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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Julius:

I have enjoyed tremendously receiving Nineveh
and reading some enlightening pieces about our
heritage and some of the shining stars of modern
Assyrian.

The magazine is informative, educational and
sheds a courageous and distinctive insight into
Assyrian living in the not too distant past and the
present.

Keep up the good content and accept my sub-
scription fees for another year. God bless and
regards.

Sargon F. Ibrahim
Bramalea, Ont., Canada

Dear Editor:

Enclosed is my subscription for 1992. Sorry for
the delay. Thank you. Keep up your great work.

S. Shabaz
Washington, D.C.

Dear Julius:

Enclosed herewith is a check for $50.00 to cover
subscription to your Nineveh magazine.

Ttake this opportunity to congratulate you for the
excellent work you are performing in publishing
such an excellent magazine. With all good wishes.

Benyamin Yalda
Assyrian Academic Society
Des Plaines, IL

Dear Youlyous:

On behalf of my daughter Anita K. David, I have
enclosed a check for $15.00 for her subscription to
Nineveh magazine. Please mail to her address the
most recent issue of Nineveh, Volume 15 No. 3. She
will find it very interesting and educational, as I
have.

Many thanks to you and your staif for your devo-
tion and for the excellent journalism you have
accomplished.

Anwar Y. David
Modesto, CA

Dear Editor:

Iread your Nineveh magazine and liked it. One of
your subscribers, Sarah Paz, brought it to my
attention. I would like to subscribe for one year.
Enclosed is a check for $15.00.

Henry B. David
Chicago, IL

Dear Mr. Shabbas:

Thank you very much for mailing me the recent
issues of Nineveh magazine. I admire your hard
work in producing such a wonderful publication
and wish you further success.

Enclosed is a check to cover a subscrlptlon for
two years. Please give my best regards to Mr. Belles
Yelda. Thank you again and God bless you all.

Robert Paulissian, M.D.
Highland Park, IL

Dear Julius:

We hope that you and the family are fine and
doing well. We are sending a check for $1100.00, to
be applied as follows:

Nineveh ................... $100.00
Needy Assyrians ........... 1000.00

This contribution is made by my mother Mariam
(Europa)D. Jado and my sister Margaret Polus Jado
of Skokie, in honor and memory of my beloved sister
%’9“13 Polus Jado, who passed away in November

Thank you very much. We sincerely appreciate
all that you have done. We really enjoy receiving
and reading Nineveh magazine. God bless you. With
best wishes.

Abigail Polus Isaac
Skokie, IL

Dear Editor:

Enclosed please find a check for the value of
$25.00 representing my annual subscription for
your Nineveh magazine.

From what I have read I found it to be a most
informative magazine dealing with Assyrian affairs
all over the world.

Keep up the good work. Regards.

Alfred Varda
Bossley Park, Australia

Dear Julius:

1 take great pride in contributing, even in a small
way, to your major effort in reviving Assyrian jour-
nalism. Every issue of Nineveh seems to surpass the
previous one and I already can feel the positive
impact that Nineveh is having on the general Assy-
rian public. Here in Chicago it has become a house-
hold word. I regret that circumstances did not per-
mit me to meet with you in your recent trip to
Chicago, but I am glad that my sisters were able to
see you.

Wishing you and the team at Nineveh continued
success.

Solomon (Sawa) Solomon
Chicago, IL



Dear Mr. Shabbas:

I hope that you and your family are keeping well.
Thank you for your letter of August 5th and receipt
for Nineveh magazine as a gift subscription to my
cousins, Dr. Samuel D. Yonan, and Dr. Baz P. De
Baz. And thank you for asking about me through
my good friends Abigail and Eshaya Isaac of Skokie,
IL. Last week my cousin, Mary Gewargis Mirza,
called and related all the news about Habbaniya
School Reunion in Chicago where she met you and
so many old friends of Habbaniya.

I am enclosing a biography and photo of my
grandfather, Rev. Yokhana (Hanna) Talya Bet-
Esho, for possible publication in Nireveh. I would
have sent you the biography sooner, but was wait-
ing for an article written by Rev. Elias, father of
Rev. Aprim De Baz, about my grandfather which
Rev. Gulyad had but was unable to find now.
Should he send it to me in the future I will forward
it to you with other pictures of my late grandfather
and students. With regard to the unpublished
manuscripts, his step-son got everything, including
the old Parchment Bible, which he sold some years
ago. He and his family now live in Chicago.

Some of Rev. Yokhana (Hanna) Talya Bet-Esho’s
grandchildren and great-grandchildren now live in
Syria — David, one of his grandchildren is a general
— others reside in the U.S.A., Canada and Austra-
lia, and some you know — Mary, Regina, Madeline,
Yosip and Ben. | am now staying with my aunt
Almas who 1s the only daughter left of his first six
daughters and one son, my father. His three other
daughters from his second wife and the step-son are
living in Chicago.

I am still waiting for my cousins to send me any
information they may have to enable me to write
the biography of my late uncle, Dr. Petros Yoseph
De Baz, who died in 1974 in Irbid, Jordan, and whose
article appeared in Nineveh Vol. 15, No. 1 & 2, 1992,
under the title “Destitute and Forsaken.” Dr.
Petros is the father of Dr. Baz P. De Baz of Ohto. Dr.
Petros De Baz has three sons and three daughters.
Two sons and one daughter are doctors, one daugh-
ter is a pharmacist and the other is studying
towards a Ph.D. degree in Columbus, QOhio. For
your information, General Agha Petros De Baz is
alsoa cousin. It is also my wish that someone would
do some research into the life history of my mater-
nal grandfather, Rev. Daniel De Baz, and write his
biography. He was a linguist and a great collector of
manuscripts. I have some vague recollections of
what my late mother used to tell me about him. He
had established a school in Baz to which came
young men from every Assyrian tribe to study.

With best regards to you and your family.

Victoria Yohana
Burton, Michigan

Editor’s Note: Rev. Yokhana Esho was also known as Rev. John Esho
{Yokhana = John). Read his biography in this issue.

Dear Julius:

I am so pleased to receive Nineveh. Thank you
very much for sending me the back issues which
included the stories of Habbaniya itself and our
lives there as Boy Scouts and Girl Guides. This is a
very well presented magazine, and I congratulate
you for it. Every one of the articles is of interest to
me, and the subjects are so well written and hoid
one’s interest.

Mikhael Pius who wrote the stories on Habba-
niya, is a fine journalist and the articles are very
good and so true. As [ was reading every line, I was
reliving every moment of my childhood, going to
school, walking the streets lined with mulberry
trees and even climbing those trees with Mikhael. I,
too, was always climbing those trees to reach the
juiciest fruit until I was caught by my father.

There is only one point in Mikhael’s story which I
would like to elaborate on — 3rd Quarter 1991, page
16, under “Special Quarters.” I lived in one of those
special baked brick houses. When we moved there
from Hanaidi in 1937, and until 1939 we had no
running water (tap) in our yard. There were three
attached houses in a line, with one tap outside serv-
ing each three units. There were two large rooms
with a walled-in courtyard with verandas on the
front and back. Where the courtyard was under the
veranda, families partitioned a section and used
that as storage for food and odds and ends. In the
courtyard there were two small rooms with very
low ceilings, one was used to cook in, and the other
we couldn’t use as a bathroom until arrangements
were made for the disposal of water, and I think it
took a couple of years before we could use the room
as bathroom in winter. We had lavatories which
flushed. We had communal bath houses, one for
men and the other for women, which were walled-in
eight foot but open to fresh air at top, with six
shower units each on each side. As children we
were never out of those showers in the summer.
The only house that had a proper toilet and bath-
room with a nice large kitchen in the courtyard was
Rab Khaila’s (Commander of the Assyrian Levies)
house.

Mikhael, in his article, wanted to know what part
did I take in the Girl Guides. I am enclosing a few
snapshots which I have from those days. I was a
very active Girl Guide from 1940 to 1943. I took my
Tenderfoot Certificate and learned all the drills, the
flags, Morse Code, etc. I was Patrol Leader from
1941-1943. When I graduated in 1943, my sister
Mary got married and I was required to help my
mother at home. ] wasn't allowed to participate in
the Girl Guide activities, as per our customs girls
couldn’t go out in the evenings unless chaperoned.
My brothers and sister were all too young to accom-
pany me. It did hurt me that [ couldn’t participate in
the 1944 activities. In 1946 we left Habbaniya for
good, so I didn’t see the progress made in the later



years.

It has taken nearly a year for the news of the
stories in Nineveh about Habbaniya to reach me.
News to my side of the world travel by Pony
Express, it seems! I am enclosing $50.00 (U.S.) to
cover my subscription and back issues, and thank
you once again for remembering me. I am enjoying
all the stories written by Mikhael, and especially
the one about Noosardy, which is so funny and good
to read. Mikhael is truly a very good writer.

I am sorry I missed the Habbaniya Student Reun-
ion this year. I believe you all had a great time, and
what a treat to reunite after more than 50 years. I
hope, if spared, to make it the next time there is a
reunion. My best wishes to you and Mikhael and to
your families. God bless you all.

Regina Gewargis Jones
Tasmania, Australia

Editor’s Note: The original letter was written to
both the editor and Mikhae! Pius. I am inserting a
few of the snapshots Regina sent.

1938 — Outside school courtyard. Girl
Guides, | to r: Khava Yacoub Aboona,
Regina Gewargis, Janilla Orahim and
Zabet Odisho.

1939 — Sports Show Day, 3-legged
race. Regina Gewargis and Roza Aziz
leading who came first. Spectators in the
background.

" .

1939 — Girl Guides with school teach-
ers, Raabi Jane (extreme left), Raabi Yosip
Amer (extreme right) and Raabi Albert
Aghassi Babilla (to his right). Therearea
number of familiar faces: Regina Gewar-
gis (in front of Raabi Jane), Violet Youav
Jacob (center second row), and a few famil-
1ar faces like Kristina Khamo, Lily Nwyia
Shabbas, Jane Isaac, Abigail Polous, efc.

1942 — Girl Guides on the march with
Scout Master Emmanuel J. Jacob (on the
right). Mary Gewargis, Senior Guide
Leader, leading the Patvol Leaders and
their Patrols. Front to vear: Jane Isaac,
Regina Gewargis (Australia), Khava Ya-
coub Aboona (England), Lily Nwyia Shab-
bas (Hercules, CA), and Roza Aziz
(Australia).

1942 — Raabi Yosip Amer (center)
with Girl Guides, lto r: Jane Isaac, Khava
Yacoub Aboona, Regina Gewargis, Raabi
Yosip Amer, Mary Gewargis, Lily Nwyia
Shabbas, Roza Aziz. Mary was the Senior
Guide Leader and the others were Patrol
Leaders.




1944 — Girl Guides: Awigail Polous
Isaac (Skokie, IL), Arpine Onnick Sanas-
arian (Glendale, CA), Khava Yacoub

1942 — Social gathering at the gardens of Civil Aboona (England), Roza Aziz (Australia)
Cantonment Superintendent Apostoloff. Clock- and Jane Isaac. Khava was Senior Guide
wise: William Kaplano, William David, Davis Leader, and the rest were Patrol Leaders.

Eshay David, Regina Gewargis, Mary Gewargis,
Khava Yacoub Aboona, Sargon Yacoub Aboona,
Doris Eshay David, Lily Nwyia Shabbas and
Youkhana (John} Baijo Rehana.

1947 — Giri Guide Rangers taken in the garden of Officer-in-Charge of Civil Cantonment,
Habbaniva. The occasion was to say good-bye to the British instructor.

First row, seated, | lo v: Panna Aziz, Khanna Emmanuel.

Second row, seated, | to r: Abigail Polous Isaac, British Instructor, Roza Aziz.

Standing, lto r: Awigil David, Margaret Awisha, Sara Benyamin, Muni Murad and Elizabeth

Odisho. ; Submitted by Abigail Polows Isaac, Skokie, IL



Dear Julius:

I have been meaning to write to you sooner, fol-
lowing our ‘round the world’ trip to attend the wed-
ding of our son in Singapore, but have been kept
very busy with a new business enterprise.

Having recently received our video cassette of the
Habbaniya Union School Reunion at Chicago and
been reminded of the great pleasure I had, I should
delay my letter no longer. It occurs to me that this
event was really unique and can have few parallels
anywhere in the world, It was a great pleasure to
have this opportunity to meet so many old and dear
friends from all over the world after all these years,
I particularly would like to congratulate all those
concerned with the concept and subsequent organi-
zation of such a splendid event. It is quite clear to
me that everyone enjoyed themselves; so [ have no
doubt that this was the first of many to follow.

[ remember during our conversation at the Reun-
ion, I promised to give you further details of an
evening I spent with Senior Guides at Coventry,
resulting from an article in the Nineveh magazine.
My husband and a colleague used Jaguar Cars pho-
tographic facility to process some photographs of
Habbaniya Guides and Scouts for me to send to you
as my contribution to the article in Nineveh. By
chance the word got around concerning Habbaniya
Guides and Scouts and resulted in an invitation for
me to give a talk on the subject to the Senior Guides
Guild of Coventry. The evening turned out to be
well attended with a bigger audience than I antici-
pated. Following my short talk the question and
answer period that followed lasted much longer
than [ expected. The reason for this was the consid-
erable interest shown by all in the recent history of
our small nation. In my replies I was greatly
assisted by the use of back issues of Nineveh, since
it shows how widespread are our people and the
breadth of their talents.

It is to the credit of your Nineveh magazine and
the quality of its articles that makes it of interest to
a wide readership. It would be interesting to ascer-
tain whether my experience is shared by others.

My regards to Lilly, Sami and the rest of the
family, and hope to see you in California in the near
future. My son Richard and his wife are living in
Santa Clara now, so we intend to visit them next
summer.

My husband joins me in sending our very best
wishes to you, your wife and family, have a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year. I enclose a £20
note as my subscription for Nineveh. | had a letter
from Regina today. She tells me of the photo you
sent of you and me at the Reunion. May I have a
copy please?

Khawa Aboona Pearce
Leicester, England

Dear Mr. Shabbas:

Once again, I am delighted to hear from you. The
continuous efforts of the Assyrian Foundation of
America to assist Assyrian students financially to
reach higher education, among them Lizette De
Mar Youssef in Lebanon, is much appreciated.

Per our conversation, I am sending you the
enclosed official documents from Lebanese Univer-
sity, Faculty of Engineering, on behalf of the stu-
dents; Lizette De Mar Youssef and Theodore De
Mar Youssef to be added to the previous documents
for your records.

Also, I will send you as soon as possible the bio-
graphy of Mr. Joseph De Mar Youssef for possible
publication in Nineveh magazine.

I am very grateful to you and to the Assyrian
Foundation of America for your noble endeavor in
serving the Assyrian people. God bless you all.
Enclosed are my contributions to Nineveh magazine
and the education fund.

Michael Younan
San Jose, CA

Dear Julius:

Enclosed please find enclosed a check to cover my
renewal and includes a small amount for the needy
Assyrians. Continue the best work you have been
doing. Wishing you the best of luck and happiness.

Shimshon L. Essa
Modesto, CA

LETTERS TO THE ASSYRIAN
FOUNDATION OF AMERICA

Again I have been considered by the Foundation
at a time when I have been seeking financial sup-
port. It is times like these when I think of the kind-
ness the Assyrian Foundation has offered to many
fellow Assyrians. I am grateful to be part of the
honored list of qualified applicants.

I hope one day to offer my help to future scholars.
Thanks again.

Sabrina Julie Badal
Sunnyvale, CA

Thank you so much for your financial aid this
semester. I am so grateful to you, and always will
be. I hope this season fills your homes with Joy and
Love. You are some very wonderful people. Happy
Holidays to all.

Thank you so much for all that you do.

Liliane Abi-Chahine
Modesto, CA



I would like to extend my gratitude for the educa-
tional assistance award granted to me by the Assy-
rian Foundation of America. It is with great plea-
sure that I accept this award. It is a wonderful
feeling to know that there is a fine Assyrian organi-
zation which supports students in their educational
goals. I believe that the purposes of your organiza-
tion will allow the Assyrian people to become more
successful.

I once again thank you for the award. May God
keep your organization strong and prosperous.

Wilbert Odisho
San Luis Obispo, CA

A very special “Thank you” for the student
financial assistance that I recently received from
the Assyrian Foundation.

Milita Aleihimooshabad
Northridge, CA

Enclosed please find a check in the amount of
$100.00 for Dennis Sarhad-Zadeh, the handicapped
Assyrian living in Turkey. Please continue with
your excellent work in helping fellow Assyrians.

Stephen Sarhad
San Rafael, CA

Once again, I want to thank you for your gener-
ous educational award. Your commitment to the
Assyrian students and people deserves much rec-
ognition and applause. More importantly, it estab-
lishes a high standard to which all students, such
as myself, must aspire. Thank you once again.

Ashurbel Pirayou
Santa Clara, CA

This is to let you know just how much I appre-
ciate your kindness and your special thoughtful-
ness. Thank you for your concern to my education
and achieving my goal with better opportunity.

Ramsin Police
Modesto, CA

Please accept our small contribution toward the
needs of our Assyrian people overseas. May God be
with them in their difficult times. With our best
wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year.

The Fred Rustam Family
Philadelphia, PA

God bless you for the noble cause you all are
working toward. Please accept this meager dona-
tion of $50.00 and thank you very much.

Odisho Warda
Des Plaines, IL

- Please accept my special thanks for your fine
work in publishing the Nineveh magazine as well as
the assistance you provide to needy Assyrians.

Enclosed please find my check for $100.00 as a
donation to help you help others. Merry Christmas
to you all.

Isaac Ramsini
Rancho Cucamonga, CA

Thank you so much for your kind contribution of
financial support for my educational efforts. Your
gift is much appreciated and will be put to good use.

My best wishes to.you and your esteemed organ-
ization.

Robert DeKelaita
Chicago, IL

I would like to thank the Assyrian Foundation for
its generosity. Your scholarship came as a great
relief. With rising tuition costs, Assyrian families
are finding it harder to provide their children witha
quality education. Your efforts both alleviate the
difficulty these families encounter and instill pride
in the students. Knowing that the Assyrian com-
munity supports their efforts gives students the
incentive and security to achieve their goals and
later, the desire to give back to the community what
they have received. Thanks again.

Paul Moradkhan
Davis, CA

Thank you for the educational assistance award.
The financial support has aided me at just the right
time. With the cost of education going through the
roof I hope students that follow are able to obtain
aid as I have. They will have an even greater need.
Until this year taking as many classes as possible
was my goal. Now, with two quarters remaining
and a budget worse than California’s I find gradua-
tion unavoidable. Finding a job will hopefully come
easier than these past years in college. Thank you
for lightening the financial burden when it was
needed most.

James Henderson
Davis, CA

Board of Directors of the Assyrian
Foundation of America for 1993.

BellesYelda ..................... President
Aprim Charbakhshi ......... Vice- President
GermaineBadal .................. Secretary
Julius N. Shabbas ............... Treasurer
Martin Jacob.......... Chairman-Education
Bela Yonan ....... Chairperson-Membership
Sargon W, Shabbas........ Chairman-Social



THE REVEREND W. A. WIGRAM
(1872 - 1953)

by Solomon (Sawa) Selomon

No European became more acquainted with the
Assyrian people than an English priest by the name
of Rev. W. A. Wigram. He lived and worked with the
Assyrians for two decades, writing in the process
not less than seven books. The following is a short
biography of that man who died believing that he
did all he could to help this small Christian nation.
In the end he failed because his policies were not
compatible with British Colonial designs in the
Middle-East.

He was born William Anger Wigram on May 5,
1872, to the Rev. Woolmore Wigram, the Rector of
St. Andrew in Hertford; he already had two older
brothers, Edgar and Robert. He attended King’s
School, Canterbury, and later Trinity College,
Cambridge, receiving a Bachelor of Arts degree in
1884. In 1886 he was ordained a deacon and a year
later a priest by the Bishop of Durham. He served
the years 1896-1899 as a curate (a clergyman who
assists a vicar or rector) of St. Jude, South Shields.
The following three years 1899-1902 were spent as a
curate of St. Barnabas, Hendon, Sunderland. That
Church, I was informed by a letter recently from
Father Les. Barron, was demolished some 30 years
ago, and the parish was joined to St. Ignatius.

It was after that that Father Wigram had his first
contact with the Assyrians when he was sent to
serve in the fifth English mission (1886-1915) to the
Assyrians. That mission, which became the final
mission to the Assyrians, was initiated by Arch-
bishop Benson of Canterbury in 1886 when he sent
Canon (a clergyman serving in a cathedral) A. J.
Maclean and Rev. W. H. Browne to Assyria. The
latter became a personal tutor to Surma Khanim,
the sister of Patriarch Mar Benyamin Shimon;
Father Browne was to die in an accident in Qud-
chanis in 1910. Rev. Wigram was to serve in the
mission in the years 1902-1912, becoming the head
of the mission in 1907. That same year he received
his Master of Arts. It was in 1903 that it was
decided to move the mission headquarters to Ama-
dia because of political uncertainty in the area. It
was said that Amadia was strategically situated.

It was in 1908 that Rev. Wigram published “The
Doctrinal Position of Assyrians or East Syrian
Church,” a brief informative work for the benefit of
Anglican clergy. It was during that time that he
paid a visit to the land of Timar, arriving at our
small village riding a motorcycle. My uncle, Deacon
Goriel Suleiman (later Rev. Goriel of Gailani Camp’s
Church of Mar Kardagh) met him there along with
his uncle Reis Malham of the village. They were to
meet again in Baquba refugee camp. In 1910 Rev.

Wigram wrote his second book entitled “An Intro-
duction to the History of the Assyrian Church.”

During the war years 1914-1918 we see him in
Constantinople where he discharged his duties as
the acting chaplain of the Crimea Memorial Church
and it was there where he wrote, along with T. A.
Edger, “The Cradle of Mankind, Life in Eastern
Kurdistan.” In 1918 we see him in the Baquba refu-
gee camp in Mesopotamia among his beloved Assy-
rians. He is described by a biographer as a “Political
Officer.” Here, he tries tofind a solution compatible
with British interests and he writes his most avid
defense of our people in a book entitled “Our Small-
est Ally,” in which he describes the actions of the
Assyrian Nation during the war. Still, in 1922 he
continued his efforts in finding a reasonable solu-
tion to the Assyrian dilemma and he sums up his
efforts in his next book, “The Assyrian settlement’
... little realizing that what mattered most to the
British government was oil and power and not the
higher interests of the Assyrian people.

Next we find him in Athens (1922-1926) working
as a chaplain for the British Legation. It is interest-
ing here that at the same time Rev. Wigram was
awarded the high honor of being made the honorary
chaplain to the Archbishop of Canterbury (1922-



1928).. This comes on the heels of him leaving the
Assyrians in Mesopotamia! In 1928 he is in Malta
serving as a canon for the Church of St. Paul. He
was to stay there until 1936, during which time he
published his sixth book, “The Assyrians and
Their Neighbors™ (1929).

Not much is known about Rev. Wigram between
1936 and his death in 1953 except that he published
a book in 1940 called “Union of Christendom’’ and
in 1950 “Intercommunion with the Assyrians”
where he argues for a closer relationship between
the Anglican Church and the Church of the East.
The Rev. Cannon William Anger Wigram passed
away on January 16, 1953 in Green Acres, Wells,
Somerset, England. May he rest in peace.

AUA ATTENDS UNPO MEETING
IN GENEVA

The Assyrian Universal Alliance which is a mem-
ber of UNPQO (Unrepresented Nations and Peoples
Organization) attended this body’s meeting held in
Geneva, Switzerland on July 30th to August 2nd,
1992, UNPO was established itn Hague, The Nether-
lands, in February 1991, dedicated to peaceful pro-
grams and guidelines. It consists of nations and peo-
ples whose human rights, economic needs, cultural
identities and other causes are not addressed and
heard in existing international body. Representing
Assyrians at this meeting were Senator John Nimrod
(Chicago, IL) and David Ibrahim (AUA-Stockholm,
Sweden). Senator Nimrod addressed this body on the
situation of the indigenous Assyrian Christians of
Iraq. Likewise, he visifed with many international
agencies in Geneva where he discussed with them the
plight of the Assyrian refugees in the Middle East,
The following is the text of Senator John J. Nimrod's
address:

Madam Chairperson:

The Assyrian people thank you and the commis-
sion for the opportunity to communicate with the
international community through the working
group of indigenous populations and make them
aware of the situation of the indigenous Assyrian
Christians of Iraq.

Most of you are acquainted with the numerous
contributions made by the Assyrian nation to our
modern civilization. Some of you may not realize
that there still exists today remnants of Assyrians
living in their homeland. This region is commonly
referred to as the cradle of civilization known today
as Iraq.

Over their history of more than six thousand
years, segments of the nations of the world have
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paid tribute to the Assyrians for their landmark
contributions to the ancient civilization as wit-
nessed in the annals of history, despite repeated
onslaughts by their unfriendly neighbors.

They were all but lost as a people to the world
until the middle of the 19th century when their
existence as Assyrians was recognized. This Chris-
tian nation of Assyrians until now was known by
various religious designations and translations
about names such as Syriac, Nestorians, Jacobite,
Chaldeans, etc. In recent years they have all
acknowledged that they were Assyrian Christians
as favorable archeologists diggings and transla-
tions about their heritage and language were her-
alded by scholars which enabled them to unite and
be known as Assyrians again instead of calling
themselves by their religious rite or sect names.

They were living with almost total autonomy in
the Hakkari Mountains in the Tur Abdin, the pres-
ent area of Northern Iraq, an area of Northeastern
Syria all in the Ottoman Empire, and around Lake
Urmia in NorthwesternIran.In 1914 and 1915 they
were victims of a barbaric massacre led against
them and the Armenian population of that area.
They were persuaded by the British, French and
Russian authorities to join the allied forces and
fight against the invading armies of the Ottoman
Empire. Their efforts were so highly valued that
the British writers referred to the Assyrians as
“Our Smallest Allies.”

Senator John J. Nimrod (2nd from left) with
My. David Ibvahim and other members of UNPO
meeting in Geneva.

With the collapse and withdrawal of Russian forc-
esin 1917 and lack of support by the allies they were
forced to flee for their lives to the southern part of
their homeland near Mosul (Nineveh). In their exo-
dus from massacre to safety the Assyrians lost
more than two-thirds of their population as a result
of the enemy onslaught, epidemics, and severe
hardships that befell them.



After the war most of the middle eastern area
taken from the Ottoman Empire was placed under
British and French mandate. The peace conference
of Paris in 1919 considered the case of the Assyrians
without making a final decision and turned over to
the League of Nations this unsettied case. Assyri-
ans had been promised to be settled and given their
national rights in the Mosul (Nineveh) area in the
northern part of Mesopotamia or “The Land of the
Two Rivers.” The Assyrians were very surprised
when asked to make a choice between the new Tur-
key or the new country of Iraq or be declared refu-
gees and be scattered like seeds.

They became an easy prey to dangerous and cruel
predators whose purpose was to obliterate the
Assyrian nation. From that time on untii today the
nearly two million Assyrian people living in Iraq
who escaped the massacres and other kinds of
oppression have been denied their human rights
and equality and have been suffering discrimina-
tion, living as second class citizens.

The time for the world of nations to rectify these
injustices against the indigenous Assyrians is now!
They must be guaranteed the following:
¢ Their human rights
¢ Equality
e (Constituttonal recognition
® The right to return to their homes and villages
o The right to be free of religious or political per-

secution
e The same national rights of autonomy and self-

determination afforded or taken by any minority
or group within the land.

Thank you, Madam Chairperson.

LLORD HELP THE ASSYRIAN
IN DISTRESS

by Shlimon Z. Gilliana

I hear an alarm ringing in my ears from someone
from somewhere telling me to AWAKE the Assyri-
ans to realize their moral responsibility to their
fellow Assyrians in distress.

Yes, we are the descendants of the great Empire
that existed on the face of the earth, but it is not
there anymore and is forgotten by both friend and
foe.

While the Assyrians were in the Middle East,
strictly controlled by circumstances, they were
closer to each other and they could see, feel, and
hear of the conditions surrounding them in general.

The name Assyrian was gradually being elimi-
nated and forgotten under heavy race and religious
pressure, and for political reasons. The Assyrians
under Islamic rule swallowed a bitter pill and
always prayed for a day out to a better world.

Until the time of the Assyrian Exodus from the
Middie East, they were unknown to the outside
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world or common person, but today the Assyrians
have highly educated men and women and have
established themselves in the countries in diaspora
and are publicizing who they were and are today,
writing about their glorious history and their voice
is being heard to a degree which will gradually grow
louder,

After leaving the Middle East the Assyrians have
gained confidence in conducting their own affairsin
somewhat a satisfactory manner, but the question
is raised as to what is the measure of feeling
towards the brother/sister Assyrians in trouble,
harrassed, hungry, thirsty and in need of help to
survive.

The establishment of a unified Assyrian National
Political Council! and an Assyrian National Relief
Fund? is imperative and a must, without which the
aspirations of a people and a nation for recognition
would stagnate. It is very important that these be

.composed of faithful, honest, sincere and loyal edu-

cated men/women to handle the affairs of the Assy-
rians, politically and economicaily.

This reminds me of the establishment of an
Assyrian Relief Fund3 by the Royal Air Force Head-
quartersin Habbaniya, prior to the Iraqi Revolution
of July 1958, where a good sum of money was raised
by voluntary contributions. I was the chairman of
the Baghdad Branch Committee. For improvements
in conducting the contributions 1 was invited to

‘Habbaniya to meet with the committee supervising

the Fund, which was under the Chairmanship of a
Squadron Leader. I returned to Baghdad after meet-
ing a few friends.

I sincerely urge the Assyrians to support the
creation of an Assyrian National Political Council
and an Assyrian National Relief Fund. Their estab-
lishment will surely improve and sustain the Assy-
rian cause.

Editor’s Notes:

1. The Assyrians do have a political organization under the
name of the Assyrian Universal Alliance. Established
many years ago, for a while it was very active and bore
fruitful results in national affairs. Later, due to personnel
conflicts of directional pursuits, it became dormant. Now
this organization has resumed its proper and intended role
and is a member of UNPQO (Unrepresented Nations and
Peoples Organization), established in The Hague, Nether-
lands in 1991. It is our sincere hope that AUA make strenu-
ous efforts in promoting its activities to better educate the
general public and to make them aware of what is transpir-
ing. Nineveh magazine gets its news about AUA second-
hand, which is absolutely uncalled for. For the sake of
publicity, it is important and imperative thai AUA make
available its reports, discussions with different govern-
ments, and meetings to all Assyrian organizations, maga-
zines and periodicals. It is through such media that we can
voice our concern and promote our cause.

2, The idea of a National Fund was promoted several years
ago by many concerned Assyrians. Every now and then a
concerned Assyrian rejuvenates the idea, but to date, that
idea is yet to materialize. It is our sincere hope that the
Assyrian organizations and people in diaspora would realize



the significance of launching such a Fund to handle the
affairs of the nation, and to meet the needs of Assyrians,
especially those now in distress in the Middle East. Their
needs are many. We must help them to become self-
sustaining. Strength whether economic or political comes
from working collectively and cooperatively. The great
American emancipator, Abraham Lincoln, stated that “A
house divided against itseif cannot stand.” The renowned
and dedicated Assyrian, Dr. David B. Perley, said, “We
must depend solely on our labor and capital. The sanctity of
the Assyrian labor and capital will depend upon the goal to
which they are dedicated.” The goal now is to help our
destitute people. It is essential to act in concert with each
other. Recently, a group of concerned Assyrians travelled to
the northern part of Iraq on a fact-finding mission. They
carried several boxes of medical supplies and other essen-
tials. Conclusion of their discussions with the Assyrians
there: to help them become self-sustaining. A list of projects
has been formulated.

3. Mr. Gilliana: What was the purpose of raising the money,
and how was it finally spent?

ASSYRIANS MEET PRIME
MINISTER OF AUSTRALIA

We are proud toinform our Assyrian federations,
organizations and the Assyrian people that the
National Executive Committee of the Assyrian
Australian National Federation, Inc. met with the
Honorable Paul J. Keating, the Prime Minister of
Australia, on the 18th of December 1992 in his office
at Parliament House in Canberra, ACT, Australia.

This historic meeting took place because of the
suffering of our Assyrian nation in general and in
particular the Assyrians in the north of Iraq (Bet-
Nahrain), and those who are stranded as refugees in
Middle Eastern countries and elsewhere,

We are very pleased with our eleven affiliate
organizations and the support of the Assyrian
community in Australia that has made this meeting
possible. Please read the petition in the form of a
letter enclosed with this news release.

National Executive Committee
Assyrian Australian National Federation
Bonnyrigg, Australia

Editor’s Note:
Read the petition within the pages of this issue.
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Extracts from the article “The Assyrian
Nationhood” by Dr. David B. Perley,
an Assyrian

““Nationality,” declared Ramsey Muir in his Na-
tionalism and Internationalism is the “possession of
common tradition, a memory of sufferings endured
and victories won in common, expressed in songs
and legends, in the dear names of great personali-
ties that seem to embody in themselves the charac-
ter and 1deals of the nation; in the names also of
sacred places where the national memory is ensh-
rined.” Nationality means a rich inheritance of
memories and a desire to preserve these memories.
That 1s — common experiences of triumphs and
defeats, of comforts and sorrow, of temporal, spirit-
ual and moral achievements — and failures. If such
elements make a nation implicit in Sir Ramsey’s
pronouncements, then no people is richer in these
wholesome memories than the Children of Ashur;
yes, heroic achievements, agonies heroically suf-
fered. Haven't the Assyrians known exaltant
achievements and bitter failures and disappoint-
ments? These are the sublime food by which the
spirit of manhood is nourished. In the words of the
famed historian, from ‘“these are born the sacred
and imperishable traditions that make the soul of
nations,” and, “in contrast with them, mere wealth,
numbers, or territory seem but vulgar things.”
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ASSYRIAN NATIONAL
LEADERSHIP

by: Youel A Baaba

The twentieth century has been the
most progressive and eventful period in the
annals of human history. In this century,
mankind has witnessed: two great and
devastating wars, the splitting of the atom,
the destructive power of the atomic bomb,
the birth and death of communism, the
landing on the moon, the end of
colonialism and liberation of a muititude of
nations, and tremendous advances in the
fields of science, arts, technology,
economics, and agriculture.

Assyrians are the only people that did
not derive any significant benefits from this
great century but rather experienced their
greatest losses. To wit, they lost their
ancestral homeland, lost over half of their
population in massacres and political
upheavals, experienced further splintering
of their historical church, and are eminently
on the threshold of losing their language
and national identity.

The saddest of all the calamities that
are befalling Assyrians is the fact that we
are not consgious of the engulfing waves
that will bury us for eternity. Some even
delude themselves in stating that we are
actually making progress. The perceived
progress is based on the limited material
gains made by a small percentage of our
people. This minuscule progress may
benefit a few people but not the entire
nation.

The concerned Assyrians, and they are
a very small minority, continue to wonder
what can be done to reverse this process
of national extinction. Undoubtedly, there
are many reasons as to why we are in this
deplorable situation, and many will
advance a variety of causes and
explanations for our pathetic national
condition.  In the opinion of this writer,
the single most devastating factor has
been and continues to be the national
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leadership or lack of it. | have attempted
to review this point as candidly as possible.
The intent of this review is not to blame any
specific individual or national organization.
This is certainly a national problem and we
all have a share in it. Unquestionably,
some individuals or political organizations
have contributed more to the failure than
others, but this does not relieve the
majority of Assyrians of their responsibility.
Some of us are guilty in commission and
others in omission.

Historically, since Assyrians adopted
Christianity in the first century, there has
been no attempt made to liberate our
homeland from invading foreigners. We
immersed ourselves in the new faith and
totally forgot our nationality. We accepted
humiliation, massacres, and deprivation as
badges of honor testifying to our faith and
tolerance of the atrocities of others. In
reality the new faith blinded us totally to our
national responsibility and sensitivities. it
appears that our existence was to serve
our foreign oppressors and maintain our
faith at any cost. Of course millions of
Assyrians reached their limit of endurance
and succumbed to the outside pressure
and renounced their faith and became
Muslims. This act saved them individually
but diminished the nation a great deal.

After centuries of massacres and
persecution and relentless pressure from
the convertors, the once mighty Assyrians
were reduced to a handful of tribes
scratching a mere existence in the fastness
of the Hakkiari mountains or as farmers in
the plains of northern Bet Nahrain and
Urmia.

Since the fall of the Assyrian empire to
the present, the Assyrian nation has never
been united and independent. It has
survived as a nation "millet” under the
various ruling dynasties of Persians, Arabs,
and Oftomans. The Assyrian nation is
doctrinally divided into three principal
religious sects. The three separate sects
have been given misnomers by outsiders
with the purpose of splintering and
demeaning Assyrians. The three sects are:



Nestorians, (Church of the East), Jacobites,
{Syrian Orthodox Church) and Chaldeans,
(Catholic Church). The issues that
separate these three sects are purely
theological and have no bearing on their
nationality. These misnomers are
mentioned here only for reference and
should be totally eradicated from Assyrian
history.

From the dawn of Christianity, we see
the Assyrian people being acknowledged
as a "millet” by Persians and ruled through
the office of their Patriarch. The church
became the government, and its
organization the communication channel
for Assyrians. Thus we find Persians, Arabs
and later the Ottomans acknowledging the
Assyrian nation and ruling it through the
office of its Patriarchs, where the national
leadership rested.

Under the Abbasids, the Assyrian
(Nestorian) Patriarch wielded considerable
political clout and was empowered to
represent not only Assyrians but all
Christians in the empire. Strong or weak,
good or mediocre, the Patriarch
represented the national leadership and
was the spokesman for the Assyrian
nation. Today, all the three Patriarchs have
lost that authority and responsibility.

Throughout the Christian era, no
Patriarch has exhibited any significant
political astuteness or advanced patriotism
among his followers. The Patriarch's
emphasis was always on accepting the
existing authority as the law from God and
to call on his people to remain faithful and
receptive to all the calamities as God's
ways of testing their patience and loyalty.

Even among the semi-independent.

tribes we do not see the emergence of a
single malik as a supreme leader of the
Assyrians who commanded their loyalty
and support. We often see one malik
siding with an oppressor against his own
people for the sake of protecting his own
tribe. Invariably, these naive collaborators
were ultimately persecuted and destroyed
by the same oppressor. The behavior of
certain Assyrian maliks during the
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massacres of Badr Khan Beg in the 19th
century is a clear example of this behavior.

Today, geographical dispersal,
denominational splits and cultural
differences, have undermined the
continuation of the Patriarchal temporal
authority. The erosion of this temporal
authority began in the early days of the
First World War and culminated at the time
of the Simel tragedy. When the late
Patriarch, Mar Eshai Shimun, was
attempting to plead the case of his nation
before the League of Nations, many maliks
and religious leaders were covertly
undermining his position. These misguided
leaders played in the hands of the British
authorities, thus insuring the failure of the
Patriarch and their nation.

The present Patriarch of the Church of
the East, Mar Dinkha IV has wisely
accepted the reality of the situation and
has not made any claim for temporal
power. His attitude and stand is seen as a
positive development in the separation of
the church and national leadership. While
the three Patriarchs have the freedom and
support of most Assyrians to administer
their churches and tend to the spiritual
welfare of their followers, it is still expected
that all the Patriarchs will use the authority
of their historical offices to urge their
followers to remain loyal to their nation,
bring peace and harmony among the
various sects, and encourage the
development of a national leadership. Most
Assyrians are, and all should be, grateful to
the efforts of His Holiness Mar Dinkha for
his sincere efforts in encouraging patriotic
feelings among his followers and his
urging that Assyrians should develop a
national leadership apart from the church.

Now that Assyrians are scattered all
over the world the traditional leadership of
maliks is eliminated. The Patriarch, either
by choice or the fact that he has no
authority over all the Assyrians, cannot fulfil
this historical role. Therefore, it is
imperative that a national leadership be
developed to represent all Assyrians.
Presently, there is no single individual of



international reputation such as a
recognized writer, scientist, or statesman
around whom Assyrians can rally and
who can be seen as a leader. Then, how
do we develop the needed national
leadership? It is obvious if there is no
single individual that can rally all of us
behind him, the national leadership must
come from a committee representing the
majority of Assyrians. We are not talking
about another "umbrella” organization.
How do Assyrians all over the world reach
a consensus in establishing a
methodology to select such a national
committee is our challenge. We invite all
concerned parties to advance potential
ways of achieving this goal. Perhaps the
existing Assyrian organizations should
sponsor regional seminars to gather input
from the public at large and test the
sentiments of the people.

As a start we suggest that ali Assyrian
political parties and national organizations
in these United States should commence
the establishment of a national committee.
Said committee to speak on behalf of
Assyrians in the United States and also to
seek political and material support for our
people in Iraq. Presently, the Assyrians
there have accepted the political
leadership of the Assyrian Democratic
Movement (Zowaa). We can cerainly
support our people in the homeland
without imposing on them our leadership.
We in the United States have no right to
claim the role of the political leadership for
our people who are presently living in
dismal circumstances and who are making
tremendous sacrifices to survive as
Assyrians and as a symbol of our nation.
Our role shouid be restricted to providing
financial and political support.

Let us all rally behind Zowaa and give it
the political support it deserves and the
financial help it needs. We should not be
distracted by petty arguments advanced by
the self-appointed leaders whose only
claim to national leadership is the echo of
their own voice.
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“In their day, the Assyrians were the
shepherd-dogs of civilization. The great
majority of their wars were wars of civiliza-
tion, either to bring within the range of cul-
turalinfluences savage tribes or to hold back
these savage tribes from destroying the thin
line of civilization in the Fertile Crescent.”

A. T. Olmstead



INTELLECTUAL DOMINATION AND THE ASSYRIANS
by Dr. Arian Ishaya

There are different ways of dominating a people.
The most direct way is to take hold of their land and
resources, deny them statehcod, and force their
manpower to do the labor work or fight the battles
of the conqueror. But there is also a very indirect,
abstract form of domination, and that is intellec-
tual. This 1s the most dangerous form because it
penetrates the victim’s inner feelings and thoughts.
The victim remains unaware and willingly subju-
gates him/herself to intellectual domination. It is,
therefore, very important for the subjugated people
to be aware of it.

In this article we will examine forms of intellec-
tual domination that have been exercised upon the
Assyrian people.

Being members of a small minority, Assyrian
children in the elementary or high schools learn
about many different types of nations and cultures,
except their own. Some might come across a pas-
sage about the ancient Assyrians in one of their
classes. To hear the name Assyrian or Assyra pro-
nounced by a teacher is very exciting toan Assyrian
child. But the excitement soon turns into shame
and debasement when the child finds out that his
forefathers were among “the cruelest’” people on
earth. This view of the ancient Assyrians which is
still taught in the schools of a most modern nation
like America, is borrowed from a source as anti-
quated as the Bible and is presented uncritically as
a historical fact. Neither the author of the textbook
nor the teacher stop for a moment to think that
those who wrote that passage were, at the time, the
defeated enemies of Assyria.

Nor do these teachers stop for a minute to weigh
the historical evidence and question whether the
Assyrians were any more cruel than the Roman
Emperors who threw their victims in front of lions
for sport; or the Egyptians who built their pyramids
with slave labor; or the “civilized nations” of today
who, without regard to civilian life, destroy whole
villages and cities with a little device called the
bomb.

In 1982 a number of Assyrian children in the
Turlock area came home to tell their parents that
they had learned in their history class that the
ancient Assyrians were ruthless and cruel con-
querors. They were ridiculed by their friends. The
children were confused and ashamed. Their par-
ents sent a letter of protest to the public school and a
few courageous mothers prevented their children
from taking a test based on a textbook which pres-
ented the ancient Assyrians in a biased fashion.

The struggle for national liberation must be
waged on all fronts, and the intellectual struggle is
by nomeans of any less importance. The Assyrians
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are not the only people, of course, who are presented
in a derogatory fashion in the educational centers of
dominant nations. Other nationai minorities suffer
the same fate.

Orientalism and the Assyrians

The Bible remained the major source of Western
knowledge about the Assyrians until the 19th cen-
tury when the European powers began todominate
the economies and politics of the Middle East. Intel-
lectual modes of domination went with the eco-
nomic and political modes. Orientalism developed
as the “science’” of the Orient. An Orientalist was a
Western scholar who was considered an expert on
the Orient and the Orientalists were the profes-
sionals who introduced the Middle East to the West.
And what was the image they drew of the Middle
Eastern people? A very negative one.

These Orientalists were full of a sense of Western
superiority. They were contemptuous of other ways
of life. So they depicted the Oriental people as unci-
vilized, fanatic, and unprogressive. In recent years
Orientalism has come under increasing criticism by
historians such as Maxime Rodinson, Edward Said,
and Roger Owen. These people have convincingly
demonstrated that the Orientalists’ view of the
Orient was a distorted one, They were viewing the
peoples of the Middle East from the colonizer’s
point of view, which denied them intelligence,
humanity, and rationality — attributes that are
purportedly highly valued in the West.

It was a debasing image and, of course, it suited
the colonial powers splendidly, because it justified
their plans before their own tax payers and before
the subjugated peoples. What were these plans? To
turn the Middle Eastern countries into protecto-
rates and exploit them in the guise of “benefac-
tors,” to help these “backward” people to “‘moder-
nize.” Of course, the results were just the opposite.
During that period the natural development of
these nations was arrested, and their economies
and societies became underdeveloped progressively
as they became more and more dependent upon
superpowers for various forms of “aid” programs.

The contemporary Assyrians no less than
other Middle Eastern people have been vic-
tims of Orientalism. The contemporary Assyri-
ans were first introduced to the West through the
writings of missionaries or diplomats who were
stationed in the regions where the Assyrians lived.
The main task of the missionaries was to provide
the Assyrians with spiritual “‘guidance.” But many
of them only provided spiritual domination, which
resulted in the alienation of the Assyrians from



their national church and the traditions of their
forefathers.

The early missionaries refused to put any value
in the Assyrian beliefs and traditions. They looked
down upon Assyrian rituals, their Shahra festivi-
ties, their observance of the Saints days, and so on.
To them all these were nothing but “dead forms,”
“superstitions,” and “satanic.” They insisted that
the Assyrians must refrain from fasting, burning
incense, kissing the cross and celebrating the Saints
days. They advised the clergy to add lengthy ser-
mons to the church service after the Western model.

Their criticism of the Assyrian forms of worship
reveal their own arrogance, puritanical rigidity,
and intolerance for things which were not Western.
Missionary Stoddard proudly demonstrated how
they tormented the Assyrians: “We strip off all
their righteousness, tear away all their hopes,
arraign them as condemned criminals at the bar of
an offended God.”

Of course the effect of such pressure could
only be to shame the Assyrians — particu-
larly the youth — and alienate them from the
ways of their forefathers, to lose respect for
themselves as a people particularly in a place
like the Middle East, where religion was an
important element of nationhood.

The Academia and the Assyrians

In the 20th century social scientists replaced the
missionaries or the diplomats of the previous cen-
tury as the “experts” on the Assyrians. But al-
though the experts have changed, the Orientalist
bias is still there, and reappears in a new guise.
Examine recent manuscripts and publications on
the Assyrians. You will notice that it has become
almost fashionable for most dissertations, books, or
articles to start with the question: “Are contempor-
ary Assyrians really Assyrian?”’

The question is then followed by a painstaking
paring of the racial and cultural traits of the Assy-
rians of today with the remnants of the past
archaeological relics to establish whether historical
continuity between the two exists or not! What
these scholars and some of their readers do not
seem to realizeis that to question the legitimacy
of the name of today’s Assyrians is not a
“scientific” act; it is a political one, because
this is the type of question that the colonial
powers raise to deny the territorial and cul-
tural rights of several dominated peoples.

The Palestinians in Israel, the Kurds in
Turkey, the Africans in South Africa and the
Assyrians in Iraq (the heartland of ancient
Assyriais within the present borders of Iraq)
allface the same problem. Their very name is
denied so as to deny their peoplehood. For the
Jewish state the Palestinians are only “Moslem
Arabs”; for the Turks the Kurds are “mountain
Turks"; and for the Africaners of South Africa (the
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white ruling minority), the Africans are just diverse
Bantu tribes, and not a single people.

In the same way the Assyrians are merely
“Syriac-speaking Christians” from the point
of view of the Iraqi Arab government.

In view of these facts it 1s evident that scholars,
by posing the very question of identity, are provid-
ing the ruling powers with a weapon to use against
their minorities. What other purpose can an utterly
unscientific question serve? Why is the question
unscientific? Because there has been a tremendous
amount of cultural and racial admixture among
human societies through the centuries. Cultural
and racial continuity is impossible to be established
for any national group.

Moreover, during the 20th century, old nations
have been dismantled and new ones created with-
out any regard to cultural and historical realities
—as a glance at the map of Europe readily shows. In
Europe after World War I people who shared the
same language and culture were torn apart to con-
stitute different “nations’ and people with diverse
linguistic and racial characteristics were forcefully
sandwiched together to form one nation. And
since the arrangement suited the superpow-
ers, no questions are asked about the legiti-
macy of these nations on cultural or historical
grounds and yet the Assyrians are on the
millstone for those very reasons!

The Assyrians call themselves Assyrians
for a very simple and convincing reason: they
are age-old inhabitants of ancient Assyria.
That is their homeland. They have churches there
that date as far back as the 3rd and 4th century A.D.
That is sufficient and says it all. There is no need to
engage in the inconclusive argument of racial and
cultural purity when the Palestinians say they are
Palestinians because their forefathers inhabited
Palestine, and the French say that France is their
homeland because they have lived there for many
centuries. One claim is as valid as the other. What
makes the French claim more respectable and that
of the Palestinians questionable is not science, it 1s
politics pure and simple.

Therefore, the question of whether the
contemporary Assyrians are Assyrians
should never be asked. When a scholar
makes that a topic of research, he is playing a
political game in the guise of science. There is
no excuse for the academics to remain naive any
longer. The scholars have no choice but to decide
what they want todo with their profession: put it in
the service of the people or use it to promote the
interest of the ruling powers. Whatever choice they
make, they can be sure that they can no longer fool
the people.



ASSYRIANS IN POST EMPIRE ERA

Unlike Egypt, Iraq accommodated not one but
two provincial identities, the Assyrian and the
Babylonian. Both cultures had of course suffered
violent destruction on their fall a thousand years
before the Arab conquests: as Nabopolassar and the
Medes turned Assyria into ‘heaps and ruins’ in 612
B.C., so Xerxes razed the walls of Babylon, expro-
priated its citizens and turned its god into bullion
after the revolt of 482. Both identities nonetheless
survived, the first under a Christian aegis, the
second under a pagan.

This unusual division of labor between Chris-
tianity and paganism was a result of the differing
impact of foreign rule on the two provinces. Assy-
ria, which had neither the fabled wealth nor the
strategic importance of Babylon, had been left vir-
tually alone by the Achaemenids and Seleucids,
condemned to oblivion by the outside world, it could
recollect its own glorious past in a certain tranquil-
ity. Consequently when the region came back into
the focus of history under the Parthians, it was
with an Assyrian, not a Persian let alone Greek,
self-identification: the temple of Ashur was res-
tored, the city was rebuilt, and an Assyrian succes-
sor state returned in the shape of the client kingdom
of Adiabene. The Sasanids put an end to the auto-
nomy of this kingdom, but they did not replace the
local rulers with a Persian bureaucracy: though
reduced to obedient servants of the Shahanshah, a
native aristocracy therefore survived. In one re-
spect, however, their position in the Persian state
was an uncomfortable one. Already under the Par-
thians the Shahanshahs tended to demand reli-
gious conformity in return for political significance;
and under the Sasanids they did so systematically,
thus imposing a Persian truth on an Assyrian iden-
tity. As long as the level of integration remained low
this disharmony could be disguised by syncretic
manoeuvres; but as the Sasanids brought the local
aristocracy into closer contact with the Persian
court, the meshes were closed. A Persian monarchy
thus did for an ethnic God in the east what an
ethnic God did for Greek culture in the west, and
here as elsewhere the provincials were faced with
the choice between the rectification of genealogy
and the rectification of faith, laskih al-nasab and
tashih al-din. Like the provincials of the west, the
Assyrians stuck to their genealogy, but unlike them
they could not merely go heretical: even a heretical
Zoroastrian was still conceptually a Persian, and
vis-a-vis the Persians the Assyrians therefore need-
ed a different religion altogether. On the other
hand, even an orthodox Christian was still only a
Greek by association; vis-a-vis the Greeks a heresy
therefore sufficed. Consequently, after a detour via
Judaism, the Assyrians adopted Christianity and
found their heresy in Nestortanism.
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Babylonia, by contrast, had never been left alone.
Apart from its massive Jewish diaspora, it was
flooded with Persian immigrants under the Achae-
menids, Greeks under the Seleucids and more Per-
sians with the Sasanids; the latter built their capi-
tal there and in due course added yet another batch
of foreigners in the form of Greek and Syrian pri-
soners of war. As a result the Babylonian polity was
dissolved. It is true that the ghost of Babylon
haunted lower Iraq for some two centuries in the
shape of the client kingdom of Mesene which,
though founded by an Iranian satrap, soon went
Aramaic, and there were no doubts other Aramean
kings under the Parthians. But in the first place the
Babylonian identification of Mesene was weak, and
in the second place the Sasanid choice of lower Iraq
as the centre of their empire hardly left much room
for a native aristocracy, and whereas the Assyrians
had a clear memory of their own past, the Babyloni-
ans did not. One might indeed have expected the
Babylonian identity to vanish altogether, and if it
did survive it was not because it remembered itself
in isolation, but because it transcended itself and
won universal respect: the Greeks bowed in defer-
ence to Babylonian astrology and borrowed it with-
out disguising its Chaldean origin, and consequent-
ly the Chaldeans could borrow Greek philosophy
without losing their identity. The fusion of Greek
and Babylonian paganism generated a variety of
astrological religions which, unlike the parent pag-
anism, could hold their own against the supreme
truths of Zoroastrianism, and which unlike Chris-
tianity were possessed of an ethnic label: an Assy-
rian had only an identity, a Christian had only a
truth, but a Chaldean had both identity and truth.
In Chaldea pagans therefore survived.

Christianity did, of course, spread to Babylonia;
but whereas in Assyria it was a way of sanctifyinga
provincial identity, in Babyloma it was a way of
desanctifying two. To the highly cosmopolitan en-
vironment of lower Iraq, Christianity, like Mani-
chaeism, was a protest against ethnic religions, not
a way of acquiring one: Manichaeism transcended
the Chaldean and Persian truths by combining
them as lesser insights within a larger and more
grandiose scheme of things, and Christianity did
the same by rejecting both as identical. The Chris-
tians of lower Iraq never lacked identity: they
included Persians, Greeks, Elamites, Arameans,
Qatraye, Arabs and others. Like the Assyrians,
they might call themselves Suryane in contradis-
tinction to the pagans; but they never shared any
single identity between them: the only identify
there was to inherit was Chaldean, and on conver-
sion the Chaldean renounced his ethnicity as Ma-
gian and his culture as Zoroastrian. The Assyrian
Christians have a genuine precedent for their
name, but Christians were only called Chaldeans
by way of abuse.



There were thus two distinct versions of Chris-
tianity within the Nestorian church: on the one
hand the local church of Assyria, a chauvimst
assertion of a provincial identity; and on the other
the metropolitan church of Persia with its centre in
Babylonia, a cosmopolitan assertion of a gentile
truth. But if the Assyrian church was in this
respect comparable to that of Egypt, its chauvinism
took a rather different form. Egypt had preserved
an ethnicity and a language peculiar to itself among
its peasantry, whereas its aristocracy belonged to
the larger Hellenised world; Assyria by contrast
had an aristocracy peculiar to itself, whereas it
shared its ethnicity and language with the larger
Aramaic world. Hence where Coptic chauvinism
was ethnic and linguistic, that of Assyria turned on
the memory of a glorious past. In this connection
two timely conversions served to clear the Assyrian
kings of their Biblical disrepute. Firstly Sardana
the son of Sennacherib, thirty-second king of Assy-
ria after Belos and ruler of a third of the inhabited
world, submitted to the monotheistic message of
Jonah and instituted the Ninivite fast which saved
Ninive from destruction; and the fast having saved
the Assyrians from the wrath of God in the past, it
was reinstituted by Sabrisho of Karkha de-Bet
Selokh to save them from a plague a thousand years
later. Secondly, the conversion of Izates II of Adia-
bene to Judaism was reedited as the conversion of
Narsai of Assyria to Christianity. In other words
the Assyrians were monotheists before Christ and
Christians after him, and the past therefore led on
to the present without a break. Thus the history of
Karkha de-Bet Selokh begins with the Assyrian
kings and ends with the Assyrian martyrs: Sargon
founded it and the martyrs made it ‘a blessed field
for Chnistianity.” Likewise in the seventh century
before Christ all the world stood in awe of Sardana,
and in the seventh century after Christ the saints
took his place as the ‘sun of Athor’ and the ‘glory of
Ninive.’

The church in Babylonia, by contrast, had neither
the ethnic and linguistic pride of Egypt nor the
historical pride of Assyria. As against Egypt, they
identified themselves as gentiles and used both Per-
sian and Syriac. As against Assyria, they renounced
the Babylonian past to the pagans: Nimrod, in
Assyria an ancestral king commemorated in the
names of Christian saints, in Babylonia retained
his identification with Zoroaster and was either
rejected as the originator of Persian paganism or
conciliated as the oracular guide of the Magians in
search of Christ; in either case he remained a for-
eigner. Likewise the tradition represented by the
Christian Isho’dad of Merv is as totally detached
from the Babylonian past, for all its considerable
learning, as that represented by the pagan Ibn
Wahshiyya is totally in love with it, for all its con-
siderable errors.
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Both the Assyrian and the Babylonian churches,
however, differed from that of Egypt in being aris-
tocratically orientated; the first because its Assy-
rian identity was vested in a native aristocracy, the
second because the disinvestment from a native
identity permitted a full acceptance of Persian aris-
tocratic values. Consequently the Nestorian church
as such was constituted by its nobles: the endless
succession of peasants in the sayings of the Egyp-
tian fathers gives way to the endless succession of
magnates in the acts of the Persian martyrs, and
wherreas the Egyptian magnates could only just
redeem their worldly status by going Monophysite,
the Nestorian sources virtually brim over with aris-
tocratic legitimism. The awe of Assyria for its local
Nimrodids or Sennacheribids is matched by the
metropolitan reverence for the royal descent of a
Saba, Yuhannan or Golindukht, and the Nestorians
were thus united in their high esteem of power,
wealth and worldly renown. It is true that from
time to time the intolerance of the Shahanshahs
precluded service at court; but local magnates could
and did stay in power, laymen played a prominent
role in the Nestorian church, and tolerant Shahan-
shahs received the willing services of their Chris-
tian subjects: of all laymen it was Yazdin of Kirkuk,
the fiscal officer in charge of taxes, tribute and
booty for Khusraw II, who was honoured as the
‘defender of the church in the manner of Constan-
tine and Theodosius.” Consequently the Nestorians
were similarly united in their attitude to the Per-
stan king: all had accepted the political supremacy
of the Persian Empire, and even the Assyrians
could hardly hope for a Sennacheribid restoration;
what they resented was the ethnic intolerance of
Zoroastrianism, and what they aimed at was there-
fore not secession from the rule of the Shahanshah,
but his conversion.

As members of an aristocratic church the Nesto-
rians likewise differed from the Copts in having a
rich secular culture: their high esteem for worldly
power was matched by their high esteem for human
reason, a point endorsed by Nestorian theology.
Their official authority, Theodore of Mopsuestia,
did of course know the traditional doctrine of the
Fall, according to which an mitial state of human
immortality and bliss had been disrupted by sin and
deteriorated progressively until the dramatic return
of grace with the redemptive death of Chnist. But he
also taught a variant doctrine positing an initial
state of imperfection from which man had pro-
gressed under divine guidance until immortality
was regained with the exemplary resurrection of
Christ. One doctrine emphasised man’s need of
grace, the other his ability to help himself: if the
divine instruction was to be of any effect man must
necessarily be able to distinguish between good and
evil and to act in accordance with his reason, and
sin must therefore be an act of will and an act




against better knowledge. It was for this second
view that the Nestorians opted, and if they did not
go Pelagian or reduce the redemption to a mere
symbol of future immortality, they certainly did
play up reason at the expense of grace.

The possession of a secure social and doctrinal
locus for secular intellection did two things for Nes-
torian culture. In the first place, whereas the Coptic
church was boorish, the Nestorian church was aca-
demic. Most strikingly, it acquired one of the few
non-monastic schools of theology in the Near East
when the school of Edessa migrated to Nisibis, and
Nisibis in turn spawned a series of lesser schools;
and it similarly acquired a school of medicine with
the settlement of prisoners of war in Gondeshapur.
In general the foundation of schools recurs again
and again in the lives of Nestorian worthies, and
few monasteries were without one.

In the second place, whereas the Coptic church
rejected Greek thought as morally pagan, the Nes-
torian church legitimized it as proleptically Chris-
tian. For it was not of course an Assyrian culture
that was being taught in the Assyrian schools: the
cultural impoverishment of Assyria had been hard-
ly less thoroughgoing than that of Egypt, and just
as the Egyptian heritage in Coptic literature is
limited to motifs of popular stories, so the Assyrian
heritagein Christian literature is limited to Ahiqar,
the vizier of the Assyrian kings. But unlike the
Coptic peasants, the Nestorian elite could replace
what it had lost with the universal truths of Greek
philosophy. The philosophers were not only trans-
lated but also exalted, and in due course the Nesto-
rians became adept enough at philosophy to export
it back to the west.

Source: HAGARISM, The Making of the Islamic
World, by Patricia Crone and Michael Cook, 1977.

Dr. David B. Perley’s Response to
Margaret Shedd

“T am reminded of Margaret Shedd, who wrote
‘Hosannah Tree’ (Doubleday, 1967} having refer-
ence to her work among the ‘Nestorian Christians’
in Iran. In that book she calls these Christians
‘Syrians.’ In answer to my inquiry as to why she
used that erroneous adjective, she admitted in writ-
ing that she was frightened to call them Assyrians
because of Lord Byron’s poem on the ‘Assyrian
Wolf’ that she had memorized in her childhood
days! What a falsification of historical truth!”

19

Student Education Assistance Given by the
Assyrian Foundation of America in 1992
Totaled $5,150.00

The Recipients are as follows:

Ben Ashour Kingsbury, senior, Philosophy,
California State University, Long Beach, CA.

Bani Moradkhan, senior, Biology, University of
California, Davis, CA.

Sabrina Badal, junior, Occupational Therapy,
San Jose State University, San Jose, CA.

Ashurbel Pivayou, graduated with Political Sci-
ence degree. Now first year Law student., Santa Clara
University, Santa Clara, CA.

Robert DeKelaita, graduate student, working on
thesis (M.A.} in Political Science, University of Chi-
cago, Chicago, IL.

Maha Hermes, senior, Advertising/Marketing,
San Francisco State University, San Francisco, CA.

Steve Shahbaz, high school, L' Amoreaux Colle-
giate Institute, Scarborough, Ontario, Canada.

Ramsin Police, sophomore, Accounting, Modesto
Junior College, Modesto, CA.

Olga D. Shabbas, senior, International Rela-
tions, California State University, Sacramento, CA.

Liliane Abi-Chahine, junior, Accounting, Modes-
to Junior College, Modesto, CA.

Lisa May Kingsbury, Graduate student, Secon-
dary Education, San Francisco State University, San
Francisco, CA.

Samy Hermes, senior, Biochemistry, San Fran-
cisco State University, San Francisco, CA.

Victor Youseph, sophomore, Compuler Sciences,
City College, San Francisco, CA.

Milita Aleihemooshabad, sophomore, Psychol-
ogy, California State University, Northridge, CA.

Faramarz Faramarzirad, sophomore, Biology,
California State University, Hayward, CA.

James Henderson, senior, Civil Engineering,
University of California, Davis, CA.

Lisette De Mar Youssef, Civil Engineering,
Lebanese University, Beirut, Lebanon.

John Tuman, candidate Ph.D. degree in Political
Science, University of California, Los Angeles.

Wilbert Odisho, junior, Electronic Engineering,
California Polytechnic State University, San Luis
Obispo, CA.

Alen Krikorian, sophomore, Biochemistry, Uni-

versity of California, Santa Barbara, CA.



Rev. Yokhana (Hanna) Talya Bet-Esho?

Preacher, Priest, Author and Educator
by Victoria Yohana?

Rev. Esho was born in 1854 in Mazraya (or Muz-
ria), Tkhuma, Turkey, and was the son of Talya
and Shirin. He was educated at the American
Presbyterian Mission College (Qalla) in Urmia,
Iran, and became a Presbyterian preacher. Upon his
ordination, he was given an old Parchment Bible by
his mother, Shirin. It belonged to her family.

In August 1915, to escape the wrath of Turks and
Kurds, all the Assyrians of Tkhuma, Tiyari, Tal,
Baz, Jelu and Diz, led by their Patriarch, Mar
Benyamin Shimun, fled to Iran, and in mid-Sep-
tember, after enduring great hardships some forty
thousand in all safely reached Urmia. They were
settled in Salamas, Khoi and Urmia. About 3,500 of
the surviving Assyrians, mostly from Tkhuma,
were settled in Khoi. Here Rev. Esho's first wife,
Haby Shibo, and two brothers, Mirza in Deleman
and Sleman, were killed by the moslems of Khoi.
Rev. Esho with his six daughters and a son miracu-
lously escaped the onslaught.®

In 1920, at Baquba,* Iraq, he met and married
Mourassa of Geogtapa, who had a son from a pre-
vious marriage. During the settlement of Assyrians
within Iraq, the tribe of Mazraya, Tkhuma, was
located in Garfile, northern Iraq where Rev. Esho
was the priest, an alderman and a farmer. A few
years later, the family moved to Baghdad, and Rev.
Esho acquired a mimeograph machine, which en-
abled him to publish a hymn book, and concurrently
started publishing a newspaper called “Norva”
{Shoot). The family went to live in Mosul after a
two-year stay in Baghdad.

When Mar Eshai Shimun XXIII,? Patriarch of the
Holy Apostolic Catholic Assyrian Church of the
East, completed his formal education from Cam-
bridge University, England, in 1927, he went to
Mosul. At a meeting at his Patriarchate, the Mar
Shimun persuaded Rev. Hanna Esho to return to
the church of his ancestors. Rev. Esho accepted and
was ordained Priest to the church of his forefathers.

After the tragic events known as the “Semel
massacre” in 1933, where hundreds of men, women
and children were massacred mercilessly by the
Iragi army, Mar Eshai Shimun was deported to
Cyprus, and during this period many Assyrians
escaped Iraq and were established in temporary
settlements on the Khabur river in northeast Syria.
Through the year 1936 several thousands more
were settled along the Khabur river by the League
of Nations according to their tribal origins. Initially,
the Assyrian tribe of Tkhoma was settled close to
the Turkish border near Ras-Al-Ain, in two villages
named Tel Omran and Tel Cham’ma. The Turkish
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authorities objected to these two settlements near
their border. Subsequently, they were resettled by
the League Council about twenty miles within the
Syrian territory along the banks of the Khabur
river in ten villages, with Kasha (Priest) Hanna and
his family settling in the village of Tel Rumman
Al-Tahtani. He became the village priest, and soon
thereafter he had a big church built and named it
Rabban Pityo. Meanwhile, schools were opened up
in the entire region by the government to meet the
educational needs of the children and the youth.

In May 1944, Metropolitan Mar Yosip Khnani-
shuf (representative of the Patriarch in Iraq) visited
Syria and, as a result, an Assyrian Church Com-
mittee was organized consisting of Maliks (Assy-
rian tribal leaders) and priests. Rev. Hanna was one
of the nine committee members.

In 1947 when the Mar Shimun was residing in
the United States, he wrote a letter to Father Hanna
proposing the opening of an ecclesiastical school in
Tel Rumman, The Ministry of Education in Damas-
cus granted permission to this effect. The school
was opened under the name The Ecclesiastical Pat-
riarchal School. And in the beginning there were
ten students chosen by Rev. Hanna, one young man
from each tribe to study for the priesthood to meet
the expanding needs of the Assyrian Church of the
East throughout the world: in India, Iran, Iraq,
Lebanon, Syria and the United States. His Holiness
Mar Shimun sent money regularly for the man-
agement of the school. Rev. Hanna taught theology
and Raabi Yonan (a grandson of Rev. Hanna) taught
Arabic and English, and for some time, Yonan was



replaced by Rev. Raahi Kakou to teach Aramaic.
Many ‘priests, Archdeacons and bishops were or-
dained and sent to different countries to meet the
needs of the Church.

After about four years of expansion and exist-
ence, the school was closed due to insuificient funds
and other factors. Archdeacon Aprim De Baz (Chi-
cago), Rev. Gulyad Yonadan, Bet Malik Silim (Chi-
cago) are a few of those who studied in this school.

Rev. Hanna Esho has unpublished manuscripts,
history, a lexicon of Aramaic-Assyrian (Syriac),
poems and songs. He died in 1956 and was buried
close to Rabban Pityo Church which he had built in
Tel Rumman Al-Tahtany. He 1s survived by many
children, grandchildren, and great, great grand-
children.

Editor’s Notes:

1. Also known as Rev. John Eshoo (Yokhana = John).

2. Victoria is a granddaughter of Rev. Yokhana Esho.

3. The massacre and atrocities of the Christian Assyrians in
Khoi, Persia is described in detail by Rev. John Esho in the
book “The Flickering Light of Asia or The Assyrian Nation

and Church” by Rev. Joel E. Werda, B. D. Prior to this
settlement, there were no Assyrians living in Khoi. There
existed an Armenian community in the suburbs. With the
collapse of Russia and the retreat of their forces from Persia,
these Assyrians, with limited ammunition, became isolated
from their brethren in Salamas and Urmia. The moslems in
Khei found it an opportune time to revenge the defeat and
crush of their army by the Assyrians forces in Salamas. The
second Turkish invasion of Armenia and the entry of Tur-
kish forces into northern Persia reinforced and triggered
this heinous atrocity. Rev. Esho states that the Assyrian
victims of this massacre totaled 2,770 men, women and
children, exclusive of an equal number of the Armenians.

. The story of the Assyrian plight in August, 1918, from

Urmia, Iran, has been told in previous issues of Nineveh.
Some seventy thousands took the road in panic towards
Sain Kalah, Hamadan and Baquba. One third lost their lives
due to massacres by Turks, Kurds and Persians and other
factors on the 100 mile trek.

. Mar Eshai Shimun was consecrated Patriarch on June 20,

1920, at age 11, by his uncle Matran (Metropolitan) Mar
Yosip Khnanishu.

. Matran (Metropolitan) Mar Yosip Khnanishu was elevated

to this office in April, 1919, at the age of 26. He was the
brother of Lady Esther, mother of Mar Eshai Shimun.

Rev. Yokhana Bet-Esho with his wife Mourassa,
daughter Lily and stepson Andre Lazar. Probably

taken in 1928-29.
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THANK YOU

FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS

Nineveh

Clare M. Zia,-San Francisco, CA.......... $15.00
Alfred Varda, Sydney, Australia........... 25.00
John R. Michael, Quebec, Canada .......... 40.00
Hamlet N. Shabbas, San Francisco, CA..... 15.00
Babajan K. Isaac, Modesto, CA ............ 20.00
Susie E. Sayad, Shreveport, LA............ 25.00
Rev. Robert S. Hoobyar, Torrence, CA....... 5.00
Charles Yonan, Pleasanton, CA............ 30.00

(also gift subscription to Bani David,
Westlake, OH)

Roussana Bet Lazar, New York, NY........ 25.00
(gift subscription to Shlimon Bid Malik,
Wetherill, Australia)

Mnashi S. Amireh, Sherman Oaks, CA..... 15.00

Grace Warda, San Rafael, CA ............. 15.00
John Komo, San Anselmo, CA ............. 25.00
Anwar Y. David, Modesto, CA............. 15.00

(gift subscription to Anita David,
Santa Barbara, CA)

Solomon S. Solomon, Chicago, IL .......... 20.00
Semiramis A. Shabbas, Oakland, CA....... 15.00
Margaret Xuereb, Fresno, CA............. 15.00
S. Shabaz, Washlngton DC............... 15.00
Shlimon Z. Gilliana, Morton Grove, IL ..... 15.00
Serkes Ibrahim, Ontario, Canada.......... 15.00
Dr. William Ramsini, Gahana, OH ......... 15.00
John & Raabi Nanajan Badal, ............. 30.00
Turlock, CA
Regina Gewargis Jones, Tasmania, ........ 50.00
Australia
Assyrian Academic Society, .. ............. 50.00

Des Plaines, IL
Raabi Koorlsh Shlemon, Des Plaines, IL ... . 30.00

Daniel D. Benjamin, Des Plaines, IL ....... 50.00
Belous Nisan, San Jose, CA ............... 15.00
John Joseph, Lancaster, PA................ 45.00
Henry B. David, Chicago,IL............... 15.00

Mariam (Europa) D. Jado & Margaret P. ... 100.00
Jado, Skokie, IL

Waltin William, Chicago, IL............... 15.00
David David, Sydney, Australia ........... 25.00
Eshaya H. Isaac, Skokie, IL ............... 30.00
Yosip G. Mirza, Assyrian Old Books ...... 163.00
Revival, Edensor Park, Australia
Oraha Paulos Oraha, San Francisco, CA ... 50.00
Robert Paulissian, M.D., .................. 30.00
Highland Park, IL
Daniel De Kelaita, San Francisco, CA ...... 15.00
Envia Warda, Kent, England .............. 25.00
Khawa Aboona Pearce, Leicester, .......... 29.00
England
Shimshon L. Essa, Modesto, CA ........... 15.00
Nathan Y. Isaac, Skokie, IL................ 20.00
Ferdinand Badal, Hayward, CA............ 15.00
Gabriel J. Sayad, Modesto, CA ............. 45.00

Fredrick B. Ashouri, Danville, CA.......... 20.00 929

Sandra B. Petros, Northridge, CA .......... 15.00
Gideon Daniel, Chicago, IL ................ 15.00
Awigail Daryowish, Edensor Park, ......... 30.00
Australia
Michael Younan, San Jose, CA.............15.00
Davis E. David, Modesto, CA.............. 25.00
Joyce Bynum, San Francisco, CA .......... 15.00
Sargon Malik, Arlington Heights, IL ...... 125.00
Sargon Malik, Arlington Heights, IL ....... 25.00
(gft subscrlptlon to Shalim Malik, England)
Albert Aslan, London, England ............ 50.00
Shlimoon Youkhana, Chicago, IL.......... 15.00
Victoria Yohana, Burton, MI .............. 15.00
(gift subscription to Amly Khan, Chicago)
Ashour Shamoun, Ontario, Canada ......... 9.50
Joel ]. Elias, Berkeley, CA ................. 60.00

{gift subscription to Nathan Elias, Richmond,
CA; Paul Elias, San Francisco, CA; Annie
Elias, Chicago, IL; Edy Borey, Loveland, OH)

Wilfred Alkhas, San Jose, CA.............. 15.00
Needy Assyrians

John R. Michael, Quebec, Canada ......... $80.00
Stephen Sarhad, San Rafael, CA.......... 100.00

(designated for Dennis Sarhad-Zadeh, the
bed-ridden young man in Turkey)

Margaret Xuereb, Fresno, CA ............. 25.00
Joseph Benjamin, San Leandro, CA ........ 75.00
Serkes Ibrahim, Ontario, Canada .......... 13.00
Elizabeth P. Odisho, Toronto, Canada..... 200.00
Mariam (Europa) D.Jado & ............. 1000.00
Margaret P. Jado, Skokie, IL
Shimshon L. Essa, Modesto, CA ........... 35.00
Ferdinand Badal, Hayward, CA........... 205.00
Fred Rustum, Philadelphia, PA............ 50.00
Sarkis Sargon Elia, Pasadena, CA ......... 25.00
Fredrick B. Ashouri, Danville, CA ......... 75.00
Davis E. David, Modesto, CA.............. 25.00
S. Dick Sargon, Danville, CA............. 250.00
Mr. & Mrs. Sargis, Philadelphia, PA ....... 30.00
Joyce Bynum, San Francisco, CA .......... 35.00
Peggie Jacob Hernandez, Rodeo, CA ....... 100.00
{(in memory of her mother, Nina N. Jacob)
Education
Hamlet N. Shabbas, San Francisco, CA . ...$15.00
Charles Yonan, Pleasanton, CA........... 150.00 -
Semiramis A. Shabbas, Oakland, CA....... 50.00
(in memory of her aunt, Nina N. Jacob)
Raabi Regina Michael, Turlock, CA........ 50.00
Darrell O. Huwe, Athens, OH ............. 50.00
(in memory of Nina N. Jacob) '
Michael Younan, San Jose, CA............. 25.00
Dr. William Ramsini, Gahanna, OH........ 50.00



Christimmas Donation

Sophie Badal, Canoga Park, CA........... $50.00
Mikhael K. Pius, Modesto, CA ............. 50.00
Daniel De Kelaita, San Francisco, CA ... ... 70.00
Anonymous.................. PO 50.00
Khawa Odisho & Benyamin Odisho, ...... 100.00

Toronto, Canada

(in memory of Nina N. Jacob)
Major James R. Daniels, San Jose, CA ...... 50.00
Jacob Malek-Zadeh, San Francisco, CA ... 100.00
Youel A. Baaba, El Sobrante, CA.......... 250.00
Dr. Arian B. Ishaya, San Jose, CA.......... 50.00
Eshaya D’Mar Shimun, ................... 30.00

San Francisco, CA
Edward E. Jacob, Menlo Park, CA.......... 50.00

(in memory of his mother, Nina N. Jacob)
Bailis Y. Shamun, Spartanburg, SC ........ 30.00
Homer Samo, Turlock, CA ............... 20.00
Henry George, Turlock, CA ............... 20.00
Milton Khoobyarian, San Jose, CA ......... 30.00
M. Yonan-Malek, Carmel, CA............. 100.00
Lydia Ibrahim, Turlock, CA ................ 5.00
Nathan Y. Isaac, Skokie, IL................. 20.00
Betty Kingsbury, Creswell, OR ............ 25.00
Walter Elia, Turlock, CA.................. 15.00
Pius Z. Joseph, Elk Grove Village, IL ....... 50.00
Shlimon Z. Gilliana, Morton Grove, IL...... 10.00
William K. Kanon, Modesto, CA ........... 50.00
Sargon Bidkaram, Fremont, CA............ 30.00
Albert Oushana, Turlock, CA.............. 20.00
Melina K. Oshana, Modesto, CA ........... 20.00
Victor N. Badal, Sunnyvale, CA............ 25.00
Baba N. Shabbas, Berkeley, CA............ 45.00
Peter D. Kiryakos, D.D.S., San Jose, CA ...500.00
Akram & Shalim Shabbas Tatar,......... $70.00

El Cerrito, CA

(in memory of Nina N. Jacob)
Sargon Shabbas, Hercules, CA ............ 75.00
Ilia L. Vartanov, Chicago, IL .............. 15.00
Tony Y. Badal, Niles, IL. .................. 20.00

Charles Samo, Huntington Beach, CA .. ... 100.00

Malek Shimmon, San Francisco, CA ...... 150.00
Aida Arsanis, Van Nuys, CA ............. 100.00
Lapya Z. Shamun, Skokie, IL.............. 25.00
Vallo Benjamin, M.D.,P.C., .............. 100.00
New York, NY
Hubert Babilla, Napa, CA ................. 50.00
Solomon S. Solomon, Chicago, IL .......... 20.00
Robert N. [saac, Schaumburg, IL .......... 10.00
Sargon R. Michael, Pleasanton, CA ....... 100.00
Koorish Shlemon, Des Plaines, IL.......... 25.00
Victoria Yohana, Burton, MI .............. 35.00
Albert Benjamin, Modesto, CA ............ 50.00
Oraham G. Yacoub, Elk Grove ............ 20.00
Village, IL
Victor & Sweetlana Jamal, ............... 100.00
Bronxville, NY
Isaac Ramsini, Rancho Cucamonga, CA ... 100.00
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Odisho Warda, Des Plaines, IL
Zacharia O. Zacharia, Morton Grove, IL .. .. 50.00

Alfred E. Badal, Chagrin Falls, OH ........ 25.00
Benjamin S. Adams, Tucson, AZ ......... 100.00
Agustius B. Bruneman, San Jose, CA....... 50.00
Abram L. George, Modesto, CA ............ 15.00
Yooshia K. Poloss, Los Arigeles, CA ........ 10.00

MAHEEN BENJAMIN DEVOTES
HER TIME TO REFUGEES

We commend Maheen Benjamin for her dedica-
tion and the outstanding work that she has under-
taken for the last ten years in providing assistance
to the Assyrian newcomers and other minorities in
the Chicago area. As a full time case manager with
the Catholic Charities Refugee Resettlement, she
welcomes and spends many hours a day in council-
ing the newcomers, locating a temporary place of
stay, answering many calls while at home and help-
ing them in any way she can.

At the United States Catholic Conference held in
Washington, D.C. June 27 - July 2, relating to refu-
gees and services, Maheen, as a delegate, spoke
about her work and accomplishments with Assy-
rian refugees. While in Washington Maheen met
with Senator Dixon (Illinois) and Congressman
Annunzio to thank them for the assistance they
have provided in facilitating the admission of many
Assyrian refugees to the U.S. and settling them in
Chicago.

We wish Maheen continued success in the wond-
erful humanitarian work that she is doing.

Maheen Benjamin at work.



A clip from the local history of Habbaniya . . . Part VIII

Handshakes, hugs and kisses galore
For old friends, dear evermore;

Old school mates who meet and greet
For a very special treat!

CHICAGO HOSTS FIRST
EX-HABBANIYA SCHOOL REUNION

by Mikhael K. Pius

Handshakes, hugs, kisses and backpats, mingled
with exclamations of joyous recognition, were
aplenty as “long-lost” old friends met and greeted
each other at the first 50-year Reunion of the former
Habbaniya Union School students and teachers,
held at McCormick Center Hotel in Chicago on Fri-
day evening, September 4, 1992.

The special event was a dinner-and-dance party
attended by over 350 participants who had gathered
from various Assyrian communities in the U.S. and
in several other countries. Of these, some 90 were
former students — including a few teachers — of
the late Raabi Yacoub’s school and the rest were
their spouses, their adult children and their friends.
The student majority was in the 58-68 age group
and some of them hadn’t seen each other for three or
four decades!

The number of ex-students attending the party
was only a tiny percentage of the total number who
had studied in Kaabi Yacoub’s school during its two
decade lifespan from 1924 through 1944 in Hinaidi
and Habbaniya. But those present were in fact a
cross-sectton of the students and of the Assyrian
community of Habbaniya as a whole. Of the total
participants, 12 were from Australia, 51 from Cali-
fornia, 20 from Canada, two from Carolina, three
from Colorado, one from Dubai, 17 from England,
one from Iraq, one from Louisiana, four from Penn-
sylvania, one from Saudi Arabia, five from Virginia
and the remainder of over 235 from Chicago and its
suburbs.

The Reunion was the product of the imagination
and hard work of a four-member organizing com-
mittee composed of Benyamin Esho Yalda, Odisho
Warda, Sargon Yacoub Aboona, and Zakharia Odi-
sho Zakharia, assisted by their wives and adult
children.

The party itself was well organized in regard to
both place and grace. Though not hob-nobbing with
bigwigs, all the guests were conservatively well
dressed and enjoyed an excitingly pleasant time
among newly-found old friends of their own kind,
reminiscing, laughing, wining, dining and dancing.
There was a good dance band playing, video and
photography coverage, and the menu, though not
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the meal of the rich and the famous, was quite good
for the $25 fare, which was in fact a special price,
inclusive of free parking, obtained by Odisho Warda
who is the Catering Manager of the hotel. The
amount also included a free copy of the Ad Book
—while supply lasted! — published by the Commit-
tee. And the process of contacting and drawing
together all the participating men and women from
various Assyrian communities in the world for one
evening of cultural socializing was quite a job in
itself, even though the Reunion was conveniently
planned to take place during the Labor Day annual
convention of the Assyrian National Federation
when literally thousands of Assyrian visitors from
all over converged upon the city to take part in the
various organized meetings and festivities.

Although there were no firework displays explod-
ing and flashing in multi-colors and designs in the
dark sky in jubilation of the event, the Reunion was
an evening of nostalgic affection and euphoric
excitement that painted a memorable picture in the
minds of the participants and left an afterglow in
their hearts long after they had all returned to their
homes. Even the usually-inclement elements of the
Windy City proved receptive and welcomed the vis-
iting guests with a warming touch of sunshine and
a cooling whiff of drizzly breeze during their few-
day sojourn in the area. And Chicago suburbs,
Schaumburg and Elk Grove in particular, were
simply lovely and picturesque! Their quiet, tree-
lined streets, well-tended green lawns, colorful flow-
erbeds, and beautiful homes basked in the golden
sunshine of the season as well as bathed in the
cooling drizzle.

The Reunion party got underway when arriving
guests entered the cocktails hall for an hour of
getting acquainted. To the twangy melody of a harp
— played by Leynette Kirkwood — the guests
moved around, meeting and greeting each other.
Old friends meeting for the first time in years,
hugged and kissed and patted each other and
exclaimed and laughed in excitement. Those who
had already met stood sipping a drink as they
quietly talked and laughed, renewing old friend-
ships or just getting acquainted with each other. A



few others ogled the vintage Habbaniya photo-
graphs of Union School, and of Boy Scout, Girl
Guides and office staff groups — enlarged and set
on wooden stands around the room — and mur-
mured among themselves.

At the reception hall, Ben Yalda requested a few
moments of silence in tribute to the departed broth-
ers and sisters, the latest of whom were the late
Raabi Nina Nwyia Jacob and the soccer coach and
former Iraqiinternational footballer, Youra Eshaya.
Then, the oldest ex-Raab: Yacoub’s student and the
ex-Habbaniya resident were picked: Phillip Malik of
Modesto (77) and Rehana Shino of Chicago (92),
respectively, were each treated to a round of
applause!

Dorothy Yalda takes care of the business at the party
with a big smile while sister-in-law Janine Yalda
stands and walches.

(L tor): William David Shino, Victoria Mama Jotyar,
Mirza Shmoil, efc. at the reception hall.

Ben Yalda delivers the opening speech while fellow
Organizing Committee members (I to r): Odisho
lWarda, Skharia O. Skharia and Sargon Y. Aboona
ook on.

Ben Esho Yalda welcoming the guests. Some of the party guests at the get-acquainted cocktail reception room.
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After telling a joke about his lifetime friend
Enwia Warda, Ben Yalda then welcomed the guests
and expressed thanks to the people who had assisted
their committee, namely their wives, Leena Yalda,
Ampolia Warda, Almas Aboona, and Helen Zakha-
ria, and their children Dorothy Yalda, Sargon
Yalda, Luai Aboona, Emile Aboona, and Olivia
Warda. Thanks were also expressed to Dorothy
Yailda and Alice Thawi who had donated the single
carnation for each table; to Daniel David Benyamin
for typesetting the Assyrian part of the Ad Book and
toJulius N, Shabbas and Mikhael Pius of California,
Mirza Shmoil of Canada, Andrious Mama Jotyar
and Enwia Warda of England, and Dinkha Warda of
Australia for publicizing the Reunion in their re-
spective areas.

In a brief speech, peppered with a few humorous
comments about his friend Shimon Haroun, Youel
Baba of El Sobrante, California, expressed appreci-
ation of the Organizing Committee’s good work,
and Odisho Warda said The Lord’s Prayer to usher
in wine, dinner, music and dancing.

Turlock’s singer Aglanteen Warda sang, in her
nightingalish voice, three patriotic songs: Salma
D’Shoubakhan, Ar'aa D’Mouladi, and Saparchiwin,
with piano accompaniment by Ben’s son Sargon
Yalda.

Notes in hand, Raabi Janey David Rizk of Chicago
reminisced about her schooldays, and life and peo-
ple in Habbaniya, stressing the modest lifestyle but
close social and family ties and discipline of child-
ren vis-a-vis their parents, as compared with today’s
standards.

After a couple of Khigga dances, in which many
took part, Andrious Mama Jotyar, Editor Assyrian
Observer of England, General Secretary of the Assy-
rian Society of Great Britain, evergreen athlete, and
knowledgeable person about Assyrian books, ex-
plained the meaning of Assyrianism and national
anthems in a well-delivered recited speech.

Ben Yalda then told a couple of humorous anec-
dotes about himself. He was joined by Daniel Lazar
Solomon of Modesto for a couple of old Habbaniya
Boy Scout songs. Enwia “Ennu” Warda then took
the microphone and joked and jested about his boy-
hood pranks in Habbaniya.

Hormis Hassamo of Chicago sang a light Assy-
rian song about Habbaniya while dancers waltzed
around on the floor. This was succeeded by other
waltzes and a La Comparsita Tango. Two ex-
Habbaniya musicians joined the Brothers’ Band:
Zakharia Zakharia played saxaphone and Andrious
Mama tambourine.

Following several Khigga dances and a solo,
Dinkha Warda of Australia read his paper on the
subject of Habbaniya school and people, describing
them in general terms. He mentioned some customs
and traditions and praised the talented students the
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Youel Baaba of El Sobrante, Calif., briefly expressing
appreciation of the work of the Commitice

K. - . o R = -..-;"-
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Modesto’s singer Aglanteen Warda singing patriotic
songs, accompanied by Sargon Yalda on the piano.

Raabi Janey (nee Shino) Rizk speaking of life and
schooldays in Habbaniya.



Khigga dancing.

Andrious Mama Jotyar of Kent, England, tackling Enwia Warda of Kent, England, telling funny stories
“Assyrian nation and national anthems.” about his boyhood in Habbaniya.

Ben Yalda and Daniel Lazar Solomon singing old a
Habbaniya Boy Scout songs. o7 Hormis Hassamo of Chicago singing dance songs.




school produced not only in education but also in
Scouting, sports and the arts, especially music and
drama.

And last, much later, in an instant Assyrian
translation of a humorous speech in English, Mik-
hael Pius painted a bitter-sweet nostalgic picture of
today’s “version’’ of yesterday’s Habbaniya stu-
dents, mentioning about the absence of some of the
students and recalling, in subdued tones, the names
of a few of the departed brothers and sisters.

After several rounds of lively Khigga dancing by
the crowd, William David Shino brought the pro-
gram to a close with his Roush Jwanka song, arous-
ing a vigorous standing mass chorus by the guests.
The taking of a group picture of all the ex-students
and teachers was the final sign-off.

The Reunion as a whole was a hit with the parti-
cipants, for everyone seemed to be having a wonder-
ful time. It has also drawn some glowing comments
from various quarters and the hope that the event
can be repeated every other year or once every four
years, perhaps each time in a different location
where there is a large Assyrian community.

Some onlookers, however, might condemn the
Reunion as an insignificant event that was merely a
dine-and-dance rigda w 'shwaara affair which made
no contribution to the Assyrian cause or culture.
Others might argue that the Reunion glorified a
place where the Assyrians lived a subservient life-
style under the British and made no mention of the
fact that they were used and abused individually
and as a nation, and cheated out of their national
reward for their loyal economic and military service
and for valuable contribution to the British control
of Iraq and the British war effort. And still others
might allege that the Reunion was a romp and a
backward glance at a mode of life and a chapter of
the Assyrian history that it best be left forgotten!

It is true that the Reunion was a dine-and-dance
evening of enjoyment, but it was not intended to be
a patriotic statement or a political breast-beating! It
was only a social function in celebration of friend-
ship and community human relations, and of a
sensible, even though subservient, way of life, as
well as family values and cultural tradition fondly
remembered but which are gradually fading away!
And although the event was Assyrian in both form
and content, it was in fact a student reunion cele-
bration of a former school and township, although
both predominently of Assyrian majority, were
shared with a few other races, and notably the
Armenians. Unfortunately, none of the Armenian
ex-friends were present to join in the renewal of old
friendships and to celebrate a social and cuitural
tradition they once enjoyed with the Assyrians.
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Dinkha Warda of Sydney, Australia, speaking about
Habbaniya Union School and ils lalented students.

Mikhael Khammo Pius of Modesto, Calif., paintinga
nostalgically bitter-sweet picture of today’s ““version™
of yesterday’s Union School students.

Former Habbaniva musical performers William
David Shino of Chicago singing Roush Jwanka and
Andrious Mama of England playing the lambourine,
with mass chorus from the guests during the last stage
of the party.



‘saged juanboasqns w1 sauanoid 10

"SA2Y10 maf v sqvysad
PUD TIOWYS DZATJA] “YDY, ST WDYDAQY UROPIDA] OULUADY ] DOLULIAT
PADMPI] ‘DUUDYYNOL GI1SOL ‘UOMO]OS ADZDT [PIUD(] “WDYDAGY
(Avquen))) UDPYSHOYS ‘Opvf SNOJOJ JIADSADIY ‘WDMIYYAT DYSH
‘DU (SIEADMBLY) KADJA] STUBPNIS ZDG (] SYMDYS] PUD 954095) DIDT
DYYULT SIGODY Uy D) SDM 24N01G JNOAT 2Y] 040424 1/2] 111G UOIUNIY
Y} PIPUIIIV OYM SLIYIVI] PUD SIUIPRYS-X2 Y] [0 20 *dJON

"DUOOGY RV L UOSADS ‘qOID[ uosuyof ‘vipquyg 1SvYIY janog
SUIJ OWWDYS] [ODYYLN TODYOLN [1a00Y uyof ‘DpAvA 0YSIpO)
‘qoon[ 1gDDY WUYIIM DUUDYYNO [NDYS WDAY ‘120G -]y UDYION
‘Pravq uwowyyS plapq 120g-1y SHOUPUY DUUDYYNOL UOUL
HYS ‘SvGDYS mAmpN Sniyn{ ‘DPIDL (UOYIDUOK) DUBYT ‘OuULDY]
POLWIN DIMY  ‘UDYSIUDYY] (212Y7) vuudg ‘ouryS piapg uvof
WYSOUDJ WIMDAUI ‘OULYS PIAD( MDA NOPDY NPULYS 1YSO
‘DUDYO LAV PraD(] a54085) (Y14 0] Jfo] — (mo43svy) Sutpunys

QUG WOYDAQY LoySH ‘Smid (uvmi) vuipunlg ‘vqvg (pan()
DAPUDS ZDNLY (PLAD(]) DUIYD] 2DMIY (UOWIIYS) UL ‘DUUDY

-ynox vCipng 21k0g (vpsop) pynf ‘vzog (Gisox) yapivy| ‘Uruivl
UG PRAMWIN IO IOYAD] UDADUWDYS ‘UDSIN (SpqqoyS) A7prT
YD wmnlusg ¢undd YUPH (1n0YS) DIy ovos] uyof ‘osunf
NULUADJA] YSDALYSYY T ‘ADZDT WEDISHY] PRAULIN] ‘DU00QY (DUOOQY)
jounf ‘vuvysy uvhiog uyof ‘pranq (212y) v2i] ‘YYD OSUDLDM
12DYNIN ODDS] SIMAOE] DADYSH ‘SWDPY yIvf ‘Ygdasof souiissng
SHIJ ‘Prav(] InoYS UBIE SHAINJ UOUIYS ADAIOf DULDT\ SHOLLPUT
‘DILDYIDT OYSIP() DIADYIDT JYT14 01 1f2] — (ROLIST) SupuvIS

"SOINOJ
(p172q0g) aupf ‘vi7 (j]pnowyS) 1510y ‘07124 (12000y) ST DGUDG
([1200Y) 291 ‘20403 (DUO0QY) DMDYY] VUDASDY) DZINOT ODUS]
(SN0J0]) 2ISIMY ‘DUUDYYNOK (JaNUDUULTY ) DUUDYY] Y21y (0UIYS)
Aoupf QDY ‘U0FADS (So4D]) uB4dA QUDY ‘Sning (1nvYyS)
qunf VYSDUIP (MIYDANTY) aN4DBG 4DZUT (1450S) vUIF] YUV
(W22YS) KYYDY ‘DYSAIPDN] JOADSADI IPUDT (DYSL3PDN) AUDM
-AD] ‘prav( Kvyss] siap(] JYSii 0] 331 — (SLIDYDI U0) SUYNS

"0QDYS SITADMIL) FUIFPPOI DPADA| DINUT
‘uounof yoof ‘vpwx oysy urmviuzg :(4001f uo) Iuynsg

i

C661 ‘¥ 'LddS NO 09HVIIHOD “TALOH dALNAD DINJOI?IN LV NOINNHA
SYIHOVHL 2 SINJANLS TOOHOS NOIN IAIVNIH ® VAINVAAdVH-XA

(o]
(A



NATIONAL IDENTITY

by: Youel A Baaba

Modern communication media are
both a blessing and a curse of our time. A
nation, a person, Qor a topic may be the
beneficiary or the victim of the media. It
all depends on the level of interest of the
subject matter to the news makers.
Everyday we witness media exposing,
supporting and directing attention to
issues that have very little value or
benefit to the society. A positive
perception by the media is a crucial step
in the successful promotion of an idea or a
cause.

Today, there are several institutions
and organizations that are dedicated to
secure civil liberties, save endangered
people, protect animal species and the
environment. Certainly, many of these

issues do deserve the attention and support
of the civilized world. However, at the
same time we find other people, cultures,
languages, that are in the process of
being destroyed and not a single word
from the media in their support. If they
are ever mentioned, they are either in
passing or in a negative manner.

Millions of dollars are spent by
Western nations and their institutions to
preserve  primitive cultures of no
significant value to human civilization.
Yet the civilized world has forgotten or
refuses to acknowledge the Assyrian
question. Common sense would dictate that
modern nations would attempt to preserve
the inheritors of that great civilization
and church that have contributed so
tremendously to the advancement of
mankind. As a matter of fact very few
nations in the world would even admit or
acknowledge our existence, We are buried
in some dead files and totally forgotten. We
no longer possess any couniry with
natural resources or a sirategic position
to arouse the interest of the world.

Our language, our culture and our
heritage are openly being stolen, distorted
and utilized by wusurpers who have no
legal or moral basis to claim it. Assyrian
churches, national organizations and
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concerned individuals should become
cognizant of this neglect and
indifference. We should challenge these

negative views and assert our position and
persistently bring to the attention of the
public wherever we reside the Assyrian
question. We should demand formal
recognition of our national rights and
pursue programs that will ultimately
secure our national identity. Our
challenges should be based on historical
facts, our aims to be realistic in scope and
our activities to be based on well planned
and well financed programs. The most
important accomplishment of our time
would be to acknowledge that we cannot
afford to wait for others to grant us our
liberty and rights. We can achieve our
goals through hard work, dedication to
our objectives and pursuant of legitimate
programs.

Presently we find Assyrians mired
up to their neck in a quagmire of
divisiveness, discrimination, and national
confusion. It clearly appears (o all
prudent observers that we are bent on a

struggle to eradicate ourselves from the
face of the worid. We, the victims of
discrimination and foreign intrigue, have

championed the very killing factors as
our cause celebre. We are doing our utmost
to ensure that no one Ssucceeds among us
in the arecas of national struggle.

An objective review of our history
during the Christian era points to one
singile crippling factor that has caused
our national demise; lack of unanimity
of our people. Historically, Assyrians
have failed to unite in support of a
national leadership either in the person
of one individual or an elected council.
Our blind commitment to the new faith
caused us to totally overlook our national
interests and security.

Historically, the religious schisms
have been our downfall. Sadly we are still
fighting over these worn out issues, Today,
most enlightened nations of the world
have learned to tolerate and accept the
fact that people should be free to pursue
their religious belief without fear or
discrimination. We Assyrians have gone a
step further than that. We not oanly leave
the church of our fathers and follow other




faiths, but we also renounce our national
identity and assume a false label given to
us by outsiders. Assyrians should be free

to choose their church; however, this does
not mean that people should deny their
nationality or refute their heritage. Why

is it that when Assyrians choose to follow
a certain faith or rite, they have to refute

their heritage, deny their nationality and
accept labels that have distorted our
history?

The ecxistence of the three religious
appellations of our people, namely
Nestorians, Jacobites, and Chaldeans is an
affront to the sensibilities of all rational
Assyrians, These are false labels given to
us by our enemies. We are one nation,

one people with one name and one
commaon history, language and
heritage. We are all ASSYRIANS. The

sooner we force church hierarchy of the
three branches to renounce these labels
and formally accept the national identity
"ASSYRIAN', the sooner we stop the
process of national deterioration. We
should demand that the church
hierarchies issue proclamations asserting
that from this day on, we shall be known,
addressed and recognized by our true
national name, ASSYRIAN.

Those individuals or institutions
that persist in prolonging this fiction
need to be totally isolated and denied any
support from the Assyrian communities.
Only we Assyrians can accomplish this. It
is time that we separate the national issues
from church affairs. All church leaders
deserve and are entitled to full respect and
support for their position and office in the
administration of the church affairs.

Let us remember that we were
Assyrians before we became Christians
and before we were labeled Jacobite,
Nestorian, or Chaldean. The church was
established to serve the people. The
church's primary duty is to bring us close
to our creator and teach us to follow in the
path of righteousness. The church leaders
should not be allowed the opportunity to
act as dictators or interfere in the national
affairs. Their responsibility is and should
continue to be the salvation of our souls
and guidance of our activities to be
compatible with the golden rule.
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE
ASSYRIAN FOUNDATION OF
AMERICA IN 1992

This year was the 15th anniversary of the publi-
cation of Nineveh magazine. It is one of our proudest
achievements. Through this medium we keep our
readers informed of the history, language and cul-
ture of the Assyrians, an essential element in main-
taining the Assyrian heritage and identity. It costs
a great deal of money to publish the magazine but
we feel it serves a valuable purpose.

In 1992 we provided $5,150 for student assist-
ance. Also this year the Foundation continued its
program to help needy Assyriansin Turkey, Jordan
as well as in Northern Iraq. We expended $11,000
towards this need in the Middle East. Thus, the
total contribution for just these two projects
amounted to $16,150.

To encourage Assyrian writers and publishers
the Assyrian Foundation spent $4,100 to purchase
some of their books. We help to sell some of these
books but most are given as complimentary gifts to
those who make substantial donations to the Foun-
dation. We feel it is very important for these writers
and publishers to continue to produce literary, his-
torical and educational books about Assyrians.

To sum up, the Assyrian Foundation of America
expended a total of $20,250 in 1992 for Assyrian
causes. This is over and above the thousands of
dollars Nineveh magazine costs to produce. This
shows that even though an organization is small
{115 members) it can make great accomplishments
when it has really dedicated members.

It is with much gratitude that we wish to
acknowledge the gracious and humanitarian ges-
tures extended to us by the friends and supporters
of the Assyrian Foundation whose gifts of support
made it possible for us to meet some of these needs.
It is our hope and prayer that they will continue
with their kindness and concern in these worthy
causes.
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ANNA ESHOO ELECTED TO
UNITED STATES CONGRESS

Anna Eshoo, an Assyrian, was overwhelmingly
elected to the United States Congress on November
3, 1992, as the representative from the 14th Con-
gressional District of California, which covers the
famous high technology Silicon Valley area. This is
the first time that a Democrat was elected from this
district. “Did you ever think that your mother was
going to be a Congressperson?,” Eshoo asked her
son and daughter before a cheering crowd at her
Palo Alto headquarters on election night.

Her campaign focused on the core Democratic
issues of health care reform and environmental pro-
tection. She also favored issues of importance to
business, supporting tax incentives and a balanced
budget amendment, and she cast herself as a more
caring, concensus-building candidate who could
work effectively in Congress.

During the campaign a Committee of Assyrians
of the Bay Area for Anna Eshoo for Congress was
formed and raised substantial sums of money for
her campaign.

The only other Assyrian who served in the U.S.
Congress was Adam Benjamin of Indiana during
the 1960s period. In addition, John Nimrod served in
the State Senate of Illinois for many years. Both
Benjamin and Nimrod were very effective in help-
ing Assyrian refugees during the periods of unrest
in the Middle East, as well as other times. Mr.
Benjamin died many years ago; Senator Nimrod
continues to be very helpful in Assyrian causes.

Anna Eshoo (left) embraces an unidentified sup-
porter at an Atherton polling location.
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SHIMSHON MAGHSOD ELECTED
Member of Parliament to Iranian Majlis

Shimshon Maghsod, an argriculturist by profes-
sion who worked for the Iranian Ministry of Agri-
culture for 26 years and left the Ministry with an
outstanding record of achievement, was elected
Member of Parliament by his Assyrian constituents
in Iran to represent them in the Majlis of Iran.

In his last position as Director General for Inter-
national Relations, Mr. Maghsod had represented
the Iranian government in several United Nations
specialized agencies and commission meetings for
economic and technical cooperation.

Mr. Maghsod received his education in the field of
agriculture in the United States, and earned his BA
and MA degrees in English Literature and Public
Administration from the University of Tehran. He
is the author of two books on marine life and has
written numerous articles on various subjects
which have appeared in the Iranian press.

Mr. Maghsod has for years been active in the
social, cultural and church activities of our Assy-
rian community in Iran, We congratulate him for
his past achievements and hope that he will suc-
cessfully serve his Assyrian people in Iran.

STUDENT ASSOCIATION
FORMED AT UC DAVIS

A new Assyrian American Student Association
was formed recently at the University of California,
Davis. The intent is to increase awareness of Assy-
rian culture and to promote relations amongst
Assyrian students at this campus.

They plan to establish and maintain relations

~ with other Assyrian student organizations in hopes

of uniting the young generation and contributing to
Assyrian culture and the community. This organi-
zation would like to serve as an informative outlet
for the campus in order to aid other Assyrian stu-
dents. They hope to encourage more young Assyri-
ans to consider higher education as a priority and
goal. The organization asks for the support of Assy-
rian clubs, student organizations, and youth
groups.

We wish them success in their progress toward
making UC Davis more familiar with the Assyrian
ethnicity.



NOSTALGIC MUSINGS AND AFTERTHOUGHTS
ON HABBANIYA REUNION

by Mikhael K. Pius

I've already written a news report in Nineveh mag-
azine on the Chicago September 4, 1992 Reunion of
the former students and teachers of the late Raab:
Yacoub's ex-Habbaniya Union School, and I'd like
to set down now some personal comments of my
OWn.

Wehad a really good time at the Reunion party! It
was one of the most exciting nights in my life! In
addition, Blandina and I also enjoyed our one-week
visit in Chicagoland! We stayed with our cousins,
Julia (Mishael) and Victor Havil Lazar — a gracious
and hospitable couple — and their two lovely and
well-behaved children in the beautiful suburb of
Schaumburg. We enjoyed their company and they
were s0 happy with us that they kept entreating us
to stay a week longer. And believe it or not, that’s a
fact!

Victor “spun” us about the town to meet and
greet a few relations and friends. We condoled
Amelda (Eshaya) and Shimshoun Daniel on Youra
Eshaya’s death, and we paid brief visits to the
homes of Shimshoun's parents, Phillip and Maria,
and of Nargis and Ezaria David.

Pius Zussimas Joseph, a very old friend, and his
wife Nina (Sheem) were our companions and hosts
at the Reunion. The couple also treated us, and
Archdeacon Ninos Michael, to a sumptuous dinner
at a plush Italian restaurant and then entertained
us at their apartment in Elk Grove with a hilar-
ously funny video of the 1991 party thrown for
Enwia “Innu’”’ Warda by his cronies. I almost
laughed my eyes blind!

My old buddy Eshay Orahim Baba of Skokie
offered me, from the family car lot, the free use of a
new car to whirl around in during our stay. But I
put my foot down hard and declined the offer
because he wouldn't hire a private detective too to
find me everytimeI got lost! Man, I can barely drive
my way around in li'le o]’ Turlock and Modesto that
I know like the palms of my hand, let alone whizzing
around in big ol’ Chicagoland! But we settled
instead on an afternoon with him and Sandra when
we had a deliciously full dinner and met their
“whole gang,” politely declining also an overnight
stay. Eshay’s affable son, happy-go-lucky “Baldy”
Bob, drove us back to our base. While in Skokie, we
also paid a courtesy call on Awigle (Polous) and
Eshaya Hormis Isaac and met their children (and
grandson) and Awigle’s sister Margaret and their
mother, Europa, whom I hadn’t seen for 40 years!

And on our last day, we had a very tasty breakfast
with Ben and Leena Yalda at their cozy home in Des
Plaines, where I also met and chatted with Dinkha
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David of Australia and his older brother Odisho.
Ben also introduced me to Daniel David Benyamin,
Assyrian Editor of Journal of the Assyrian Academic
Society of Chicago and a poet and writer. Daniel
showed me, at his home, some of the good Assyrian
computer typesetting and other literary work he’s
doing.

The report I've written on Chicago’s recent Hab-
baniya Reunion is rather objective in its approach.
I've tried to handle it with kid gloves, keeping
myself out of the picture and my personal views to
myself. But the subject of the Reunion party is
basically entertainment, and as such, I think it’s a
topic that can also lend itself to a light, personal
treatment. So I'd like to let my hair down — or
what’s left of it! — and write subjectively about it
also, giving vent to some of my own observations,
thoughts, memories and musings — with a few
playful jabs and some ribbing thrown in for good
measure! )

Basically, I've always been a shy introvert, an
idealist, a day-dreamer — and especially so during
my youth — and not much of a social butterfly,
political motivator, or ambitious go-getter. I'm not
sure if that’s a healthy state. I know it's definitely
not a progressive attitude to life, because only go-
getting realists who look straight ahead and not
over their shoulder or sideways are the ones who
get ahead in life. But I am honest, sincere, loyal,
considerate, and — incurably nostalgic! And I also
value human relations.

So as a nostalgic person who values friendship, [
did look forward very much to the Reunion night. I
was very eager to see again some of my old friends
— particularly those I hadn't seen since my youth
in Habbaniya — as well as those I barely knew. [
was virtually glowing with anticipation of a won-
derful evening, not so much to wine, dine and dance
even though I enjoy that — despite my ‘“bum”
heart! — but rather to feel the joy and affection of
meeting, greeting and rediscovering “lost” friends
and to learn what changes the long years had
brought upon them as to their physique, health,
profession, family, etc.

Although the evening was more than seven hours
long, time flew by on swift wings! And friends were
simply too many to meet, greet and chat with even
in the span of one “long” evening! Blandina and I,
however, managed to meet a number of friends
during the get-acquainted cocktails hour and we
sandwiched some more between the dinner and the
dancing sessions.

The persons we met whom we hand’t seen since



the Habbaniya days of the fifties were Shmoil
Mirza, Khawa (Aboona) Pierce, Raabi Janey (David)
Rizk, Raabi Dinkha Z. George (though he didn’t
seem to remember me!), Alice (Roovil) Baaba and
her brother John Roovil Michael, Raabi Verjjn
(Patros) Sargon, Awigle (Polous) Isaac and her sis-
ter Margaret, Juliet (Warda) Boyle, Menashy Shin-
du Badou, David Shlimon David, Alfred Daniel, and
a few others.

We also met some we had lost track of since the
Baghdad days of the sixties and seventies, such as
Ben (with whom I've been exchanging letters and
phone calls since last year) and Leena Yalda, Odisho
Warda, Fahima (David) Aiwaz and two of her
brothers, George and Sargon (I missed Aummo!)
David Mar Yohanan and their wives, Sargon Ya-
coub Aboona and his wife Almas (Antar), Benyamin
Menashi, George Youkhanna Kelaita, Eshaya Hor-
mis Isaac, John Baijan Rehana and his wife Paaro,
Youel Aghassi Babilla, Yosip Youkhanna, Khanna
(Ammanuel) Youkhannan, and one of my closest
friends, Simon Putrus and his wife Jane, Phillip
Rehana David, and a few others I can’t recall now.

Some of the people we couldn’t meet but watched
in the Reunion photos and on video were Aram
Shaul Youkhannan, Juliet David Shino, Raabi Kha-
mis DeBaz (my brother Wiska would be disap-
pointed!), Shoushan (Cambar) Abraham and her
brother-in-law Akhshirash Mammu Jango (the
Habbaniya Canal swimming contest second-place
champion!), Permany (Nadersha) Landi, Esha Erk-
hiwan, Andrious Mama’s and Edward Nimrod’s
wives, Victoria and Regina, and Mary (Gewargis)
Mirza and her husband Khouna Kaaku Mirza. I was
sorry my old classmate Khouna “Gloola” Youk-
hanna didn’t show up and had I had the chance to
meet Mary Mirza I'd have reminded her of the time
she nudged me for assistance during our final
exams in the school open courtyard in 1940 and
asked her how well (or badly!) did she do as a result
of my help! I was a Junior (Secondary B Form) and
Mary was a Sophomore (Secondary A), and I was
too girl-shy to ask her then!

As one of the two California representatives for
the Reunion Organizing Committee, ] was asked in
advance by Ben Yalda to speak at the Reunion
party. Actually, Julius Nwyia Shabbas should have
been the speaker. I believe he has had more practice
in public speaking than I. But because his sister
Nina had died only a couple of months prior to the
Reunion, he didn’t want to attend, and was per-
suaded, along with his younger sister, Lilly (Nwyia)
Neesan, only at the last minute, to come.

I'm not much of a public speaker. For one thing, I
haven't had much experience in the game. I'd
spoken only three times previously — and almost
all of them were near disasters! — not counting the
“practice sessions’’ I had when I and several of my
friends formed a club debating circle in Habbaniya
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for a few months. For another, I'm not like some
lucky ones who can speak off the cuff, without
squinting into a paper. Then, too, I always have a
hard time keeping my cool in front of a listening
crowd. But this time I beat my breast and resolved
to do it!

I'wrote myseif a Nostalgic (what else!) speech, and
was rarin’ togo at it! Unfortunately, [ was “treated”
like a fourth-class citizen and was given only the
last chance, at about the time the party was begin-
ning to wind down when my metabolism was at its
lowest ebb and when a few glassfuls of wine and a
whole lot of gabbing had gone to my head and
weighed down my tongue! But the “sport” that I
am, to the podium I gamely climbed, fishing my
speech out of my pocket. Tokeep my hands steady [
grasped the paper in both hands, wetted my lips and
plunged headlong into my speechmaking! Detecting
a catch in my throat when I spoke of our departed
brothers and sisters, Ben Yalda, like an angel of
mercy with a whimsical smile, shoved a glassful of
water into my hand. A couple of gulps wetted my
whistle and lubricated my dry tongue, and at that
moment I forgave Ben all his “sins” against me.

I noticed that despite the confident and well-
presented delivery of his speech, Andrious Mama
also had a catch in his throat when he mentioned
his and his wife’s joy in being at the gathering. But
his mouth and throat didn’t seem to need any
lubrication!

Speaking of Andrious, a lady told me she was
surprised how much he had changed. But her sur-
prise surprised me! I thought Andy was one of the
—if not the — male participants who had changed
less! He has apparently taken good care of himself
and managed to retain much of his youthful looks.
He looked like a slim Latin lover in his white suit,
gleaming white smile, and greyless receding hair
and trimmed moustache. I had a strong suspicion
that the guy had gone to a lot of trouble to keep his
hair and moustache black! But I'm sure that’s a
secret that only his queen, Victoria, knows! Betcha
not even his sons San Antonio and Dellinger know
it!

Let's not kid ourselves! All of us have changed in
one form or another, but some have changed more
than others and in various ways. If it's not grey
hair, it's a barren tophead, if it’s not a pot-belly, it’s
a wrinkled face or sagging eyes, or aching arms or
limbs or a combination of two or three of these.
Worse still is that some are tortured by arthritis or
slowed down by a bad heart or crippled by a stroke.
People have always told me that Ilook young for my
years. At 66 I may have little grey in my hair, few
wrinkles, and only an orta on the back top of my
head, but I certainly don’t feel very young — not
when my heart arteries, hearing and eyesight are
going haywire! And there are, I'm sure, quite a few




in my age group who have these or similar aging
problems, but most of them are too sensitive to talk
about them!

I found the aging process in a few people so pro-
nounced that it gave me a jolt when I recognized
them! But I'm not going to mention names in this
respect. But there were a few who had kept them-
selves well. Among the ladies, I thought Khawa
(Yacoub) Pierce hadn’t changed very much. She
looked more girlish than most, both in her figure
and in her face. (But she had forgotten my name and
“baptized” me “Misha‘‘!) Despite the loss of his mop
of hair, Zakharia Odisho Zakharia is another one
who has retained some of his boyishness. Sargon
Aboona locked debonair as he led the line of 2kigga,
and Ben and Leena Yalda cut some fine figures on
the dance floor, whirling around in the waltz
numbers and doing some fancy steps in other dan-
ces like two young pros! [love khigga dancing — the
few numbers I know — and like to shake and
shimmy now and then. After popping a pill,  man-
aged a round but soon ran out of gas — and ran out
of video, too!

Grandfathers and grandmothers were dime-a-
dozen at the Reunion, and Blandina and I were two
of them. But I wonder how many greaf-grandpar-
ents were there? I know there was at least one
great-grandmother, and that was Panna (Aziz)
Khanishan, mother of singer Robert Khanishan
who himself is a grandfather. It's amazing, when [
think about it! It seems as though it were only
yesterday when the round and rompish eight- or
ten-year-old Panna Aziz, in her black beret and
white-and-blue Girl Guide outfit, lived with her
parents and several siblings, her grandparents, her
uncle Sam “Tittouna’ and his wife Anny and their
baby son Gilbert, all in the two small rooms and a
same-size courtyard of a C2-Type house two “lines”
behind ours! This was during the couple of years
prior to the May 1941 Battle of Habbaniya (later
they moved to better and more spacious quarters).
And Pannais now into her sixties and she’s already
a great-grandmother! Can you beat that?!

‘As all of the participants noticed, there was a lot
of hugging and kissing going on, even between the
opposite sexes, but I'm sure a/l of it was platonic,
motivated by a rush of affectionate feelings of
friendship. Although I'm normally not a kisser, I too
did a lot of cheek-pecking, regardless of gender,
with the retort “Kiss for a fils!” But I think the
huggers and kissers most exposed to the prying eye
of the camera and camcorder seem to be Edward
Nimrod Khammo and Davis Eshay David. But
Davis takes the cake! Davis was always a hit with
the Habbaniya girls and he doesn’t seem to have lost
his touch despite the loss of most of his once beauti-
ful slick coal-black hair!

This reminds me of the boy-and-girl relationships
in C.C. But, oh boy, were they tame compared with
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relationships — even among a section of our own
youth! Those were mostly encounters on the street
during evening strolls that involved chatting, teas-
ing and giggling. Only the brave and the brash
dared to go a step further. There were a few
smoochings in the dark shadows among the bung-
alows, but for the most part relations were puppy
loves or dignified hands-off romances that usually
ended with zoorna w’dawoola — after proper inter-
family arrangements, of course. Others were only
“crushes’ or painful silent loves that never really
flowered in the open.

William David's song Roush Jwanka, Andrious
Mama’s tambourine and Zakharia Odisho’s saxa-
phone also remind me of the weddings and parties
that were held at the Assyrian Employees’ Club and
Armenian Homentmen Club that were hardly more
than a stone’s throw away from our last house in
the K-Type quarter. I'm especially talking about the
outdoor celebrations held on club lawns in summer-
time, usually on Saturday evenings. When I was
not in the festivity, [ would go to bed in our tree-and-
shrubbery-enclosed little garden and lay awake for
an hour or two enjoying the music and singing that
floated down to me on the breeze tiil I fell asleep or
until the party broke up in the wee hours of the
morning, whichever came first. Those were the
days of Samba and Rumba, and William would
scream his familiar ““Hey! Sambaaaa!” followed by
a hot number as he plunged into the song — some-
times his live-wire sister Juliet would sing Arabic
songs — while the Assyrian {or was it Babylon?)
Band played for all it was worth! Among the popu-
lar numbers were La Comparsita Tango and Ten-
nessee Waltz.

The band was composed of a five- or six-member
combination of the following: Andrious and Eshu
Mama, Zakharia Odisho, Sargis and William Shim-
shoun Shallou, the late Avshalim Gewargis Daniel
and his younger brothers Shlimon and Shimshon,
William and Wilson David and a few others playing
a combination of accordion, guitar, mandolin, saxa-
phone, tambourine, drums and perhaps one or two
other instruments.

Other memories of Habbaniya crowd my mind
when I think about them. For instance, I enjoyed
cycling excursions on the well-planned, tree-lined,
shady, metalled Station roads during spring when
my heart was full and the scent of the white and
pink oleander was heavy on the air; watching excit-
ing fierce cup finals of the late 1930’s between
Arsenals and Tigers soccer teams and, a decade or
solater, between the Assyrian Employees’ Cluband
the Levy Civilians, or other local matches when
employees or C.C. thrashed the R.A.F. teams and
snatched the championships or when they beat vis-
iting Iraqi teams in later years, while I jotted down
my notes on the sly and scrambled to write and send
in my report to The Iraqg Times sooner than Ambrose



Vincent, Andrious Mama, Youshia K. Polous, Jacob
Yeramian or other competing “‘reporters”; to take
part in the parades of the well-trained and smart
Boy Scouts and Girl Guides, marching on the street
to the beat of their little brass band’s martial music;
to ogle the wedding dancers kicking up their heels
— and a cloud of dust! — and oozing perspiration in
the warm Sunday sunshine to the booming beat and
blare of dawoola w'zoorna as the aggressive Tiari-
costumed Shakrey, with her bejewelled and muiti-
color-feather-bedecked head, bobbing up and down
and vibrating, shook and shimmied and lead the
long, snakey line of khigga, waving her colored
handkerchief in the air; or tolisten to the late Raab:
Yacoub’s morning pep-talk to the student body
assembled in the school open courtyard, even at the
expense of bearing again the benumbing pain of the
two disciplinary switch lashes he gave me on a cold
morning in 1939

And memories of earlier days in Hinaidi also come
rushing to me. I have often wishes myself a pre-
teenaged boy in Maharatha Lines, to walk the foot-
paths, dusty in summer and muddy in winter
(when we “skated’’ on our bare feet!); to pop into my
first school, Raabi Espania’s “Hindu Temple” Bung-
alow school; to play tennis behind our bungalow
with Andy “Khirru” Simon, Hawil Warda, and the
late Nichola Lazar Solomon; to meander on the
paved R.A.F. roads lined with mulberry and black-
berry trees into which I and my paternal cousin
Avia Ewan clambered in summertime to hastily
munch the sweet, juicy fruit and shake down some
for my maternal cousin, Avisha “Kikosh” Gewar-
gis, down below, who loved to scare us down by his
prankish warning of approaching R.A.F. MP; to
accompany my uncle Para upon the support bar of
his new Simplex bicycle to one of his soccer games
sometimes on very chilly afternoon or to a Tigris
River island picnic with his ¢cronies in summertime;
to take a naked dip into the R.A.F. fire-station pond
followed by a rinsing shower under the nearby
communal treated-water tap just off the camp out-
skirts, with Avia, Youlyous Nwyia Shabbas, and a
few boys from the Gangachin gang, such as Avisha
Yonan, Pnuel Lazar Essa, Aprim “Goora” Kambar,
Aprim “Soora” Iskhaq, and the late Yacoub Shama-
sha Shlimon and our swimming “‘coach’” Shawel
David Essa, and a few others; to go bird-nest hunt-
ing with my tree-climbing and sling-sharpshooting
friend William John; or even to sneak to the shady
spot behind N.A.AF.I stores with my next-door
neighbor William Kaplano Kaanon for a smoke on
the sly, or with my Anglo-Indian neighbor Charlie
Burchill who sometimes stole our cigarette cache
and cackled at us like a chimpanzee to boot!

Nostalgic memories are usually a bitter-sweet
mixture of happy and sad happenings. So my recol-
lections would not be complete without the recall-
ing of some of the old familiar faces that have disap-
peared from amongst us and left us only their
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memory. There was, for instance, the fun-loving
Daniel Iskhaq with his quick toothy-white smile;
the jesting Mattishlikh with his unending magpie-
like chatter; the soft-spoken Aprim Benyamin in his
neat Rover uniform; the ever-smoking Avimalk
Yonan Orahim who presided over our Habbaniya
club five years longer than anyone of the other nine
presidents; my clever, witty and affable younger
brother Aprim (“Appy””); the lively little Anna Polous;
the late noted writer Mishael Lazar Essa’s cousin,
Shawel David Essa, who was cut down while still in
his teens by an exploding German bomb shrapnel
piece during the 1941 bombardment of Habbaniya.
Then there were our strong and sturdy handsome
footballers, Youra Eshaya, Aummo Samson, Gil-
bert Sami Eshaya, Hormis Goriel, who thrilled us
many a day with their soccer talent and skill and
made us feel proud to be Assyrians; and finally, our
inspirational and awe-inspiring great teacher and
school headmaster, Raab: Yacoub, and his hazel-
eyes, curly-haired son and our first Scoutmaster
Raabi Emmanuel Jacob, and his beautiful wife,
Raabi Nina Shabbas Jacob, among others.

My nostalgia of Habbaniya and Hinaidi is some
happy thoughts of my boyhaeod and early adulthood
that have stuck in my mind. But this does not mean
that my — or our — life in these two British camps
was all milk and honey and wine and roses — not by
a long shot! We had some good things going for us,
but there were other memories that would best be
forgotten or pushed to the back of our minds.

The good things were mostly due to our own
talents and skills and our sense of community life.
We were happy as a community. We were closely-
knit, with moral family values and customs and
traditions of our own, and even relations between
us and the few other ethnic groups, particularly the
Armenians, were generally friendly and harmon-
ious. Although our social and economic prospects
were limited, we improvised and took advantage of
what we had. Basically, all of us were of the same
standard of living, more or less, and this probably
was a factor that eliminated fierce economic compe-
tition and generated harmony, but the competition
in other fields, especially sports, produced excel-
lence.

We were not paupers, but there were some among
us who had a hard time making ends meet to keep
body and soul together. This was especially true of
those families that included a lot of mouths to feed
but depended on one breadwinner only, even though
one-breadwinner households were the rule rather
than the exception. The British made sure that our
political horizon, vis-a-vis the Iragi government and
people, remained dark and our economic prospects
limited. And they kept us under their economic
thumb by paying us just enough to live on and
providing us with low-level cramped dwelling facil-
ities and conveniences and ensured that we kept



our place as the servants of the “Sahib’ at a much
lower standard of living than their own. And some
of u$ may still have the scars of the mental and
emotional injury received at the hands of some
individual British personnel who had pronounced
colonial attitudes!

True, the British did take care of our people (and
some Armenians) when we threw ourselves at their
mercy as refugees fleeing our brutal and relentless
Turkish, Kurdish and Persian enemies immediately
following the Great War. But our plight was a
result of our throwing our political and military lot
with the Christian Allied Powers, namely the Brit-
ish, French and Russian. The Russians deserted us
twice in our hour of need and the British took
advantage of our plight and exploited us for their
imperialistic interests in Iraq, to control the coun-
try and benefit from its resources. They used, mis-
used, and abused us as a nation and cheated us out
of our national reward for our role as their smallest
ally in the First World War and for our subsequent
loyal economic and military service to them and for
our significant contribution to their war effort in
the Second World War. In addition, they drove a
wedge between us and the government and people
of Iraq as a whole that has, in some ways, endured
to the present day!

But then, that’s another story too long to be told
here!

Editor’s Note:

Mikhael K. Pius is an old and good friend of mine
dating back to Hinaidi near Baghdad, Iraq. We grew
up together, played, socialized and attended Raabi
Yacoub’s schools. Likewise, our families have known
each other since the 30’s. In this article he forgets to
mention that as children in Hinaidi, as a group, we
used to play Mazreta, Chinna d’Goze, Shagqa Palla,
Goombulyate, sling-shot sparrow hunting, swimming
in the concrelte-lined irvigation canal, or attend soccer
games where at intermission all of us children would
invade the field and kick the ball haphazardly.

I have given Minashi a lot of support and encour-
agement in writing certain history of Assyrians in
Habbaniya. He s a gifted writer. I have also encour-
aged him to wrile a detailed history of the Assyrian
Levies, the 1941 Battle of Habbaniva and the role of
the Levies therein. This has not malerialized as yet,
but I know he can do it even with his “bum” heart as
he admits in the article. I'll just have to keep bugging
him. (Speaking of the 1941 Battle of Habbaniya, I
had written a 20-page article in English on the sub-
ject, but was unable to find it when I returned to
Baghdad from the United States five years later.) |
don’t know why I thought that Minashi would keep
the above article short! I was wyong. But again, know-
ing Minash: that once he sits behind his typewrilter,
there is no end to the flow of words. He goes on and on.
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than a talker.
In the accompanying letter to me he writes:

“Dear Youlyous,

"“As you can see, my article of nostalgia is somewhat
long! Actually, I'd expected it to be a little longer than
the news article, but as usual I over-wrote myself and
blew it out of proportion. However, as far as I'm
concerned, every word is worth it! (Who'd say his
yogurt is sour!)

“You will note that I have taken up a lot of space
with names, and you 'd probably itch to cut these out!
But I believe that names are important to their owners
and perhaps beneficial to your magazine. As you
know, everyone would like to see theiy name in print.
It’s elating and it makes the person feel imporiant,
That generates interest in the article and goodwill
fowards both the writer and the magazine. What do
you think? Am I succeeding in selling my wares?

"“I'd also like to tell you something about my humor
and the playful jabbing I'm poking at a few people, but
T would like to think that my ribbing is not offensive
and especially so because the fivst pevson I'm jabbingis
myself. I hope you will think likewise.

“Meanwhile, I send you my best wishes and hope
you and the whole family had a good Thanksgiving
together.

Minashi
Editor: Minashi succeeded in selling his wavres.

COLLECTING ASSYRIAN
CHILDREN’S FOLKLORE

Surma d’Mar Shimun Mauro and Joyce Bynum of
San Francisco want the Assyrian community to
know that they are beginning a collection of Assy-
rian children’s folklore, to include rhymes, songs,
stories and games. They write that ‘“‘we would like
your help with this project, which we hope will
contribute to preserving the Assyrian heritage for
our children.”

Any material that you may have, please send it to
the attention of the Editor of Nineveh.

THE CONSTANTENDEAVOR
by Phrydon E. Badal
To order this book write to:
Assyrian Foundation of America
P.O. Box 2620
Berkeley, CA 94702

Cost: $15.00 per copy, includes shipping & handling.



“A Soviet Assyrian in India”’

by Nadya Davidova, Tbhilisi, Georgia

Printed at M.T.B.C. Technical Training Centre
Trichur 1992 76 pages

Nadya Davidova was born in Azerbaijan of Assy-
rian parents. She is a teacher of English language in
Thbilisi, Georgia. She studied and graduated from
the Georgian Institute of Foreign Languages major-
ing in English. In 1990, she went to Delhi, India to
work as an interpreter for a Russian engineering
group, to last only one year. She returned to India
with her son, George, seeking medical treatment for
his epilepsy. During this stay she wrote her book
describing vividly her childhood and other expe-
riences. Her love of her Assyrian heritage and
church is evident in the pages of this little trave-
logue book.

Although the author does not dwell on the causes
that led the Assyrians to the former Soviet Union,
she nevertheless describes the struggle and hard-
ship that the families endured, while still preserv-
ing their cultural habits, church customs and eth-
nic identity as passed on to them from generation to
generation.

Prior to Stalin’s purge of 1937-38 the Assyrians
had their language classes and were able to read
and write Assyrian. The author states that even
during the purge of ethnic nationalities, when
schools were closed, books siezed and destroyed, the
Assyrians continued to cling on and “enrich their
culture, customs and habits.”

In 1941 during World War II, young Assyrians
were conscripted and sent to the war front, and
hundreds lost their lives including Nadya’s father.
Nadya was only four years of age then. Memorials
were erected in many villages for the fallen Assyri-
ans as witnessed by the Editor of Nineveh on his
trip to the Soviet Union some five years ago.

“Life went on,” the author says, and the family of
four, mother, grandmother and two girls, managed
towork in community farms and cotton plantations
just to survive. Then there was another purge in
1949 where thousands of ethnic nationalities in-
cluding a segment of Assyrians were exiled to the
far reaches of Siberia. (The story of Exile to Siberia
was written by Iliva Vartanov and serialized in
Nineveh magazine.)

In the foliowing chapters the author describes
her trip to Delhi, India, to Trichur and meeting with
Dr. Mar Aprem! Metropolitan of the Church of the
East (Chaldean Syrian Church), and visiting many
places of interest. This travelogue book is informa-
tive and delightful to read.

'The Foreword is written by Dr. Mar Aprem.

To order this book, write to the:
Assyrian Foundation of America
P.O. Box 2620
Berkeley, CA 94702
Cost: $4.00, includes shipping and handling.

DOREEN JOSEF
MISS ASSYRIA 1992

Doreen Josef of Skokie, Illinois, was crowned
Miss Assyria 1992 at the Miss America Beauty
Pageant of U.S.A., staged recently at the Chicago
Hilton and Towers.

The event was organized by the Assyrian Ameri-
can National Federation as part of its 59th Annual
Convention and hosted by the Assyrian Athletic
Club of Chicago. Doreen Josef’s candidacy was
sponsored by the Assyrian American Ladies
Organization.

Following her triumph, Governor Edgar sent Ms.
Josef a message of congratulations, remarking that
to be recognized in such a manner is an honor and
reflects intelligence, talent, poise and commitment.

Release from the Qffice of the Governor

Editor’s Note: Doreen is the daughter of Napoleon
and Victoria Josef of Skokie, IL.

Left to right: Pat Michalski, Assistant to Governor
Edgar for Ethnic Affairs, Doreen Josef, and Jewel
Lafontant-Mankarious, U.S. Coordinator for Refu-
gee Affatrs.



ABRAM GEORGE LIGHTS 50 CANDLES OF WISDOM
by Mikhael K. Pius

Last September, a 100-page softcover book in
English titled Thoughts To Live By went on sale in
Modesto, California. It was published by the author
himself, Mr. Abram George, a name known to many
readers of The Turlock Journal and of the major
Assyrian periodicals, such as Nineveh, Assyrian
Star, and Bet-Nahrain magazines.

The book is composed of 50 essays. The essays
are based on the author’s own life experiences going
back to his early boyhood years in his native Iran
and on what he has learned from books, books by
wise men of the world and particularly the Holy
Books about the Greatest Teacher of all, Jesus
Christ!

The essays, which are food for thought, are a
mixture of religious convictions and philosophical
musings born out of the author’s optimistic outlook
on life and his strong faith as a Christian. They are
delightful reading, sometimes amusing and often-
times thought-provoking and stimulating, and if
taken seriously they can be parables for the en-
hancement of our lives. The essays are also attuned
and applicable to our everyday life.

In writing Thoughts To Live By, the author says
Jesus has been his teacher. “In this book,” points
out Abram George, “there are 50 burning candles,
just like the three on the cover. They will illuminate
the minds of those who read the hook with the light
of Jesus Christ.”

“A writer has said,”’ goes on Abram, “that one
thought or idea planted into the mind of a person
will change him. I have taken thoughts from Holy
Books and from noted learned men of the world and
interpreted them into my own thoughts.”

Abram thinks Holy Books are the best education,
the highest knowledge, to brighten the minds of
youth. “Then,” he advises, “‘use every minute of
school time to learn and to gain information in order
to achieve success and happiness in life.”

Although I've been reading Abram George’s es-
says and stories for several years, I've only known
the man for less than two years. He called me once
to tell me that he enjoyed my writings in Nineveh
magazine, This led to occasional exchanges of
phone calls between us to chat and discuss writing.
But I have since visited him and his charming wife
Melanie at their home several times.

Abram is a very interesting person. Sitting with
him is an experience! Every piece he speaks 15 a
story or essay in itself, and he’s such an enthusias-
tic and absorbing speaker that you will hardly
notice when one piece ends and the other one beg-
ins. He's like a spring, bubbling over with folklore,
history, anecdotes and wise sayings, all blended

crinkling animated eyes and flushed cheeks is
always beaming with a smile, and I haven’t seen it
yet clouded over by a frown!

Abram George is 83 years young now. He is a
retiree and lives with his wife in their home in
Modesto. He has two daughters, Judith Bretsch-
neider and Julliana Van Leeuwen, and four grand-
children.

Abram was born in the city of Urmia, Iran, in
1909 to Shimoun Gewargis and Nazlou Khoshaba,

but lived most of his childhood in the village of
Khanishan close to the shore of Lake Urmia. He lost
his father, who was a carpenter, during the relent-
less war the Moslem Turks and Kurds waged
against the Assyrians and other Christians in the
First World War. But he, his mother, his eldest
brother Iskhaq and other relatives fled, along with
tens of thousands of other Assyrians and Armen-
ians from Urmia to Iraq in 1918. They reached the
safety of the Baquba refugee camps set up near
Baghdad by the British Expeditionary Forces that
had liberated the country from the Ottoman rule.

When the refugee camps of Baquba and, later,
Mandan near Mosul broke up in 1921, Abram, then
12, his mother, his brother and an “orphaned” cou-
sin reached San Francisco through Japan after
receiving monetary assistance from his older broth-
er Yacoub in Chicago, who had preceded them a few
years before the war. But after a few months in San
Francisco, Abram, his mother and cousin rejoined
Yacoubin Chicago, while his brother Iskhaq decided
to stay on in California.

Abram had already learned some English under
the tutorship of the well-known Assyrian teacher,

with his Christian beliefs. His ruddy face, with his 39 Kasha Khandu Yonan, during his three-year so-



journ in the refugee camps. So, in Chicago he went
to high school and worked with his brother, who
owned a grocery store. And ten years later, equipped
with education and experience, he moved to San
Francisco. His eldest brother had, meanwhile,
passed away, but Abram stayed with his brother’s
family for a while. Despite the depression years,
Abram was able to find work in a Jewish market to
earn a living and expand his business experience.
And ten years later, he plunked down $500 he had
saved and bought himself a corner grocery store.

Abram’s grocery business took off and inonly ten
months his investment multiplied twenty-fold! But
when Pearl Harbour was bombed by the Japanese at
the end of 1941, Uncle Sam “invited” Abram to
fight for his country, and he had to sell his business
in a hurry for a fraction of what it was worth and
join the army.

Abram remained a serviceman for 40 months,
serving 26 of them in the howling winds and freez-
ing temperatures of rocky Iceland. But it was on
those rocks that he “planted’ the seeds of his later
writings, all jotted down in longhand in an exercise
book. Most of that work is now in a bulky manus-
cript under the title Pearls From Paradise, for which
he hopes to find a publisher.

In Iceland, his soldier friends would read his
notebook writings and copy passages from them in
their letters to home. One day his Captain found out
that Abram himself had been writing epigrams, on
the sly, on the Unit blackboard. He found him in the
kitchen washing dishes and told him: “Soldier,
hang on to your notebook, for one day America will
read your writings!”

When Abram George was transferred back to the
States, he was appointed a patient counselor at the
Army hospital in Pasadena, California. And on his
honorable discharge from the Army following the
surrender of Japan, he enrolled at the University of
San Francisco’s College of Liberal Arts on the G.1.
Bill of Rights — to enrich his mind with higher
knowledge. Four years later, he graduated and then
enrolled at the University of California at Berkeley,
but after a few months he was informed that his
G.I. benefits had run out. Abram then landed a job
with San Francisco City Hall, got married and
raised a family.

After 22 years with the City Hall, Abram George
retired in 1971, moved with his family to Turlock
and began turning his notebook writings into pub-
lished letters, essays, articles and stories! But after
three years in Turlock, he bought a house in
Modesto, where he has been living and writing for
the past 17 years.
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THOUGHTS TO LIVE BY

by Abram George

To order write to:

Abram George
706 Brady Ave.
Modesto, CA 95354

or call: 209-527-5270

Cost: $10.00 per copy, includes shipping & handling

COORDINATING COUNCIL OF
THE USSR CONGRESS

A meeting of the founders and collective members
of the former interrepublican Association “Assy-
rian Congress of the USSR” was held in Moscow on
April 18, 1992, wherein the Congress was dissolved
in accordance with its Charter. In order to maintain
unity and continuity, a Coordinating Council was
formed to represent the joint efforts of the Assyrian
Associations of the four Independent States: Geor-
gia, Kazakhstan, Russia and Ukraine.

They are appealing to all Assyrians worldwide
for unity and the preservation of our nation, revival
of the national culture, and improving the weli-
being of the Assyrian people, and achieving the goal
of the right to self-determination.

Boris E. Ivanov — Assyrian National Congress of Georgia |
Valeri J. Oshana — Assyrian Cultural Center of Kazakhstan
Igor Y. Ballo — League of Assyrians of Russia

Promarz M. Tamrazov — Assyrian Association of Ukraine

29 ASSYRIAN REFUGEES DROWN
IN GREEK AEGEAN SEA

Reuters News Service reported that authorities
of the Greek harbor Sitos announced September
13th that 29 Assyrian Christian refugees drowned
in the Greek Aegean Sea. They were trying to enter
Greece from Turkey. One survivor, who swam to
the shore of the Greek Island Shitos, said the over-
loaded ship sank in rough waters, taking down 17
men, 7 women and 5 children. The boat had no
lifejackets.

A funeral service was held at the Assyrian
Church of the East in Chicago, with Archdeacon
Aprim De Baz officiating. Hanna Shimon, a relative
of one of the families delivered a eulogy entitled
“Rest, O Martyrs of the Assyrian Nation.” Fifteen
of the 29 drowned persons were from the village of
Mangesh in northern Iraq.



ASSYRIAN AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL FEDERATION
AAADoLn a6 Auadwol Aanoliad

PO Box 106, Bonnyrigg Plaza, Bonnyrigg, NSW 2177, Australia
Tel: (02) 756-1732 Fax (02) 756-1329

The Right Honorable Paul J. Keating, MP,
Prime Minister

House of Representatives
Canberra, ACT 2600

Dear Prime Minister:

With great pleasure we respectfully present this
petition concerning our indigenous Assyrian people
of Iraq, particularly those living in the northern
part. Also, those Assyrians who have fled Iraq
under the pressure of the circumstances and have
taken refuge, stranded in Turkey, Iran, Jordan, and
Greece. A good number of them are living in
UNHCR camps.

Assyrians started emigrating to Australia from
Iraq, Iran, Syria, and Turkey in the early sixties.
Our number has now reached well over 20,000 —
the majority of whom live in the city of Fairfield,
NSW. We are glad to have made Australia our per-
manent home. In fact, we are really enjoying free-
dom, being able to express our opinions, compared
with our past experiences.

The eight year Iraq-Iran war and the Gulf War
added to the atrocities being committed by the pres-
ent regime of Saddam Hussain against his own
people in northern [raq, and has resulted in the
displacement of a great number of our people from
their homeland. At no other time have the Assyrian
people experienced such atrocities since the catas-
trophe befell us since World War I when our entire
nation was uprooted from eastern Turkey.

The attached enclosure indicates the latest alarm-
ing figure of Assyrians living in various refugee
camps in the Middle Eastern countries mentioned
earlier. This is apart from those who already live
outside these camps.

The figures supplied have been compiled from
reliable sources, including the World Council of
Churches, the I.C.M.C., the Assyrian Universal
Alliance, the Society for Threatened People and
lastly the UNHCR, located in these counties. From
recent arrivals to Australia, the number fleeing
Iraq is steadily increasing from time to time.

Reports reaching us from the Middle East and
various world relief organizations describe that our
peoples’ predicament is truly appalling and worsen-
ing day by day.

The inhumane sufferings that our people are
enduring is extremely critical and urgent humanit-
arian attention is needed.
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December 18, 1992

Last month 34 Assyrians, men, women and child-
ren, drowned in the Agean Sea while fleeing Turkey
to one of the Greek Isles, when their boat capsized.
The tragedy received a deaf ear from both the Turk-
ish and Greek governments. This 1s beside a similar
occurrence some months ago, when survivors were
taken ashore by Turkish police and badly beaten.

The Assyrian communities in the Western coun-
tries, including Australia, have done everything in
their power to provide financial assistance. But, our
source of income has been limited and the volume of
assistance required is far beyond our capacity. In
addition, the task of delivering any material aid is
becoming extremely difficult.

The sad and tragic events that happened in Irag
have focused the world’s attention on the plight of
Kurds, and Shi’'at Muslims of southern Iraq. Hardly
a voice is uttered concerning the sufferings inflicted
upon Assyrian Christians.

As for those stranded in various countries in the
Middle East, seeking emigration, we respectfully
request that a sympathetic consideration be given
to their plight and be accepted for settlement in
Australia. A number of Assyrian refugees who are
in Australia, some over five years, are still waiting
to be accepted as permanent residents. They are
facing economic hardship and they can never go
back to their countries again for the reasons men-
tioned above.

The main purpose of our meeting with you today,
Sir, is to plead with the Australian government for
urgently needed assistance for our Assyrian people
in northern Iraq. We would like your esteemed
government's assistance to be considered on two
levels:

1. Humanitarian aid.

2. Political assistance.

Humanitarian Aid

We seek urgent humanitarian aid for nearly
400,000 Assyrians who have remained in the Iraqi-
Kurdish autonomous region, or to those who have
fled there from other parts of the country. These
people wish to remain in their ancestral homeland.
But their villages have been destroyed, their houses
and orchards burned, their churches and monaster-
ies razed to the ground; they need to start from
scratch. They are trying to rebuild northern Iraq
alongside their Kurdish neighbors. For this they
need urgent assistance.



Political Assistance

We urgently need your esteemed government'’s
help in bringing the plight of the Assyrian peoplein
Iraq to the attention of the world through Austra-
lia’s respected position in the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly and all other United Nation’s
agencies.

As we mentioned earlier in this submission,
nearly 400,000 Assyrians wish to remain and re-
build their homes and secure their living in Iraqi
Kurdistan, which has been their ancestral home-
land for five millennia.

The number of Assyrians living in the remainder
of Iraq could be close to one million. These people,
too, want to stay in their ancestral homeland. They
do not want to leave and seek resettlement as refu-
gees or immigrants in any other part of the world.
The free world should help them achieve their
rights. This is a more permanent and humane solu-
tion to the problems of small minority national
groups — to help them remain where their roots are
and where they have dwelt for five millennia.

We thank you for availing us the opportunity to
meet with you to present our plea for urgent help for
the Assyrians in northern Iraq.

Sincerely yours,

Shmouel Warda
National Executive Secretary
Assyrian Australian National Federation

Enclosure: Assyrian Christian refugees in camps:

Location Population
Turkey ..o Single/8,000
Turkey-Slopt..................... Family/5,000
Turkey-Semdili .................. Family/6,000

Total: 19,000 Persons

Iran-Urmia ..............coiea.... Family/900
Jordan.............. ... ...l Family/700
Syria-Hassaka ................... Family/2,500
Syria-Abu Al-Hol Camp ..... Single/Military/500

Total: 4,600 Persons

CyprusS . Family/75
Athens-Rome .................... Family/2,500
Germany, Spain and England. ....... Family/500

Total: 2,575 Persons
Combined Totals: 26,175 Persons
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AMERICAN INDIANS PRAY FOR
THE ASSYRIAN PEOPLE

The American Indian Center recently gave its
1992 Award to Pat Michalski, assistant to the Gov-
ernor of Illinois for ethnic affairs, who was honored
at the center’s 2nd Annual Buffalo Dinner Fund-
Raiser. Michalski thanked the Governor for his
concern and positive policies toward Native Ameri-
cans. Sam Keahna, AIC director, said that Ameri-
can Indians are praying for the Assyrian people
around the world. Michalski noted that the Assyri-
ans were well represented by their leaders among
the over 30 ethnic groups at the dinner.

Release from the Office of the Governor

L to r: Ram Poplowski, DECCA International
Director; Pat Michalski; Sam Keahna; and Sal-
tba Alyo, President of the Assyrian National
Council.




WEDDING BELLS RANG FOR

Jacqueline Ishou, daughter of Mr. & Mrs.
George Ishou, was married on May 9, 1992, to
George Nwia, son of Mrs. Gina Nwia and the late
Youash Nwia of Glenview, Illinois.

The wedding ceremony was conducted at St. Mar
Gewargis Assyrian Church of the East, Chicago,
Illinois. A beautiful dinner reception followed at
Chateau Ritz, Niles, Illinois, attended by many rela-
tives and friends of the couple.
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The father of the bride, Albert Benjamin, pound-
ing the drum as his bride daughter pins the flower
on his lapel.

Ramina Benjamin and her bridegroom George
Silva on Saturday, November 14, 1992! The couple
was married at St. Thomas the Apostle Assyrian-
Chaldean Catholic Church of Turlock by the pas-
tor, Fr. Sabri Yousif, assisted by Fr. Youshia Sanaa,
parish priest of the Assyrian Catholic community
of San Jose. The marriage vows were read out in
Assyrian by Fr. Sabni Yousif and repeated by the
bride, and in English by Fr. Youshia Sanaa and
repeated by the bridegroom.

The wedding reception was held at the Assyrian-
American Civic Club in Turlock and was attended
by some 800 guests. Superstar singer Julliana Jendo
provided the dance songs to the accompaniment of
Haroot Iskenian’s music, and the father of the bride
amused the guests by taking over the bigdrum for a
couple of rounds during a zeorna w'dawoola khigga
dance.

The bride, whois the niece of the Assyrian Foun-
dation member Joseph Benjamin, is the daughter of
Shamasha albert and Gladis Benjamin of Modesto
and the bridegroom is the son of Maria and Jess
Silva of Turlock.

Best Man was Rick Gray and the Maid of Honor
was Nancy Shallou.

Submitted by Mikhael K. Pius




At the Ashurbanipal Library: Jultus N. Shabbas with

i

Janna Vartanov (wife of Iliya Vartanov).

To attain cultural development and pro-
gress among the Assyrians, both as individ-
uals and as a people, it is necessary (o have
the highest ideal in life and to seek (o realize
it. And to reach this goal, families also must
bring forth children with a Christian and
national character who will serve the natior;
and schools must produce leaders. The
church and the clergy should revive the pul-
pit, and with fiery language and divinely
inspired message extol the life of the soul.
And the wheels of the press should grind out
newspapers and books to promote the intel-
lectual, spiritual, and national life of the
Assyrians.

Let family, church, school, and press
unite in this spirit, cooperate, and render

At the Ashurbanipal Library in Chicago (I to r): Sami
B. Neesan, Diana George, Peggie E. Jacob, Lily Shab-
bas Neesan, William J. Jacob and Julius N. Shabbas.

mutual assistance, for it is only then that this
nation, which has embarked on the journey

If you destroy a people’s
nationhood, it will know
no other thought but its
reconquest. It will listen
to no modemiser, hear of
no philosopher, lend an
ear to no preacher as
long as its national
demand is not answered.
No problem — not even
the most vital — will win
its aftention except the
matter of its unity and
national liberation.

—George Bernard Shaw

of self-enlightenment, will attain the supreme
ideal in life, which it must of necessity
pursue.
Prof. Ashur S. Yousuf
(1858-1915}
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“Every ethnic group in the United States
has had to fight its way up the ladder and in
a broad context part of the process of
assimilation has been the growth of ethnic
pride.

“In an odd sense, before you can expect
someone else to take you seriously, you have
{0 take yourself seriously. To put it another
way, you cannol permit others to define
your identity.”

John P. Roche



THE FORGOTTEN ASSYRIANS
OF HAKKIARI

by Solomon (Sawa) Solomon

It is said that as a result of the Great War the
Assyrian population of Hakkiari left their ancestral
lands for fear of being massacred by Turks and
Kurds; however, there were many cases where a
Kurdish Agha protected his Assyrian subjects and
provided for them for the duration of the war. One
such Chief was Shakar Agha of Nudiz, and it seems
that four Assyrian villages survived the ordeal and
lived in peace until recent times. The following
information was given to the author six years ago
by an Assyrian who had left Turkey to start a new
life in the new world. The four villages were located
in the western part of Assyrian Hakkiari and they
were:

Kaznakh: This village contained about 45 house-
holds of the Assyrian Tiari tribe. Their
priest Kasha Aurahim ministered also
to the village of Meehr.

Eshieh: It housed about six Assyrian families.

Village The Assyrian population finally left

of Baznai: this village around 1982 and their
priest Kasha Patrus moved to Istanbul,
Turkey.

Meehr: It housed about 40 Tiari families.

Afurther 170 Assyrian families of Bhutaniorigin
dwelled in the two villages of Harbuli and Hasana,
but these two villages were very close to the town of
Zakhu on the Iraqi border and thus they are on the
edge of Hakkiari. My source tells me that all these
Assyrians had prospered greatly until about ten
years ago when Kurdish hostility unchecked by
Turkish authorities contributed to the abandon-
ment of these villages.

ILLINOIS FIRST LADY GREETS
AN ASSYRIAN CHILD

Mrs. Brenda Edgar, Illinois First Lady, greeted
Meelis Marcus, son of Esho and Maria Marcus,
representing the Assyrian American community, at
the recent Children’s Ethnic Holiday reception at
the State of Illinois Center. Meelis presented an
ornament symbolizing his ethnic heritage.

Release from the Office of the Governor

{Photo by Brent Hanson)
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CONGRATULATIONS

Elizabeth S. Mickaily graduated from the Uni-
versity of California, San Diego, in December 1992.
She was conferred with a Ph.D. degree in Chemical
Engineering. Elizabeth 1s the daughter of Alfred
and Sophia Mickaily of Turlock, and niece of
Eshaya D'Mar Shimun, a member of the Assyrian
Foundation of America. Elizabeth Selbi will soon be
a bride.




John Lazar Breaks Ground for Assyrian Citizens
New Councilman Wants to be Role Model

by Daniel J. Francisco

Turlock real estate agent John Lazar, elected last
Tuesday to the City Council, hopes hecan serveasa
role model to local Assyrian American youth.

After all, Lazar is the first Assyrian American
elected to Turlock’s five-member council, a distinc-
tion he accepts with pride.

“I'm very proud to be the first Assyrian American
on the council. That came to mind when [ was
considering running,” Lazar said Monday after-
noon. ‘I also figured I could be a role model for some
of the Assyrian young people.”

Lazar said it is difficult to gauge how many local
Assynans cast votes for him Election Day. But he
said he could feel the local Assyrian community’s
support while campaigning.

“It’s neat to have someone embrace you and not
really expect anything,” Lazar said, referring to the
Assyrian community that estimates show makes
up as high as 20 percent of the Turlock area’s
population.

“A lot of them don’t know what issues I stand for
and don't want to get anything from me. I'm just
making them proud,” he said. “:‘It’s a fulfilling feel-
ing. It’s sort of like having a large, extended
family.”

Turlocker Joash Paul, a Stanislaus County super-
visor for three terms from 1968-1990, was the first
Assyrian American elected to the county board. He
said local voters, including Assyrians, won't sup-
port candidates for office unless they are qualified
and Lazar fits that bill.

“I think first and foremost Assyrians like good
representation in office. John has filled that spot,”
Paul said. “Evidently a lot of voters believe in him,
not just Assyrian voters. The fact that he is Assy-
rian is just an extra asset to the Assyrian people.”

“Ethnicity is not a reason to get elected,” Paul
said, adding Lazar was elected because he is cred-
ible and capable. “But ethnicity is also not a reason
to deny someone the chance of being elected.”

Turlocker Romeo Piro, a teacher at Turlock Jun-
ior High, is another local Assyrian American that
supports Lazar being elected.

“It’s a great idea. Turlock is so populated with
Assyrians that I think it’s great to see one elected,”
Piro said.

Another Lazar proponent is Paul Warda, former
president of the Assyrian American Civic Club of
Turlock who currently serves as a Stanislaus
County fair director.

“The(Assyrian) community is happy (John) made
it,” Warda said. “‘I think John will be very objective.
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I think he will do a good job of representing
everybody.

However, one of the reasons Lazar is the first
local Assyrian elected to the council is that few have
run in the past, according to Warda.

“If an Assyrian doesn’t run for City Council, it’s
the Assyrians’ own fault,” Warda said. “It’s our
own ,f’ault we haven’t been very (politically) aggres-
sive.

That’s one of the things Lazar wants to change.
He plans to encourage Assyrians living in the com-
munity that haven't received their U.S. citizenship
status yet to do so. Then, they can vote and become
more involved.

“Hopefully, they will take the initiative to become
U.S. citizens,” Lazar said. “I want to encourage
more of them to become a part of the community.”

“Politically we haven't been all that astute,” he
said. “We've mostly been involved with service
organizations and churches.”™

Assyrians fled to the United States and other
nations in the West in the early 1900s after being
persecuted and massacred by the Muslems in their
native countries of Turkey, Iran and Iraq. Thefirst
Assyrians to arrive in the Turlock area settled in
Delhi in 1911,

Today Turlock ranks with Chicago, San Jose, Los
Angeles, Detroit and Hartford, Conn., as United
States cities with the largest Assyrian populations.

election night.




ASSYRIANS PARTICIPATE AT
ILLINOIS STATE FAIR

Governor Jim Edgar sent his congratulations to
the ethnic participants on the success of the Ethnic
Village at the Illinois State Fair held during the
week of August 16-23, 1992 in Springfield, Illinois,
via Pat Michalski, Assistant to the Governor for
Ethnic Affairs.

There were ethnic food stands, cultural displays
and ethnic performances. Members of the Assyrian
National Council of Illinois, together with other
Assyrians from Chicago and the suburbs, partici-
pated in this annual event. On Sunday, a group of
dancers performed Assyrian folklore dances, and
also the choir of the Assyrian Church of the East
presented Assyrian national songs.

Release (partly) from the Office of the Governor

E

Mrs. Joan Yousif (5th from left) and the leading
singer Ms., Marilyn Khoshaba (3vd from right) in an
Assyrian National Song.
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At the Assyrian Food Stand, [ to v: Isho Lilou,
Sunny Ibrahim, Saliba Alyd and Pat Michalskz,
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IN MEMORIAM

Agnes Margret Sargis Israel

Agnes Sargis Israel was the daughter of Rabie
Sargis of Shamshagian, and Mariam of Gulpashan.
She was born on June 18, 1922, in New Britain,
Connecticut.

John Israel met Agnes in Flint, Michigan in 1939
and the following year, August 19, 1940, they were
married. The celebration of their 50th Anniversary
took place two years ago in Chicago with family and
relatives.

Agnes left behind four daughters — Joyce Waller,
Lillian Bacon, Rebecca Omoto and Marylynne So-
batha along with 10 grandchildren and 5 great
grandchildren. She also has two sisters — Sadie
Yonan and Marie Vincent, both of Turlock; two
brothers — David Sargis of Santa Cruz and Edward
Sarmas of Turlock.

Mrs. Israel and her husband had been very active
" in Assyrian organizations while living in Chicago.
Agnes was named the Assyrian Woman of the Year
in 1973 by the Assyrian American Federation for
her outstanding and faithful work. She assisted in
typing the Assyrian telephone directory for the
Federation with the help of Robert Newey, David
Perley, Bob Eramia of the Assyrian American Asso-
ciation of Chicago. It was entitled the National
Directory of A.A.A. sponsored by the Assyrian
American Federation. It took four years to complete
this directory.

Agnes was also active as judge for the Chicago
44th Democratic Party Precinct on Elections for
many years. She helped many Assyrian people file
applications for voting as well as helping them in
obtaining assistance in getting jobs and, if neces-
sary, welfare aid. She was Chairwoman of the
March of Dimes in Chicago for the 44th Ward in
which thousands of dollars were raised. She helped
in entertaining many politicians and union leaders.

In 1978 she began experiencing health problems.
She and John moved to Turlock into a new home

after John had retired from his trade in Chicago.
Although living in Turlock was quite a distance
from her children, she managed to visit them and
the grandchildren as often as possible.

As Agnes’ health was failing rapidly, she was
admitted to the Christ Hospital in Chicago on May
26,1992, and following surgery, succurnbed on July
7. Her family was by her side. May the Lord Jesus
Christ grant her peace and serenity.

Submitted by John Israel

Editor’s Note: Since this write-up was not accom-
panied by a picture, I took the liberty of inserting
the above photo of Agnes Israel holding an award as
the Assyrian Woman of 1973.

Luba Tariveran

Luba Tariveran, 63, passed on to eternal life on
April 19,1992 in Sydney, Australia. She was born in
1929 to Yako and Gozal of Goytapeh in Moscow,
Russia. In 1932 she went to Iran accompanied by
her mother and brother and lived in Hamadan. It
was here that she married Korosh Badal, and one
son, Edward, was born into the family. She attended
and received her education at Jandark School in
Tehran, Iran.

Luba was a person who cared much for her family
and others, was kind-hearted and gentle, and faith-
fully devoted to her church. In 1979 she emigrated
to Australia with her son and lived in Fairfield,
Sydney.

The funeral service was officiated by Rev. Zou-
hair Toma of St. Thomas the Apostle Chaldean and
Assyrian Catholic Church, Ermington, Sydney as
well as in Tehran, Iran. She is survived by her son,
Edward, a granddaughter and her brother, Baba
Teriveran.

The family extend their appreciation to all those
who offered their condolences and kind thoughts on

60 her loss.
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History of Succession of the Mar Shimun
Family Patrtiarchs (In Assyrian)

by Theodore d’Mar Shimun

To order this book write to:

Mar Shimun Memorial Foundation
P.O. Box 1275
Burlingame, CA 94011

Cost: $15.00 per copy, includes shipping & handling.
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Assyrian Church Customs
AND THE
MURDER OF MAR SHIMUN

by Surma D’Bait Mar Shimun
To order write to:
Mar Shimun Memorial Foundation
P.O. Box 1275
Burlingame, CA 94011

$8.00 per copy
includes shipping & handling”

Reference is made to Mar Benyamin’s assassination
in 1918.
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