, San Fran-
cisco State University, San Francisco, CA.

Steve Shahbaz, high school, L' Amoreaux Colle-
giate Institute, Scarborough, Ontario, Canada.

Ramsin Police, freshman, Accounting, Modesto
Junior College, Modesto, CA.

Olga D. Shabbas, senior, International Rela-
tons, California State University, Sacramento, CA.

Liliane Abi-Chahine, sophomore, Accounting,
Modesto Junior College, Modesto, CA.

Lisa May Kingsbury, senior, English, Univer-
sity of California, Riverside, CA.

Samy Hermes, junior, Biology, San Francisco
State University, San Francisco, CA.

Victor Youseph, sophomore, Computer Sciences,
City College, San Francisco, CA

Milita Aleihemooshabad, freshman, Psychol-
ogy, Caltfornia State Univerity, Northridge, CA.

Faramarz Faramarzirad, freshman, Biology,
California State University, Hayward, CA.

James Henderson, junior, Civil Engineering,
Untversity of California, Davis, CA.

Nameer Tatar, freshman, Biochemistry, Uni-
versity of California, Davis, CA.

Theodore De Mar Youssef, Law, Lebanese Uni-
versity, Beirut, Lebanon.

Lisette De Mar Youssef, Civil Engineering,
Lebanese University, Beirul, Lebanon.

Paul De Mar Youssef, Architecture, Lebanese
University, Beirut, Lebanon.
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LETTERS TO THE ASSYRIAN
FOUNDATION OF AMERICA

Thank you so much for the scholarship money
you sent me. It will be a big help in getting
through this next school year. I am especially
thankful because I will not be able to work as
much this year due to the fact that I have been
accepted into the Senior Honors Program in His-
tory. It is quite an honor, but also a lot of work.
Once again, thank you for your support.

Jenan Shabbas
Berkeley, CA

Thank you very much for your recognition of
me as an Assyrian student attending San Jose
State University. I am very grateful for the
financial aid which I have been granted. I hope
that one day I, as an Assyrian student, will be
able to help and promote other Assyrian students
in the furthering of their education.

I hope to be able to do this by: (1) being a good
example and accomplishing all that is possible
through education; (2) being able to return the
financial support that was given to me and to
those Assyrian students who will come after me;
and (3) by always encouraging Assyrian students
to be proud of their culture and their heritage,
and striving to insure that as a younger genera-
tion we will continue our Assyrian traditions.

Sabrina J. Badal
Sunnyvale, CA

I would like to take this opportunity to thank
you for your educational assistance award. As
you well know, without monetary assistance
from fine organizations such as yours, students
such as myself must often bear the financial
burden of their university education by them-
selves. Hence, it is with great appreciation that
Assyrian students accept your financial
assistance.

However, I think the most important aspect of
your Foundation's efforts cannot simply be mea-
sured in terms of the amount of money you pro-
vide needy and able Assyrian students. On the
contrary, I believe that all Assyrian students
who receive monetary support from foundations
or organizations such as yours experience a more
enduring feeling: we realize that our people care.

Once again, I would like to thank you for your
generosity. I know someday I will repay your
Foundation and the Assyrian people.

Ashurbel Pirayou
San Jose, CA



[ am writing to thank you for your support to
my higher education and to explain a recent dis-
cussion with a fellow student. At the Associated
Students annual leadership retreat in the moun-
tains I had a discussion about what would consti-
tute an Assyrian. [ was curious about where to
draw the line for any nationality. She is Ameri-
can Indian and 1 questioned her about Indian
identity and about implied Indian philosophy. [
was curious about identity for people of mixed
ancestry and she later wrote me a letter explain-
ing her position.

She said: *‘1 think your children will definitely
be Assyrian because of whoand what youareand
believe. Culture, and cultural identity, [ think, is
not so much a blood tie or right, as it is something
you are given during your growth from child to
adult. If you are raised to be proud of your herit-
age, it doesn't really matter where you live, or
what percentage of your blood is genetically eth-
nic. You are proud of your culture, that is evi-
dent. SoIdon’t think you should worry too much
about your children; I think you will probably
raise them to be as proud of their heritage as you
are.

One could imagine that we had quite an inter-
esting conversation and 1 was very impressed
with her views. I have spent some time consider-
ing this issue and can say that I agree with her
whole-heartedly. 1 realize that sometimes we
need an outside perspective to make the most
obvious situation clear. This insight was of great
benefit to myself and so [ decided to share part of
her letter with the Assyrian Foundation.

Ben Ashour Kingsbury
Clayton, Calif.

I received your financial assistance and, as
always, it camein time to pay off my first tuition
payment. [ am and will be ever so grateful for
your help. Please be assured that your help will
not go to waste. The semester has started off well
and I hope to make you proud.

Thank you so much both for your encourage-
ment and for the money. Your Foundation really
is one of a kind because you recognize when a
person is in need and help them. [ appreciate your
Foundation much more than [ can say.

Liliane Abi-Chahine
Modesto, CA

I appreciate the student financial aid you have
sent me, especially at the time when [ needed it
most. Hopefully, I will be able to help the Assy-
rian Foundation in the future in order to help
other Assyrians.

Steve Shahbaz
Scarborough, Ontario, Canada
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Thank you again for your generosity. Your
scholarship came at a time when I really needed
it, and helped me tremendously in starting the
new school year. Your support in educating
Assyrian youth is invaluable, and I, along with
all the others you have helped, will not forget the
Foundation’s role in making our goals a reality.
Thank you again.

Bani P. Moradkhan
San Jose, CA

I very much appreciate the opportunity that
was given to me by the Assyrian Foundation. I
am grateful for the recent educational assist-
ance. I would like to mention that it was a big
help and [ thank you for it. I am sincerely trying
to accomplish my educational goals for a better
future for myself, my people and my culture.

Victor Youseph
San Francisco, CA

[ wish toexpress my sincere gratitude to your
organization for the financial support you have
given me in the form of a scholarship. Your
assistance will certainly make my life easier.
Thank you.

Robert DeKelaita
Chicago, IL

I wish to take this opportunity to thank the
Assyrian Foundation of America for selecting me
again as a candidate for the scholarship fund. I
am very honored and proud to witness the Foun-
dation's interest in the education of its youth,

The financial assistance 1 received this year
will be put toward the purchase of my books.
Again my appreciation for your support.

Olga D. Shabbas
Sacramento, CA

May I take this opportunity to thank the Assy-
rian Foundation of America for its continued sup-
port for the promotion of Assynan language and
literature. Your recent purchase of 100 copies of my
newly released book “John Alkhas, the Exiled
Poet,” by Nimrod Simono, is highly appreciated. |
am confident that all your members and supporters
will enjoy the beauty, style and richness of our
language as captured and presented by this great
poet and the author of the book.

Iam confident that the Assyrian Foundation will
continue providing the cultural and educational
support to Assyrians at large. [ would also like to
thank Julius N, Shabbas for his support in promot-
ing my books through the pages of Nineveh
magazine.

Youel A, Baaba Library
El Sobrante, CA



ASSYRIANS
In The Siberian Exile — 1949-1956 — Memories

by Iliya L. Vartanov
(Translated from the Russian by the author)

Abridged version especially for Nineveh Magazine.

This book is dedicated to my sisters Marta, 18, and Elza, 16, and to hundreds of innocent Assyrians who died in
Siberia of cold, hunger and other tortures.

CHAPTER VI
Years of Survival in Siberia

Alas! Terrible and unpredictable things happened to
the Assyrian people. In the summer of 1949 and in early
1950 masses of Assyrians with their families, regardless
of their age, sex or state of health, were captured on the
territory of Southern Caucasia up to Northern Caucasia
and deported to the far and wildest areas of the Soviet
Empire.

One can ask, “How could this crime be committed
against the entire people?”’ It happens sometimes that an
innocent man is held behind doors for some unfortunate
reasons, but how on earth could this happen to thou-
sands of people?! Simple people have become the object of
the most cruel punishment, with no trial and no investi-
gation. Impossible to understand! It seems that the spe-
cial troops fulfilled the decision which had been made by
a ruthless ruler . . .

A short time after we were taken to Siberia we learned
that what happened to us wasn't accidental at all. Local
people, who were also exiled to Siberia in the 30’s,
informed us that in the spring of 1949, they were ordered
to plant potatoes on larger plots of land than in the past.
When they asked why, the zone bosses responded that
many new people were expected to be brought there,
hence more potatoes were needed to feed them . . .

Most Assynians who were exiled to Siberia were illi-
terate except the young generation who had studied in
public schools. The majority of the members of a family
were uneducated. Even those, having found themselves
at the Siberian penal servitude, became aware that they
should immediately “ring all bells” and beg “MOSCOW”
(Assyrians, as the rest of the population of the USSR,
identified the name of Moscow as "“Government” or
“Ruling Regime,” and, specifically as “Comrade Stalin'")
to correct this monstrous mistake. Yes, those poor people
trusted Moscow one hundred percent, and whatever had
happened tothem, they believed, wasn't Moscow’s fault,
just because “Moscow never makes a mistake,” That
was what the whole population of the Soviet Union was
being taught for decades. Of course, all evil and unjust
acts were committed by local authorities, we thought.
So, Assyrians sat at tables and began to write “'begging-
letters.” What were those letters about? As if they
belonged to the same dictation, all Assyrians, first, des-
cribed their tragic past: how they, poor refugees, tried to
save their lives by escaping the massacres in Turkey and
fleeing to Russia where they found shelter and refuge;
how honestly and hard they labored in Soviet collective
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farms as well as in different enterprises in big cities; how
courageously they fought against Hitler's invaders for
their new Soviet Homeland and in the process sacrificed
many lives in that war. They swore that they sincerely
loved the Soviet people and the Soviet country they lived
in for the few past decades. Finally, they swore that they
had always been and would always remain absolutely
loyal to the State, its Government and its policy. In
conclusion, they begged the Government to re-examine
their “case,”’ to correct the terrible mistake and release
them from exile. I guess even the Lord didn’t know what
kind of “case” it was, because, actually, there wasn't any
real case, not at all, Nevertheless, during those long
seven years (1949-1956) the exiled Assyrians never
stopped writing and beseeching mercy and help. They
did make three copies of each single letter: the first,
special addressee was ‘“Dear and beloved Comrade
Stalin”; the second, “Executive Board of Supreme
Soviet”; and the third was addressed to the major com-
munist newspaper named ‘‘Pravda” (that translates
from Russian as “The Truth” . . .).

In that whole period of seven years, the Assyrians
didn’t receive any response, neither from “Dear Stalin”
nor from “Pravda.” Most likely, screams and wails of
Assyrians never reached up to Stalin’s office located
between high and wide Kremlin’s walls. As to the news-
paper ''Pravda” (“The Truth"), it didn't reply either; it
seemed “Pravda’s” staff did not have the time to respond
because they were extremely busy, 24 hours aday, fight-
ing for the human rights of American blacks, and, specif-
ically, busy exploiting the topic of the hard exploitation
of the labor class in western capitalist countries . . . But
from the Supreme Soviet we used to receive routine and
senseless third-line responses, stating that “Your writ-
ten complaint had been re-addressed to the Supreme
Soviet of . . . the Georgia Soviet Socialist Republic.”

Consequently, if one were exiled from the area of
Azerbaijan, he would receive a little bit of a different
reply, like this: “Your complaint has been re-addressed
to the Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist Republic . .." The
pointis that according tothe Soviet general law that was
and still remains in effect, that whenever people’s com-
plaints on actions of local authorities came up to Moscow
Central Government, those complaints would automati-
cally be sent to the same local Soviet authorities along
with a short polite suggestion, “Please examine the case
and send an appropriate response o the complainant.”
No wonder that for years we did receive from the above
mentioned Soviet Republics’ authorities the same stand-
ard response, "'No law violation towards you took place.



You are convicted to exile and to forced labor on the basis
of the Soviet Law."

Hopelessness and deep despair did capture our souls
every time we received routine bureaucratic answers to
our supplications for mercy. Have we been forgotten
completely by the world? Have we been lost forever in
those Siberian forests? It seemed as if nobody in the
whole world knew of our terrible fate, and no one shared
our deep grief. But as it turned out, there were still
people, thousands of miles away from us, who remem-
hered us and mourned over our misfortune. Those were
some Jucky Assyrians who were fortunate in not having
their names on the exile list. The most surprising thing
was that those people stayed in Caucasia, lived in the
same places, and even kept working. The night assault
on Assyrian families and the capture of thousands of
innocent people that they witnessed shook them very
deeply and caused them to do an unbelievable thing. A
moving long poem that had been made up about our exile
by these friends and neighbors. Some unknown person
sent the poem to us. Who was the author? — No one
single person was, | guess. Most likely, this was a real
forkloric creature and we got it written in Assyrian, in a
regular envelope. The poem told the story of theexilein a
very naive but sincere and touching manner. It had been
recited orally by the Assyrians who were still in Cauca-
sia, and then written down by an Assyrian priest Rev.
Istephan, but all this got known to us many years later. [t
is really not an easy thing to translate that unique poem
into English. Nevertheless I'll try to do that, though it
would be presented in prose; this is just a try to make a
reader figure out what kind of feelings people's souls
were filled with. The poem was titled “History of the
Siberian Exile of Assyrians” sinceit really told an almost
doigmentary account of what happened to Assyrians in
1949:

In nineteen forty nine

Comrade Stalin — cruel judge

Brought down an earthquake upon Assyrians.

It had been started on 13th of June,

A secret top meeting had been held,

And then they sent trucks to all Assyrian houses.

This took place in the blackness of night,

Assyrians were forced into trucks,

And were taken away early in the morning.

At 3 o’clock in the night

All Assyrians were brought in the railroad yards,

And they were surrounded by armed guards.

Then they were loaded in freight trains.

The trains moved slowly inthedirection of Baku*. ..

For a long time we heard nothing of them.

Thlrlee months had passed, and we never heard of
them.

And we thought you are lost forever . . .

Finally, we got a letter from Sargon,t

And we learned you've been taken to Siberia . ..

In such way we learned you are still alive . . .

Alas! Such a cruel blow was aimed at you,

Just like tiny birds you've been

Blown away by that tornado,

And we couldn’t see you any more.

We, some Assyrian families, who stayed here

*.Baku, capital of the Azerbaijan 5.5.R ; port on the Caspian Sea
-Sargon, proper name
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By some miracie,

Kept thinking of you day and night. _
Since that horrible night we couldn't sleep a wink,
And every knock at the door made us guess

That this time they came to arrest us . ..

Then there were such words in that long poem:

Goodness! For what sins are we, Assyrians,
To suffer to such an extent?

I'd like to add that the poem ended with these moving
words:

Glory toour Lord!
We'll keep His name in our hearts forever.
Wherever we are, our Savior will be at our side.

I am so sorry, dear reader, that with this primitive
interpretation in prose of a part of the poem I was
unable to convey to you the beauty, moving and tragic
sense of this folkloric creature as it sounds in its
original language, i.e., Assyrian. Needless to say that
allof the exiled Assyrians were emotionally shaken by
this message from “the world,” which was a kind of
“healing balm" for our suffering souls, and this wasa
tiny ray of hope for us . . . All the exiled Assyrians
learned the message of mercy by heart, and they sang
it, everyone on his/her own melody. Even nowadays,
after 30 years, if you ask any former exiled man or
woman, he or she would sing this sad hymn for you.
Going back to those years of exile, I can remember,
that when singing that thing, people’s lips got quiver-
ing, and their voices trembled because of bitter and
sad feelings, and you could see their eyes f{ill with
tears ...

It isn't clear enough to say that we spent years of
exile in Siberia. What is Siberia? this is a vast border-
less space with numerous forests, swamps and rivers.
Several European states could be placed together on
the territory of Siberia, Therefore, I need to indicate
more exactly where our zones were located. Take a
look at the map, dear reader. Find Siberian territories
on it, then find the city of Tomsk,* then draw a line
from Tomsk directly to the north. some 500 miles
away there's a vast area named Nahrim. This is the
very heart of Siberia. This is where our forced labor
zones were located. [t is of interest to know that before
1817, exactly in this area of Nahrim, such notorious
revolutionaries as Joseph Stalin, Felix Dzerjinsky
(who became the first chief of KGB after the Marxist
plot of 1917 succeeded), Yakov Sverdlov (the first head
of Russian government after 1917) and other friends
and disciples of Lenin served their sentences of 1to 3
years, and a maximum of 5 years. They were con-
victed of attempting to overthrow the Czarist gov-
ernment of Russia by force and to dethrone the Czar.
But none of Lenin's secret underground organization
people served the entire term of sentence, They easily
fled back to big cities to continue their underground
activity, because in exile these convicts were not
guarded. Years after our exile I managed toread in the
memoirs of “Bolshevik" (Russ., Lenin's disciple and
follower) Smirnov about how the Czarist government
treated exiled “bolsheviks.” This is of great interest,
since it would enable us to compare their situation to
ours.



He states that before 1917, we were 186 political
exiles in all, serving our sentence in the Nahrim area
Most of us were sentenced to an average term of three
years, a minimum of one year and maximum of five. At
that time Smirnov undertook his own investigation
for “the next communist generation,” as he wrote,
and he made all political exiles answer his question-
naire. ""What had you been exiled to Siberia for?”
Responding to this question, all 186 political exiles,
with no exception, indicated: "For belonging to an
underground organization, {ighting against the state;
for guerilla armed actions against the authorities; for
illegal underground meetings, propaganda and agita-
tion against the government and making workers
strike.” As Smirnov witnessed, “In the exile we didn't
stop our revolutionary activities . ., not even for one
day."” It is surprising that only one police officer and
his assistant were in charge of the use of forced labor
in exile; as a rule, political exile didn't work, To the
contrary, every single exile did receive from the State
treasury 20 rubles a year for his/her clothing, and
about 10 rubles a month for food. This wasn’t a little
amount of money; for instance, one pound of bread
cost then 5 kopecks (1 ruble = 100 kopecks), one pound
of meat cost 7 kopecks, one pound of rice, 8 kopecks,
etc. Besides, the exiles who smoked were regularly
given 2 certain quantity of tobacco, and the non-
smokers had the right to get the equivalent amount of
money, Yet, almost all exiles received food regularly
and clothes parcels from home. This is how the
government of Czarist Russia treated the criminals
who fought against the state with arms in hands!

The nature and climate of Siberia is worthy of a
special description. Russian classical writer Gleb
Uspensky (died before 1917) wrote of Siberia, "There's
water, water, water all around you. Endless forests
and swamps stretch for thousands of miles. There's a
mail box on the bank of a river and that is the only
reminder of a big world being somewhere very, very
far away, You don’t see people anywhere — this is
what is called the “Nahrim area.”” Smirnev, in des-
cribing Siberia, writes, “'Gloomy forests surround you
from all sides; the sky is always gray, cloudy and low;
numerous swamps, lakes and rivers; the ground is
low-lying and there’'s too much humidity in the air.”
I'd just like to add to those deseriptions that in the
winters we faced incredibly strong icy winds and
trosts with a temperature of -50°C (-122°F) below
zero. Now | hope you can figure out the place where
we, the former inhabitants of sunny Caucasia, had to
live and survive. The communist rulers of Russia
knew exactly where a minority should be exiled so
that its physical existence would cease.

The very first Siberian winter taught us the cruel
lesson and made us be aware of a deadly danger of the
Nahrim climate. To survive, the most essential thing
was making shelters. And "Assyro-Siberians,"” hav-
ing just axes and saws in their hands, in the summer
of 1950, started building a “'standard” Siberian
“izbah" (i.e., “house") for themselves. Houses were
made of logs, and the chinks between logs were filled
with moss to keep the shelter warm.

Although there were hundreds of miles of wild
forests around us and there was enough building
material to build up several large cities, we couldn’t
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benefit from these natural resources or use a single
tree free of charge. One needed to get appropriate
permission signed by local authorities, indicating
where and in what area and how many logs one was
allowed to take to build a house. Then the cost of the
building materials was deducted from the little in-
come we received. Nevertheless, in the summer of
1950 all Assyrian families started and finished build-
ing the houses. They quickly learned to do everything
on their own. They even mastered and built the most
complicated part of any Siberian house, the absolutely
essential, the so-called “Russian stove.” Made of red
bricks, it occupied one fourth of a room. Once well
heated, the Siberian stove kept the whole house warm
for 24 hours. As it cooled, at least two adults could
sleeponit. The most important part was that lying on
the stove for some hours could heal one's cold or flu
and other related ailments. In this sense our Russian
“Pechka’ (Russ. for "'stove’) served us as our "family
doctor" and was for us a kind of “home clime.”

Like other Assyrian families, our family had itsown
“izbah" (house) and “pechka'’ (stove) inside it. It was
a primitive dwelling like the others. From the outside
vou had tofirst enter a small, dark outer chamber that
had either no windows at all or a very tiny one. This
chamber was used to store the water we drank in large
3gallon buckets. It was also a storage place for dishes,
food, working clothes, shoes, kitchen supplies, ete.
The chamber led to a large room where all the family
members (7 to 15 people) lived, ate and slept. Such was
our Siberian “izhah,” The toilet was located outside
as far as 100 feet from the house, For someone who 1s
justreading about our Siberian life, it is impossible to
imagine how it felt to go out in temperatures of -50°C.
We got our drinking water from deep wells. Siberian
water tasted nice and it was very soft, which made it
good for washing clothes.

Winter's unbearable frosts caused us a lot of trou-
ble. As the outside temperature fell to -40°C the water
stored in buckets in the outer chamber, froze and its
pressure caused the buckets to burst. Our wells were
surprisingly deep, about 100 feet and more, so the
water didn’t freeze. But as the wells’ walls got covered
with ice, and the ice grew larger, finally the bucket
couldn't get through and that was one more problem
we had to face.

In Siberia we raised animals, but only the cows
could survive the winter's strong frosts and live in
eold barns. The other animals, such as pigs and hens,
had to be sheltered in the “living'’ room, which was
theonly reom in the house, [t is not easy to picture the
situation. We used to sleep on hard, primitive wooden
beds that we made, and in cages under us there were
at least three pigs and some 12 to 15 hens. At one time
we even had a newborn calf in the room, who would
otherwise have died of the cold. We rescued the ani-
mals in that way and in turn, they rescued us from
hunger by giving us milk, eggs and meat. Living
together with cattle and other animals was one of the
fundamental conditions for survival in Siberia. One
more word about the famous Siberian frosts: it was
not an unfamiliar scene to see frozen sparrows lying
on the ground here and there, as the frost killed them.
The bitter cold and wind forced tears down our cheeks



which would immediately freeze and turn intoicicles,

We suffered from hunger during the first vears of
exile. We did lack bread. There were no vitamins in
our poor meals. Thank God we had enough potatoes
which was very helpful. Very often we would run out
of flour and bread. In those cases one could get a
“natural loan,” 1.e., flour, from the storehouse of the
collective farm in our zone. Sometimes even the store-
houses were empty. “Listen, Lazar,” said the zone
accountant Joseph Kaplan, an exiled Jew, "vou are
helpiess, not even one pound of wheat or flour is left,
everything has been consumed!” My father, with an
empty bag in his hand, turned back silently. Joseph
was a sensitive man and he just couldn't turn anyone
down, so he called my father back. ““Hey, Lazar, look,
try your luck anyway. | suggest that you pick up a
broom and check the empty storehouses, sweep them
carefully, and all the flour you may sweep 15 yours,
okay? T will not register what you might pick up.” So
my father went and tried his luck and he indeed man-
aged to sweep up several pounds of flour. He came
back home happy and smiling because he had brought
home bread that would last a few more days.

In the early 1950s, Siberia still remained a pretty
wild place. The nearest railroad was some 300 miles
away. Narrow sidewalks in the administrative center
of Bakchar, located 25 miles away, were made of
wooden boards and were considered a miracle of civil-
ization. Noelectricity had ever been used in those lost
places. Then “civilization’ came into our lives, step
by step. In 1954 for the first time, we could see the
insides of our homes at night because we got electri-
city, We were allowed to use it until 11 pm, when the
operator of the central switchboard at the power sta-
tion turned the lights off. Then, in 1855, the author:-
ties ordered the installation of speakers in our houses
and we were told it was ""r-a-d-i-0!"" That was one more
miracle. Every day at 6 am the radio awoke us with the
anthem of the Soviet Union, and then for one hour we
could hear what was published in that day’s issue of
the major Communist party newspaper ‘‘Pravda.” In
the evenings the radio was turned on again by an
putside operator. We could neither turn it on or off on
our own. We also had three more hours of broadeast-
ing of Communist party leaders’ speeches and other
Soviet government declarations. Finally, even the
movies reached us in those wild places.

I would like to add that our life did not consist only
of sad and grieving moments, as it might seem. Assy-
rians in Siberia did not give up their national and
religious customs. In that sense [ can say that Jesus
Christ was with the Assyrians in Siberia. We used to
celebrate every single Christmas, as well as Holy
Easter, with great enthusiasm. On those special days
a group of respected people led by the elders visited
every Assyrian house to bless the Holiday. As they
came in they would say, "May your Holiday be
blessed! Merry Christmas!"” In response, the hosts
would reply with an Assyrian ritual. "Glory to Him!
Prayers to His Mother!” Then everybody sat at the
table that was set in a Holiday style, The visit was
short because there were many houses to bless. Then
in the evening every single family had a special
dinner. While having dinner, my parents sang a
number of religious hymns which they knew by heart.
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Most hymns were about the miracle of the birth of
Jesus Christ, beginning from the appearance of the
angel-messenger to the Virgin Mary. We all enjoyed
listening to such miraculous stories which helped us
keep hope that some good miracle, by the grace of God,
might occur and change our hfe.

All of us children were taught a prayer by our par-
ents and were strictly ordered to say it as we went to
bed and as we woke up in the morning. As the young-
est in our family, I could hardly comprehend what
that prayer in Assyrian was about. It had some
strange words in the beginning, like: “"Baban d’hash-
maya pahish mkoodsha shimmokh..." Nevertheless,
during all those years of exile I did enthusiastically
recite the mysterious words. Many vears later, as |
graduated from a Moscow college and then served in
the Red Army, | completely forgot the prayer I had
been taught in Siberia, and that made me sad and very
uncomfortable. During one of my vacations home, [
asked my father a question that disturbed me.
“Father, what prayer did you teach me in Siberia?"" He
silently took the bible that he never in his life parted
with, opened Chapter 6 (Matthew) and simply said
"Read!” | started reading “Our Father, Who art in
Heavan, hallowed be Thy name..." [t was the Lord's
Prayer. From that day on [ do keep in both my mind
and soul those holy words. And once again I thought,
how true the Gospel's words were. “The Holy Spirit
breathes wherever He 1s willing to."" And, although I
am not a good Christian, | am very pleased that in
Siberia | used to say the great prayer every day, and |
am grateful to my parents for that.

One of the brightest "“pages™ of our Siberian exile
was the Assyrian soccer team. Yes, Assyrian soccer
team. Assyrian soccer players were famous and well
known all over Siberia for their terrific skills in play-
ing soccer. They won the championshipof the district
as well as the area. We were proud of our soccer play-
ers as much as today’s Brazilians are proud of their
national team. This story is worth special mention,
and | am hoping to do that in a separate book about
Assyriansin Siberia, Here the reader can see a unique
photograph of legendary Assyrian soccer players in
Siberia,

The relationship between Assyrians and the local
population was getting better and kinder as they came
to appreciate our characters and the life values of our
people. The local people still guessed about us and
thought we were "'"Turks.” But they stopped teasing
us and calling us “black-heads.” By working together
in fields and in catfle farms the people were getting
more familiar with each other. The Siberian people
waould be surprised and excited with the behavior of
Assyrians whomaintained a strong friendshipameong
themselves and were friendly and helpful to one
another. Besides, Siberian pecple wondered at our
“exotic’ (in their opinion) wedding parties that were
usually attended by 300 or more guests. They watched
usand marvelled at seeing such a big number of pegple
who kept absolutely silent as a senior stood up to
propose a toast. That order was maintained up to the
last minute of the party. They admired the strict order
ruling in the Assyrian parties, they loved the atmos-
phere of mutual respect, and they specifically highly



evaluated the fact that ho matter how much vodka the
guests drank, Lhere were no drunk people at our par-

ties. In addition, nodrunk fight ever took place amang
aur people. In contrast to this, drunk and cruel fights
very often occurred in almost every party of the Siber.
ian people. )

Besides being lively and life-enjoving and having
the natural ability o communicate with others, the
Assyrian temperament and capability to work hard
attracted other people and gave the Assyrians much
deserved lave and respect. Sa no Ir!iﬁcinfhu rrier Was
left between us and other Siberian people. Siberian
young ladies uzed to go out with Assyrian males and,
unaveidably, some mixed marn took place, On
Sunday evenings young men and women guthered
together in s large public house named “Club.” They
danced there snd sangall kinds of sangs to the accom.
paniment of the famous national musical mstrument
named “garmoshka' (Russian accordion),

Assyrian young people loved jokes and they had a
good sense of humor, Once they made up a parody song
about stupid and senseless bureaucratic limitations
imposed by authorities so that people couldn’t liveand
act freely even in intimate or private life. Young peo
rlu sang that [unny popular song in Russian, and
isteners lavghed a lot. It really wasa funny and at the
same lime a pretty sad story. Here it goes:

“How | Failed to Get Married to Dan"

My sweetheart Daniel worked in an enterprise

He had a "“high" position of mghtwatchman.

We laved each other a lot

And we prayed to God for a happy marriage.

Once my Dan asked me for my heart and hand

We hurried up to the Stare Bureau of Registration of
Marriages.

Wﬁ wgrt s0 happy while walking over there, hand in

and,

But the first thing we met there was a Catch-22,

"If vou're really gonna get married,” they said Lo us,

“You will be needing a Iot of papers with sealsand sig.

i \h-.".i ot
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1953. The Assyrian Soccer
NN team in Siberia, Well known all

: over Stheria, they won the cham
Dionship of the district and the
area wmany temes. Left fo right:
Shimon, Mattai, Iskhag, Azzo0,

Sheba, Hiva, Sarkis, Thooma,
Daniel, Mikhael and Benyamen.

natures en them , . "

"What kind of papers®” we asked.

“Oh, it's very simple,” they said.

The first paper has tocertifv the fact you really fell in
iove with each other, _

Thesecond, third, and fourth and fifth are to identify,
correspondingly, a) where you hive, b) where have
you been before, c) where did you study, d) whether
you are loval to the State, ey what was the purpose of
your hirth ...

And besides, they said, you will be needing:

your birth certificate, your loyalty certificate, your
honesty certificate,

Then you'll have just toprove:

That you are not crazy,

That vou don't owe the State any money,

That you don't have any links to foreign countmes,

That you don't think a lot about politics.

Finally, you must get papers

Showing where nlyr.n.u- grandfathers and grandmothers
are buried and explain why they died. That's it!

(Goodness! [ hurried up to the accountant for papers

But he sent me back to the bookkeeper.

The bopkkeeper was a rude and {polish waman.

She yelled “First of all, the clerk must endorse!”

I ran back to see our clerk,

And he said "'l have the day off, so don't bother mel"’

1 was getting crazy, _

I ran to the accountant's office again,

And be sent me back to the bookkeeper again!

By the time | managed to get half of the papers we

n ‘
My poor Dan's hair started getting gray . .
Eﬂf the time | finally got all the papers,
y fiance, alas, passed away, because of old age . |

Life 1= life, and life goes on even if you do live In
exile. People did laugh, people did sing songs, and
e [ell in love and got married. ['ll never forget the
iberian summer evenings as the last rays of the sun
colored the sky pink. while exiles returned from their
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field jobs on caris harnessed to horses, in groups of 5,
10, 150r 20in n big caravan. Carts were full of soft, dry
hay, with people lying or sitting on it. The caravan
moved slowly and women, Russians, Ukrainians. and
Assyrians logether, sang loudly beautiful und touch
ing songs that told of love and betrayal of love, about
luck and misfortune, about a vagrant who fled from
fail and was seeking the grave of his mother. There
were songs about happiness that passed awuy, about
the death of 2 beautiful Gance on the day of her wed:
ding, just as predicted by a Gypay woman, and many
other unforgetabie Siberian songs. Nowadays we
don't hear such songs even i Siberia. Bul thien, in
those years of the greatest saffering of le, those
songs were an integral part of our lives. | was 12 then
and 1 used to help my mother and sisters wath field
jobs: | remember tears coming down the checks of
both the singers and listeners. What 2 Lime 1t was!

The clothes we wore, as well as meals we ate in
Siberia, were so simple that nothing else could be
simpler For instance, because of a lack of factory-
made shoes, Assyrians made their own shoes of
animal skins, This kind of shoe was very popular in
the mountains of the Middle East where our people
lived before, and those shoes are called "charookheh”
(an Assyrian name), One who wasn'l an eyewitnass
{fortunately for him/her!) can't even figure out that
situation. The half burned half-raw potatoes that we
children impatiently pulled out of the “pechkah”
gﬁussim stove) felt like the sweetest snack A radio-

‘plate’ inutalled in our home being turned on-off by
the command of an outside operator did feel like 2
greal achievement of civilization, | felt like a prince
whert a casual t-shirt, a jacket and a pair of real shoes
were given 1o me a year after the exile,

Life went on, year after year. When | remember how
astonishingly poor and primitive the life of people in
exile was, a deep feeling of melancholy captures my
soul. Although many many years have passed singe, [
can't free myself completely from the memory of Siber-
ia Siberia still remains in my mind, and it might
remain for many more years, if not forever . with
me.

EX-HABBANIYA REUNION

A very encouraging number of people have hinted
to have an Ex-Habb world-wide reunion, to be held
in Chicaqlg one week before the 1992 Assyrian Con-
vention. This means a lot of preparation and logis-
tie work. .

We have formed a skeleton Organizing Commit-
tee to gather information and pool ideas lowards a
working program. Please play with this idea and
pass word around so that, God willing, in the next
issue a proforma will be printed cantaining all the
required information.

Benyamin Yalda
9350 N. Parkside Dr,
Des Plaines, IL 60016
(V0B) 296-7587
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FAMENA KHAYA RUNS FOR
HOLROYD CITY COUNCIL

Greystanes, Australia

Famena Khaya, an Assyrian and the daughter of
Awigay| Darvawish, 1s running for Holroyd, Austra-
lta, City Council on the Labor team She has lived in
Greystanes for twenty-one years. Educated at Ring-
rose Public School and Holrovd High School, she
graduated 1n 1985 with a Bachelor of Arts Degree
from Macquanie University, majoring in Archaeol-
ogy and History. This included time spent on
archacological digs in the Middle East.

In 1989 Famena was appointad foundation Direc:
tor of the Sydney Children’s Museum. This coin-
cided with the Museum’s move (o ! lands
where it has operaled ever since. In May this year
Famena left the Museum to join a consultancy
partnership specialtzaing in the community sector.

With this unigue depth of experience incommun.
ity services, Famena feels that she can be more
responsive to the needs of women and young people.
"In the entire history of Holroyd Council,” Famena
says, “there have only been two women aldermen.
This is unbelievable, cansidering that women make
up more than 50% of Lthe lation."”

Famena endorses subsidized child care and the
rovision of services and facilities to all children.
she feels that the Couneil should become involved

{n providing more services for the younger popu-
atiomn. .

The policy of Holrovd Labor team, with whom
Famena is running, "is to cut out mismanagement
and waste in terms of money and resources. These
savings,” Famena zays, "would be diverted 1o
responsible programs that would benefit the com-
munity as 8 whole.”

Congratulations and best wishes lor success 1o
Famena Khayva



A clip from the local history of Habbaniya . . . Part VI

BRITISH ESTABLISHED SCOUTING AT C.C. HABBANIYA
by Mikhael K. Pius

Although fenced in, secluded and confined by the
British official policy te an orphaned political life
and stunted economic growth, the Assyrians of
Habbaniya burst their buds and blossomed in cer-
tain areasof their life! One such aspect was the Boy
Scout and Girl Guide movement.

The Movement sprouted, grew and bloomed like
a flower during 1ts 15 years of life in the 1940s and
19508, and then .  suddenly disappeared! The
flower was planted, nourished and nurtured to
maturity by the green thumb of the British people,
the ex-Scouters and Rovers and high-ranking offic-
ers serving in the Roval Air Force at Habbaniya,

In The Beginning . . .

The Boy Scout and Girl Guide movemnent was
introduced at the RAF Station of Habbantya in
Irag (55 miles west of Baghdad) in July 1939 by a
group of the Sixth Camro RA F. Crew. Within two
years, it took hold in three different locationson the
air base, namely in Station, in British Hospital, and
in Civil Cantonment. The latter location 18 the sub-
1ect of our article.

The Movement in the Civil Cantonment began in
the RAF. Union School, the only local school at the
time serving the communities of the Cantonment
and the Levy Camp. The school was under the
R.AF, control, supervised by the Cantonment's
Superintendent, a British civilian, who wis also the
school's honorary principal. But the Headmaster
and the brains of the institution for the seven years
of its life before it was taken over by the Iraqgi
education authorities in 1944 was the late Raabi
Yacoub Bet Yacoub. Raabi Yacoub had also pre-
viously served as Headmaster of the school at the
Hinaidi R.A.F. air base, adjoining Baghdad, for 13
years.

Raabi Yacoub placed the Scouting movement,
including a contingent of Garl Guides, under the
leadershup of his son, the late Raabi “Ammo”
(Emmanuel) Jacob, a teacher at the school, Except
for the kindergarten class, all the schoal boys and
girls were recruited into the Movement. The Move-
ment was, therefore, composed wholly of the stu-
dent-body, which wasninety percent Assyrnianwith
a minority of Armenians and a few Indians.

The Uniforms

Numbering several hundred members in all, the
Urganizaton was supplhied by the school with uni.
forms, pawd for by the parents. The Boy Scout uni-
form consisted of dress hat called sedaara, short
pants and half-sleeved shirt with breast pockets
and epaulettes, all of khaki material, with a dark-
blue neck scarf and light beige or dull white stock-
ings. The Girl Guide uniform was dark-blue plaited
skirt, beret and neck scarf and white socks and
long-sleeved shirt with breast pockets and epaul-
attes. The shirts, especially of the Boy Scouts,
accumulated Class and Proficiency badges and
cords and the umforms underwent some changes in
the course of time.

"The Senior Scouts at one fime changed to white
shirts and navy-blue shorts” writes Shumon Yosip
Putrus of Chicago, known to his friends as Simon |,
Peter, who was the Quartermaster for the 1st Hab-
baniya Scout Group and the Scout Master for the
Senior Scout Section of the Group. “But some had
to wear khaki shorts because either they could not
find the navy-blue material on the market or they
could not afford the price! Sedaara was the official
headgear of all the Scouts in (C.C.) Habbaniya,”
continues Simon. “But when the wide-brimmed
(Levy) slouch felt hats became available in the

1940: Bov Scouts and Girl
(Guides preparing for parvade
and exevcising with the Scout
Master, Emmanuel J. Jacob,
tn the forefront and spectators
in the background.

Phista Contrihutor: Lily N, Skabbas [Hereulss)



RAF. Stores. Sgt. Marshall managed to “scrounge”™

{purchase] a quantity for the Seniors and Rovers.
e shaped them into Scout hats by holding them

for long hours over steam from boiling kettles!™ In

II::I:H years, the Seniors and Rovers even used dark
rets,

Early Leadership

Raabi Ammo was the first Scout Master of the
C.C. Scouting movement, and Ninz Nwyia Shabbas
~ a Senior who later became a teacher and marriad
Raabi Ammo — was the first Guide Leader, Kho
shaba Cambar and Eshaya Hormis lsaac, both in
the Sentar Class, served as the first Assistant Scout
Master and Scout Secretary, respectively,

Like the uniforms, the leadership also underwent
some changes. But due to memories hazed by the
mists of 50 years of livi:f. neither | nor T;J)mple
consulted could recall all the changes even
those remembered may not be guite in focys! |
remember that Sentors Manouk Vartanian maw n
Canada?)and ! wereelected the ASM.andtheS S,
respectively, for 194041, while Davis Eshay David
(of Modesto, Calif.) says he and Youl (Julius)
Nwyia Shabbas (Nimevek's current Editor), both
Seniars, assumed the rwo positions for 194142
Nothing is remembered, however, about other ranks
of I;Iupumihiiitr. such as patrol leadership and
Such.

It is believed thar Raabi Ammo left both the
school and Scouting in 1943 and it is assumed that
it was at that point when Sergeant Ronald Mar-
shall, an R.AF. ex-British Scout Master of Leeds,
England, took over the Movement's leadership.

A Clip from the Locai Hutory of [Tablamos

Roza (nee Aziz) Stmon of Sydney, Australia, indi
cates that Raabi Albert Aghassi Bahilla, 2 teacher of
English (now living in England) was the AS M. for
awhile, though it is not clear when or for how long!

As regards the Girl Gude ip, it ts thought
that when Raabi Nina Nwyia Sha (of Menlo
Park, Calil.) got marmed in 1942, she quit both asa
teacher and as the Girl Guide Leader. Khava
Yacoub Aboana (now Kay Pearce of England), who
was invalved i the Girl Guide movement in C.C.
during most of the Movement’s 15 years, first as a
Girl Guide, then as Guide Leader and finally as the
Girl Guide commissioner, writes that she assumed
the Guide Leadership in 1943 and was assisted by
thres R A F. (ex-Guide?) nursing sisters, Roza stales
that she took over from Khava in 1945, and Khava
mnl‘inns. this. But neither lady indicates for how

long!

Beat the Band

During the school years, the Boy Scouts had a
seven-piece band which consisted of a bass drum, a
snare drum, cymbals and four bugles. The band
produced martial music that led columns of
marching boys and grls through the Cantonment
in smart an slirﬁngepamdes! But to achieve the
skill, the band members practiced regularly after
school, T remember in particular the fushed and
bloated faces of the buglers, including their instruc-
tor Raabi Ammo (bless his soul!) as they blew their
windpipes hoarse to try to get the tune just nght!

1940 GIRL GUIDE AND BOY
SCOUT PRE PARADE
ASSEMBLY

Just outside school courtyard.
Right corner foreground Raabi
Jane David lboking al Guide
Leader Nina Nwyia Shabbas,

Pate Contnbuie Koy (Kbl Fuiere, Eag
famd anad Lty N Shatba, Calif
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1940: BOY SCOUT PARADE
LINE-UP.

S Troops assembled in the school
courtyard prior fo a parade.
. Hhols Contribaton: Kay Fearce

1840: Boy Scouts on the march with Assistant Scoul o _ . = _
Master. Manouk Vartanian, on the left, Front row (Ltov): Warda Pera (cymbals), Yalda Esho
Yalda (bugle), William David Shino
{drum), Frouel Rowhan (bugle). Back row (I to v):
Aramais Thomas (bugle), Raabi Yosip Amer (school
teacher), Arsen Yasayil Sayadian (bass drum), Kham-

mo Enviya (bugle).
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1940; Avia Ewan tn Scout uniform.

1940: The author, Mikhael
a9 K. Pius, in Scout uniform.



Iragi Scouting Record

Before we continue with the story of the C.C.
Scouting let us pause and look at a thumbnail
sketch of the earlier history of Scouting in Irag, as
presented by Siman Peter. He writes:

“The Boy Scout movement in [rag was estab-
lished in the early 19305 It was part of official
school activities supervised by the Iraqi Ministry of
Education. Its ram of activities was limited
mainly to physical fitness exercises and marches,
and outings in municipal or stale camp sites with
readily-pitched tents and other amenities.

“When the government of the country was taken
over, in early 1940, by o nationalistic faction, the
Seouting movement, despite its infancy, was remo-
deled after Hitler's Youth Organization, training its
older members in the bearing and use of firearms.
But because this practice was a deviation from the
accepted Boy Scout humamtarian aims and princi-
ples, the International Scout Organization in Lon-
don withdrew its ition of the Iragi Scouti
Organization and expelled it from its m’ﬁﬂ

Assyrian Scouting Status

Simon Peter points out that because of this sit-
uation, official Scouting in Iraq was considered
banned. Mthuuﬁ regarded as Iragis and
by Iraqi laws, the Boy Scouts and Girl Guides of
C.C. Habbaniya could not be officially considered
Iraqi Scouts because of the ban. And neither could
they be governed by British laws! Since they were
not officially licensed hy the Iraqi Government as
an Iraqi organization, and in order not to violate the
International Scouting ban on Irag Scouting, the
Royal Air Force in Iraq — which had its freedom
within the boundaries of its own air base — placed
them under the control or guardianship of ex-
British Scouters and Rovers, membersof the RAF.
stationed at Habbaniya. Thus, despite the ban the
Scouting movement in C.C, was able to continue
uninterrupted and to flourish under the British
supervision

Early Training and Structure

The Bntish Scouting instructors in Sgation,
under the direction of a Sergeant Smith, an ex-

A Clip from thi Local History of Hobbaniye

1942 SCOUT MASTER FIANKED BY SUBORDINATES

In school conrtyard, | to r: Matti Sogul, Andrious
Attu, Mirza Skmoil, Edward Nimrod Kkammo (?),
S/M Raabi Ammo Jacob, Mikhael Waranso, Shidrak
Skopila Youav, Andrious Mama Joivar, John Baijan
Rehana (slanding), Davis Eshay David.

-—
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1942 ROY SCOUT INSPECTION LINE-UP.

S/M Ammo Jacob walking up between the limes. Fore:
front left cormer: Znd from left, the late Aprim
Khammo Pius, behind him Babajan Evamia Ben-
e
tcago). In si tle, on right; Avdrious Atlu
(Australia), and behind him, the late Shidrak Skopila
Yonave, and behind him, Mirza Shmoil (Canada).

1942: Scout Master Emmanual |.
Jacob [second from right) asking ques-
tions of the Scouls regarding selti

of a scouts kettle, Fifth from right s
Andrew | Simon (England), First on
the left s Mirza Shmoil (Canada) and
the fourth is Youshia K. Poloss (Holly-
wood, CA).



British Rover, gave some of their spare time o
instruct the school's Scouting members the basics
of Scouting. They taught them the Scouting rules
and principles and the elementary skills required to
ss the Tenderfoot Test and thus entitle them to
invested as Boy Scouts and Girl Gundes.

They were taught the Aims of Scouting, which
are character development, citizen traiming and
per=onal fitness, the Seout Motto to “Be Prepared!™;
and the Scout Slogan "To Do a Good Turn Daily.”
“On my honor | will do my best; to do my duty to
God and my country; to obey the Scout Law; to help
other people art all times; and to keep myself phys:-
cally sirong, mentally awake, and morally straight”
constitute the Scout Promise. The Scout Law
defines the characteristics of a Boy Scout as being
trustworthy, loval, helpful, friendly, kind, courte-
ous, cheerful, obédient, brave, thrifty, clean and
reverent.

Tenderfoots took part In troop and patrof actin-
ties for at least one month. They had to be able to
reate the Scout Promise and the Scout Law by
heart, explain their every point in their own words
and abide by them. They had to learn and pass the
tests in signs and salute, whipping and tying var-
ous knots and tn certain other simple Scouting
skills, The grls alsc had to pass the Tenderfoot
Test to qualify as Girl Guides. Basically, the rules,
aims, activities and skills of both arganizations
were similar, even though there were slight dif-
ferences

According to Simon Peter, all Boy Scouts and Girl
Guides — whether Cubs, Juniors, Seniors, Rovers
or Brownies or Guides — had to be trained in the
bastc Scouting knowledge and skills and be able to
pass the Tenderfoot Test before being invested as
Boy Scouts or Girl Guides, including older boys who
joined the Movemen! as Rovers. In addition, when a
vew member joined the Rover Crew, whether he
was previously a Boy Scout or not, be had to per
form an additional duty called The Vigil before he
was aocepted as 8 Crew member. This entailed
staying up in the Rover Den from dusk todawn fora
specific period, reading the Bible, praying, and dis-
cussing Christianity with his Patrol Leader, Also
he had 1o read Lord Baden-Powell's book Rovering lo
Success and prove that he had understood it!

During the first three or four vears, the C.C. Boy
Scouts and Girl Guides were broken down into
patrols, each led by a Patrol Leader. Although most
of the members, purticularly the older anes, had
passed the Tenderfoot Test at one time or another,
the Movenient was still a %Iing! Its activities
were confined mostly to physical fitness, drill train-
ing, marching, parades, basic Scouting skills and
occasional outings and picnics, But the Boy Scouts
were alsa active in doing their share of public servi
ces during emergencies and crises.

A Clip frem the Loca] Histpry wi Hadbaniss

1942. Scout Master Emmanuel |. Jucob
fright) posing with Julius N. .

1942: Boy Scuuhmn{hr‘r ip, Front vow (1 to r);
Edward Nimrod, Mikhael Waranso Malik (San
Francisco, CA), William Dawid (presently Chicago,
IL), Andrious Mama [otyar E}E‘ugiand} Sklimon
(Chimo) Back row: Unknown, Andrious
Attu (Australia) and is the father of Bishop Mar
Ashur Bawai of the Assyrian Church of the Easl,
Shidrak Iskopila Youav, William Kaplano Kawon
(modesto, CA).

1942: On an outing with the late Shidrak Skopila
Youav Mgg“rﬁe-&:am in sr‘ngin;. Two British
officers in the background, and a British Rover on the

right.



Doing A Good Turn

During the Euphrates River [lood scare of the
Sprir%_u[ 1940, for instance, when the C.C. and
Levy Camp residents were evacuated and tented lor
a few weeks at the Habbaniya Plateau as a safe
guard against probable flooding of the Canton-
ments, “the Boy Scouts.” writes Eshaya Hormis
Isaac of Chicago, “acted as guards during the night
to report eruption of fires, and some of us, including
Avia Ewan (now in London, England) and Avisha
Yonan (Sydney, Australia), did clerical duties at the
C.C, Office. At the school commencement exercises
that year some of the Boy Scouts, including me,
were awarded medals in recognition of our worth.”

The Boy Scouts were alan called upon to do thetr
share during the Battle of Habbaniya in May 1941,
Julius Shabbas writes that Boy Scouts helped in the
digging of the community ditch shelters and
checked neighborhood door locks and windows
against burglaries. And | remember that in the wee
hours of the morning the battle hegan, some 40 of us
Boy Scouts were summoned 1o the C.C. Office to
heip. T and a couple of others were posted to the
shelters of the families of the C.C. Superintendent
and his assistanl, Messrs, Ingram and Apostoloff,
to be of personal service (o them, Before dusk, how-
ever, we were dismissed to rejoin our own families
in their communal ditch shelters. Because of the
Iraqi Army’s overhead whizzing bullets — a stray
one of which wounded Mr, I:ﬁnm — and expleding
cannon shells that occasionally landed in the vicin.
ity of the residences, perhaps our hosts considered
us more of a lability than an asset to them!

Despite these activities, it wasn't until March
1942 that the C.C, Habhaniya Boy Scouts held their
first camp. The camp was held at the Latifiyeh
Estates near Baghdad,

"Many things wenl wrong,'" wrote Khoshaba
Cambar about the camp in an article published in
The Irag Times in 1952, "'bul everyone present had
acquired a taste for this new kind of adventure! It
was immediately after thas that a series of weekend
camps at Lake Habbaniya (five miles south of the
air base) becamea routine. " Khoshaba Cambar was
the Deputy Scout Master of the 15t Habbaniya
Scout Group at the time of his writing.

Marshall's Plan for Progress

In 1943 a vigorous change was instituted in the
Movement when Sergeant Ronald Marshall was
appointed as Assistan! to a Squadron Leader (Rev.)
Harrison wha took over as the Graup Scout Master.
Sgt. Marshall, who was a Medic and an experienced
and dedicated ex-Scout Master from Leeds,
E , rearganized the C.C. Scouting Movement
into the lst Habbaniya Scout Group and 1st Hab-
baniya Girl Guide Group later that year and Ied and
inspired them into developing into an advanced and

25
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1942: EARLY SCHOOL GIR!. GUIDE "@UADS."

Left to right: Khava Yucoub Abvona, Lilly Nwyia
Shabbas, Regina Gewargis, and Roza Aziz.
Pt Combridadar N (RNaw) Paares

1943; Khava Aboona on the march with the Girl
Seouls,

Fligty Codeibidor: Lity N, Shabbio

1943: Girl Guides in a play i the RAF, Unton
School yard. Khava Aboona in the forefront. Rear
row: On the righ! is Regina Gewargis and next to her is
Arpine (Onnick] Hovasapian. First row: On the vight
is Blandina (Ewan) Mikhael, the author’s wife.

Phoda'wnd Nawes Cantridutor. Lily N Shabbos
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19€-f Grirl Guide " Tea Party.' Suwr Girl Gmdes [fom‘mu!) / tn y: Kﬁunw
Raabt Ammanuel (Chicago), Awigle Polous Rasho (Baghdad?), Roza Aziz {Aus:
tralia), Awigle Polous Isaac (Skokie, IL), and Louise Rowil Mikhael Baitoo
(Stmis Valley, CA), standing in front of the back row fo the right, with their funior
froops. The pichure includes many recognizable faces such as: Anna Ammanuel,
Cidette Raabs Youav Jacab, wiina Nimrod, Lisa Azzz, Nina Alex, Shamivan
Wiilam Shabbas, Sophia Shlemon, Shalim Shaul, Nazy Youkhana, Shamiran
Raab: Yacoub Bet Yacoub, Shamiran Shiemon, Victoria Odésho Hormiz, Anna
Polus, Eva Edward, Patience Bann, Youlia Baijan, Louise Odisho, Ester, Ludia
Baijan, Regina Mushi, Saro Benyamin, Margaret Peters, Youlia Far'on, Youlia
Shaul, Doris Israel
Phots wnd Mwmer Comtrduinr Abguil Pl foses. Saokue, 11

J944; STATION COMMANDER
INSPECTS “B" SENIOR SCOUT TROOP

G/Capt. Brookes talks with T7/L Mik-
hail Waranso while Semiors behind
him (1 to r) Benyamin Esho Yelda and
Odisho Warde stand at atlention.

P Exres Weesa

1944, CUB SCGUTS LEAD THE MARCH
PAST HIGH RANKING RAF OFFICERS.

Flags disp are those of Cubs,
Scouts, Guides and Seniors,
Phato Contribuine: Kviss Worde, England




efficient Scouting organizations in the next three
years. And within only a few months of his appoint-
ment, a Senior Scout on was formed according
to the new World Scout Rule, and scon other sec-
tians, such as Junior Scouts and the Girl Guides,
were goaded into 3 more ardent and active roll.

Change and Transformation

1944 was both a sad and an eventful year for the
Union School, its teachers and its student-body!
But it was also fast-paced and progressive for the
1st Habbaniya Scout and Girl Guide Groups.

At the end of scholastic year in mid-1944, the
school was taken over by the lraqi education
authorities! Raabi Yacoub, the Headmaster, along
with a few of the teachers, resigned from the school.
Raabi Yacoub was preceded by his son Raabi Ammo
and wife Raabi Nina, both of whom had quit not
only their teaching positions but also the Scouting
movement, and relocated to Baghdad. There
Raahi Ammo worked first for Singer Sewing Ma-
chine Company and then for Bata Shoe Company
and his father followed him and also joined the
company.

Despite this drastic change, however, the Boy
Scouts and the Girl Guides were taken under the
wing of the Station's ex-British Scouters and Rov-
ers and continued as Scouting organizations inde-
pendent of the school. Their memberships were
thrown open to both the C.C. school students and to
older and girls working for the R.AF. At this
time, a [ew Kurdish and Arab boys joined the Boy
Scout Group.

The Scouting movement in Irag had retreated
and was dormant for several years following its
expulsion from the International Scout Organiza-
tion membership in 1941, But inJanuag of 1944,
the proficient Senior Scout Section visited Baghdad
and presented a demonstration of British-method
Scouting at the British Institute, The event re
kindled some interest in Iragi Scouting circles, but
it wasn't until several years later — following the
visit of the Director of International Scout Bureau,
a Colonel]. S. Wilson, to Baghdad and Habbaniya in
1950 — that real efforts were made to re-register the
Iraql Scouting movement with the International
Scout Organization in London.

In February 1944, the 1st Habbaniva Girl Guide
Group was 1zed and placed under the con-
trol of the British Service Rover Scouts, and Khava
Yacoub Aboona was appointed to lead the Girl
Guides, assisted by three RAF. nursing sisters
with Guiding experience. Khava, invested in 1943,
was the first Girl Guide invested in Iraq, and on the
occasion received a congratulations card from Lady
Baden Powell, head of the World Girl Guide
Organization.
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First Jamborette

In early April 1944, a three-day jamborette was
held in Habbaniya. It was organized by Sgt. Mar
shall, the Assistant Group Scout Master, and was
patronized by Air Commodore A. P. Davidson, the
then Ajr Officer Commanding (A.0.C.) of the Air
Base. Also attending were Group Captain C. M,
Attwood, the Station Commander; Brigadier Hud:
son, Commander of the R.A.F, (Irag) Levies; Rev, V,
K. C. Logan, Assistant International Scout Com:
missioner for the Middle East, the Officer In Charge
of the Civil Cantonment, Squadron Leader Steven-
son, with his assistant, Mr. Apostoloff and his wife;
a number of R.AF. officers and nurses; and Raahi
Yacoub, the school Headmaster, and many

spectators.

1944: “B" SENIOR SCOUTS MARCH PAST A.O.C.

T/L William David Shino leads the Troop during
Jamborette at C.C. Union School playground.
Phats Comiribuion: Ensse Wards

1944: FINAL MARCH PASTAST INTL. COMMISSIONER.

During Jamborette at the C.C. Union School play
ground. T/L George Nichola leads the troop, grving
the smart salute.

Phate Coniributer Exvie Warda



Taking part in the jamborette were: 15t (Irag)
Habbaniya Scout Group (Britishers), lst Habba.
niya (C.C.) Scout and Girl Guide Groups, 1st Bagh
dad (Services) Rover Crew, dad students from
the British Institute, and the RAF. (Iraq) Levies
band. Assyrian, British, Armenian, Indian, Arub,
Kurdish and . . Russian boys and girls were
represented! And because the jambarette was the
most significant event in the life of Habbaniya
d’.:'i:nq;mg till then, it is being described here in

tail:

On the afternoon of the first day (April 1), a Field
Diay was held on the Union School's playground in
the C.C. This included demonstrations of Scouts
and Guides working, playing, marching and figure.
marching, counter-marching by lheTl:vra brass
band; & "“Rush-In"; a Message from the Asst. Scout
Commussioner; a Parade of the Scouting Nations;
and the March Past. These events were followed, in
the evening, by a Scouting Camp Fire on the old
Race Course on Upavon Road in Station,

From moming till late afternoon of the second
day “An Invasion of Lake Habbaniya' took place,
when some 400 Cubs, Scouts, Guides and Rovers
swam, Phn'd games and sang songs, and cooked
and ate! In the evening, the Iragi students, the C.C.
Senior Scouts and the British Rovers were given a
Film Show at the Station School immediately fol
lowed by a Social Half-Hour.

The students and the Scouts were taken on a tour
of Station Workshops, Hangars and Tarmac, Elec
tricity Power House, Water Works, etc, on the
morning of the third day. In the cvening, a Rover
Moot — meeting to talk things over with the Asst,
Scout Commissioner — with Toc H Club members
as guests, brought the jamborette Lo a close!

Movement Musters Up Momenium

Later in April, the first Wolt Cub Pack of the 1st
Habbaniya Scout Group was formed. It was led by
Cub Master Andrious Mama Jotyar, the now Editor
End Fuglishtrd the Assyriam Observer in London,

and.

nd in August 1944, the first A.0.C. Scoul Badge
was awarded! It was earned by Warda Odisho, a
Senior Scout. And in January 1945, Senior Scouts
Simon J. Pater, Daniel Lazar Solomon, Ashur Gam-
liel, Atmiel Youkhanna Narsai, Wilson Khoshaba
Isaac, Benyamin Esho Yalda, Benyvamin Zaw Ge-

1844 SCOUTS SIGNALING FROM SIGNAL TOWER
Israel Gewargis (deceased) and Simon Peter signaling
tn Morse Code by Aldes lamp af British Institute,
Baghdad, demonstration, while Atniel Youkhanna
Narsai and Wilson Khoshaba (unseen) sigmaling
same message by semaphore.

Pl _raslwive Samen Frmr ke

1944 GIRL GUIDES MARCH PAST A O.C

C/L Roza Aziz gives the smart salute as she loads her
fua ?&Pﬂsf tr Commodore A. P. Davidson during
[}
Mesrs Cemitibmine Fwem Werda

1844 GIRL GUIDE TROOP SIGNAL
THE MESSAGE.

T/L Arpen Onnick Sanasarian leods
her Troop in signaling o message in
semaphore during Jamborette
demonsiralion.

Plistie Comrtbutar. Ervin Wanda




wargs, Sargon Yacoub Aboonia, Albert Roy, Envia
Warda and Odisho Warda also received their A.O.C,
Seout Badges.

The A.0.C. Scout Badge was equivalent tn King's
Scout Badge in the U/ K. and the Eagle Scout Ba
m the U.S, pomnts out Simon Peter. This was
awarded only after @ Boy Scout had passed the
Tenderfoot Test and acquired the Second Class and
the First Class Ranks.

According to Simon's 1943-44 printed Member.
ship Card and Progress Record, the Second Class
Rank {ollowed Tenderfoot and included skills such
as Pioneering, Compass, Axemanship, Observa.
tion, Fire-lighting, Cooking, First Aid, and Signal
ling. And the First Class award was an advanced
form of Second Class award. It included the same
skills plus others such as advanced stages of
Swimming, Estimation, Life Line, Mapping, Jour-
ney, plus the re-passing of Tenderfoot and = d
Class tests.

ALO,C, Scout Badge was followed by other Profi-
ciency badges, such as Cook, for instance, or Handy-
man, Pathfinder, Interpreter, Cyclist, or Ambu-
lance Man. And the next step was to earn the right
to wear cords — Green, Red and Gold — each one
awarded for certain other skills and public services,
for example as Missioner, Pioneer, etc.

“Soon nd and First Class badges and various
Proficiency badges adorned the sleeves of a great
number of Scouts,' writes Simon, “and a good
many Senior Scouts earned and proudly wore the
A0.C. Secout Badge!”

Unfortunately, very little information is availa

ble about the Girl Guides, and it's believed that very

few, i any, pursued awards beyond Tenderfoot
Rank.

Camping and Competitions

In May 1944, the Senior Scout Section travelled
to Bebaidi in North Irag and held their first Scout
camp. Sgt. Marshall, who accompanied them, ar-
ranged the trip, which was made sta(ie_a: Habba-
niya to Baghdad by an R.AF, truck "Dolly,” Bagh-
dad to Mosul by Iraqi State Railways coach, and
Muosul to Bebaudi through (the now internationally
known!) Dohuk, Swarra Tuka and Sarsing in an
RAF. Armored Car Company truck. The camp
lasted several weeks.

Four months later, the Senior Scouts undertook
also a Scout tour of Syria and Palesting, visiting
Jerusalem and the Christian holy shrines. That trip
was also arranged by Sgt. Marshall and was made
by & Nairn Transport Company's air-conditioned
bus from Baghdad.

And in November 1944, the 1st Habbaniva Boy
Scout and Girl Guide Groups presented their first
Annual Field Day. It took place at the Levy parade
ground in Station and consisted of various Scouti
activities and games as well as field and
competitions,

A Clap trom the Local Hiseary of Habbaniva

1844: GIRL GUIDE CONTESTANT RECEIVES
PRIZE

Guide Violet Youav Jacob recetving her prize
from the Station mander during the
Field Day held at the Levy Parade and Soccer
Ground,

Phnde Comtrivater Eseia Warda

1944; FIRST RECIPIENT DF A.0.C. 5SCOUT BADGE

Posing with the A.S.M. of 1si Habbaniva Scoul
Croup, Sgi. Ronald Marshall (left), is Warda Odisho
after receiving his A.0.C, Scout Badge.

Phats Coninbutor: Exvips Warnds:.
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1944: RAF Hﬂﬁl LE WES HRASS MHD L.EJ'ID& SCQUT AND GUIDE MARCH

During Freld Day at the Levy Soccer and Parade Ground.
Mty L ambebaine Eamig Wyrjy

1946 SCOUT MARCHING PAST RAF CINEMA
ON PARADE DAY

. L to r: Wilson Khoshaba Isaac, Albert Roy
1944: SENIOR SCOUTS FLAG BREAK IN FIRST CAMF. fcarrymgﬂa.g} and Buviac Wente tad the
In mosntains of Bebaids, Senior Scowts and British Rovers Ifl 0C,
Frate Comtrobuior Enves Worda Aér Vice Marshall Str Stafford a ()P
Senior Scouts were awarded Hlﬂr A0.C
Scowt Badges.

Pasle Corimbutin Fava Farda

1946 Guide Leader Roza Anz, leading C C
Boy Scout and Girl Guide troops, follows Bnt
1sh Rovers during A.0.C. Scout Badge presen-

tation church parade
Flaw Contributre Foma Warde




Payment and Privilege

Beside camping, touring, cjrclmiand hiking trips
and jambaorette and field days when (hey demon
strated their Scouting skills and taclics, the 1st
Habbaniya Scout and Girl Guide Groups also took
part in a year-round program of public-service ac
tivities and bob-a-job weeks. They were active at
chureh service and color-hoisting parades and were
a comman sight at the Cantonment’s and Station’s
official sparts and social functions, directing traf-
fie, taking care of small children, selling programs,
ushering and doing other similar services.

The Groups did not have an official budget, nor
did they receive any direct financial assistance
from any source, indicates Simon. But each member
paid a nominal monthly subscription fee, and some
members earned the Organization compensatory
payments for selling programs at horse-racing meet-
ngs or for directing traffic for them, or for collating
newly-printed books, etc., far the RAF. Station
School Printing Press and so on — all profit-
makers. These funds were used for the overall
needs of the Organization, The only direct assist-
ance the Groups received was in organization,
5Rup¢rv15mn and training from the R.AF. British

Overs
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1946: SCOUT.GUIDE MIXED GROUP ON DEMON-
STRATION TRIP TO BAGHDAD,

On invitation by Brilish Institute. Standing (| to »):
Odisho Warda, Polous Yonan, Roza Azz, Davis
Eshay Davis, Viza Odisho, Manny Murad, Benya-
min Esho Yalda, Elizabeth Odisho, Khanna Raabi
Ammanuel, Andrious Mama Jotyar, Awigle Polows,
Sampivar Barkhu, William David Shino, Joan Ora-
him, George Nichola, Albert Kay; squatting: Man-
sour Bemyamin Zodu, Khoshaba Cambar, Wilson
Khoshaba Isaac, Envia Warda, Eltya Saada, Spama
Barkhu, (behind him), Warda Odisho, [unknown
boy), Eshay Awisha; reclining: {1 to r) William Cam-
bar end Zaia Esho Yalda.
Fhats gnd Namas Contributer Simmm Peter

1946° IST HABBANIYR SCOUT GROUP ROVER CREW POSING IN A STATION GARDEN.

Sitting (1 to r): Daniel Iskhag, Shiemon Isvael, Zata Esho Yalda, Khoshaba Cambar (Asst. Rover Leader),
Aprim Benyamin, Eliva Saada; knecling (I to v): David Shlemon, Arsen Yasayil Savadian, lsrael K
Gewargrs, William Damd Shino, Simon Y. Putrus, Mirza Shmoil, Davis Eshay David; standing (I to v):
Andrious Mama Joivar, Polous Yonan, Yakhanis Lazar, Shiemon Youkhanna (Secretary), Avshalim
Gewargis Daniel, Baaba Yosip,

Pt wmel Memes Comfritinter Myrzs Shmazl



The British Rover Crew was afficially recognized
m the Station as any other R.AF. social or educa-
tional body, such as Tock H Club, Turf Club, Pho
tographers’ Club, Airmen's Social Club or Officers
Club. Simllarly, the C.C. Boy Scouts and Girl
Guides were accorded the same récognition by the
Civil Cantonment's Administration Office as one of
the social, sporting nrreliﬁim:s bodies operating in
the C.C. Butinaddition, they had a few other privi-
leges as an “elite” class that the other C.C. resi-
dents were denied by the British. Since the C.C.
Smutingﬁrqupswweg_atmmzed by the A.0.C.and
supervised by the RAF. British Rovers, they were
regarded as an integral part of the British Rovers
Crew, Thus they were allowed to move at liberty m
the Station like their British counterparts, They
even attended certain RAF, British social [une
tions, such as Christmas dinners and parties at the
Alrmen's billets or Social Club, which otherwise
were strictly off-bounds to the C.C. residents!

Structure and Method

The Boy Scouts and the Girl Guides (or Girl
Scouts) are a world-wide Movement. It exists in
most developed countries, But the Movement is old-
est, widest and more advanced in the United King-
dom (its birthplace), the United Siates and in
Canada,

Although there are some differences of structure
and method between the two Orgamizations, they
are basically the same in their rules. principles,
aims and activities. The Girl Guides originated
from the Boy Scouts and =o their history is really
One.

Similarly, there are some differences in both
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Organizations' various age groups, in the formation
of their several categories andin the names they are
called in different areas of the world. But such
variations are in fact minor and insignificant. The
significance is more in their similarities rather than
in their differences!

Since the Boy Scout and the Girl Guide Organiza-
tions in C.C. Hahbaniya were introduced, taught
and trained by British Scouters, Lheir structure and
method were therefore British!

The 1st Habbaniya Scout and Girl Guide Groups
had, according to Simon Peter, during their hey.
days in 1946-47, two Wolf Cub Packs, six or seven
Junior Scout Troops, one Senior Scout Section and
one Rover Crew; two Brownie Packs, four Girl
Guide Troops, and (later) one Rangers Unit. Each of
these calegories was usually composed of three
patrols of eight members each, including a patrol
leader and an assistant. These three patrols, plus
the group’s leader, made 25 members, But if the
number of a patrol exceeded eight members, then
the excess members were divided among the three
patrols, increasing each patrol number (o 3 maxi-
mum of ten, However, if the excess members were
more than six persans inall, then they were formed
into a fourth patrol.

Every Pack. Troop, Section or Crew was assigned
a British Scouter for training and supervision pur-
poses. They were called Scout Masters, In the
beginming some of the Senior Scouts were appointed
mstructors or assistants. But when many of the
Senior Scouts qualified as A.Q.C. Boy Scouts, some
of them were made Scout Masters for lack of quaii-
fied British Rovers.

1947: SENIOR SCOUTS POSING WITH
A O.CAND PRIEST,

Stunding ([ lo r), Daniel Lazar Solv-
meon (T/L), Albert Koy, Benvamin
Esho Yalda, Wilson Khoshaba Isaac,
Odisho Warda; sitting: Fr. Tibbs, A.
V. M. Sir Stafford (AOC) and Simon
i’asﬁo Putrus (S/M Sentor Scout Sec-
tiom),

Frote and Nuwes Conbhidamr: Simes Fuser,
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1947- THE SUN-SHINY SENIOR SCOUT SECTION OF iST HABRANIYA 5COUT GROUP.

Poging (n thes scenic Station environment, 15 the whole Section, standing (1 to v): Sargon Yacoub Abovrna,
Rowrl Wilson Khoshaba lsaac, Benyamin Esho Yalde, William Cambar, Simon Yosip Putrus
(Scoutmaster), Daniel Lazar Solomon (Troop ), Ashur Gamliel, Benvamin Zaia Gewargis, Mansour
Benyamin Zodu, Abdul-Massieh Salman, Yacoub Khoshaba; kneeling (1 to v). David Wards, Envia
Warda, Homer Saski, Youkhanna Sarmu, Odishe Warda, Hosep, Haroun Lazar, Odisho Adam,
Adouniya Neesan, Sargon Hassan, sitting (1 bo r): Skharya Odisho, Adouniyva Makhsoud, CGeovge Nichola,
Yacoub Youkhanna, John Roovil Mikhael, George David.
Phets aud Names Contritbor Stman Fter

1947: Taken on a Field Day, the Boy
Scouts pose with an Assyrian Winged
Bull flag writlew on ot "'Habbaniva
Boy Scouts "' in English and Assyrian,
Left to might. Sargon Yacoub Aboona,
Mansor Benyamun, Avia Nimrod and
Mirza Shmoil

Fhads wwed Naman Contribuber Mirm Shiod! (Candda)

1949: SENIOR SCOUTS TEST A
TIMBER BRIDGE

They built the bridge at Scoul
Jamborve held on C.C. Soccer
ground.

Phete Usetmibutar Stmom Py
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"As un example,” writes Simon Pater, “alter |
completed 18 years of age and obtained my A.Q.C.
Scout Badge in January 1945, I was first appointed
as the Instructor to the Senior Scout Section, and |
also yoined the Rover Crew. Later, | was promoted
to Assistant Scoutr Master and just before the
departure of Fit, Sgt. Marshall [ was chosen ta be
the Scout Master to the Section, without the super-
vision of a British Rover. During my service as the
Seniors’ Scout Master, | trained a number of Senior
Scouts for their A.O.C. Scout Badge test. After [
resigned from the Movement in 1948, the Senior
Scout Section was split into two parts, Benvamin
Esho Yalda and Wilson Khoshaba Isaac were ap-
pointed Scout Masters to lead the Section.

Local Leadership at Pinnacle

The following is the known leadership of the st
Habbaniya Scout and Girl Guide Groups at ther
genith, shortly after FIt. Sgt. Marshall's departure
te England in mid- 1946

Wolf Cubs: Andrious Mama Jotyar was the Cub
Master; Edward Nimrod Khammo and Saamu Eyou
were his assistants for Packs No. 1 and 2; Andrious
and Edward are also believed to have been Girl
Guide Instructors,

Junior Scout Troups: Eliya Saada and Shlimoun
Israel were Assistant Scout Masters for Troop No,
1; William Cambar and Emmanuel Shmouel Youk-
hanna were A.5.Ms for Troop No, 2; Sargss Shim
shour Shallou and Spania Barkhu were A.S.Ms {or
Troop 3, with Odisho Warda as the Semor Scout
Instructor for the Troop, Envia Warda was the
S.5.1 for Troop Ne. 4; Benyamin Esho Yalda was
the S.5.1. for Troop No. § and also (later) the co-
Scout Master for the Senior Scout Section, Polous
“Pocha" Yonan and Sampiyar Barkhu were the
A.S.Ms for Troop No. 6, with Wilson Khoshaba
Isaac as its £.5.1 and (later) co-S.M. of the Senior
Scout Section. Unfortunately, it is not known who
were the A SMs for Troops No. 4, 5 and 7 or the
S8.5.1s for Troops Ne. 1, 2, and 3!

Senior Scout Section: Simon J. Peter was the
Scout Master, with Daniel Lazar Solomon as his
Troop Leader_Simon was also the Quartermaster
for the whole Group. Following Simon's rture,
Benyamin Esho Yalda and Wilson Khoshaba Isaac
Scout Mastered the Section, It is believed that the
first Troop Leader for the Section, following its
formation in 1943, was "Kanna" Youk-
hanna, who was succeeded by Willlam David before
he joined the Rover Crew.

Rover Crew: Khashaba Cambar was the Assist-
ant Rover Leaderand the Secretary of the whole Lst
Habbaniva Scout Group, but the Crew was led by a
member of the British Rovers, In later years, Kho-
shaba was also the Deputy Scout Master of the
whole Group, with Emmanuel Shmouel Youk-
hanna as the Scout Secretary,

A Clip fram the Lodwl Wiytors o/ Hahbawiva

Girl Guides: The Group had two Brownie Packs,
four Guide Troops and one Rangers Unit. The lead-
ers [or the Troops were Awigle Polous for No, 1
Troop, Roza Aziz No. 2, Jane [saac No. 3 and Arpe
neek Onik Sanasarian No. 4 Troop, but il is not
known who led the Brownie Packs!

It would seem that Khava Yacoub Aboona was
the Girl Guide Leader and an instructor for the Girl
Guides from 1943 to 1945 or 1946, and a Guide
Commissioner thereafter and well into the 1950s,
Although according to information from Chicago,
Roza Aziz wasthe T Leader for Troop No. 2 in
1946, Roza herself indicates that she succeeded
Khava as the Guide Leader (which Khava confirms)
in 1945 and was also a Ranger Leader and Girl
Guide instructor. Perhaps Roza took over from
Khava in 1946 and not 1945! Another Leader of the
Ranger Unit was Lilly "Nurse™ Oralim and her
tenure seems to be in the late 1940s — perha
during Roza's Guide Leadership term. | walcll:'
what roll did Regina Gewargis play!

According to photocopies of letters Khava re-
ceived in 1951 and 1954, the World Association of
Girl Guides and Girl Scouts was interested to regis-
ter the C.C.'s Girl Guides as an International Com-
pany at its World Bureau. But this, unfortunately,
fizzled out when a planned visit by one of the
Bureau's officials failed to materialize after two
postponements!

1556 RANGER TRIO LEADING ROVER CREW IN
CHURCH PARADE

Front to back: Naima Shmael, Isvael Gesoargns” sis-
ter, and Clava Avikam Shmowelkhan.
Pk Candetbintir; Ky Praren
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1950: RANGER UNIT BY C.C FENCE

Left to mght: Margaret Awisha, Margaret Peters, Mary Sharma, Lilly “Nurse"
), Viza Odisho, Elizabeth Odisho, Savah al Pawna

Orahim (Ranger
Aziz, Israel 'C.fwmm's‘ sister, Violet Fernandez, Clava Avikam Shmouelkhan,

Agnis Baaba, Katrina Yacoub Aboona, Na'ima Shmaiel

1954: GIRL GUIDE GROUP OF TROPHY WINNERS

After Sparts Day at the C.C. Soccer grownd. Standing (I to v): (Unknown), Joan
Orahim, Khava Yacoub Aboona (Givl Guide Commissioner), Elizabeth Odisho,

Amly Taltar; sitting {i to r): Kinno Youliva Far'on, Anma Skharia
P Confribuive Kas Pagirn

J5




The Declining Years

The C.C Boy Scout and Girl Guide movement
suffered a setback in 196! That event was the
departure of Sgt. (FIt. Sgt. then) Ronald Marshall
for home in England at the end of his tour of duty.
Al that time, hawever, the Scouting movement in
C.C. had reached its zenith in both numbers and
El;uﬁtiency! 1t had a membership of more than 500

y Scouts and Girl Guides and had achieved a high
standard of Scouting.

“The departure . . . of Fit, Sgt. Marshall in mid-
1946 slowed down the pace of the Habbaniya Scout-
ing movement, but it did not paralyze 1ts activities,”
writes Simon Peter, "“The fixed program of activi-
tes continued without interruption. But Marshall
himself was 2 very keen and active Scout and his
omni-presence among Us had been an ingpiration
indeed!"”

Although the ahsence of FIt, Sgt. Marshall dam-
pened the spinit of Scouting at Habbaniya, the
Groups cammed on under 1 knowledgeable local
leadership, with some supervision from the British
Rovers. But the Movement lost both momentum
and membership in the ensuing few years and
almost came (o a standstll.

Revival and Recognition

In March 1950, however, an KA F. padre named
Ryder took a special interest in the Movement. He
organized a reunion meeting of former members,
Ways and means of improving the situation were
discussed, and (he meeting proved to be an energiz
ing shot in the arm! The Movement recruited new
members and pepped up its activities, sothat a year
later, the 1st Habbaniya Seout Group was officially
recognized by the Boy Scouts Inlernational Bureau
under the powers given to it by the Third Interna-
nional Conference at Copenhagen in 1924,

In Apnil 1952, a Scout Jamboree of the Baghdad
schools took place at the Scouts Ground in Bagh-
dad. A contingent of Jumior Seouts, Senior Scouts,
Rovers and Scouters (including a few A.0.C. Brit
ish Scouts) representing the 15t Habbaniya Scout
Group took part,

The Habbaniya Scouts gave an impressive dem
onstration in the erection of & rope bndge, and
pitched a tent in the recard time of five minutes!
The object of the jamboree was to energmze the
anemic state of Scouting in Irag, and this 1t did!

Simon Peter pmnts oul that contingents from the
1st Habbaniya Scout and Girl Guide Groups often
took part in official King's Birthday celebrations
and in annual school field days in Ramadi arranged
by the Directorate General of Education of Ramadi
Province. They always gave skillful demonstra-
tions in the erection of high timber towers and
bridges with various rope knots, in Semaphor/
Marse Code Signalling, simulated first aid rescue
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procedures and in Scouting songs, vells and games.
They also showed their Scouting skills at the Brit-
ish Institute and the {Anayriangz aqaddum Schoal,
in Baghdad. But the April 1952 demonstration in
Baghdad was actually the Group’s first official
national participation.

According to Khoshaba Cambar's published arti-
¢le, Boy Scouts who took part in the Baghdad jam-
boree were: Shimshoun Gewargis Daniel, Armenalk
Goju, Avia Neesan, Galiat Envyyia, Daniel Iskhaq,
Rehana Baijan, Willlam Cambar, Khoshaba Bah-
ram, Daryawosh Yanna, and two non-Assyrians
Maklka Khahl and Baagi Fawzi, with Khoshaba
Cambar as their leader

During this time, the Scour Master of the Ist
Habbaniya Scout and Girl Guide Groups was Squad-
ron Leader M. ]. Harris, the then Officer In-Charge
of Civil Cantonment, and the Deputy Scout Master
and the Secretary were Khoshaba Cambar and
Emmanuel Shmouvel Youkhanna, respectively.

End of the Era

The Groups continued to plug on, but they grad-
ually lost some of their driving power and lagged
behind in the ensuing three years, They lost some of
their membership as well as their experienced
leadership!

1851 GIRL GUIDES' CHRISTMAS PARTY, LEVY HALL

Standing (I to v): (Unknown), Seuriya Yalda David,
Margaret Awisha, Simon Peter, Clara Avikam Shmo.
welkian, Khanna Raab: Ammanuel, Benvamin Esho
Yalda, Britich lady, Margaret Pelers; sitting il to v);
Elsie Eshaya, Lilly Orahim, British ladv, Khava
Yacoub Abopona, British lady; squatting ([ for). Violet
Fernandes, Katrina Yacoub Aboona, Arpen Onnick
Sanasarian,
Potn Comivetmter. Kharma (Ammamuel) Peckkanne, Choag
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1951: CLOSE-UP OF SOME SENIOR SCOUT MEMBERS. -
t- Emmanuel Shmouel Youkhanna (Kirkuh, mg Willtam

Cnlhr irkuk, Irag), Mansowr Benyamin Zodu (England), Aviya N::'d

mo (England), Benyamin Esho Yelda (Des Plains, [

Fhate zmat Nawas Comiribwive Bempamin Yadds

rum

SENIOR SCOUT MEMBERS IN BRITISH GARDEN.

in a Station garden are part of Troop A" led by Benyamin Esho Yalda. Back row (1

te WZM“ T g o S
on row v wh viya

Qassim Saada Esho W mlk':hm:i Mammu

ﬁjﬁ. seated (i lo r‘ Emm Buwmfn. Nmor& Kim (British Instruc-

oukama Sarm houn Gewargis Dantel, Yi Es
Mwwndmmmm:m”m o o

Mhade wnd Mgy Coaivibuier famprmiy Vrids
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The yo members came of age and followed
their fathers’ footsteps by working for the RAF,, a
few of them falling oul of step and giving up the
Scout march. Others were attracted away by adult
interests, such as sports and socizl life of the com-
munity, Some of the older boys and wirls got a
strong whiff of the sweet smells of romance and got
inarried and gave their time toraising a family. And
still a few others began leaving to establish a more
secure base for themselves and their families
other towns or in other countries. And finally when
the British handed Habbaniva over to the Iragi
Government in May 1955, the 1st Habbaniya Scout
and Girl Guide Groups disbanded.

International Friendship

The Boy Scout and Girl Guide Organizations are
an international movement. As at 1986, some 10
million boys, youngmen and adults in 120 countries
subscribed to the Boy Scout movement, while the
Girl Guide (or Girl Scout) world-wide membership
was more than eight million, encompassing some
108 countries. Both Organizations embrace the
Movement's universal principles and are united in
their hond of brotherhood amd sisterhood, inde
pendent from political influence and control. They
share an ideal of international friendship that over-
steps boundaries of race, relimon, cusioms and
language.

How It Began

The movement for both Organizations was
founded by Robert Stephenson Smyth Baden-
Powell. It all started in 1899 when he was an officer
in India, He wroté a handbook called Auds To Scoul-
g for NCOs and Men. It was about soldiers’ suryi
val in the Geld.

A womnn named Charlotte Mason was so im-
pressed by the book that she used it as a text to train
teachers in acollege she founded. The book was also
adopted by some young boys during the South Afri:
can Boer War. They were members of a Cadet Corps
and wereatrracted by the idea of being scouts. Th :}‘-
carried messages and supplies from the British
Army supply headquarters at a small South African
towr called Mafeking,

Mafeking was encircled by a large Boer force [or
217 days! Robert Baden-Powell led a force of BOD
men against some 9,000 soldiers besieging the
town, and was acclaimed as the Hero of Mafeking!
He became the youngest Major-General ini the Ariny
the following year.

Baden Powell designed a urmuform for the South
Airican Constabulary, which he orgamzed, fallow-
ing the Boer War The uniform was later adopted as
the Boy Scout uniform, .

A year alter retiring from the Army in 1906,
Baden-Powell discussed with the founder of the

Boy's Brigade, Sir William Smith, an experimental
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England.

camp, which he held at Brownsea Island in Poole
Harbourfrom July 25 to August 8, 1907, He was the
Scoutmaster at the camp, using his military train-
ing methods. It was the first camp held, and 1t
in?ired him to rewrite his army handbook, calling
it Scouting for Bovs. Ulustrating 1t with his own
sketches, he published the book in 1908, and before
the yvear was out, it had been translated into five

other languages! It was the beginning of the Boy
Scout march!

Girls Join the March

During a 1909 Boy Scout rully in London, Baden-
Powell noticed a formation of girls in a uniform
similar —except for the skirt — tothat of the boys
They were marching behind the boys. Baden-
Powell discovered that the girle had read his Scout-
ing for Boys and were duplicting the boys’ activities
on their own. He instructed that a girls’ organiza-
tion also be formed and asked his sister Agnes to
help organize it. The next year the Organization
was established and officially named the Girl Guides
Association, with Agnes Baden-Powell as its first
president,

Agnes was as keen about the Girl Guiding as her
brother was about Bov Scouting. She wrote and
distributed a weekly paper and training pamphlets




for the Association. She also published a rewritten
edition of her brother’s Scouting for Boys and called
it How Girls Can Help Build Up The Empive. It
contained similar activities applicable to Boy
Scouts.

The Girl Guides contributed to the war effort
during the First World War in various ways. This
was an achievement for women in those days and it
earned them the respect of the general public!

Love and Laurels

King Edward VII, who had shown much interest
in the Scouting movement, knighted Baden-Powell
in 1909 in appreciation of his service to boys. The
king also introduced the King’s Scout Badge, which
was later changed to Queen’s Scout Badge by
Queen Elizabeth. The British Royal Family, and
many world leaders, have always patronized and
supported the Boy Scout and Girl Guide
movements,

At 55, Baden-Powell married, in 1912, Olave St.
Clair Soames, who was only 17 years old, Olave was
appointed County Commissioner for Guides in Sus-
sex in 1916 and toured England with her husband
in support of the Scout and Guide movements.

At the World Jamboree in 1920, Baden-Powell
was acclaimed as Chief Scout of the World. He was
the only person to ever hold that title. Baden-
Powell’s wife, Olave, also became the Chief Guide of
the Girl Guides. And in the same year, King George
V invested Baden-Powell with a Barondage. Baden-
Powell took his title from Gilwell Park and became
Lord Baden-Powell of Gilwell. The park is the
international training center for Scouts located just
outside London.

Lord Baden-Powell worked tirelessly throughout
his life to promote world brotherhood through
Scouting without hinderance by national boundar-
ies. And his wife toured the world extensively,
speaking and promoting the network of sisterhood
in Girl Guiding. She was very dedicated to her mis-
sion in making the Movement available to all girls
the world over.

Today, 90 years after the birth of the Scouting
Movement, certain acts and symbols established by
its creator are familiar throughout the world, with
slight variations for the Girl Guides:

® “Be Prepared” — the motto of Boy Scouting

® Scout Promise and Law — similar worldwide
pledge of duty to God and country

e Badge — Basic trefoil design

® Scout sign — three-finger sign of personal honor

® Handclasp — left-hand clasp

® Patrol system — smaller units within the larger
group

® Good turn — basic ideal for Boy Scouts

The Last Post
During his last years, Lord Baden-Powell lived in
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Africa, and died there in 1941. He was buried in the
shadow of Mount Kenya, in Nyeri. The inscription
on his tombstone reads: ‘“Robert Baden-Powell,
Chief Scout of the World, born February 22, 1857,
died January 8, 1941.” Etched into the stone are the
Scout and Guide Badges and the familiar circle with
the dot in the center meaning “Gone Home™"!

Olave Baden-Powell died in 1977, 36 years after
her husband.

Note: Read about other aspects of Habbaniya in the
next i1ssue.

-

- - - - - -

ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE
ASSYRIAN FOUNDATION OF
AMERICA IN 1991

This year was the 14th anniversary of the publi-
cation of Nineveh magazine. Through its media we
are attempting to keep Assyrians informed of their
history, language and culture. Although the cost is
substantial, we feel that it serves an important
purpose.

An ongoing commitment since the inception of
this organization has been financial assistance for
Assyrian students and educational projects. This
year $7,300 was expended.

The program, begun in 1990, to help Assyrians in
Turkey, was continued this year. In additon, the
flare-up 1n Iraq and the Persian Gulf war has
caused several thousand Assyrians to be homeless
and destitute. Some money was expended to help
these Assyrian refugees. A total of $11,100 was
given for these causes.

To encourage Assyrian writers and publishers
the Assyrian Foundation spent $4,050 to purchase
some of their books that were published in 1991, We
help to sell some of these books but most are given
as complimentary gifts to those who make substan-
tial donations to the Foundation. We feel it is very
important for these writers and publishers to con-
tinue to produce literary, historical and educational
books about Assyrians.

To sum up, the Assyrian Foundation of America
expended a total of $22,450 in 1991 for Assyrian
causes. This shows that even though an organiza-
tion is small (120 members) it can make great
accomplishments when it has really dedicated
members.

It ts with much gratitude that we wish to
acknowledge also the gracious and humanitarian
gesture extended to us by the friends and suppor-
ters of the Assyrian Foundation whose gifts of sup-
port made it possible for us to meet some of these
needs. It is our hope and prayer that they will con-
tinue with their kindness and concern in these
worthy causes.



SARGON’S WISH

ATTEMPTS TO RESTORE AN ANCIENT AND GLORIOUS ASSYRIAN CITY

“According to my heart’s tnclination |
have built a city on the plain of Nineveh, at
the foot of Mount Musri and I have called it
Dur Sharrukin . . . [ have written my name
and laid it in the foundation of the walls,
Whoever would destray the creation of my
hands. would remove the accounis of my
exploils, let Ashur the great lord, destroy his
name and posterily on earth."

King Sargon 11
{from o pawipdief pooduced Iy the Lowire Musgnm)

The Lamasu (winged, human headed bulls or
lions) protected ancient Assyria's cities and towns
from evil, much like statues or symbols of saints
today protect churches and homes,

Today, however, the Lamasu is 2 symbol of Assy-

rian nationaliem, a relic reminding them of the
greatness and majesty of their ancestors. One sees
miniature sculptures of it in Assyrian homes, draw-
ings of it on shirts, It hangs in gold form around the
necks of young men and women, and serves as a
sign of pride in identily as a sticker on cars. An
Assyrian soccer team in Chicago plays under its
ga;nu — and has won numerous championships
olng so.

The Pride of Sargon 11

The Lamasu that is housed at the University of
Chicago's Oriental Institute comes from the palace
of King Sargon [1in Dur Sharrukin, the brief capital
city &U the Assyriuns.

Early in his reign as emperor, Sargon had lived in
the ancient holy capital of Ashur, the city which
was named after the supreme being of the land, and
which gave its pame to the entire territory and
people of Assyria, In Ashur, the King conducted

The Lamasus in the Oviental Institute
has a turned head, unlike other Lamasus.
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various restoration and beautiiication projects. He
then moved to Kalhu and restored the palace of
Ashurnamnrpal, handing it to his crown prince when
the work was done. Next was Nineveh, where Sar-
gon repaired the temples of Nabu and Marduk. For
various political and personal reasons, Sargon de-
cided to build a new capital for Lhe empire.

“An appropriate site was found at Maganuba,”
states A_ T. Olmstead, “'a half-ruined town to the
northeast of Nineveh, at the foot of the barren
Musri hiils. The soil was largely clay, thus furnish-
ing a good and cheap building material. The ground
was fertile and trees were then more frequent —
palms, olives, figs, and oranges . . . Nearby were
alabaster quarries, from which slabs for the sculp-
tures might be taken " [Olmstead, p. 270] The site
was strategical as well, and this may be confirmed
by the fact that it served as the main base for the
Iragi army during the conflict with the Kurds dur-
ing the early 1970s. [Saggs, p. 98]

This land, however, was not government owned,
and so Sargon had to purchase it from three men
who had been granted land deed by Adadnirari [11.
Sargon paid the men with land in another city.
Those who did not accept were paid with cash — at
the original cost of the estate.

Led by the chief architect, Tab-shar Ashur, one of
the greatest of accomplishments in Assyrian art
and architecture was initiated. From various parts
of the empire, materials and workmen were brought
to glﬂrify the new city and palace.

et within one year of the dedication of Dur
Sharrukin, Sargon lost lus life fighting on the east-
ern border of the Assyrian empire in 705 B.C, With
the death of the King, the city was largely deserted.
During the fall of the Assyrian empire, Dur Shar-
rukin was burned along with other Assyrian cities.
Despite its destruction, it survived to be renamed
Khorsabad in honor of the Sassanid hero Choser-
hoes. Even during the Arab middle ages, Sarghun
was recalled.

Dur Sharrukin — Chicago — Paris

The Lamasu that is contained in the Oriental
[nstitute, along with various other sculptures
and reliefs, was brought from Dur Sharrukindur-
ing the Oriental Institute's excavations from
1928-1935. Yet the city of Dur Sharrukin was
unearthed first in 1843 by Paul Emile Botta, the
consul for France in Mosul. Botia sent to the Lou-
vre Museum the ""best preserved pieces among
the gypseous alabaster reliefs which covered the
base of the brick walls,”" according to a Louvre
pamphlet.

The Lamasu at the Oriental Institute, unlike oth.
ers now in the various museums around the world,

has the unique feature of a turned head — all others
face the front.
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Proud of his work. Sculplor
Michel Bourbon stands next lo a
cast of the head of the Lamasu.

Lafarge Coppee, a plaster manufacturing corpo-
ration, working with the Louvre museum and the
Oriental Institute of Chicago, has embarked on a
project of reproducing the Lamasu figure in Chi-
cago, and creating its copy in Paris. The work began
in Chicago on April 10, 1991, and culminated with
the removing of the mold on May 9, 1991, The pro-
ject, estimated at $170,000, was sponsored by
Lafarge Coppee, 2 group that has previously spon-
sored other restorations.

Overseeing the tion will be sculptor/res-
torer Michel Bourbon. Born in 1937, Bourbon has
been responsible for the reproduction of such works
as Donatallo’s Saint Mark in the Church of Saint
Michael in Florence in 1990, The copy of the
Lamasu, to be made in Paris in the summer of 1992,
will be composed of alabaster and gypsum mixed
with whitewash as an amalgamating agent. The
entire Lamasu copy will be structured with stain-
less steel.

The Lamasu statue will be on display in one of the
two courtyards of the Richelieu Wing, called the
Courtyard of Khorsabad, towards the end of 1993,
Along other reliefs from Sargon's palace at Dur
Sharrukin, the collection will be behind protective
glass, attempting to conjure, in an awkward man-
ner, the glory of Dur Sharrukin.

Relerences

mstead, AT History of Assyrin, The University of Chicago, 1523
Sagen, HW.F. The Might That Was Assyrio. Sidwick & Jackson,

1984
— by Robert DeKelaita



The sculptor, Miche!l Bourbon (left),
discusses his artistic work.
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MALIK LAWCO OF TKHUMA
1902 - 1977
by Solomon {(Sawa) Solomon

The roll of honor of the Assyrian heroes in this
century contains Lhe names of many people who
fought and sacrificed in order that the Assyrian
nation would survive and have a future. Among
the immortals are names of peaple like Mar
Benymin Shiman, Agha Patrus, Malik Kambar,
Rab Khaila David, Malik Yaco, Rafael Khan,
Malik Lawco and numerous others who, during
the first half of this century, tried to find & home-
land and hope for future generations.

The subject of this article is one of them,
namely Malik Lawco Shlemon of Tkhumn, who
came [rom the house of Badawi. A branch of that
family had moved to the land of Timar, near Lake
Van,in 1704 and established a dynasty that ruled
over the eleven Assyrian villages of Timar, The
last of this line was Malik Youkhanna Badawi
who died in 1918 during the Assyrian retreal
from Urmia to Baquba. He was the grandfather of
the author's mother. However, the last of the
main line of the Badawis in Tkhuma was our own
hero, Malik Lawco Shlemon.

Malik Laweo was 13 years old when his father,
Shlemon, along with other members of his fam-
ily, including his cousin Malik Giwargs, the
chief of Tkhuma, were killed by the joint Turkish-
Kurdish forces sweeping the area during World
War 1, During his formative years between 1915
and 1918, he participated in all the mililary cam-
paigns conducted by the Assyrians, armed and
equipped by the Czarist Russians, against a host
of enemies including Turks, Kurds, and Persians
in the Azerbaijan province of Iran. In 1918 he
arrived in Baquba, Iraq with the rest of the Assy-
rian refugees coming from Urmia, Iran. At the
age of 18 he was appainted camp supervisor by
the British Mandatery forces, in charge of hun-
dreds of newly arriving .

In 1923 Maslik Lawco joined the Assyrian
Levies, an army organized by the British occupa-
tion forces to defend Iraq from internal and
external enemies. Inreturn, the British promised
to help the Assyrians establish an independent
homeland north of Iraq. He resigned from the
Levies in 1933 with great disappointment upon
realizing that the sacrifices the Assyrians had
made had been in vain. He and other Assyrian
leaders met in Mosul with Iraqi government offi-
cials, Colonel Stafford, the British Administra-
tive Inspector in Iraﬁ and Major Thompson, the
League of Nations advisor for the Assyrian set-
tlement in Irag. When talks about settlement
failed, he and Malik Yacoof u Tiyari left for
Syna to negotiate with the French, who were

then the mandatory power in that country, for
gettlement of the Assyrians there. Thousands
left Iraq and followed their leaders. There was an
exchange of fire at the border between the Assy-
rian forces and regular Iraqi army troop under
General Bakr Sadqi, a Kurd with Turkish sym-
pathies, during which Malik Lawco was wound-
ed. The Assyrians crossed back to Syria and
sought refuge there. In 1934.35 the Assyrians
were settled in Khabor, Syria, with funds from
the League of Nations.

Captain Malik Lawco

In 1948-50 Malik Lawco with Malik Daniel
were chosen to go to Brazil to negotiate the set-
tlement of the Assyrians in that country. This
effort at national salvation was spearheaded by
the Assyrian overseas seltlement committee,
headed by Malik Lawco, Malik Daniel, and Yusuf
Malik, achieving partial success when the gov-
ernment of Brazil offered to settle thousands of
Assyrian families in the states of Goyaz and
Minas Geraes. However, in the end it failed
because of lack of funds.

With his wife, Nimo Nisan Badawi, and the
children, Malik Lawco left Syria in 1967 to settle
in Lebanon. Immigrating to the U.S. in 1972, he
devoted the rest of his life to writing a book based
on his memoirs covering 50 years of struggle for
hisnation. On May 20, 1977 he died in Chicago, IL
at theage of 75. May he rest in peace. The author
wishes here to express his gratitude to Helen
Badawi who provided much of the material for
this article.



An Assyrian convoy arriving in Qamishli, Khabor, Syria in 1935. Later these
raffugmrs, who were mostly from the upper Tiari tribe and Thhuma, were settled
along the banks of the Khabor river in agriculfural communifies,

o \J

Settlement of Assyrians in Tl Tamar in 1934 along Khabor river.
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ASSYRIAN SETTLEMENTS ON THE BANKS OF
THE KHABOR RIVER, HASAKAH, SYRIA
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THE EAST IS OUR LAST HOPE

Scholar Abrohom Nuro lectures at the Assyrian
American Association of Chicago

The well known and respected Abrohom Nuro, an
Assytian facobite scholar from Aleppo, spoke in a
lecture sponsored by the Ashurbanipal Library and the
Assyrian American Association of Chicago, on August
11 of this year. Although the topic of Nuro's lecture
was the state of Assyrians in Syria, he elaborated at
great length on the importance of curbing Assyrian
emigration to the Wesl, "and even beginning (o start
reverse emigration from the West."

Nuro informed the audience that the Assyrian
population of Syria, which is currently between 85,000-
120,000, has remained constant, or continues to drop, as
a direct result of emigration.

Ower one thousand dollars was raised by members of
tshe audience tor Nuro's language teaching project in
¥Tiad.

"The true Assyrian will not entice his
relatives to come to Western
countries. If we encourage our
Paopla to leave the Middle East,
hen surely we will lose our identi
and culfure. You who are in the West,
whether you like what | have to say or
not, must agree with me. In the East,
we will keep our culture, Ianguuga
and identity. This is not possible in the
West...sooner or later we will be
assimilated. It is only possible to
preserve our ethnicity in the East!’

Abrohem Nuro
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ZOWAA'S REPRESENTATIVE INVITED TO
WASHINGTON

INTRODUCTION
Mr, Jalal Talabani, Co-Chairman of the
[raqi Kurdistan Front was invited by the

U.S. State Department to Washington, D, C.
to commence a dialogue and establish a
better understanding of the objectives of
the opposition. Mr. Talabani headed a
delegation consisting of representatives
from four Kurdish parties, the Assyrian
National Movement (ZOWAA), the Iraqi
Communist Party and the Turkoman
People Party.

Dr. Lincoln Malik had organized an
Assyrian delegation to go to Washington
on Thursday, Sepiember 26th 10 meet the

Iraqi Kurdistan Front Delegates and the
various U.S. congressional leaders that
were scheduled to meet with the Iragi

Front Delegation. The purpose of the visit
was to establish a dialogue with the Iraqi
Kurdistan Front and convey to the U.S.
congressional leaders the support of
Assyrians in the USA for  the Iraqi
Kurdistan Front.

Dr. Malik asked Youel A Baaba and
David Lazar 1o go on Monday, September
23rd to establish contact with the Iraqi
Front. The Iragi Kurdistan Front Delegates
managed to visit a pumber of key
congressional leaders and committees and
to participate in official receptions, public
meelings, radio and television interviews.
On September 26th, the Deiegates flew to
New York to visit with the Secretary
General of the United Nations and other
key representatives., Dr. Lincoln Malik
flew to New York on Thursday, September
26th to meet the delegates and participate

in their meetings. The following
constituted the Iragi Kurdistan Front
Delegation.
KURDISTAN FRONT DELEGATION

Jalal Talabani, Secretary-General

Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK)

Hoshyar Zebari, KDP Chief Representative
Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP)
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by: Youel A Baaba
Rassoul Mamaned, Secretary General
Kurdistan Socialist Party (KSP)

Yacoub Yousif, Politburo Member
Assyrian Democratic Movement (ZOWAA)

Brusk Shaways, Politburo Member

Kurdistan People's Democratic Party
(KPDP)

Fakhri Karim, Politburo Member

Iraqi Communist Party (ICP), Kurdistan
Region

Muzafar Arslan, Secretary General
Iraqi Turkoman People Party

The following individuals accompanied
the official delegation to various meetings:

Dr. Najmaldin O Karim, President
Kurdish National Congress

Dr. Barham Salih,
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan

Mr. Muhyeddin R Abdullah
Kurdistan Democratic Party

Mr. Youel A Baaba, Supporter of
Assyrian Democratic Movement

Mr. David W Lazar, Supporter of
Assyrian Democratic Movement

\CTIVITIES OF THE IRAQ] FRONT
DELEGATION

The following list represents the
names of congressional leaders,
committees and institutions visited by the
Iraqi Front Delegation:

Staff Briefing, House Armed Services and
Select Intelligence Committees

Senator George Mitchell, Majority Leader

Congressman Jim Bilbray, Nevada



Meceting, House Foreign Affairs and Armed
Services Committees

Briefing and Reception,
Congressional Human Rights Foundation

Senator Edward M Kennedy
Senator Bob Dole
Senator Albert Gore, Jr.

Senator Claiborne Pell, Chairman
Senate Foreign Relations Commitiee

IHE FRONT'S MESSAGE

The message delivered by
representatives of the Iraqi Delegation to

various Congressional leaders, public
meetings and  interviews may be
summarized as follows:

» The Kurds are not asking for an
independent Kurdistan. The Iragqi
Kurdistan Front is asking for a
democratic and secular Iraq where
the rights of all of its citizens are

guaranteed.

+ Mr. Talabani questioned why President
George Bush is not calling for a
democrauc Iraq when he is calling for
the same in the Soviet Union,
Afghanistan, and other parts of the world.
He wurged the congressional leaders
to impress upon the President the
urgency of demanding a democratic
Iraq.

« A number of congressional leaders

stated that the President is not supporting
the opposition directly because of his
consideration for Turkey which has
almost 15 millions Kurds. Mr. Talabani
replied by stating that he had met
President Ozal of Turkey who assured him

that he is for a democratic lraq and an
autonomous Kurdistan within the borders
of Iraq.

* Mr. Talabani stated that the Irag
Kurdistan Front has negotiated a draft
agreement with the central government

in Baghdad, but to date the agreement has
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main
U. S.
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signed. One of his
objectives is o obtain from the
administration their reaction (o
proposed agreement.

not been

* Mr. Talabani stated that during his
negotiations with the central government
in Baghdad, he was told that Assyrians and
Turkomans should be dropped from the
agenda., The government's claim is
that all Assyrians are considered
Arab Christians. The Turkomans are
new arrivals in the country, they have
been in Iraq only about 500 years and as
such are considered guests. If they are not
happy, they can go back to Turkey.

« The Congressional Human Rights
Foundation sponsored a public
presentation where Mr. Talabani outlined

his position and answered questions from

the audience.

During the question and answer
period, this writer asked Mr. Phillips who
was chairing the meeting if he would
allow a comment on his introduction and
also a question to Mr. Talabani. The
comments about Mr.  Phillips' introduction
were as follows: "The Assyrians in the

United States are pleased to hear
that the foundation is working so
diligently to assist the Kurdish
refugees and to bring their plight
to the attention of the U. 8.
congress., However, the Assyrians
are disappointed that they are left
out and not officially mentioned",
The writer reminded Mr. Phillips, "that

among the victims of the current situation
in Iraq are over one million Assyrians
whose  situation is worst than the Kurds.
This is due to the fact that besides being a
minority they are also Christians and as
such are discriminated by many quarters
in the country". Mr. Phillips response was
that neither he nor his organization will
ever again forget the Assyrians.

The writer asked Mr. Talabani to state
what would be his position if the central
government insists to drop the Assyrians
from the negotiations. He further pointed
out that Assyrians lived and ruled Iraq
before both Arabs and Kurds. Assyrians
arec not Arabs and will never consider
themselves Arabs. Mr. Talabani answered



as follows: The Assyrian Democratic
Movement {is an official party in the
Iraqi Kurdistan Front, it has the
same veto power as all the other
parties. He stated publicly that he
will mnot sign any agreement unless
the rights of Assyrians and
Turkomans are guaranteed as those
of the Kurds.

« On two other occasions Mr. Talabani
stated that he recognizes Assyrians as a
separate nationality entitled to same
rights and privileges as all other
minorities in Iraq. He stated that he
recognizes the Assyrian Democratic
Movement as the sole official
representative party of the
Assyrians in Iraq.

+ Another significant staitement of Mr.
Talabani that should be noted is this. He
denounced in strong language the
cowardly act of Simko in the
assassination of Mar Benyamin
Shimum, Patriarch of Assyrians. He
stated that all Kurds consider this a

despicable act and hope that the Assyrians
will forgive and forget it and continue to
work with the Kurds for a peaceful and
brotherly coexistence in Iraq.

ASSYRIAN DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENT'S
MESSAGE

Mr. VYacoub Yousif's message 1o the
various Congressional leaders may be
summarized as follows:
= Assyriaas have heen, and
continue to be, loyal citizens of
Iraqg; they do not support
dismemberment of the country.
Assyrians in Irag, and the Assyrian
Democratic Movement, seek the
establishment of a democratic system
where the rights of all nationalities are
guaranteed.

« Assyrians are not Arabs. They do
no intend to become Arabs
notwithstanding the Iraqi
government's attempt to describe
them as such. Assyrians have a great

history and civilization of their own, cne
which has made significant  contributions

a0

to the advancement of human civilization.
If given the opportunity, Assyrians will
ptay a vital role in the modernization,
advancement and stability of Iraq.

« Assyrians seek to live peacefully
and in cooperation with all other
Iragis. They expect to be accepted and
treated as equally as any other nationality
of the country.

demand
national

« In particuvlar,
the recognition of their
identity, guarantee the right to
elect their own representatives and
the freedom to retain their cultural
identity.

Assyrians

+ Assyrians want the  United States and

the other  United Nations members who
are currently dealing with the lragi
situation to acknowledge their status
as distinctive people, and to provide
the means for their safety and
security.

OTHER NOTEWORTHY CONTACTS

= In the course of a meeting with

Congressman Jim Bilbray (Nevada), he
pointed out to the Iragi Kurdistan Front
that he had received a number of letters
from within the United States, voicing
their concern that aid to the Kurds must
be linked to protection and well being of
Assyrians in the area, so that the tragedies
of the First World War will not be repeated.
Congressman Bilbray went on to point out
that there are less than 5,000 Kurds in the
U.S. compared with hundreds of thousands
of Assyrians. He pointedly suggested to the
Iraqi  Front that it should take advantage
of this Assyrian connection (o advance
their collective cause in this country.

CONCLUSTONS

« The presence of an Assyrian delegate
from Irag was crucial in the objective of

having the various Congressional
leaders acknowledge the Assyrian
national identity, and in advancing
the idea that it is mnecessary 1o provide

Assyrians in Iraq the same assistance and
prolection as may be  planned for the
Kurds.



» Assyrians In the Unlted States
have totally failed to vraise the
consciousness of the American
government about the needs and
conditions of our people in the
Middle East. In that sense this meeting
was an important [irst step.

*» Assyrians lack a national
leadership which can speak with =3
single and suthoritative voice on
matters of nalional significance.

= Assyrians  in this country bhave failed
to cultivate the goodwill of the Americans

and of their representatives, which is a
necessary pre-requisite if we are to gain
assistance and  protection for our
compatriols.
IRAOI FRONT IN NEW YORK

On  September 26th, the Iraqi

Delegation went 1o New York to meet with
various representatives 4t the United
Nations. Dr. Lincoln Malik travelled to New
York to parnicipate with the Zowaa's
represcniative in the various meclings.

The Delegation met with the Chairman
of the Sccurity Councll and the office of
the Secreiary General and representative
of Grea! Britain and France.

From New York, the Delegation went
back to Washingion for a finsl meeling al
the Staie Depanment,

The Delegation departed United States
heading for London where it held meeting
with the Secretary of Foreign Affairs. The
Delegation wvisited France and OCermany
and held meetlings with the high officials.

ZOWAA'S REPRESENTATIVE REVISITS
USA
Mr. Yacoub Yousil, Zowan's

representative has been invited back o
Washingion, D.C. to meet with the Sute
Depariment again. He will spend a few
weeks here wisiling the various Assyrian
communitics o meet the lacal
arganizations and to speak (0 Assyrians at
large.

The primary objective of Mr. Yousif is
10 acquaint the Assyrians in this country
with the present siwation in  northern
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them of the wvarious
Zowaa 1o secure the
of Assyrians. At the
the Zowaa's program

Irag and 1o appraise
efforts undertaken by
gafety and prolection
same time to outline

for securing Assyrian rights in their
country.
Mr. Yacoub Yousif is wurging all

Assyrian organizations and individuals to
respond to the pleas of their brothers and
sisters who are in desperate nesd for help.
He points out that this help may be
channelled thru the offices of Zowaa or
directly distributed by any Assyrian
representative  from  United States. Zowaa
will provide all the protection and
services needed for the representatives
who wish to come to northern Irag and
assist the Assyrians.

Supponiers of Zowaa have developed an
extensive program for his wisit and to
raise (unds for our ncedy compatriots. The
aid will be  distributed to all Assynans
without any distinction as to their tribe.
village or church affiliation.

We wrge all Assyrians 1o come forward
and show their generosity to assist our
brothers and sisters in this their darkest
hour. God bless you all.

E
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DXNATE TO THE
ASSYRIAN DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENT

Make checks payabie to:

F —————

| ASSYRIAN AID SOCIETY OF AMERICA

41 Sutter Street, Suite 1534
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A BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
AT 90

Maria Badal, who turned 90 in August
1991, was honored with a birthday party
where all her family had gathered, She 1s the
daughter of Sargis and Anna of Shamsha-
jivan, Urmia, Iran. Maria was |7 when her
family fled to Baquba, Iragin 1918 with other
Assyrian refugees. One vear later still at
Baquba refugee camps living in tents, Maria
got married to Eramia Badal. Two vears later
they left for Mosul, where all the children
were born. With the passing of her husband
in 1947, the family decided to move to Bagh-
dad, where they lived for 19 years whence
they emigrated to the United States settling
in the San Francisco area,

All her sons and daughters with their fami-
lies, and her sisters were present at the 90th
birthday, including her son Fredrick and his
wife, who flew in from Ohio for the occasion.

Maria is a regular attendant at the Foun-
dation’s meetings and functions. In the past
she has made many “Kade'' Assyrian pastry
and donated them to the Foundation. Four of
her children, Phrydon (author of the book
The Constant Endeavor), Ferdinand, Flor
ence and Germaine have been faithful mem-
bers of the Foundation for many years.

We salute Maria on this 90th birthday.
Though small in stature, she is still active
and lively. We all enjoy her company and
conversation, and wish her the best.

| \ 3y

Maria flanked by ;ﬁdr &uugh:m. Germatne

(teft) and Florence Adam (right). Standing, her
son Alfred and his wife Jane.

Maria with her sister Almas, and granson Gil-
bert Adam.

= i
Maria blowing away the cake.



Sitting, Maria flanked by
her daughters Germaine
fleft) and Florence (right).
Standing (I to r), Lorraine,
Andrew, Almas Malham
and Lisa Solomon.

(L tor), Bert Sargis, Phry-
don Badal and his wife
Conceicao.

Left couple, Baba Adam
and hiswife Florence. Right
couple, Ferdinand Badal
and his wife Barbara.
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1917, Kmﬂmg class at a Cathaf:c schw! in Urmm.
fran. Maria is srandmgm the faﬁ row second from lefl.
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Maria (seated} with her sisters, |
tor, Almas Malkam, Clara Badal,
Najeeba George, Lisa Solomon.

(L 26 r), Maria,

Florence and Baba f{

Adam. ) .. !1 f
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ATOUR OF SWEDEN

by Lucrece de Matran
Buckinghamshire, England

My friend Susie and | recently vigsited Sweden
where we met many Assyrians, During the lasi
two decades there hag been a large scale immi-
gration of Assyrians to Sweden from Tur Abdin
(Southeast Turkey) especially, and from other
Middle Eastern countries. In Jonkoping we at
tended the wedding of the son of the Assyrian

riest and & beautiful Assyrian girl from Syria
uliana Jindo of California was the singer who
entertained the guests. The weather was gor
geous. In this city | was interested to see the
factory of 3 Stars Maiches that bhrought back
memories of Baghdad, where they were popular.
We then visited the 17th century city of Gothen-
burg where Volvo cars and Hasselblad cameras
are headquarted. The Assyrians here have a
sizeable community and a church whese priestis
Rev. William,

The mamn part of oor tour was northern Swe-
den, above the Arctic Circle, called Lapland. There
ethnic Scandinavians herd their reindeer up in
the ¢ool north. They have their own culture and
history. In the town of Kiruna where we landed, 2
great number of refugees — Assynans, Kurds,
Persians — have been settled. We did meel many
Assyrians here and they are well provided for by

Left tori

t: Lucrece de Matran, a cousin of the bride,

the Swedish government. Kiruna, now a large
town, did nol exist prior to 1900, It started to
mushroom when iron was discovered. It 15 also
the site of one of the largest Swedish space cen:
ters. Here we experienced continuous daylight as
it is during six summer months, and continuous
darkness during six months of winter.

We also visiled the village of Karousuands,
farther north, half of which s in Sweden and the
other part in Finland, separating the two by a
large lake, connected by a bridge. We strolled
alon% the bridge, and on both sides there are a
number af small shops where Laplanders sell
handicrafts. Other boutiques, craft shops, res
taurants and tourist-oriented businesses set the
tone.

As for the Assvrians ingeneral in Sweden they
are mainly located in the south and are doing
fine. They have picked up the Swedish language
easily. The Assyrians of the Jacobite faith in
Soodertalje, a suburb of Stockholm, are well
organized and publish the magazine Hwada
Other Assyrians are still in the stages of getting
organized — they havea small meeting house and
4 commillee.

From Sweden we went to Paris where [ at-
tended a seminaron history, my favorite subject.
Overall, our trip was very pleasant and sduca-
timllial. and especially seeing our Assyrians doing
well.

the bride, Juliana Jindo, and Susie.
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The Bride and the Groom
entering the hall.

Shaikhani dancing
at the wedding,

Lucrece de Matran
i Finland,
Sweden in
far background.




David Yonan, Young Assyrian
Violinist, Studies in U.S.

The Assyrian community has a rare oppor-
tunity to grasp the prestige attached to the
international classical music stage. David
Yonan has the talent to achieve world sta-
ture as a virtuoso concert violinist. But he
needs your financial assistance now.

David Yonan is a seventeen-year-old Assy-
rian from Germany who has exhibited great
musical talent throughout his amateur ca-
reer. At age ten, David joined the Wiltners-
dorf Youth Orchestra as its youngest mem-
ber ever. Since David’s debut performance
with the Berlin Philharmonicat age thirteen,
he has continually received critical acclaim.
He has performed numerous symphonies, as
well as violin recitals, He made his United
States debut with piano accompanist Profes-
sor Joan Coulter in Turlock, California, in
May 1990.

Recently, David Yonan has been awarded a
scholarship for musical achievement at the
Minneapolis, Minnesota University. This
scholarship will enable David to reach even
greater goals in the world of classical music.
Even though this scholarship allows David
the opportunity to further his studies, it falls
short of addressing all the expenses attached
to living away from home. David needs your
contributions to augment his subsistence
funds while he attends school.

The return on your investment will be felt
by yvou and the entire Assyrian community.
David Yonan may possibly fill the spotlight
now occupied by world famous violinists
Menuhin and Heifitz.

If you'd like to contact David to find out
more about his goals or to send your generous
contributions, please write or call:

David Yonan

c/o Professor Rowland Vamos
2425 Humbolt Avenue South
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55405
Tel: (612) 377-0125

Thank you for your generosity, thought-

fulness, and community pride.
(Gabrail Yosip Sayad
222] London Circle
Modesto, CA 95356
Tel: (209) 521-5989

Editor’s Note: In the past the Assyrian Foundation
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of America has extended financial assistance to David
Yonan We have responded positively to the call by
sending David a check for $500.00, and I am confident
that come next year we will contribute again. It is our
hope and praver that individuals and organizations
will likew1se respond graciously to this appeal.

YOUEL A. BAABA LIBRARY
ACQUIRES A HISTORICAL
DOCUMENT

Recently, the Youel A. Baaba Library acquired
a Christmas card sent by the late General Agha
Petros Elia d'Baz to Mr. Sargis Y. Baaba. The
card isdated December 25, 1929 and is written in
the General's own handwriting, The message on
the card 1s the Lord’s prayer and it is signed by
the General as commander of the Assyrian forces.

Mr. Sargis Baaba was the Counsel General for
the Persian Government in Chicago during and
after the First World War. The card and other old
pictures were discovered in the papers of Mr.
Baaba by his grandson.
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Assyrian Nisibin School of the East
Svdney, Australia

Since its establishment 1 1986 438 students
have attended the Assyrian Nisibin School of the
East. At present about 150 students are registered
in pre-school and kindergarten through the seventh
grade. The preschool, kindergarten and second
El;ade have two classes of students each; the others

ve one class, for a total of twelve clagses, The
schonl is run by twelve teachers and three adminis-
trators. Classes run from 2:00 p.m. to 500 p.m.
every day and are held in a second grade public
schoal.

Instructions for all classes include reading and
writing Assyrian language, the study of grammar
as w:l? as the history of the Church of the East.
Assyrian history lessons are also given for the

fourth through the seventh grades. In addition,
students in the seventh grade class are taught clas-
sical Assyniac (Syrisc or Aramaic — Lesshana
Atecka).

Students who excel in their studiés are recog-
nized with certificates of excellence. Nisibin school
participates on a yearly basis with other nationali-
ties in different cultural functions such as drama,
folk dancing, etc. The school receives $2000.00 a
year from the Australian government towards its
EXPEnses.

¢ applaud the Ancient Church of the East in
thus effort to keep the Assyrian language, tradition
and identity alive. We wish to extend our thanks to
the Australian government for thewr financial as
sistance, and care for ethnic groups.
Informution gmd pivtiords vubamittod by Abigpell Darvawdsh

Assyrian Nisibin School of the East in Sydney, Australia. Teachers and students with His
Holiness Mar Addai 11 of the Ancient Church of the East.
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Seated; His Holiness Mar Addai 11 of the Ancient Church of the East.
Instructors of the Assyrian Nisibin School of the East in Sydney,
Australia.

Left to right; Palros Daniel, Zata Yacouh, Khoshaba Esho, Shamasha
Gearge Gewarges, Zaia Kalo, Emanuel Yacob, Ninab Shemon, Karmilan
ﬂ-’rﬂ:;i Jacoueling Busuttil, Yacob Odisho, Awigail Daryawish, Mabel

ahid,

His Holiness Mar Addat I1 with some teachers and studonts.
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RAABI NWYIA GEVARGIS
Urmia, Russian Republic

Raabi Nwyia Gevargis who i1s now 91 years of
age, lives in Urmia in the Russian Republic,
U.S.S.R. He was barn in 1900 in the Assyrian
village of Supurghan, Urmia, Iran. He was raised
in this village and attended Assyrian classes
until mid-1913, when he and his parents emi-
grated to the Soviet Union and settled in Kuil-
asar, an Assyrian village in the Soviet Armenia.

Upon completion of his hagh school education
in Russian in 1918, he attended Teachers College
in Thilisi, Georgia in 1919, graduating with a
teaching diploma in 1921. During this period he
had made a promise that he would commit his
services to Assyrian schools only, 1n order to
teach Assyrian language mainly and Russian to
the sons and daughters of his nation.

In the city of Valdecaucus, an Assyrian class
was started for Assyrian children. For the next
two years, Raabi Nwyia taught here. Then in
1924 he went to the city of Armavir, the Russian
Republic, where a greater number of Assyrians
lived, mainly emigrants from Mushabad, an As-
syrian village in Urmia, Iran.

The following is a translation from Assy-
rian of an article written by Raabi Nwyia
Gevargis this yvear:

During the summer of 1925 I met Raab Oshana
of Mushabad with whom | discussed the subject
of starting Assyrian language classes. Together,
we approached the city municipality to inquire
about the possibility and to submil our request,
The municipality, in turn, responded to our call
in a positive manner, stating that they would
help us in every way possible as long as we can
fet Assyrian children to attend school. We
earned that Assyrian families in this city did not
send their children to public schools. | took the
initiative of visiting these homes and registered
all the names of children aged 7 to 15. The
number was sufficient to have twoclasses, which
were held, imtially, in one of the public schools,
and later in 1926 a house with a yard were pro-
vided. With the opening of a third class, a teacher
was brought in to teach Russian as well to all
three classes. In 1927 with the increase of stu
dent body, a fourth class was started which
necessitated the hiring of an Assyrian teacher
named Eshaya Bet Yaure of Gugtapa.

Until 1925, books in Assyrian were printed in
Thilisi, Georgia, by Kasha (Priest) Odisho Ge-
vargis who had a small printing press and a
limited supply of Assyrian printing letters, That
vear he undertook the task of publishing a news-
paper in Assyrian under the name "'Kokhva
d’Madinkha" (" The Star of the East™). With the
increase of Assyrian schools in different parts of
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the Soviet Union, and the shortage of Assyrian
letters, it made it difficult to print both books as
well as the newspaper. In Moscow an Assyrian
organization under the name “"Khavadia'’
(“Unity"") was established to help re-settle As-
syrians in the village of Urmia, Russian Repub-
lic, located in the vicinity of Armavir. This
organization was also instrumental in literary
and educational matters. Realizing the deficiency
of Assyrian printing letters, a meeting was con-
vened between the “Unity” organization and
Kasha Odisho Gevargis where it was discussed
and agreed upon the use of Latinized letters to
print Assyrian language books, This step was
taken in order to continue the publication of
"Kokhva d'Madinkha" newspaper through
which Assyrian literature could be kept alive,

With the expansion to seven classes of the
Armavir school in 1929, the existing building
was not sufficient to accommodate all the pupils,
Therefore, the city government allocated a two.
story building for classes as well as a second
house for residence purposes. Students complet-
ing the first four classes from other towns and
cities would come to Armavir school to complete
their studies through the seventh grade. These
students lived on the premises with all expenses
paid by the government. Most of the 100 students
in residence came from the Assyrian villages in
Soviet Armenia.

As the role of the "Unity" organization was
also educational, they instructed the teachers of
Armavir school to learn the Latinized letters and
to translate books from Russian into Assyrian for
all the classes, Raabi Oshana and I took the initi.
ative of translation, and by September 1920
books for the first four classes were printed.
Copies of these books could be found in the main
libraries in Moscow and Leningrad.

By 1929 with the support of the "Unity" organ-



ization, Assyrian classes were opened in every
village and city where a minimum of 15 students
were present. From 1930-1935 teachers of these
classes would meet every summer in Armavir for
one month to learn Latinized letters as well as
take classes in Russian literature, and teachers
training. Instructors were provided by the
Teachers College of Armavir. Every year more
than 25 Assyrian teachers would attend these
seminars and classes, In 1932, an Assyrian de-
partment was established at the Teachers Col-
lege where students graduating from seventh
grade would continue their education and gradu-
ate as teachers within a three-year period. The
city of Armavir became a center of learning and
education for Assyrians where also literary and
dramatic societies were organized.

In 1930 there began a gradual emigration of
Assyrians of Armavir to Iran, causing a slight
decline of the student body. But I would like to
point out that most of the attending students
were from other towns and cities. The Assyrian
“Unity’" organization then suggested that the
seven classes be relocated to Urmia, Russian
Republic. This was a major project requiring
preparations, building a new school, accommo-
dations for teachers as well as for resident stu-
dents who came from far away places.

This project was still in its infancy in 1932
when I transferred to Urmia to become principal
of the four classes there. Every year 25-30 stu-
dents would complete their courses and continue
their education in Armavir. By 1938 plans were
complete for building of the new school, resi-
dence homes for teachers and students. The
government allocated 100,000 rubles for the pro-
ject and the money available for this use placed in
the Gorganensk bank. This was not to be.

All of a sudden there was turmoil, chaos, Stal-
in's purges and repressions against mtelle-::tuals
of different ethnic groups including Assyrians.
The tragic event took place in one day, February
5, 1938, and simultaneously throughout the
country. Assyrians were rounded up and either
imprisoned or taken to Siberia. In Thilisi, the

“Star of the East’’ newspaper was closed, and all
the editorial staff arrested. In Moscow, the Assy-
rian “'Unity” organization members of the board
and many others encountered the same fate.

All Assyrian classes throughout the country
were closed and teachers taken away. From
Armavir school, three Assyrian teachers were
arrested: Raabi Oshana Bet Badro, Raabi Eshaya
Bar Kasha Zia Alkhas, and Raabi Khnanisho Bet
Moushe, and the school closed. From Urmia vil-
lage, eleven Assyrians were taken away, among
them a teacher by the name of Raabi Anna Bar
Aghasiof Mushabad, who was released after five
years of imprisonment. Assyrians were hauled
away from many other villages and cities. Assy-
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Raabi Nwyio Gevargrs

rian classesin Urmia werediscontinued and only
Russian classes were retained, I was the only
Assyrian teacher and director of the school who
remained untouched. The rest of the teachers
were Russian,

[ joined the army in 1941 and served my coun-
try until the end of the war when 1 returned tomy
job in the Urmia school. By 1947 the classes had
expanded to seven teaching Russian only. I re-
tired in 1962 after completing my forty vears of
teaching. I am still residing in Urmia. In 1985 the
government gave permission to teach the mother
(Assyrian) language, two courses a week for 4th
to 10th grade students. The problem now is that
we do not have Assyrian teachers, and those we
did l;lave up to 1938 are now retired or too old to
feach.

I now have fulfilled by life’s promise of teach-
ing Assyrian students. I am happy and proud to
have been an instrument through which our
youth benefited in the Assyrian language field
and eventual attainment of higher education in
different fields. For my long and meritorious
Soviet government service, | have received a total
of seven high medals: Order of the Red Flag,
Medal of Hanor, World War II Medal among
others.

LEditor's Note: According to Professor Kon-
stantin Matveyev, the year 1925 saw the opening
of the Assyrian Club and then of the Society for
Land-Tilling and Handicraft Labor among Assy-
rians under the name “Khavadta' ("'Unity”).
These organizations ran eighty training centers,
about 30 primary schools in Moscow and other
cities.

B it

It is with deep regret and sorrow that we
yvannounce the passing away to eternal life of

\Raabi Nwyia Gevargis of Urmia, Russian)
\ Republic, on October 17, 1991. Two weeks,
prior to his natural death he had received the !

lastissue of Nineveh that his article appeared

in the Assyrian section. The above English

translation had been planned before news of
\his death arrived.

\ Asateacher, Raabi Nwyia devoted his life |

to the education of Assyrian youth. He was
active in his writings right up to his death at
the age of 91. His son, Dr. Eugene Gevar-
gisov, a scientist in the field of Physics in
'Moscow, called in the sad news.
v The Nineveh editorial staff and the Assy-
rian Foundation of America extend their pro-
found sorrow and deepest sympathy to his
family and many relatives in San Francisco
and Modesto.
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YOUEL A. BAABA LIBRARY

This is a private library dedicated to
the collection and preservation of
books, periodicals and manuscripis
dealing with Assyrians. The library's
primary objective is to promote the
Assyrian language and literature.

This library is not affiliated with any
organization; however, a number of
Assyrian friends and a few
arganizations with the same dedication
to the Assyrian language and literature
do help by purchase and distribution
of the printed books.

The expectation from the Assyrian
organizations in the United States is to
purchase a number of these books and
distribute them to their members or
contributors.

A Collection of Poems $15.00
by Eshaya E Khino

Avikam Kalaita 5.00
by Youel A Baaba

John Alkhas 10.00
by Nimrod Simono

Collected Stories 15.00

by Mishael Lazar Essa

Books may be ordered from:
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IN MEMORIAM

The Assynian Foundation extends its profound sor
row and deepest sympathy to the families of the
following

Alexander Avroo

Alexander, known to evervone as "Sando,"
yassed on to eternal life on September 3, 1991 1n

urlock, CA, four months after the death of his
wife, Katva He was born in Supurghan, an Assy-
rian town in Urmia, Iran, in 1904 1o Elia Avroo
and Mariam Nazar. His father died when Sando
was a child In 1918, during the tragic Assyrian
exodus from Urmia due to persecutions and mas-
sacres lasting four years, Sando, together with
his mother and his vounger sister, fed the city,
They were among the thousands that took (o the
road leading to Baquba, Iraq. He remembered the
attacks by Kurds, Turks and Persians from all
directions. Tired, hungry and sick, thousands

rished betore reaching Hamadan, then Baquba,

?q, where his mother zlso died shortly there

after,

Sando and his sister settled in Baghdad where
he met his future wife, Katherine (Katva) in 1930
A daughter, Nina, and two sons, Niml and [nif,
were barn into the family. They returned to Iran
in 1938 where Sando worked tor the Petroleum
Company in Abadan until 1965 when he and his
late wife emigrated to the United Stutes and lived
in San Francisco for a few years, eventually set-
thing in Turlock, CA.

Sando had been a taithful and respected mem-
ber of the Assyrian Foundation of America for
many years, along with has wife, Katya. His ideas
were always given the greatest attention because
they were so thoughtful and meaningful. He was

admired for thig virtue and his (nendliness and
lhat many of us often sought his opinion on Foun-
dation matters. To carry a conversation with
Sando was always delightlul and stimulating He
wag proud of his Assyrian ancestry, and would
tell many stories about his experiences relating to
evants in this century about Assyrians.

The funeral service, officiated by Rev. George
Shahbaz, was held at St John's Assyrian Presby-
tertan Choreh in Turlock, Sando 18 survived by a
daughter, Nina Charbakhshi (San Francisco, CA);
two sons, Ninif (San Pedro, CA) and Inif (San
Francisce, CA), a sister, Julia (Palm Spring, CA);
six grandchildren, and one greal grandson,

Sando was deeply loved and respected by s
family and many (rnends and will be greatly
missed. All of us in the Foundation feel that we
have lost a great iriend. How aften people would
say after lalking tohim, "He's a real gentleman
His gentle and quiet nature and his kindness will
always stay 1o our hearts,

Charles Babilla

Charles Babilla, 70, passed on to eternal life on
September 17, 1991 in South San Francisco, CA.
He was born in Baghdad, Irag in 1921 into a very
religious family, thassi and Judith Babilla of
Shinabat, Urmia, [ran, In 1946 he married Me:-
iam Atanous Mirza in Habbaniya, and three
children were born into the family. During their
residence in [rn%a{lharles worked for the Royal
Air Force in Habbaniya, the petroleum company
at Anzala and Balfour Beatty at Ramadi. The
family emigrated to the United States in 1979and
settled in South San Francisco where he helped
his brother in a private business. Respected and
loved by his family and others, Charles was of a

e ey el B e R g R e —"

e o P v

s oy 85l N O~ ™

ks | B rpuegh py = ™

ey B e e

— — o



gentle spirit and kind-hearted, faithfully devoted
to his church.

The funeral service, officiated by Rev. Robin
Dummer, George Shahbaz, Archdeacon Nenos
Michael, and Rev. Yonatan Yonan was held at
Grace Covenant Church in South San Francisco.
Charles is survived by his wife, Meriam; two
sons: Dijla (Sacramento, CA) and Furat (So. San
Francisco); a daughter, Nahrain (So. San Fran-
cisco); three brothers: Albert Babilla (England),
Hubert Bahilla (Napa, CA) and Youel Babilla

orton Grove, IL); two sisters: Jane Polous
Chicago, IL)and Anita Sibthorpe (San Jose, CA);
and a granddaughter,

Charles’ life was one that was dedicated to his
Savior Jesus Christ and to his family, and togeth-
er with his wife they raised their children to have
those beliefs and values. His memory will be
cherished by his family, his relatives and all who
knew him.

Alice Pera

Alice Pera, 62, passed on to eternal life on
October 6, 1991 in Sydney, Australia. She was
born in Baghdad, [raq in 1929 to Aghajan and
Catherine Yosep of Chamakeye, Urmia, Iran. She
married Getion Addai Pera in 1948 in Baghdad,
and five children were born into the family, The
family emigrated to Australia in 1964 and settled
in Sydney.

Alice was a devoted wife and caring mother,
Her kindress, gentle and dehightful nature gained
her the admiration of those she met. The many

t memories of her will long be cherished
y her family who respected and loved her dearly,
as well as all those who knew her.

The service, officiated by Bishop Mar Narsai,

Rev. Yonan and Rev, Ashur was held at Mart
Maryam Assyrian Church of the East in Fair-
field. Survivors include her husband, Getion
Addai Pera; twosons: Freddieand Eddie (Sydney,
Australia); three daughters: Betty Warda and
Irene Adam (Fairfield, Australia), and Susan
(Long Beach, CA); six grandchildren; her mother
Catherine (Sydney); three brothers: Henry and
Andrew (Svdney), and Victor (Modesto, CA);
three sisters: Victoria Hermes (Hercules, CA),
Afncs and Gladys (Sydney). The untimely loss of
Alice was deeply felt by her family, relatives and
many friends.

Anna Polus Jado

Anna Polus Jado, born on November 14, 1936 in
Baghdad, Irag, passed on to eternal life on Novem-
ber 27, 1991 in Skokie, Illinois. She received her
primary and secondary education at the Assyrian
IInion School in Habbaniya, Iraqg. When the British
forces handed the R.AF. station at Habbaniya to
the Iraqi government in May 1955, Anna her
family moved to Baghdad. Here she was mhred
in the accounts rtment of O'Rosdi- — 2
reputable French department store — until emi-
grating to the United States in 1973.

Smﬁnrg Eeﬁttled Iin d(;‘l'uﬂgo , and wde for BI'EII

tt . in the data processing department for
the next five years when the firm moved to New
York. She then worked with the First National
Bank of Chicago (Trust Dept.) until she was unable
to continue further due to 1l health.

Anna is the daughter of Martam Darmo of Eyil
—known as Europa. She 1s also survived by two



sisters: Awigal Polus Isaac of Skekie, IL and Mar-
garet Polus. Anna is the niece of Metropolitan Mar
Narsai of Lebanon, and Archdeacon Aprim de Baz of
Chicago.

Funeral and memorial services were conducted
by Bishop Mar Aprim and her uncle Archdeacon
Aprim de Baz at Mar Sargis and Mar Gewargis
Churches in Chicago. Memorial services were also
held in other Assyrian Churches of the East in
California, Lebanon and Australia.

Anna had a very pleasant personality, was kind
and gentle. She was dearly loved and respected by
her family, relatives and all those who were ac-
guainted with her. Her many pleasant memories
will long be ¢herished by all.

Through the Editor, Anna’s family extend their
appreciation and gratefulness to all those who
al')ffered their condolences and kind thoughts on her
08S.

ASSYRIAN BUSINESS DIRECTORY
OF CHICAGO PUBLISHED

The Assyrian Universal Alliance Foundation of
Chicago, in conjunction with the Business branch of the
Assyrian Universal Alliance, has produced the 1992
Annual Assyrian Business Directory for the Chicago
area, The project, orginally initiated by the Assyrian
Universal Alliance and the Assyrian Business
Association, has now taken on a more ambitious aim, to
list as many Assyrian businesses as possible - and not
just in the Chicago area, but in the entire United States
as well. Chicago, however, is the home of numerous
Assyrian businesses.

According to a recent academic research project
conducted by Daniel Wolk, a graduvate student at the
University of Chicago, Assyrians own at least 400
businesses in Chicago. In the early 1980s, close to 80% of
the video stores in Chicago were Assyrian owned and
operated. In Detroit, it is estimated that over 95% of
the grocery stores are owned by Assyrians.

HAPPY HOLLDAYS

MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR
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: “In their day, the Assyrians were the
|\ shepherd-dogs of civilization. The great
| majority of their wars were wars of civiliza-
| tion, either to bring within the range of cul-
: tural influences savage tribes or to hold back
| these savage tribes from destroying the thin
| line of civilization in the Fertile Crescent.”
|
|
!
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