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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Julius:

I thank you for the copies of the last Nireveh you
sent me, and for returning to me, safely and
promptly as usual, the photos of Dayi Murassa and
of the wedding of Avia Ewan’s son. That is the kind
of organization, care and consideration the staff of
all Assyrian publications should learn to practice!

This issue of Nineveh was beautiful! But then,
Nineveh always 18! It usually contains a variety of
absorbing material!

Uncle Para enjoyed the surprise nostalgia story
about his late mother, and I'd like to brag that
several other people have expressed to me in person
their appreciation of the feature. And I don’t think
they were kidding me!

Uncle Para and I were two readers who also
appreciated the story on Gibrail “Zamara™ Sayad!
And we both, along with spouses, also enjoyed
recently a cozy visit with him and his lovable wife,
Kathy. The vintage classical singer certainly de-
serves the accolade, as well as the pride and devo-
tion of his doting wife and their big family! Gibrail
not only had a great voice but, as you can see from
his 1935 Valentino-like picture, he was also a hand-
some guy! Song and music lovers can verify this for
themselves, as [ did, by purchasing the audio-
cassette retaping of his vintage songs, now on sale
at Assyrian Eastern markets.

Solomon’s article on the Levies’ last hurrah was
quite interesting and seemed to be well documented,
and the story of Professor Lilli Tamraz by Madlaine
Moradkhan should serve as an inspiration to dedi-
cated Assyrian women. Even the article (with
poem) of my 1940s C2 Habbaniya neighbor, Raabi
Lucy, surrounded, in the picture, by her two dozen
pretty pupils, was a delight to see and read, not to
mention the various other features in Assyrian by
well-known Assyrian writers and poets, such as
Youel A. Baaba, Essa Benyamin, Menashi Amera,
Raabi Nimrod Simono, Tobia Giwargis, Reab: Reg-
ina Mikhael, Raabi David Ilyan and several others.

And last, but certainly not least, my congratula-
tions to you {and toJoel Elias) on the surprise recog-
nition award you received for your long and dedi-
cated work for the Assyrian Foundation of America
and, especially, for Nineveh Magazine! I don’t have
tosay that you have been doing a great job and that
you deserve the honor! The many appreciative let-
ters you've been receiving from yvour readers attest
to that!

Nineveh 1s now fit to be called QAP (Queen of
Assyrian Periodicals), not only because of its quiet
dignity and external elegance and royal bearing,
but especially for its objective, unbiased, well-
edited quality general literature appealing to a
majority of discerning readers and capable contrib-

utors. And this, basically, has been conceived and
molded not only by your literary and editorial com-
petence and your loyalty and dedication to the mag-
azine, but also by your honesty and sincerity, and
your sensitivity, care and consideration to both
your contributors and your subscribers alike, quali-
ties that are rare in some Assyrian editors — or
leaders for that matter! This opinion is of course
based on my personal and professional relationship
with you, vis-a-vis some other editors and leaders.

I have enjoyed working closely with you for the
last five years, and I only hope, God — and my
“bum’ heart! — willing, that our relationship wiil
extend into many more fruitful years!

Greetings to you, and best wishes for your and
Nineveh’s continued success!

Mikhael K. Pius
Modesto, California

Dear Mr. Shabbas:

Thank you very much for your note together with
the receipt of Nineveh Magazine. I have informed
my cousin, Flora Ghajarian in Iran, about the mail
problems in Iran and I am sure she will let me know
if there are any problems.

As my son, Bernard Betsin, has seen Nineveh in
our home, he has been very anxious to receive it.
Enclosed 1s a check for $50 as a donation for the
subscription to Nineveh. We really appreciate the
very hard work you have been doing for Assyrians.
May God bless your efforts always. Thank you
again.

Nina ]. Betseen
No. Hollywood, CA

Dear Julius:

I am enclosing a check for $100 as a contribution
to our needy Assyrians of Northern Irag (Bet-
Nahrain). Another check for $100 as follows: $25 for
renewal of Nineveh subscription for my brother
John in Germany; $20 subscription for my nephew
Albert Youel, Chicago; $20 subscription for Patricia
Lynch, Modesto; and $35 contribution to our needy
Assyrians in Northern Iraq. Best regards.

Fred Chalita
Turlock, CA

Dear Julius:

Enclosed is my check for $20 to cover the renewal
of my subscription to your Nineveh Magazine.
Thank you so much for all your efforts to put out
such an informative and valuable magazine. I enjoy
reading it a lot. Keep up the good work.

Jane Goliath Phelps
{nee Antar)



Dear Mr. Shabbas:

Congratulations on your fine publication! [ have
only recently come across Nineveh. It is a splendid
publication, and full of invaluable information for
anyone interested in the history of the Assyrian
people and their church.

I have been interested in the history of Assyrian
Christianity for several years, and am presently
studying for a research degree at Oxford University
in England.

My subject is the history of the Assyrian Church
of the East in the 14th to 16th centuries. This is a
little-documented and little-known period, and one
of the approaches I am using is a detailed study of
the settlement patterns of Assyrian Christians in
the Ottoman Empire and Persia in the 19th century
and the early years of the 20th century, before they
were tragically disturbed in the first World War.

I am sure that many of your older readers would
be able to supply me with valuable information. If
they or their family came from an Assyrian village
in Turkey, Iraq, Syria or Iran, I would be very
grateful if they could help me in my research. ] am
particularly interested in the following details:
What was the name of the village? What district
was it in? How many Christians lived there? Did it
have a church? If so, to which saint was it dedi-
cated? Which diocese did the village belong to? What
was the name of the local priest or bishop? Are there
any traditions or historical events associated with
the village’s Christian history?

Although I am primarily interested in the pre-
1914 period, reminiscences from the 1920s, 1930s,
or later will also be very welcome.

May I please ask your readers to take the trouble
to write to me at the address below if they have any
information of this kind. I promise to reply to all
letters received, and will of course acknowledge
them when I submit my thesis in due course.

I hope eventually to be able to publish a detailed
map and gazette of the history of Assyrian Chris-
tian settlement in Mesopotamia and Kurdistan, a
work which is long overdue, and which may help to
do justice to the remarkable historical achieve-
ments of the Assyrian church and people.

Dr. D.J. Wilmshurst

45 Coverley Road
Headington

Oxford OX3 7EY, England

Dear Mr. Shabbas:

Enclosed 1s a check for $25.00 to cover my 1994
subscription to your Nineveh magazine. Congratu-
lations for the excellent work you are performing. I
wish you continued success.

Susie E. Sayad
Shreveport, LA

Dear Editor:

Enclosed is a check for $75 to be applied as fol-
lows: $30 for Nineveh Magazine and $45 for the
needy Assyrians. We always have and continue to
enjoy receiving Nineveh. Best wishes.

Donald Lazar
San Carlos, CA

Dear Editor:

Please find enclosed a bank cheque in the amount
of US $25 being my subscription for 1994. We
appreciate your efforts and keep up the good work.
Kind regards.

Alfred T. David
Wakeley, Australia

Dear Editor:

I want to take this opportunity to thank you for
this excellent publication. My family and I look
forward to reading every issue. I would like to
request that you include Esha Michael of Modesto
as a subscriber to Nineveh Magazine. [ am enclosing
a small donation to cover his subscription.

Thank you again for providing us with a publica-
tion that keeps us abreast with our current events
and a glimpse at our past.

Edna Alexander
Yorba Linda, CA

Dear Julius:

Enclosed please find a small contribution for
I¥ineveh Magazine ($30) and the needy Assyrians
($70).

I wish to take this opportunity to congratulate
the Assyrian Foundation of America for the good
work you are going. Nineveh Magazine is a magnifi-
cent publication which has improved considerably.
God bless you all to continue this good work. Best
regards.

William K. Kanon
Modesto, CA

Dear Editor:

We enjoy reading your Nineveh Magazine very
much. I am enclosing a check for $50 for my yearly
subscription and also to ask you to subscribe my
cousin, Flora Ghajarian of Tehran, Iran. She came
to visit us and was very anxious to receive Nineveh.
Hopefully I shall send some more money in support
of your wonderful magazine. In closing, I extend
season’s greetings to all of your membership and
pray that the grace of God will render your future
projects successful. Thank you.

Nina J. Betseen
No. Hollywood, CA



Dear Julius and Joel:

Congratulations for a job well done. You certainly
deserve the honors bestowed upon you. Thank you
for publishing my daughter’s (Judy) article on Mrs.
Anwar Sadat, and Ramsina’s write-up about her
dad and mom on their 50th anniversary. Among my
close friends in this region I am happy to have
Mikhael Pius and Gibrail Sayad. | am working hard
to computerize my “Pearls From Paradise,” four
times the size of “Thoughts To Live By.” Also this:
Daily my body tells me, “TI've had it. Can’t go on
much longer. So prepare to move out.” Best regards.

Abram George
Modesto, CA

Dear Editor:

I am enclosing a check in the amount of $40, part
as a renewal for my subscription to Nineveh and the
balance to Aprim Harooni, Tehran, [ran. Aprim
was one of my best students in Iran in the study of
the Assyrian language and is very much interested
in receiving Nineveh Magazine. Thank you very
much for your great effort for this work. God bless
you.

Serafieh (Sima) Yousefi
No. Hollywood, CA

Dear Sir:

I am enclosing a check for $45 to renew my sub-
scription as well as my aunt’s, Mary John, of Lon-
don, England. Meanwhile, [ extend my thanks to
everyone who helps in the publishing of this very
informative and best Assyrian magazine, Nineveh.

Welltom Khoshabian
San Jose, CA

Dear Julius:

Hoping all is well with you and the family.
Enclosed is a check for $50 as a donation for the
beautiful Nineveh magazine.

Just a small note in memory of Dayi Murassa Pius
(article written by Mikhael K. Pius in the last
issue): Many Moons Ago Dayi was the midwife for
my mother when [ was born. Great lady and a
wonderful mother.,

Francis Shawil David
Modesto, CA

Dear Mr. Shabbas:

Greetings from Fairfield, Australia. Enclosed is a
cheque for my subscription to Nineveh Magazine
for 1994,

God bless you and all Nineveh Magazine staff for
such an excellent publication.

Youash G. Tamras
Fairfield, Australia

Dear Mr. Shabbas:

I am so very grateful to you for sending me your
magnificent magazine Nineveh. I am 86 years old
and spend most of my time at home alone. I look
forward to receiving your magazine because read-
ing it makes my days go faster and with more fun.
This magazine keeps me informed about many of
my old friends and what is happening in their life
and also it keeps me in tune with current events and
the younger generation.

I convey to you my personal greetings. You and
the staff of Nineveh must be commended for pres-
enting us with such an informative magazine.
Enclosed is my subscription and a small donation.
Keep up the good work and God bless you and your
staff.

Henry (Ando) George
Turlock, CA

Dear Julius:

Enclosed is a check for the amount of $35 as a
contribution for Nineveh Magazine for 1994, and
also a contribution for the Assyrian Foundation.

Looking forward to receiving the next issue
which we really enjoy reading. Thank you and God
bless.

Aram Youkhana
Chicago, IL

Dear Editor:

Ienjoy reading Nineveh Magazine because I think
it is the best Assyrian magazine around the world
and full of interesting Assyrian information. Please
find enclosed payment for my subscription. Thank
you.

Ashoor Shamoun
Ontario, Canada

Dear Editor:

I would like to thank you for your efforts on
behalf of all Assyrians through your publication,
Nineveh. Please include me in your mailing list and
accept my small gift of $50.

Anita Alexander
Yorba Linda, CA

Dear Julius:

Enclosed please find a check to cover the renewal
of Nineveh Magazine ($20) plus a small contribution
for needy Assyrians ($50). Keep up the good work
and God bless you all.

Shimshon L. Essa
Modesto, CA



Dear Julius:

I am writing to congratulate you on the editing
and production of an outstanding cultural icon:
Nineveh magazine. This quarterly periodical, with
its abundance of articles, stories, poems and photos,
in both Assyrian and English, serves tofill a gaping
cultural need of the Assyrian diaspora here and
abroad. One of the nice things about it is thatitisa
cohesive force bringing into perspective the truth
about our nation’s glorious past, dispelling the
clouds of disinformation and untruth that have
been cast over our nation by the stratified and
biased minds of so-called historians (foreign na-
tionals with no umbilical bind to Beit Nahrain)
whose open hostility towards our nation have dis-
torted their writings and have for a long time been
their shamless stock-in-trade.

The writers contributing their work in the pages
of your magazine are helping to dispel the myths
and untruths concerning our nation that have long
covered the eyes of mankind; they are making it
possible for the reader to come to the knowledge and
realization that Assyria was indeed a united and
unifying force of the times. They are bringing to
light long-buried facts that our ancient forebears
were a nation not of conquest-minded warlords but
of artisans and homemakers, of students and intel-
lectuals, law givers and linguists, of scientists and
inventors, sculptors and artists, of builders and
architects, healers, seers, astrologists, mathemati-
clans and astronomers. We were an innovative and
productive nation, peacefully propagating our share
of the good and the noble for mankind in that dis-
tant milieu which was the dawn of civilization.

Julius, let Nineveh magazine continue to be a bea-
con for all bright minds of our dear Assyrian nation.
Nineveh is to be nurtured. It 1s a treasure trove of
historical and literary gems. You are doing ex-
tremely commendable work as the editor at the
helm. I look forward to see in your future issues
more and more articles, stories, poems, and photos
written about Assyrians and Assyria.

Enwiya David De Malik
Modesto, CA

Dear Julius:

I'm one of your childhood playmates of the Mar-
ata Lines at Hinaidi, Iraq. I think you will remem-
ber me — Aprim Goora (Ed. Goora = older or big); at
Habbaniya I was called Dosta (Ed. friend). Aprim
Soora (Ed. younger, little)isin Australia. At Marata
Lines I remember we used to play many games and
to name a few: gumbulyate (Ed. marbles), mazraita
(Ed. spin top), pattu-pattu (Ed. hide and seek),
Khorie-Khorie man barukh (Ed. my friend, my
friend who is behind you), and many other games.

I have been in the U.S. eighteen months now. I
had noidea that Nineveh magazine existed until my
nephew, Easha Abraham handed me some ten back

dated issues. Nineveh is truly a wonderful maga-
zine. I devoured every line and every word of these
issues like a ravenous wolf. I felt I was on a big
picnic surrounded by old comrades and acquain-
tances from everywhere who I had not seen nor
heard of for decades. The Reader’s Digest used to be
my favorite magazine but now it is Nineveh.

I enjoyed very much the articles by Mikhael
(Minashi) K. Pius and Basilius (Wiska) K. Pius, and
admire their great sense of humor. Even when
Mikhael writes in earnest one would still find a
touch of humor in his sentences. I also greatly
appreciate the articles by Youel A, Baaba and others
dealing with Assyrian history. I was much dis-
tressed by the harrowing tales told by Iliva Var-
tanov about the unfortunate Assyrians who were so
unjustly exiled to Siberia by Josef Stalin and about
their terrible plight there. May the Almighty God
have no mercy upon the soul of Josef.

I would now briefly like to relate an incident
concerning Mikhael K. Pius and myself that occur-
red some 60 years ago at Marata Lines, Hinaidi.
Mikhael had some exceptionally pretty marbles
that were called Orosdi-Bak marbles. Mikhael was
an easy prey for me as [ was older and bigger than
he. We played chookka-shibir (Ed. marble game) and
I won his pretty marbles. He started crying and
saying ‘‘halloo gumbulyatee” (Ed. “Give me my
marbles”). To quiet him, [ slapped one of his small
ears with force, but he was adamant. He began
pelting me with stones while continuously shout-
ing “halloo gumbulyatee.” In the end I was com-
pelled to give him back his pretty marbles to avoid
trouble as his house was within sight and earshot.
Since then and up till about 1980, I have known
Mikhael K. Pius quite well. Mikhael is a gentleman,
a very good-natured guy, and from a good and well-
known family. I now sincerely wish to apologize to
old Mikhael for having slapped him 60 years ago.

In conclusion, I would like to congratulate you
and all the staff of Ninevek for the excellent job you
are doing. I enclose a check for one year subscrip-
tion, starting from the last issue.

Aprim K. Abraham
North Hollywood, CA

Editor’s Note:

1. Twas pleased to hear from Aprim Goora, reflecting
an age and time that is long gone. Long gone,
perhaps, tn veal life, but brought vividly back to life
through such tid-bits of information but mainly
through the writings of Mikhael K. Pius that
appear within the pages of Nineveh magazine —
memories that date to the early years of 1930 and
provide insight on life in Hinaidi and Habbaniya.

2. Aprim is the maternal uncle of Blandina and
Easha of Blandina’s Deli and Market in Benicia,
CA.



Dear Editor:

Enclosed is a check for $20.00 for my subscription
for 1994. Nineveh is really a national treasure. Your
efforts and your staff bring great pride and pleasure
to all Assyrians. Keep up the good work. God bless
you.

S. Shabaz
Washington, D.C.

LETTERS TO THE
ASSYRIAN FOUNDATION

I wish to thank you for the scholarship you
recently awarded me. I am deeply touched by your
kindness and generosity.

You would be interested in knowing that I
recently earned my MA degree in International
Relations from the University of Chicago. The topic
of the thesis, The Origins and Development of Assy-
rian Nationalism, will be further developed and
eventually published sometime in the near future.

Robert DeKelaita
Chicago, IL

Your decision to support me with my education
has truly made a significant impact in my educa-
tional progress. I sincerely thank you for the finan-
cial assistance which you have offered me,

Organizations like the Assyrian Foundation of
America make me proud to be Assyrian. I pray that
your support for education will never stop. Educa-
tion is the key to success and I thank you for bring-
ing me one step closer to obtaining this key. I wish
you well and may God be with you in all of your
endeavors.

Wilbert Odisho
San Luis Obispo, CA

Mere words cannot express my thanks to you and
your commiittee for the assistance award you sent
me. It certainly will pay for all my books this semes-
ter for which I am most grateful. I am at Oberlin
College in Oberlin, Ohio and today was my first day
back at school. It turned out to be a wonderful day
for me, for this month of January I have been
assigned to a doctor with whom I will be the entire
month, all day, watching his work as a gynecolo-
gist. It was quite a thrilling experience for me. L am
not yet in medical school but for some fortunate
turn of events they decided to put me on this doc-
tor’s schedule and everything is just fine.

Believe me when I say, at some future date T hope
to return this sum of money when I start collecting
a salary.

Thank you very much and the best of greetings
for the New Year.

Ramen Dehghan-Paz
Chicago, IL

Last year the Assyrian Foundation gave financial
assistance to a number of students. Notes and let-
ters of appreciation for the support were received
from:

Milita Aleihemooshabad, Northridge, CA
Ilbra Aleihemooshabad, Northridge, CA
Victoria Khofri, San Francisco, CA
Jilbert Washten, Turlock, CA

Ninos Isaac, Santa Barbara, CA

ASSYRIAN MEDICAL
ASSISTANCE PROJECT

In 1992 the San Jose Chapter of the Assyrian Aid
Society of America assigned a team of doctors and
professionals to establish the Assyrian Medical
Assistance Project to look into the purchase of a
Mobile Medical Unit for the Assyrians of Northern
Irag.Inthe aftermath of the Gulf War it was essen-
tial to meet the medical needs of thousands of Assy-
rians who were living in squalid conditions, chil-
dren and older people dying due to lack of medicine
and malnutrition.

At a meeting held on September 19, 1993, Dr.
Alexander Malik, M.D., a major in the U.S. Army,
advised against the purchase of a Mobile Medical
Unit. He felt that because of the sensitive nature of
the equipment it would be very difficult to maintain
it in operational condition during extensive travel-
ing on dirt roads in the mountainous region. Instead,
he proposed the purchase of a large quantity of
medicinal kits that contain a generous supply of
injection needles and medicines that are urgently
needed. There are about forty Assyrian doctors and
medical technicians operating within the protected
zone above the 36th parallel in the north of Iraq.
The idea was supported by Dr. Peter Kiryakos,
D.D.S. and others who attended the meeting and
the decision was made to take this course of action.

OnFeb. 15,1994 the Assyrian Medical Assistance
Project (A.M.A.P.) gave a progress report to a joint
meeting of the Assyrian Aid Society of San Jose and
the Assyrian-American Association of San Jose,
with Bishop Mar Bawai and Rev. Samuel Dinkha in
attendance. In this meeting a check for $36,000 was
given by the Assyrian Aid Society, which they
raised, to the chairman of the AM.A.P., Dr. Alex-
ander Malik. With this money they were able to
purchase five tons of medical supplies with a retail
value of $360,000. The shipment of these supplies
by the Qandil Project of Stockholm, Sweden, was
delivered to the Assyrian Democratic Movement in
Dohuk, Northern Irag, in April, 1994. This was
confirmed in a telex from Qandil to Dr. Alexander
Malik.

Congratulations to the Assyrians of San Jose for
showing their concern for the Assyrians of North-
ern Iraq and following through with helpful actions.



ISSA BENYAMIN, ASSYRIAN CALLIGRAPHIST

Several months ago Issa Benyamin received a
letter, through the editor of Nineveh, from the poet
Alain Blanc, Montelimar, France. The letter read as
follows:

Dear Master,

The meeting of the chairman of Association Assyr-
ophile de France, Saint Jory, France, Mr. . P. Sliva,
allowed me fo veview “Nineveh magazine, so I could
seeyour calligraphies for the first time. Their strength
and beauty moved me a lot.

Recently a translation of the Bible into Syriac has
made me want to know your language because of ils
antiquity and importance within the human and
Christian tradition.

As a calligraphist, I am just writing lo you to ask if
you would agree to take part in a project in which you
would be very appreciated. Your participation would
permit French readers fo be acquainted with a new
culture.

The magazine, “Voix d’Encre,” edited by the poet
Alain Blanc, Montelimar, France, must publish a
collective volume whose titleis "L’ Esprit de la Lettre”’
in Christmas 1993. This art book will propose two
unpublished personal works, including fifteen callig-
vaphies from all around the world: Latin, Chinese,
Avabic, Cyrillic, Greek, Hibraic and Tifinag callig-
raphies . . . as well as Henri Michaux’s drawings.

Consequently Issa Benyamin sent two of his 160
Assyrian calligraphic collection, which he had
drawn on leather. These were printed in the “L’Es-
prit de la Lettre” in November 1993, among many
contained in the book. A few copies were sent to
Benyamin along with a letter from Alain Blanc
which read as follows:

IS
e

Eim:

Deay Issa Benyamin,

What matters for me is to thank you so much for
giving me an original calligraphic work. Your work
on leather is now put up on a large black-painted piece
of wood . . . And yesterday was D-day, I mean the first
day of our first exhibition, in the center of Lyon. Henrt
Renoux was theve to show his beautiful and skilled
handwriting, in Greek, Latin and Arabic as well.

Hereare, as agreed, a few copies of our book ““Spirit
of the Letter.”” I veally hope this book will be fine
enough for your masterpieces.

I am filled with gratitude to you for taking part in
our artistic plan for a book printed in typography.

Shall we do again something together?

A

Qur Language is the Essence

of Our Existence.

Assyrian Alphabet in Calligraphy



A PROGRESSIVE AND PRAGMATIC ASSYRIAN
POLITICAL STRATEGY TO LEAD THE WAY

by

Dr. Lincoln E. Malik

The last issue of Nineveh magazine (Volume
16, No. 4) carried an article titled "The
Kurdish Alliance." 1 disagree with much
that is in this article, but it touches on vital
subjects that need be discussed. The time is
ripe for Assyrian intellectuals to engage in
comprehensive, dispassionate, reasoned,
objective and constructive discussions of
these topics. Such discussions can
contribute toward developing a national
consensus for an Assyrian strategy. This
article presents some of my personal
thoughts, and articulates the political
program of the Assyrian Democratic
Movement (Zowaa).

Discussions of Assyrian political agendas are
framed by our history, our current
conditions and the outlook of relations with
our neighbors in Bet Nahrain. It is
important that we keep a clear perspective
of our history, as we chart our future. It is
said that those who do not learn from
history are condemned to relive it.
However, we must not be mired in history
to the point of being its slaves. Those who
choose to live in the past do not have much
to offer for the future.

No Assyrian need be reminded of the
horrors and massacres we have endured as
a nation. It has been taught to us while on
our mother’s bosoms. We shall never
forget, nor should we ever forget., All our
neighbors have oppressed and massacred

Dr. Lincoln Malik is the representative of
the Assyrian Democratic Movement (Zowaa)
in the U.S. and Canada, and a member of
the Assyrian Foundation of America.

Assyrians at one time or another in the last
two thousand years. Yet, these massacres
represent only part of our history, even if it
1s its most painful part. We must Jook at
history comprehensively and with purpose.
Selective renditions of history may help win
an argument in a coffee-shop, but are not
useful for. serious political deliberations.

To be relevant, the discussion must focus on
the ideas and strategies offered our people in
the current historical era. Abstract
discussions of what might have been, or
ought to be, will not deliver our people
from their current national dilemma.
Following is a brief survey of the most
prominent propositions before our people:

A. Assimilationism

This is the simplest and, by definition, the
most deadly solution. It calls for our
assimilation in the cultures around us. In
Iraq, the traitor Tariq Aziz has declared
himself an Arab and invites the rest of us to
follow suit. In fact he is an architect of the
Arabization plan offered by the Saddam
dictatorship to solve "the Assyrian
problem."” This is nothing new, and there
was a time when many Assyrians in Iraq
believed in this nihilist solution. Some
couched it in leftist rhetoric of
internationalism. Others distorted history to
claim that present-day Arabs and Assyrians
are one and the same.

Zowaa preaches pride in being Assyrians,
and seeks to lead our people in Iragq to
maintain our unique identity and gain our



legitimate national rights.

B. Appeasement

There are those who propose that we win
our legitimate rights through appeasing those
who persecute us. They claim that if we
work with the dictator in Baghdad, he will
bestow his blessings on us. It was not very
long ago that a delegation of diaspora
Assyrians went to petition the lion of
Baghdad and commander of the "Mother of
All Battles” to recognize us as a people and
grant us the most basic of rights - equal
citizenship. His answer was delivered by
none other than Tariq Aziz, who declared in
a mass meeting that there was no problem
since "we (Assyrians) are all Arabs.”

The Baathist regime in Baghdad is based on
the most vicious form of Arab chauvinism.
It plans to Arabize us, and failing that, it
intends to root us out of our ancestral
homeland. Assyrians who negotiated with
Baathists in the early seventies (many of
them traveled from the U.S. for that
purpose) were tricked and found themselves
used as pawns in the plans to Arabize our
people and to liquidate us out of existence.
If we are to forgive those who tried
appeasement in the seventies for lack of
understanding the true nature of the regime,
today’s appeasers have no excuse
whatsoever. These people are bankrupt
apologists for our enemies. Zowaa believes
that appeasement 1s a dead end and the
handicraft of sellouts and quislings.

C. The Military Selution

A military solution (i.e., gaining our rights
through force of arms) might arguably have
been an option during WWI, were it not for
the treachery of the British, and major
miscalculations of our national leadership.

Zowaa 1s the only entity that has practiced
armed struggle under Assyrian leadership,
and for clear Assyrian nationalist objectives,
since the massacres of Simel. Thousands of
Assyrian youths are organized in military
formations, irregular forces (freedom
fighters) and village militia. However, this
is not to propose that there is a military
solution for our people. Participation in
armed struggle against the dictatorship is a
manifestation of our patriotic duty as Iraqis,
and a defensive measure to protect our
people in the north of Iraq during these
troubled times.

As loyal Iraqis we love our country and will
join the struggle to save it from the hated
dictatorship. In this we are allied with the
broad masses of the Iraqi people from the
Kurdish north to the Shia Arab south.
Those who wish to call our armed struggle
a Kurdish alliance misrepresent the facts.
When Zowaa joined the armed struggle in
1984, there were Kurds and Arabs in the
north fighting the regime, even if the
Kurdish forces were the most prominent.
Today, Iragis of all persuasions are
engaged in the armed struggle against
Saddam. This includes Kurds and Assyrians
in the north, Suni Arabs in the center and
Shia Arabs in the marshes of the south.

We also have a responsibility to defend our
people. We know that we do not possess
the numbers, or the resources to win a
protracted war with others in the area.
Nevertheless, we will fight to protect our
people if there is a breakdown in law and
order. We have to be always prepared for
the worst, while we hope for the best.

D. Culturalism

Culturalists believe that we need not involve
ourselves with attempts to establish political



rights. They will have us believe that
teaching our language and sticking together
is sufficient. However, history has proven
over and again, that without political rights
in our ancestral homeland, attempts at
maintaining the culture are nothing short of
impossible.

Lack of political rights in the homeland has
meant that our people have been forced to
endure discrimination, fear and humiliation.
This has led to immigration, and/or
assimilation. Those who do not have the
stomach for the political struggle must
contend with watching the homeland emptied
of Assyrians.

Zowaa believes that, like all other peoples in
the world, we need to maintain our roots in
our ancestral homeland, and that political
rights are necessary to promote an
environment for our people to develop their
culture and to live in peace and prosperity.

E. Wishful Solutions

Wishful solutions come in various shapes
and colors. Perhaps the most prevalent is
the wish that the clock turn back 2,500
years, and we live in the glory that was
Assyria. We don’t much talk about this
secret dream, but we adorn our houses with
pictures and reminders of that glorious past
in silent testament to this sweet but wishful
dream.

A more common wishful solution is the
quest to find benefactors who will grant us
our tights. The benefactors change from
age to age. It used to be the British or the
Czar of Russia. Today it 1s more likely to
be the United Nations or the U.S. State
Department. Those who are still caught up
in this form of wishful thinking, and it is
sad to see that they are many, do not
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recognize that national rights are never
given, they have to be gained. There is not
a nation on earth that has had its rights
bestowed by kind benefactors.

The world is full of peoples and nations
whose rights are denied illegally and
unconscionably.  Twenty million South
Africans are only now on the road to gain
the right to vote in their own homeland.
Just consider the plight of Native
Americans, Australian Aborigines, Tibetans,
Kurds, Palestinians and many others. None
of them expect to gain their rights by
marching to the U.N. with petitions in hand.
Zowaa has approached the U.N. and foreign
governments, not to plead for our rights, but
10 declare that Assyrians are engaged in a
just struggle for their legitimate national
rights, and are worthy of support to continue
their struggle.

Pacifism is yet another wishful solution. Its
proponents believe it possible for us to
peacefully pursue our rights within an
improving political system that ensures
human rights and freedom of all of Iraq’s
citizenry. Most Iraqis wish it were possible
to rehabilitate the regime and peaceably
usher in democracy. Yet, stubborn facts
have produced an Iragi and international
consensus that the Baghdad regime is not
capable of embracing democracy. This is a
regime that has lived by the sword and will
only leave at the sword.

F. Progressive and Pragmatic Program

Zowaa offers a progressive and pragmatic
political program for achieving our
legitimate national rights. It begins with the
proposition that we are one people, and our
homeland is Bet Nahrain ... our inalienable
human, cultural, political and administrative
rights in our homeland must be recognized



constitutionally ... we condemn and reject
the historical and present injustices imposed
on our people, and shall struggle resolutely
against them ... we are also patriotic Iragis
and shall struggle for peace, progress and
democracy for our country.

We believe that all nations and peoples have
the right to self-determination, and that
relations between peoples must be based on
mutual respect, friendship and dignity.
Zowaa categorically rejects national
chauvinism and all notions that demean or
insult others, especially those that have
shared thousands of years of history with us.
Assyrians have been the victims of bigotry,
intolerance and chauvinism for more than
two thousand years. We cannot allow
ourselves to imitate our oppressors. QOur
commitment is to build a better tomorrow
for our people under the banner of
"Democracy in Iraq, and ... Affirmation of
our national existence in our homeland."

Our destiny in Bet Nahrain is intertwined
with that of our neighbors. In north Iraq,
our people are engaged in establishing a new
and qualitatively new relationship with our
Kurdish  neighbors. Assyrians  are
represented in the Kurdistan parliament, as
well as in the cabinet ... we are allowed to
teach in our language our national
holidays are recognized legally ... we are
free to organize socially, culturally and
politically, and laws are passed to safeguard
our lands and our rights. Zowaa also has
good relations with all of Iraq’s national
opposition, and is represented in the Iraqi
National Congress, which is the umbrella
organization for most of Iraq’s opposition
forces.

Some invoke the ugly past to question these
new relationships. Zowaa believes that our
future resides in building new and positive
relations with our Arab, Kurdish and
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Turkoman neighbors. We believe that it is
in the best interests of Iraq to recognize and
protect the legitimate national rights of all
its peoples. Zowaa does not offer this as a
mantra. It is a new vision for a nationalist
revival. The road will not be easy. There
will be setbacks and tensions as we proceed,
but Zowaa firmly believes that Assyrians
can, and must, control their own destiny.

Our people thirst for a dynamic leadership,
well versed in the norms of modern times.
A leadership capable of leading us to
safeguard our national existence and to
achieve our rights as the indigenous people
of Bet Nahrain. Zowaa is that leadership
for our people in Iraq. It is active in the
struggle for unifying our people and ending
centuries of confessionalism, tribalism and
regionalism that have divided us. It is
organizing our people, such as in the Union
of Assyrian Students and Youth, the
Women’s Union, cultural centers, athletic
clubs and village councils to name a few. It
is helping meet our peoples economic,
medical and security needs. It is engaged
in the political life of our country at all
levels.

QOur achievements shall be in direct measure
to our unity, resolve, perseverance and
political acumen. Those who call on us to
reach beyond our means provoke us to new
national disasters. Those that are too timid
for the struggle are obstacles in the way of
seizing golden opportunities before us. We
invite all true sons of Assyria to join us in
the struggle.



Journey Through Assyria, the Land of Hardship and Hope
by Younadam Youkhana

Twas in Dere when Ivaqi bombs struck our little village in 1961. All avound us houses were blown
apart and people injured and killed. Duving the onslaught, I heard one old man lamenting, “O Lovd,
open the earth so that I may fall in it!”’ Our family soon escaped to Kivkuk, where we lived as refugees,
being treated like strangers in our own land. Uneasy in such an existence, Ileft Ivaq and came to the
United States to start a new life. Returning, however, was always on my mind.

While living in America for the past twenty-four years, I had harbored the hope that something
concrete would vesult from the efforts of our Assyrian ovganizations. I honestly say, however, I had
never COMe across any organization that captivated the support and imagination of the Assyrians as
the Assyrian Democratic Movement has done. Since its creation in 1979, the ADM has endeavored,
and succeeded, in becoming the representative of Assyrian aspirations in Iraq. In September of 1993,
1 left Chicago for a journey through Assyria to see fivst-hand the conditions of the Assyrians living
therve, and how the ADM was operating.

The author, third
from right, with mem-
bers of the Assyrian
Democratic Movemenl
at their headquarters
in Derelok.

Life in Assyria and its mountains is difficult
these days. It had always been so. For a while,
however, prior to the Gulf War between Iraq and
the United States and its allies, the basic necessities
of life were not difficult to come by. The Gulf war
has changed life in Iraq drastically, taking it back to
an age not many of those living would recognize.
Inflation and unemployment have skyrocketed and
basic necessities are unaffordable by the common
marn.

In the Assyrian highlands, north of the 36th
parallel set by the United Nations, there is no elec-
tricity at the time of this writing. People must get
by without it. The Iraqi government has shut it off
at 1ts origin in Mosul, which is still under govern-
ment rule. Though it has made life difficult for
people living in the affected areas (a slaughtered
animal, for example, must all be eaten immediately
or it will soon rot), it has also made the people more
resolute and resilient. The Assyrians, led by the Thyee of the ADM’s guards.
Assyrian Democratic Movement, are becoming in-
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creasingly innovative, united, and better organized
in response to the difficulties.

I asked one old man what he would do 1f Saddam
Hussein attacked the liberated areas again.

“Today,” he said, “we are in charge. We are
enjoying our day. We are happy.”

The Assyrian Democratic Movement has become
a force to be reckoned with; a virtual government
within the larger Kurdish government running the
liberated zones of North Iragq. The Movement’s
strength and popularity is the result of its perva-
siveness in people’s daily lives; it 1s more than a
political party. One can see that the Movement is
cognizant of the needs of the Assyrians more than
anyone, and it has responded to them by taking the
leadership in economic, social, and cultural mat-
ters, as well as the military, administrative and
ideological affairs. The Movement has procured
tractors, seeds, and animals of burden to help Assy-
rians survive in their own villages. [t has provided
financial support for them to rebuild their houses
and politically represented their interests and stood
guard for their rights of property. The Movement
dispenses medicine, feeds the poor, and financially
and morally supports Assyrian students. Wherever
a social, economic or military void is perceived, the
Movement acts quickly to fill it. Further, it has
created an organized and respected military force
that is well armed and greatly respected and feared.
The Assyrian Democratic Movement, it can indeed
be said, has reasserted the Assyrian presence in
Assyria in a way never before seen in our century.

The Assyrians living in villages have come to
rally around the Movement precisely because they
see what has been achieved. It was good to see that
an obstacle which has haunted Assyrian national-
ism for so long is finally being overcome; Chal-
deans, which had for various reasons become dis-
tanced from Assyrianism, are declaring their alle-
giance to the Assyrian cause. And this is most
proper, since the Chaldean population can claim
continual existence in the Assyrian heartland since
the fall of Assyria. While I was in Dohuk, over one
hundred young men from the Assyrian Chaldean
village of Zakho came to join the Movement. They
were welcomed to the Movement with honor as
they served the cause of their people. The Move-
ment is so well known now, that even Kurdish
groups have come to be envious of its attainments.

D

A destroved Assyrian church. Notice the cross atop
the fallen tower. A great number of Assyrian chuvches
have been destroved by explosives. Some have been
completely wiped away, so that only the foundation
can be seen.

WhileI'was at the village of Derelok, over a hundred
Kurds came to join the Assyrian Democratic Move-
ment and become a part of its successes. They were
told by the Movement’s representative there, Mr.
Bacus Aramya, that since they were not Assyrian,
the matter would have to be discussed in the
Movement’s congress when it met in 2 years before
they could be given an answer. _

In village after village I visited, I came to see the
love and admiration people had for the Movement.
Often Assyrian villagers attempted — but were not
permitted — to kiss the hands of the Movement’s
officials to express their affection and reverence for
them. In numerous Assyrian houses, I found pic-
tures of the Movement’s officials, particularly
Younadam Yousip, who is an elected official in the
Parliament in North Iraq.

However heroic the Assyrian achievements in
the homeland have been, more needs to be done.
There are many Assyrian villages that need to be
rebuilt and made habitable again. People, in partic-
ular children, need to have proper amounts of food.
There s a shortage of medicine. Sources of steady
income need to be channelled to our people so that
some sort of industry or industries may develop and
allow people to live and survive on their own and
overcome their difficulties — as they have begun to
do. Indeed, much is needed, but judging by the good
work done by the Assyrian Democratic Movement
thus far, the future may be said to be encouraging.
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Assyrian village houses are
modest, but have been the cra-
dle of a great people.



The Faces of Assyria

Thousands of vears have passed since Nineveh has fallen.
Sixty years have passed since Assyrians were massacred in
Simele in 1933, when the world declared an end to their cause.
Yet the Assyrians cling on, continually asserting their existence
in their homeland. They are a testament to an indestructible
and immortal Assyria.
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Assyrian warviors, membeys
of the Movement, patvol fields
in the Bavwar vegion.
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Assyrian shepherds tend to
their sheep on the side of a
paved voad in the Dohuk avea.

The author, standing in the center,
at Fish Khabur, near the sife of the
battle which took place between Assy-
rians and Iraqi troops in 1933. The
site 15 now home to an Assyrian Demo-
cratic Movement headguarters.

The author, Younadam Youkhana, stands
next to the wall of his father’s house in Dere,
from which he escaped in 1961. The house is
estimated to be over five hundred vears old.
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The Establishment and the Abandonment of Assyrian Timar

by Solomon (Sawa) Solomon

Some two hundred years before the start of World
War I, groups of Assyrians started leaving their
ancestral lands in the Hakkiari Mountains and
headed north to the vicinity of Lake Van in south-
east Turkey to settle. The reasons for this move-
ment were many and among them were: overpopu-
lation, limited natural resources at home, and the
relative peace that came to the Van area with the
establishment of Turkish authority. And as a
result, members of the different tribes moved to the
southeast area of Lake Van and established four-
teen Assyrian villages. The following list contains
the names of the villages of Timar, their chiefs, and
the names of the churches:

Village Village Chief Church
Hawshesur Malham Rasho Mar Touma
Toan Evou Warda Mar Shimon
Seel Zia Giwargis Mar Giwargis
Armanis Lazar Khamo Mart Mariam
Satibak Nissan & Khoshab Mar Giwargis
Kharashik  Paulos & Hawil Mar Patrus & Paulos
Gadalawa  Khamo Hawil Mar Quryakos
Khinno Enwiya Dawid Mar Sliwa
Pokhanis Touma Mar Odisho
Aghjacha Deacon Moshi & Warda Mar Tukhmano
Rushan Salim & Enwiya Mar Giwargis
Sara Iwas Zado Mar Sliwa
Kharahsorik Khammo Mar Sliwa

The villages of Timar, with the exception of the
town of Sara, were under the leadership of Mahk
Youkhanna Badawi of the village of Satibak. His
ancestors left Tkhuma in 1704, and ended up in
Timar later on. He is the great grandfather of Mar
Meles, the current Bishop of Australia, and his old-
est daughter is my grandmother. Before the Great
War, it was his custom to accompany the Patriarch
to Van whenever Mar Shimon came up north visit-
ing. Malik Youkhanna died during the flight from
Urmia to Hamadan and was succeeded by his son
Malik Marawgil, who was to become the last in the
line of the Maliks of Timar. His name comes up
many times hefore and during the 1933 crisis. He
died later on in Syria leaving one son.

The town of Sara, now Kazim Pasha, lies just 15
kilometers west of the Persian horder, 70 kilome-
ters due west of Khoi, and about the same distance
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east of Van. Julamerk lies 125 kilometers south of
Sara. Sara was on the edge of Timar, a large town,
with a mixed population. It had a Turkish Gover-
nor, and it was the seat of Bishop Mar Eliya of the
Church of the East. Sara had its own Assyrian
Maliks and one of the last ones was Malik Sapar, a
man of considerable influence in the area. He was
the son of Malik Sawmo. He was followed by his son
Malik Isa, and his nephew Malik Gullo. The latter is
the father of Rab Emma Warranso of Habbaniya.

The Great Massacres that destroyed the Armen-
ian population of eastern Turkey in 1915 also took
their toll on Timar Assyrians. Great numbers of
men, women and children were murdered. All the
property was looted and the hard work of 200 years
vanished in a matter of days. My father’s uncle,
Rayes Malham Rasho of Hawshesur, was murdered
by local Kurds after he refused to deny the Chris-
tian Faith, along with his son Bram. His ancestors
came from the village of Zerineh in Jeelo some two
centuries earlier. May they rest in peace. Most of
the Assyrians were able to survive by making it to
the Armenian enclave in Van where Aram Pasha
with 15 thousand Armenians were able to hold off
Turks and Kurds until the Russian army arrived
after defeating the Turks in Sari-Kamish. The
Assyrians survived until the final collapse of the
Russian armies in 1918. On March 20, 1918, the
Timaris crossed into Persia joining the rest of the
Assyrian nation. It 1s worth noting here that not
one person was able to escape from the village of
Seel due to the fact that it was surrounded by Kur-
dish villages with no avenue for escape. My father’s
mother, Merriam Deacon Enwiya, had come from
Seel, She died during a flight in 1915 and was buried
hastily. May she rest in peace. In Baquba, the
Timar Assyrians lived in Camp No. 24 and it was
there that Deacon Goriel Suleiman was made the
assistant headman of Camp 24. It is further worthy
of note that two villages of Timar Assyrians were
established in Khabor after 1933,

While Timar is gone, the Timari Assyrians are
not. They have multiplied and prospered. By the
grace of God and by our unshaken faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ, we have triumphed over a vicious and
ignorant enemy that was obsessed with destroying
us.



This photo was taken on fune 25, 1939 during a visit to Habbaniya
(British Air Force Base), Iraq, of Mar Yosip Khnantsho, Metropoli-
tan of the Assyrian Church of the East. A dinner reception was given
to his honor by the people of Timar. Left to right: Bram Warda,
Murad Younathan (the manager of NNA.AF.1), Deacon Morris
Younathan (now in Modesto, CA), Hinnar Odisho (now in Sydney,
Australia), His Grace Metrvopolitan Mayr Yosip, Skharia Sappar, and

others.

The great grandsons of Malik Youkhanna
Badauwi of the village of Satibak, one of the 14
villages of Timar: On the left is Mar Meles,
the current Bishop of the Assyrian Church of
the Eastin Australia; on the vight is Solomon
(Sawa) Solomon, the author of the article on
Timar Assyrians.
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The plaque held by Pat Michalsk:, Assistant to
Governor for Ethnic Affairs, is from Governoy Edgar
of Hiinois congratulating the Assyrian Awmerican
community as they celebrated their 6744th New Year
at the Rosemont which was atfended by 1500 people.
Michalski is flanked by Val Isaak (left), President of
the Assyrian American National Federation, and
Sargon Lewie (vight, Midwest Regional Director.
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Youash Tamras, Fairfield, Australia ....... 25.00
Laya Oshana, Morton Grove, IL .......... 20.00
Sophia Kanna, Sydney, Australia.......... 25.00
Judith Bretschneider, Woodside, CA ....... 20.00
Samson Daniel, Turlock, CA .............. 20.00
Ovrahim Oushana, San Jose, CA .......... 20.00
Anwar David, Modesto, CA ............... 40.00

(also gift subscription to Anita David,

Isla Vista, CA)

Welltom Khoshabian, San Jose, CA ........ 45.00

(also gift subscription to Mary John,

London, England)

Francis David, Modesto, CA............... 50.00
Dematour Betoushana, Los Gatos, CA...... 20.00
Edward Khamo, Kent, England............ 25.00
Jane Joseph, San Jose, CA ................. 20.00
Ashoor Assurian, Gaithersburg, MD ....... 20.00
Samir Batio, San Mateo, CA .............. 20.00
Henry David, Skokie, IL .................. 25.00
Raymond George, Modesto, CA ............ 40.00
Sarah E. Warda, San Francisco, CA........ 50.00
Alphonse Odisho, San Jose, CA ............ 20.00
Dr. Samuel D. Yonan, Flint, MI ........... 20.00
Yonathan Hermes, Hercules, CA........... 25.00
Sargon David, Horsley Park, Australia ..... 25.00
Dr. Sargis G. Osipov, Moscow, Russia...... 25.00
Susie E. Sayad, Shreveport, LA............25.00
Simon Putrus, Chicago, IL ................ 20.00
George Joseph, El Sobrante, CA............ 20.00
Youash Lazar, Santa Rosa, CA............ 100.00
Lillian Pera, New Britain, CT ............. 20.00
George Younan, Ontario, Canada .......... 20.00
George Younan, Ontario, Canada .......... 20.00

(gift subscription to Charles Yonan, CA)
Ashurbanipal Library, Fairfield, ........... 25.00

Australia
S. Shabaz, Washington, D.C. .............. 20.00
Christmas and Other Donations
Malek Shimmon, San Francisco, CA ..... $100.00
John Samo, San Rafael, CA................ 25.00
ANONYIMOUS . . vttt et e i i e e e e eean 50.00
Walter Benjamin, Manalapan, NJ ......... 200.00
Alfred Badal, Chagrin Falls, OH ........... 25.00
Pius Joseph, Elk Grove Village, IL......... 100.00
Edna Alexander, Yorba Linda, CA ......... 20.00
Charles Yonan, Pleasanton, CA............ 50.00
Babajan Isaac, Modesto, CA ............... 20.00

Deacon Morris Younathan, Modesto, CA ... .20.00

ANONymous . ....ooet i 25.00
Dr. Emil Eyvazzadeh, M.D., Alamo, CA....100.00
Peggie Hernandez, Turlock, CA............ 50.00
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John Komo, Jr., San Anselmo, CA .......... 25.00
Dr. Vallo Benjamin, M.D.,................ 100.00
New York, NY
Sargon W. Shabbas, Hercules, CA.......... 50.00
Rouel Aboona, Morton Grove, IL ........... 40.00
Mikhael W. Malik, San Francisco, CA ...... 30.00
Oraham Yacoub, Elk Grove Village, IL ..... 20.00
Valia Ciaccio, Woodland Hills, CA.......... 20.00
Aram S. Youkhana, Chicago, IL............ 15.00
Arbel Soleymani, San Jose, CA............. 50.00
Sophia d'Mar Shimun, .........c...oooo... 70.00
San Francisco, CA
Anna Tamraz, San Francisco, CA......... 100.00
Wilbur J. Elias, Stockton, CA .............. 25.00
Raabi Koorish Shlemon, Niles, IL .......... 30.00
John Badal, Turlock, CA.................. 30.00
Germaine Badal, Hayward, CA ........... 125.00
Rosa Sliva, Los Angeles, CA............... 35.00
Mary Isaac, Skokie, IL .................... 25.00
Henry George, Turlock, CA ............. .. 20.00
Tony Badal, Niles, IL . ........... ... ... 20.00
Education
Rev. Samuel Dinkha, San Jose, CA........ $30.00
Solomon S. Solomon, Chicago, IL .......... 20.00
Fredrick Ashouri, Danville, CA............ 20.00
Shimshon Antar, Millbrae, CA ............ 65.00
Needy Assyrians
Fred Chalita, Turlock, CA .............. $135.00
Shimshon L. Essa, Modesto, CA ........... 50.00
Juliette S. Atoorzadeh, Turlock, CA....... 150.00
William K. Kanon, Modesto, CA ........... 70.00
Daniel de Kelaita, San Francisco, CA ...... 50.00
Donald Lazar, San Carlos, CA............. 45.00
ADONYIMOUS .+ vttt iiee e ieiaaeennns 20.00
Martin Jacob, Sonoma, CA .............. 500.00
Blandina’s Mediterranean Deli and........ 100.00
Market, Benicia, CA
George Daniel, San Rafael, CA............. 25.00




CONGRESSWOMAN HOPES FOR ASSYRIAN UNITY

by Tay Sarguis

Congresswoman Anna Eshoo received a good
amount of support from Assyrians during her cam-
paign for U.S. Congress, and for that she remains
extremely grateful.

However, if she has one message for the Assyri-
ans, it is that they try to do what has eluded them
before: They have to unify, in order to be politically
effective.

It is perhaps a message that Assyrians should
heed, considering that Eshoo now works in the cen-
ter of political power in the United States. And after
a successful Congressional campaign, she is in a
good position to understand what it takes toachieve
political success.

“I think that if there’s anything that Assyrians
need to do, it’s to pull together, to have a common
agenda,” Eshoo said during a recent interview in
her Washington office, “‘Because if in fact you want
to move something forward, if you're going to go to
members of Congress to move that agenda, wha-
tever it is, if people from our community speak in a
hundred different voices, then how can we convince
members of Congress what the most important
agenda is?”

“Try to unify” is the most common advice Eshoo
gives to the many Assyrian groups she meets. “I
always stress that it’s important that there be
unity, that we leave some of the really small things
by the side of the road and not lose sight of what
needs to be done,” she said.

However, Eshoo 1s far from critical of the Assy-
rian organizations; in fact, she said she is grateful
for their existence.

“Many good things come out of the organiza-
tions,” she said. “Many of them are church-cen-
tered because our people are so faith-filled, so I'm
very grateful to the religious amongst us — our
priests, our bishops — because they give a great
deal of leadership to the community.”

Lately, Eshoo said, the greatest need has been to
help the Assyrians who became refugees during
and after the Gulf War: “I think that the refugee
issue is one of the largest of all. It should top the
agenda, because our people are scattered and have
suffered. They have always been victims of geog-
raphy.”

As a first-generation Assyrian, Eshoo, who
speaks Assyrian, is quite aware of the international
ties Assyrians have always had. Her parents are
from Iran; her mother lived in Marseilles, France.
Eshoo was born in New Britain, Connecticut. She
has two children: Karen, 24, teaches philosophy in
southern California, and Paul, 22, is an economics
student at the University of California at Berkeley.
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Prior to winning her seat in Congress, Eshoo
served for 10 years on the Santa Clara County
Board of Supervisors. Although it seems like quite a
leap from Santa Clara to Washington, Eshoo said
that her work as a supervisor prepared her well for
the demands of Congress. She became very familiar
with funding formulas, for example, and gained an
aptitude for recognizing what will work and what
won’t, such as for health care programs. In all, it
was extensive work. “We would joke that the only
thing we weren’t responsible for was foreign pol-
icy,” Eshoo said.

If all of that work kept her extremely busy —
Eshoo said she’s had the time to see one movie in the
last 10 years — her schedule has now become only
more hectic, since she commutes to California
weekly to stay close to her constituency in the Palo
Alto area. However, she said she is not one to com-
plain about the constant travel.

“T think that it’s an enormous privilege to be
here,” she said. “I think, most frankly, if someone
complains about those things that are part and par-
celof theirjob . . . then they shouldn’t hold onto the
job. Are the schedules brutalizing and grueling? Of
course. But I knew that this job was not for the faint
of heart.”

Eshoo said her most important and interesting
committee assignments are on Science, Space and
Technology — important for her Silicon Valley con-
stituents — as well as Merchant Marine and
Fisheries, where she can pursue her interest in
protecting the environment. She is the chief spon-
sor on the House side (counterpart to Senator Bar-
bara Boxer) on a bill that would ban drilling, incin-
eration and dumping permanently along the entire



California coast.

Even though the number of Assyrians in her dis-
trict is small — perhaps numbering only 15,000
—Eshoo described the entire Assyrian community
as “‘extremely generous’’ during her campaign,
helping with fundraising, publicity and other pre-
cinct work.

Eshoo believes it 1s important for Assyrians to
become involved in the American political process,
particularly the many Assyrians who have recently
arrived in the United States and are new to the
system.

“T think the Assyrian community is not unlike
any other ethnic community. It takes more than one
generation to learn,” she said. “Most ethnic groups
hail from countries that are not democratic of
government, and so it takes time to turn that think-
ing around and embrace participation and openness.

“I think that it’s important for each group to be
able toidentify with all of this through having their
own representative there. So when the Irish were
told that they need not apply for jobs in Massachu-
setts and in the Boston area, for them to elect Irish-
Americans to local government, to their state capi-
tol, and to the Congress of the United States, then
they had someone at the table, you see. But when a
group doesn’t have their own participating, it’s
very difficult for them to understand or appreciate
any kind of linkage [to the political system].”

Eshoo’s presence in Congress has also given her
colleagues a chance to learn about Assyrians. Eshoo
is the second Assyrian American ever elected to
Congress; the first was Adam Benjamin, Jr. of Gary,
Indiana, who served from 1977 until 1982. To start
with, she sponsored Assyrian Pride and Remem-
brance Day, which will become part of the Congres-
sional Record. Also, because her “last name is not
Smith,” fellow representatives become curious
about her background. That gives Eshoo a chance
to explain the difference between Syrians and
Assyrians. S

1t also gives her a chance to familiarize members
of Congress with the plight of Assyrian refugees.
Eshoo said she has “worked with the State De-
partment on several individual cases, as well as
underscoring the need for aid for Assyrians that are
in camps” and those that have returned to North-
ern Iraq.

“Most frankly, Iraqg represents, understandably,
and in my view legitimately, a government and
governmental leader that is not popular among
Americans,” Eshoo said. “Saddam Hussein . . . has
not distinguished himself at all, except to be cruel to

his own people. There's a blurring there because.

people that come from that part of the world are
thought of as being all the same. So you have to try
to untangle the legitimate views of many Ameri-
cans about Saddam Hussein and the Iraqi govern-
ment . . . and say that these are people that first of
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all, are really not Arabs in terms of bloodlines, and
that Assyrians were not viewed as being first-class
citizens, ever, in Iraq.”

In the end, Eshoo said she is grateful to have the
chance to help the refugees. She also enjoys inter-
acting with Assyrian organizations, even if dis-
agreements arise.

“All the ethnic groups, most frankly, bicker
amongst one another. Italians, Hispanic-Americans,
Jews — they have many splits amongst themselves,
s0 it’s not just Assyrians. It really isn’t.”

Assyrians interested in writing to Congress-
woman Eshoo’s office may direct letters to
either her Washington or District offices:

1505 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515-0514

698 Emerson Street
Palo Alto, CA 94301

Keep in mind that each member of the House
represents around 500,000 constituents. The
first responsibility of members is to service the
district residents who elected them to office.
Congresswoman Eshoo’s district covers San
Mateo and Santa Clara Counties and includes
the cities of Palo Alto and Sunnyvale.

Tay Sarguis wrote this article following an inter-
view with Congresswoman Anna Eshoo. Tay gradu-
ated in 1993 from Washington College of Law of the
American University in Washington, D.C. Since his
graduation he has been working in the field of refugee
for asylum) law. In 1985 he graduated from the Uni-
versily of California, Berkeley with an AB degree in
English Literature. He studied French in Paris in
1986 and was a journalist for newspapers in Manteca
and Ceres (1987-88).

103d CONGRESS, 1st SESSION
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION

in the House of Representatives

Mr. Gutierrez introduced the following joint
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on August 4, 1993,

JOINT RESOLUTION

Expressing the sense of Congress to establish
“Assyrian Pride and Remembrance Day” to recog-
nize the tremendous legacy of the Assyrian com-
munity and to encourage all Americans to partici-
pate in the commemoration.

Whereas the Assyrian people have a proud his-
tory around the world and in the United States,
dating to the earliest moments of civilization;



Whereas the Assyrian people desire, above all
else, to live in peace with their neighbors;

Whereas Americans of Assyrian heritage have
contributed demonstrably to the well-being of all in
the United States through hard work, sympathy for
others, and maintenance of unique cultural tradi-
tions;

Whereas the history of Assyrians consists of tri-
umphant memorles as well as painful ones, includ-
ing the tragic massacre at Simel;

Whereas the Assyrian people have persevered in
spite of such sadness, and have, indeed, thrived in a
full range of endeavors undertaken as a whole and
as individuals;

Whereas Assyrians have long been allies of the
United States, adding vitally to victory in the First
World War and to the continued struggle for peace;

Whereas the United States is a Nation that wel-
comes, and depends upon, people of all backgrounds,
each with a story to offer others, from which Amer-
ica is able to craft itself into a Nation that is the
envy of the world; and

Whereas all Americans, young and old, would
benefit from a stronger knowledge of the Assyrian
experience: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives of the United States of America in Con-
gress assembled, That August 7, 1993, be recog-
nized nationwide as “Assyrian Pride and Re-

1
2
3
4
5 membrance Day,” an occasion for all Ameri-
6 cans to appreciate the contributions, culture,
7 and history of the Assyrian community. The
& Presidentisauthorized and requested toissuea
9 proclamation calling upon the people of the
10 United States to observe the day with appro-

11 priate ceremonies and activities.

Qﬁ& Qé&\w—\
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AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT ISSUES
VISAS TO ASSYRIANS

The Assyrian Australian National Federation
Inc., in its Press Release of December 1, 1993,
reports that on November 10, 1993, the delegates of
the Federation met with the Minister for Immigra-
tion and Ethnic Affairs, Senator Nick Bolkus, and
eight heads of departments. This was concerning
the Assyrian refugees stranded in Greece, Turkey,
Syria and Jordan, as well as a number of Assyrians
from Iraq and Iran who are also stranded in
Australia.

The Federation points out that the subject matter
was fully discussed with the Right Honourable Paul
J. Keating, the Prime Minister of Australia, eleven
months ago.

The following is a summary of the outcome of the
meeting with Senator Nick Bolkus and the heads of
the departments:

1. The Australian government will issue 1,720
visas in 1994, mostly for Assyrian refugees in
Greece, Turkey, Syria and Jordan. In 1993, 1,200
visas were issued for these refugees.

2. With respect to those Assyrians who arrived in
Australia and applied for change of status before
June 20, 1989, they are now accepted for perman-
ent residency. Concerning the ones who applied
after 1989, the National Executive Board of the
Assyrian Australian National Federation and the
Federation’s immigration Standing Committee
held a meeting on November 24, 1993 with the
Director of New South Wales for Immigration
and Ethnic Affairs. The outcome of the meeting
was very successful and the results will be
announced in the very near future.

Note: 2. The Federation Immigration Standing
Commitiee had prepared a list of all Assyrians in
Australia who had applied for change of status.

CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATION

In the last issue of Nineveh (Fourth Quarter
1993):

(a) Inthe article “The Assyrian Levies, the Final
Chapter,” column 2 starting with line 7 should
have said “Levies were allowed to serve in the
Iraqi army for three months and paid (Ed.
Note: instead of “were paid’’) fifty dinars on
discharge.”

In the biography of Prof. Lilli Tamraz, column
2 on page 23, the children posing with Raabi
Lilli are NOT her grandchildren. Ramina and
Nahira are the niece and nephew of Madlaine
Moradkhan and the children of Lorraine and
Dr. Shmuel Sarmicanic.

(b)



WEDDING BELLS RANG FOR.. ..

. . . Raymond Eshaya and Lordine Andy.
They were united in holy matrimony by Rev.
Qushana Kaanon at Mar Zaia Assyrian Church of
the East in Modesto, California, on Saturday after-
noon, January 15, 1994, and their wedding was
celebrated, in the evening, at the Civic Club of Tur-
lock. Some 500 guests enjoyed themselves, wining
and dining, and dancing to the Haroot Eskenian’s
music and the kigga songs of Robert Khanishan, a
second cousin of the bride and the bridegroom.

The wedding was basically of and by blood rela-
tions, but it was also between two close relatives of
two different nativities! The newly-weds are cou-
sins, once removed, but the bride was born in Tehe-
ran, Iran, and the bridegroom in Baghdad, Iraq.

Raymond 1is the son of Florence and the late Gil-
bert Sammy Eshaya, a well-known former Iraqi
international soccer player, and Lordine is the
daughter of Gilbert’s first paternal cousin, Alice
(nee Aziz Eshaya) and her hushand, Lenard Andy.
Best man and maid of honor, Ronie Avrahim
Roberts and Monica William Eshaya, were family
friends. Susan, the bridegroom’s sister, was the
bridesmaid; and the bridegroom was attended by
the bride’s brother, Nardin. The flower girl, Crystal
Kleis, was the granddaughter of the bride’s mater-
nal aunt, Liza, and husband Davis Eshay David.
The ring bearer, Sami Gilbert Eshaya, was the
bridegroom’s brother. The wedding reception was
hosted by Davis David.

After delighting in the euphoric excitement of
their wedding, the bride and the bridegroom man-
aged to extricate themselves from the mazy com-
pany of devoted and doting relations, and flew away
to Las Vegas to enjoy their honeymoon — and to
puzzle out the intricate network of their relation-
ship!

We wish the young couple a happy life together,
strong enough to withstand the stress and strain of
our modern Assyrian marriages and our “Wester-
nized” lifestyle!

— by Mikhael K. Pius

i :
""h..l-r*"

Left to right: Bridesmaid Susan Gilbert Eshaya, Bride-
groom and Bride, Raymond and Lovdine Eshaya, and Byide-
groom’s mother, Florence Eshaya.
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GOVERNOR OF ILLINOIS
EXTENDS GREETINGS...

Toeveryone gathered for the opening of the Assy-
rian Cultural Display at the James R. Thompson
Center in Chicago, from March 28 through April 1,
1994, Governor Jim Edgar stated that: “It is truly an
honor to recognize the Assyrian American com-
munity for the contributions it has made to Illinois.
This exhibit, in honor of the Assyrian New Year
6744, will provide Illinoisans and visitors to [llinois

Left to right: Bridegroom’s attend-
ant Navdin Andy, Bride’s mother Alice
Andy, Bridegroom and Bride, Ray-
mond and Lordine Andy, and Bride’s
father, Lenard Andy.
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an opportunity to learn more about this communi-
ty’s rich cultural heritage. The acquired knowledge
and awareness will benefit all citizens in many
ways.

“Please accept my best wishes on this special
occasion.”

Left to right: Ben Toma, Sargon David, Sargon Lewte, Gov. Edgar, John Khamis,
Pishon Youkhana, Steven Odesho, and Babel Gabriel.



Baghdad College and Al-Hikma University
Ninth Reunion

A time to remember, recapture, renew, rejoice!

REUNION

This year the Jesuit/Baghdad Alumni Reunion
will be held at:

Hyatt Regency Hotel
San Francisco International Airport
1333 Bay Shore Highway
Burlingame, CA 94010

July 28-31, 1994
All activities will be held at Hyatt Regency

Make your room reservations directly with Hyatt Regency:

(415) 347-1234

Program
Thurs. July 28 Arrival
Fri. July 29 a.m. Speaker
p.m, Buffet Dinner Reception
Sat. July 30 am.  Business Meeting & Speaker
p.m.  Banquet

Sun. July 31 am. Mass, followed by Brunch
For more information, and to have your name
included on the mailing list, write or call:

Brother James McDavitt, S.J.
Jesuit Seminary & Mission Bureau
P.O. Box 799 Back Bay Annex
Boston, MA 02117-0799
(617) 267-7530

It is stated that “Father Joseph MacDonnell’s
history of the Jesuit mission in Baghdad will be
available at the reunion. There are a number of
pictures interspersed among the eleven chapters
which fill 340 pages. The historical data came from
the New England Province archives and from liter-
ary contributions of other Jesuits and Alumni. It
records and celebrates an Ignatian enterprise where
men of faith, armed with little more than trust in
God, overcame great obstacles to build two marve-
lous schools and it addressed the extraordinary
close bond among the Alumni and the Jesuits.”
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Editor’s Note:

Many hundreds of Assyrian students have gradu-
ated from Baghdad College (High School) and Al
Hikma University. The editor of Nineveh is a 1946
graduate of Baghdad College. Al-Hikma University
was established in 1956, six years after the editor
came fo the U.S. lo continue his education.

DR. EDWARD Y. ODISHO
ANALYZES LANGUAGE USE OF
ASSYRIANS IN IRAQ

Arecent article entitled “Bilingualism and Multi-
lingualism among Assyrians — A Case of Language
Erosion and Demise” was written by Dr. Edward Y.
Odisho of Chicago and appeared in a book entitled
“Semitica-Serta Philologica Constantino Tsereteli
Dicata,” published in 1993.

Dr. Odisho presents a very interesting thesis on
the historical development and evolution of our
language from ancient Assyrian times to the pres-
ent. The emphasis of his paper is the linguistic
status of the Assyrians in Iraq from 1918 until now.
Dr. Odisho is to be commended for elucidating the
language development that took place in Iraq dur-
ing this time among Assyrian and other Christian
groups.

As part of the effort to preserve and maintain the
Assyrian language he discusses two private Assy-
rian schools in Iraq — those of Qasha Yousip de
Kaleita in Mosul (1921-1934) and Qasha Khando
Yonan in Baghdad (founded in 1922). It was a great
disappointment to note that no mention what-
soever was made of the school of Raabi Yacoub
Bet-Yacoub in Hinaidi and Habbaniya (1934-1944)
which was at least as influential as the other two, if
not more. Raabi Yacoub’s school went to the junior
high school level and provided education to many
hundreds of Assyrian students. Raabi Yacoub’s
administrative excellence, literary knowledge and
creativity enabled the school to provide among
other things community drama, such as Shakes-
pearean plays which he had translated into Assy-
rian. The education at this school was at a very high
and sophisticated level. We would hope that in the
future such outstanding contributions would not be
overlooked.



A Short Story

GILYAANA'’S PRESSING SECRET
by Mikhael K. Pius

PROLOGUE:

Early in this century the Assyrians weve dislodged from their lands in Atra®
(Turkey and Iran), devastated by the trials and tribulations of the Great War, and
thwarted in their struggle for resettlement by theily “Christian allies” and mentors,
the British, culminating in the dastardly Simmaily Massacve of defenseless villagers
by the Iraqi Army in 1933. Then came theiy political and ractal repression by
Saddam’s brutal security and military machinery and thetr uprooting in the wake of
the Ivaqi-Kurdish strife that followed on the heels of the violent upheaval and turmoil
of the 1958 Iraqi Revolution and its coups and counter coups!

Between these two tumultuous eras, however, there were years of some tranquility
when today’s dislodged, dispersed, distressed, and disillusioned Assyrians of North
Iraq enjoyed a simple but orderly village life in velative safety and peace, practicing, as
well as teaching to their children, their centuries-old mode of life, national customs

and Christian and family values and traditions. This is a story aboutl one such

family, in one such village, and about one such tradition . . .

Gilyaana sat on a wooden chair among four men
sitting around a small rectangular wooden table. He
sat there quietly, watching and listening — and
holding back a pressing secret!

He was sitting beside his uncle, Warda, and oppo-
site him was their next-door neighbor, Zurzan. Fac-
ing Uncle Warda sat his cousin Bahram, and at the
head of the table was Gilyaana’s father, Hormis,
sitting tall and dignified.

The men were drinking wine, eating mazza,?
smoking, chatting and laughing. Their conversa-
tion was centered on their everyday life in their
little village in North Iraq as well as about their past
life in A#ra, and about the trials and tribulations of
their people’s en masse flight from the Turks and
Kurds immediately following the Great War, and
which, although over three decades old, were still
fresh in their minds.

The room was flooded with a dull orange light
from a tin oil lamp burning on the wall. As Gilyaana
watched and listened, a thick cloud of cigarette
smoke hanging overhead smarted his eyes, and he
almost felt the room rumbling and shaking with the
booming voices of the men as they talked and
laughed at the top of their voices.

The gathering was in celebration of the visit of
Gilyaana's uncle, who lived far, far away south of
their mountains in a big town where, he said, he
owned a small shop. And in his honor Gilyaana’s
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father had sacrificed one of his lambs, and broken
open his last jar of red wine for the feast they were
having on the occasion.

Gilyaana watched as Uncle Warda took a sip of
wine and smacked his full lips in delight! He then
popped a small piece of the warm grilled lamb meat
into his mouth, followed by a bit of pickled cucum-
ber. He munched steadily, savoring the food and
stifling a belch in appreciation.

Gilyaana’s father looked at his brother, smiled
and asked, in Assyrian: “Do you like the mazza of
your brother’s wife?”’

“I am very thankful to her, my brother,” Uncle
Wardareplied. “Touyateh’ are very tasty and Tour-
shiyeh* are delicious! I hope Shamaamy liked the
gift my wife sent her.”

“She liked it very much! We all liked it!” Gilyaa-
na’s father said, turning his head to look at the wall.

As his father gazed with adoration at the colorful
machine-made carpet of Jesus’ Last Supper adorn-
ing the bare mud-plastered wall of his home,
Gilyaana, in turn, observed his father with a tinge
of pride in his heart.

His father was dressed up in his “Sunday best™:
his ceremonial country dress of beige woolen trous-
ers and a matching heavy shirt, or tunic, topped up
by a dark waistcoat. Under the tunic he had a clean
white shirt, and around his still-slim waist a brown
sash held in place by a wide red belt with a golden



buckle. His trousers legs were decorated at the sides
by hand needlework of white flower designs and
there were similar handwork designs around the
neck and down the front of his waistcoat. But his
conical white felt hat that customarily graced his
thick, black mop of hair, peppered with gray, was
hanging on a nail on the wall behind him. It had a
black-and-blue feather stuck rakishly in it.

Gilyaana stared at his father, as though he were
in a trance! He pictured him as a king, and he
thought he looked as handsome and royal as a king!
He again felt the rush of pride, this time mixed with
awe, and wondered if this was how a crown prince
would feel towards his kingly father!

And why should I not feel this way! he asked him-
self, mentally. Is not my father the village elder,
addvessed as Maalik!s And do not villagers come to
seek his counsel on various matters as — Gilyaana
recalled his Bible lessons — as King Solomon’s peo-
ple sought their king’s wisdom?

Gilyaana silently wished his father long life and
hoped that he, too, would grow up to be like him.
God forbid, but if someday it became necessary for
him to take his father’s place in the village, he
prayed that he would be worthy of his name!

Presently Gilyaana’s father picked up his glass,
half-filled with last year’s vintage of their home-
made red wine, He raised it up to the level of his
head, and toasted the love of the group before drink-
ing. Then his strong brown face, with his large
brown eyes, thick black eyebrows and bushy must-
ache, softened with a broad smile as he repeated his
earlier greeting: “You are welcome to your broth-
er’s home and to your own village, my brother
Warda! My home is your home!”

Uncle Warda’s round, chubby face beamed with
pleasure. “I thank you, my brother, and may God
replenish your home!” he replied. “And . . . protect
Gilyaana for you!” he added as an afterthought,
looking and smiling at Gilyaana.

Gilyaana smiled back at his uncle, sensing a
warmth in his face. He felt happy and proud to be
sitting among men!

But when he watched them sipping their drinks,
puffing on their cigarettes, talking and laughing out
and enjoying themselves, his secret desire took hold
of him once again. He had a sudden impulse to bring
it out into the open, and wondered what it would be
like to share his secret and actually be one of them!
But on second thought, he knew it was improper
and that he could not muster the courage to do it!

But why am I afraid? he questioned himself, men-
tally. After all, I, too, am a man — or almost. Am I
not now using my father’s vazor — even though on the
sly! — to shave off the hair on my face! And is not my
voice now strong and deep Itke my father’s? And what
about the hard work I do in the field and the ovchard
alongside my father after veturning from Qaasha®
Shumon’s Bible class! Are not these signs that I am
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like them!

Despite all these thoughts to support his mental
claim to equal rights as a man, Gilyaana knew he
could not assert himseif. And he feared that the
revelation of his secret would surprise everyone
—including himself!

He was sure of his father’s love for him. But he
also knew the limit of his father’s indulgence as
well as his adherence to tribal customs and family
tradition! And like a typical Assyrian son, he
always regarded his father with reverence, as
though he were a holy man, and would never dream
of displeasing him. He stood in awe of him, so much
so that he sometimes felt shy even to talk to him in
the presence of other men, let alone do something
that might embarrass him {(and himself) in front of
others!

While Gilyaana’s mind struggled with these
thoughts, his eyes were focused on the mouths of
the men as they chatted away, munched, sipped,
and blew puffs of smoke into the air.

Just then he feit a hand rest upon his shoulder. He
turned and looked into the beaming face of his
uncle.

“Hey, Khorie,”'" his uncle said, “you are so quiet
and solemn, as if you are sitting in church! What are
you thinking about! Are you not enjoying yourself!
Come on, eat, talk and laugh and be merry!” So
saying, he gently bent down and planted a tender
kiss right on the shiny boil-scar Gilyaana had on his
left cheek.

Gilyaana smiled back at his uncle and felt his face
glowing with the intense emotion of being loved!

Uncle Warda was a kind and affectionate man!
He was the only brother of Gilyaana’s father, and
Gilyaana had not seen him ever since he took his
wife and went to live and work in the big town
many years ago.

Younger than his father, he was no more than 40
vears old. He was also shorter than his father, but
had a fuller figure with a round belly. Gilyaana
smiled as he recalled how Uncle Warda's round
belly shook and quivered, like — like his mother’s
butter-churning goida® — every time he laughed!
And Uncle Warda did laugh a lot! That, along with
his cheerful pinkish round face, and with the little
brown mustache under his small nose, made him
funny and lovable at the same time. But the most
wonderful feature of his uncle’s face were his large
hazel eyes! And they crinkled whenever he laughed
or smiled. Uncle Warda always said that he re-
sembled their late mother, and that his brother
Hormis took after their late father.

When his uncle hugged and kissed him on his
arrival the day before, he tousled his hair and said,
“I once had full brown hair like yours, Gilyaana,
but did not have your two beautiful strands bleached
yellow by the sun!” Most of Uncle Warda's once



‘0 hair had fallen out, leaving only a few thin

_cs as the humble survivors upon his shiny pin-
<1sh scalp!

But this does not matter, Gilyaana told himself,
because Uncle Warda is a handsome man who loves to
chal, laugh, have a good time and make everyone
happy. And I love him! And his name, Warda, 1s as
pretty and fragrant as its namesake, the rose!

Gilyaana used to be quite chummy with hisuncle
when he was a little boy. But because Gilyaana had
not seen Uncle Warda for many years, he felt
somewhat shy now to chat with him. Encouraged
by his uncle’s display of affection, however, he
opened his mouth to confide in him, but losing cour-
age, he changed his mind. Instead, he just gazed
into his uncle’s beautiful crinkling eyes, smiled and
said nothing.

As if reading his mind, his uncle asked: ““Khorie,
do you have something to tell your uncle?”

Gilyaana flushed, smiled and shook his head.

His uncle then turned his attention from Gilyaana
to his brother’s cloth tobacco pouch lying on the
table. “I have not smoked of my brother’s tobacco
for along time,” he said as he picked it up and began
to roll himself a cigarette.

Disappointment and remorse enveloped Gilyaa-
na’s thoughts. He upbraided himself mentally for
lacking courage and confidence in broaching the
subject and asserting his wish! He knew that Uncle
Warda, in particular, was a kind and thoughtful
man, and would understand his need, for he remem-
bered how he used to pamper and cuddle him when
he was a little boy at the time they all lived together
in the same house. He was his best friend. Often-
times, upset by his mischief, his parents would
scold or spank him. But Uncle Warda would come to
his aid to protect and comfort him. And he would
give him anything he asked for. And he was such
fun to be with! Gilyaana smiled as he recalled how
his uncle used to turn his crying moments into
bouts of laughter by his funny shadow puppetry on
the wall at night, with socks on his hands!

Perhaps my uncle pampered me then because I wus
a little boy and because he had no children of his own,
(ilyaana reasoned. And now that I am grown up and
he has his own childven, it might be different. But
Uncle Warda was kind and generous with everyone,
Gilyaana reassured himself, and I am sure he s still
the same pevson. He will understand and appreciate
my need. And unlike my father, he is carvefree and
liberal! For Uncle Warda’s sake, even my father
might not be displeased with me on such a happy
occasion. Why, then, do I hesitate to tell?

When Uncle Warda had rolled his cigarette, he
fished out of the pocket of his city coat, hanging on
the wall behind him, a pretty black-and-white
cigarette holder. He carefully inserted his cigarette
into it and then gripped it between his even teeth.

29

Gilyaana's Pressing Secvet

As he was about to light his cigarette, Uncle
Warda suddenly glanced at Gilyaana and caught
him watching his action with rapt attention.

“Hey, Khorie, doyou like my cigarette holder?”” he
asked, smiling.

Gilyaana grinned back, sheepishly. “Yes, it is
pretty!”

Smiling impishly and playfully blinking his eyes
rapidly at Gilyaana, Uncle Warda bent his head
towards him and whispered: “Do you like to try a
cigarette?”

“Yes!” he replied in a hushed tone. “But, Uncle, I
must not smoke vet. And I would be ashamed to
smoke in front of you and my father!” Gilyaana
smiled again, flushing.

“Oh!” his uncle exclaimed. “But you are old
enough, and it is time now you tried a cigarette!”

“My father will not permit it!”’ Gilyaana blurted
out.

“Don’t worry, he will not object on this happy
occasion!”

“No, Uncle, I cannot smoke!” Gilyaana protested
weakly.

“Oh, come on, try one for my sake!” his uncle
coaxed, grinning and playfully blinking his eyes at
Gilyaana. “Doyou want one of my packet cigarettes
or one of your father’s?” B

Gilyaana cast a furtive glance at his father. He
was in deep conversation with Bahram and Zurzan.
He then stared at his uncle’s pretty cigarette holder,
not knowing what to say.

His Uncle’s quick eyes noticed Gilyaana's inter-
est. Placing his loaded cigarette holder on the table,
he picked up the tobacco pouch again. “I think you
would like me to roll you one,” he said.

Gilyaana stared at his father again and wondered
if he had done the right thing in virtually accepting
his uncle’s offer!

My father disapproves of smoking by boys, because it
is against our customs, Gilyaana thought. He might
not permit me to smoke! If he does, for Uncle Warda’s
sake, I would be ashamed to smoke in his presence.
And if Ido smoke, then my smoking might cause him
embarrassment!

My father is strict about his beliefs! But he is also
pliable sometimes, especially when he has had a few
drinks and is in a good mood. He seems to bein “‘high
spirits”’ already! But is he “‘in the mood?” _

Gilyaana's train of thought was broken when
Uncle Warda nudged him and held out the cigarette
he had made for him, saying: ‘“Take, Khorie, take!”

Gilyaana grinned sheepishly, glanced at his father
again and hesitated.

“Donot be ashamed,” Uncle Warda coaxed with a
smile, blinking his crinkling eyes rapidly in fun.

Gilyaana took the cigarette timidly and stole yet
another glance towards his father. His father was



now staring at him from under his black eyebrows
while his fingers fondled his bushy mustache.

“My brother Warda, Gilyaana does not smoke,”
his father said.

Uncle Warda grinned, apparently amused at his
brother’s concern. “I know, my brother,” he said,
“but he is growing up and he will only try one
cigarette tonight just for the sake of this rejoicing.”

“But, my brother Warda, it is not good to teach
him to smoke!” his father protested.

“Ah, my brother! Gilyaana will not learn by smok-
ing just one cigarette,” his uncle returned. “And if
he does not smoke now, he will smoke next year or
after a few years. He is growing into a man, and all
men of our tribe smoke!”

“Not until he has reached the marrying age!”
Gilyanna’s father said. “He isonly 15 yearsold, and
you know smoking is harmful!”

“Ah, my brother! He is no younger than we were
when we started to smoke. Do you not remember
how we would ‘borrow’ tobacco from the pouch of
our late father — God rest him in paradise — and
sneak out to smoke?”

“Sneak out and smoke behind the village garbage
heap?” asked Gilyaana’s father. “Smoking is a bad
habit and we were fools! Ido not want my sontohbea
fool as we were! And you know well that boys — and
young unmarried men — of our people don’t smoke,
or drink, in the presence of their elders!”

Bahram and Zurzan endorsed Hormis’ view with
somber nodding of their heads.

“Very well, very well, my dear brother!” exclaim-
ed his uncle, throwing his hands up in mock defeat
and smiling. “You are quite right, and you have two
to support you! I have only Gilyaana with me. Are
you on my side, Khorie?”

Gilyaana smiled guiltily, as Zurzan and Bahram
cackled.

“But, my brother Hormis, this is a happy occa-
sion, and for my sake you will please permit
Gilyaana to try a few puffs,” persisted his uncle.
“But he will promise not to smoke again until he is
fully grown up. Do you promise, Kkorie? ' he asked,
blinking his eyes at Gilyaana as he struck a match.

Gilyaana looked at his father, blushed and hesi-
tated. But when he noticed his father smiling
faintly and nodding his head, he timidly stuck the
cigarette in his mouth.

Gilyaana bent his head down to the flame. He felt
his cheeks and ears growing hot and he knew it
wasn't from the heat of the match! His uncle smiled
at him, but the other three men watched him with
keen interest — like the interest my three classmates,
Jangu, Gagga and Davku, show in class whenever 1
read my Bible lesson, hoping I would stumble and get
a “‘lashing’ from Qaasha Shumon!/ Gilyaana
thought.

As Gilyaana took a couple of awkward puffs on
his cigarette, Uncle Warda suddenly picked up the
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pitcher of wine on the table. “I will give you a little
drink, too,” he said with a smile and a wink at
Gilyaana, as though the two were sharing a mis-
chievous secret.

Gilyaana eyed his father. He was watching them
while he listened to Zurzan and Bahram'’s conver-
sation.

“No, Uncle ..
clined feebly.

His uncle glanced at his brother and back at
Gilyaana. “Ah, Khorie, do not be afraid,” he said.
“Tonight is a special day! It is for rejoicing. Enjoy
yourself! You are now trying your first cigarette,
You should also drink your first wine to get used to
its taste! My late father — God rest him in paradise
— used to say that noman of our tribe is a man if he
doesn’t smoke and drink on a happy occasion. And
tonight is a happy day! And this is a trial for you!
But you should not smoke or drink again until the
day of your marriage! Promise? But then you can
smoke and drink as much as you want. But don't
smoke and drink too much and become sick on your
wedding night!” Uncle Warda teased, with an
impish smile and a wink.

Gilyaana lowered his head and blushed.

With a mischievous smile at his brother, Uncle
Warda then half-filled a glass with the sparkling
red wine from the pitcher and handed it to Gilyaana.
“Take, Khorie, ' he said, “and drink this for the love
of all of us!”

Gilyaana looked at the glass and hesitated for a
moment. He then recalled that he had helped his
fatherin the crushing of the two huge basketfuls of
the big, juicy, black grapes for the very same wine.
He took the glass and looked at his father again as

though seeking his consent. B}

Playing with his mustache, his father was star
ing pointedly at the glass in Gilyaana’s hand.
Gilyaana, in turn, eyed his glass in confusion and
wondered 1if he should not reject the drink.

“But, brother Warda, you are not doing well!”
exclaimed Gilyaana's father. “You are spoiling my
son’s habits! And that drink of wine will make him
sick!”

“Ah, my brother, what is a little drink to a big
boy?” Uncle Warda brushed aside his brother’s
apprehension. “A little wine is not harmful, but is
good for the body!” He then blew a whiff of smoke
upin the air and raised his glass. “Ah, drink up, my
brethren! This is the juice of life!” he cried out
jovially, like a poet.

Gilyaana’s father’s set face suddenly softened
with a smile. “My brother Warda,”” he said, “it is of
no use arguing with you! You never take anything
seriously! You have been spoiling Gilyaana ever
since he was a baby!”

“Ah, come, Khorie, raise it up to your head!”
Uncle Warda coaxed Gilyaana, as he raised hisown

. I will not drink!” Gilyaana de-



glass to his mouth and took a big gulp, smacking his
lips. “Ay,® may your root never dry up!” he ex-
claimed, staring at the glass in his hand, with an
exaggerated smile on his face.

Gilyaana’s father shook his head and laughed in
amusement — and apparent frustration!

Gilyaana’s hand shook slightly as he timidly
raised his glass. Bkhoubbokhon!”’\% he choked out
the Assyrian common toast, putting the glass to his
lips and swallowing a mouthful.

The sharp and bitter-sweet liquid burned his
throat. He withdrew the glass from his lips with a
shudder and lowered his head, coughing.

Uncle Warda looked on and chuckled, and the rest
watched and grinned.

Aware that all the men were watching him,
Gilyaana laid his burning cigarette in the ash
saucer and set his wine glass on the table, squirm-
ing in his chair.

Uncle Warda gently patted him on the back, still
chuckling. But his father was now looking at him
from under his black eyebrows, in silence. Although
there was concern in his large, brown eyes and his
broad chin and square jaws were set, he had a faint
smile of amusement on his face. Bahram was
watching and smiling thoughtfully. But Zurzan’s
look was the most unsettling to Gilyaana! He was
glowering into Gilyaana’s eyes through his small,
narrow, pale-gray eyes, with a fixed smirk on his
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thick lips. Even his shiny bald head seemed to be
glaring into his eyes and laughing at him, Gilyaana
thought. ,

Gilyaana had once bloodied the nose of Zurzan’s
son, Jangu, in a fight, and evidently Zurzan had not
forgotten it! And although Zurzan was uttering no
verbal criticism, it was apparent to Gilyaana that
he was now avenging himself on him by gloating
over his uneasiness!

Gilyaana wished he could stick out his tongue
and wrinkle his nose at Zurzan and turn the smirk
on his face to a deep frown! But because he was
their neighbor and an elderly guest at their house,
he knew he just could not do it even if he could
muster the bravado! But he did sneak one long draw
on his cigarette and blow a huge puff of smoke —
towards Zurzan!

Then Gilyaana felt his neck and forehead perspir-
ing under Zurzan’s intense stare, and soon his face
was damp and his shirt collar felt clammy upon his
neck. He longed to wipe his sweaty face with his
sleeve, but he feared such action would betray his
predicament. He only brushed his palm quickly
over his brow and head, pretending he was only
smoothing down his hair. Then he suddenly had a
panicky desire to stalk out of the room! But he knew
he could not do this either as long as the men's
attention was on him. He feared that if he walked

Uncle Warda's round belly shook with chuckles, and the other men watched with interest
as Gilyaana, squirming in his seat, with a wine gfass in his unsteady hand, nervously
blew out a huge puff of smoke toward Zurzan's beady eyes boring into him!
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out while their eyes were still upon him, he would
not “have the face” toreturn to their company. And
yet to sit there and absorb the heat of the critical
looks was an ordeal!

However, Gilyaana sat still and endured his
situation for a while longer. But as soon as he
noticed that the men’s attention had shifted away
from him, he decided to sneak out. Leaving his
burning cigarette in the ash saucer and his still
half-filled glass of wine on the table, he quietly
pushed his chair back and shuffled out on to the
veranda, whistling in a low key.

His mother was bending over the glowing ojakh-
fa,V' preparing dinner. As he stepped out a spicy
aroma hit his face! His nostrils quivered with plea-
sure and his mouth watered.

“Where are you going, my son?”” his mother asked
as he stepped off the veranda into the orchard. “Iam
going to set the soupral? soon. T have already cooked
the dolma,'3 and kepty' is about ready.”

“Nowhere, my mother,” Gilyaana replied. “I will
just stand in the moonlight for a little while.” ‘

Gilyaana stepped out into the chilly autumn
night. Applying his sleeve, he dried his brow and
went forward to encounter more of the fresh air. A
sigh of relief escaped him as the mild but nippy
wind fanned his face and neck, drying them. He felt
his tension draining away and a soothing relaxation
surging through his body.

After a while, Gilyaana heard his mother calling
his name. He braced himself and went inside to
rejoin the men.

Sometime after everyone had enjoyed his moth-
er’s delicious dinner of spiced kipty, and grape-
leaves dolma fortified with pickles and lawasheh, '
Bahram and Zurzan took their leave and left for
their homes, and Gilyaana entered his little room,
said his prayers and went to bed. He laid awake
“eavesdropping” as his parents sat up for a more
intimate chat with Uncle Warda over old times.

It was almost midnight when Gilyaana finally
heard his uncle say good night to his parents and
enter the semi-drakness of 4és room. He quietly took
off his shoes, socks, and upper clothes and got into
the bed Gilyaana’s mother had made for him on the
floor alongside her son’s bed.

Gilyaana kept still, pretending that he was asleep,
and listened to the inaudible whispering of his
uncle’s prayers. And soon after, his room went into
total darkness when he heard his mother blow out
the oil lamp in the sitting room, after tidying up.

Gilyaana lay in the darkness reviewing the day's
events, with a nagging feeling of disappointment
and frustration. Although he had achieved his
secret wish, his physical craving remained unsatis-
fied and therefore unfulfilled. To overcome the nag-
ging feeling, he tried tofall asleep. But all he did was
turn and toss and think — and stay wide awake! —
while his uncle slept, breathing evenly. Gilyaana
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knew the only way to have peace of mind and fall
asleep was to satisfy his physical craving!

After some faint ruffling, swishing and stirring
noises in his parents’ adjoining room, finally a faint
sound of snoring reached Gilyaana’s attuned ears
through their widely cracked door.

Gilyaana carefully got out of bed and put on his
pants and coat lying by his bed. Quietly and slowly,
he treaded his way out into their sitting room.
Although the room was in pitch darkness, he was
able to grope his way to the wooden rectangular
table without bumping into anything. His only fear
was that the objects of his seeking might be
removed.

Slowly and carefully he felt the top of the table
with his hand. It touched a cool object. It was the
pitcher of wine! He grabbed it by the handle and
raised it to his mouth, greedily swallowing several
mouthfuls of the strong bitter-sweet drink. He took
precaution to avoid choking on it and coughing, but
some wine trickled down his chin and on to his
chest. Next, his hand sought his uncle’s packet of
city cigarettes and the box of matches. He moved
his hand this way and that on the table, but could
not find them. In his impatience, he jerked his hand!
It hit something and the object fell off to the ground
with a thud. Just then he heard his uncle stir in his
bed! Gilyaana froze in a dark silence, his heart beat-
ing fast. He waited for a few minutes in his “para-
lyzed’’ position, but heard no other sound or move-
ment. Cautiously, his hand felt the dirt floor and
found the packet of cigarettes. He took one out and
stuck it in his mouth. His hand then felt out for the
matches, but the only thing it touched was the ash
saucer!

Gilyaana sat on the ground, weak with frustra-
tion! How could he smoke his cigarette without
matches! The matches were probably in his father’s
and in his uncle’s pockets! But how was he toget to
them in the darkness without waking them?

Sick with disappointment, Gilyaana took the
cigarette out of his mouth. He was about to insert it
back into the packet and return to his bed when he
remembered his mother’s match box. He had seen it
often by her Ojakhta! But was it there now?

Holding his breath, Gilyaana very cautiously
unbolted the door, without a sound! But when he
opened it, the door creaked audibly on its hinges!
Gilyaana heard his uncle stir in his bed and cry out:
“Who is it?”" Gilyaana once again froze with fright,
his heart thumping!

“It is me, Uncle!” he choked out. “T am going to
the outhouse.”

“Oh,” his uncle said, reassured.

Gilyaana stepped out onto the moon-flooded ver-
anda and smiled with relief when he spotted his
mother’s box of matches on the rim of her ojakhta.
Sticking the cigarette in his mouth once again, he



picked up the box and struck a match.

Advancing a few paces into the orchard, out of
hearing distance, he drew hard on the lighted
cigarette and inhaled the smoke deeply, coughing
convulsively. He repeated the new experience sev-
eral times, blowing out big puffs of smoke into the
air.

Presently, Gilyaana felt a strange sensation steal-
ing into his head and stomach — a dizziness accom-
panied by nausea. He realized at once it was due to
the smoke he had inhaled and the wine he had
swallowed, and he feared he might vomit.

Oh, no! I should not! If I vomit now, if will mean
that L am still a boy and have failed to prove — at least
to myself — that I am a man!

Gilyaana stared at the glowing half-smoked cigar-
ette in his hand with disgust. He threw it down and
crushed it under his foot!

My father was right then, he thought with re-
morse. A cigavette has move harm than good! Truly,
it has no good at all! What good has it when I swallow
smoke and then get dizzy and sick! Both smoking and
drinking arein fact harmful. I should not have tested
my father’s judgment in the first place! My father is
always vight! True, he is a strict man, but he 1s also a
wise man, otherwise why would the villagers come fo
him to ask for advice?

Uncle Warda is a good man, too, and I love him.
But he is a happy man who loves fun and a good time
on happy occastons, and does not want fo disappoint
anyone! And like eating, dvinking and smoking also
give him — and some other people — pleasure. But
whatis the pleasure for me if I inhale acrid smoke and
swallow distasteful liguid only to choke on them and
then suffer the discomfort of nausea and dizziness?

But one thing puzzled Gilyaana: Since his father
knew smoking and drinking were no good, why
then did he himself smoke and drink? Did he, like
Uncle Warda, enjoy them, or was it just a habit,ora
social requirement as Uncle Warda had said? He
knew his father was not a habitual smoker, but he
did smoke a few cigarettes on special occasions. He
also knew that he did not overdrink, because he
could not remember ever seeing him drunk.

Well, he would ask his father about this one day,
Gilyaana decided. Perhaps like his father, he, too,
would smoke and drink on happy occasions like this
when he grew up into a real man and got over the
unpleasant reaction of smoking and drinking. But
right now he did not like at all the funny feeling
wine and cigarette had given him and he promised
himself not to touch them again, at least not until
he was fully grown up — or until his wedding day!

Presently, Gilyaana felt his nausea increasing!
He clasped his hand under his belly and pressed as if
to relieve the sensation. Instead, the queer feeling
began to rise up into his thorax. Then his mouth
started watering with a sour saliva. The saliva
originated at the base of his jaws and spread out,
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filling his mouth, till he was forced to squirt it out.
He spat out several times, but his mouth kept filling
again. He tried to swallow repeatedly and force the
nausea down, belching and drawing air into his
lungs. “Akh, Baabie!”’'® he moaned to his absent
father as he stooped against his will, seized by a
violent grip of the motion.

Clamping his mouth shut, Gilyaana ran to a
remote part of the orchard and stooped. He retched
afew times and then threw up. The violent ejection
and the stomach contraction felt as though his guts
were being clawed out! He went through the same
painful motion two more times, coughing and
groaning.

Finally relieved, Gilyaana straightened up, his
head throbbing. He remembered his father saying
once that cold water and fresh air were good medi-
cines. He hastened to the brook that ran by their
orchard and washed in the clear cold water that
curled away in a silver sliver in the moonlight. He
filled his mouth twice and gurgled. With cupped
hands, he scooped and swallowed two mouthfuls
and splashed handfuls of cold water on his face and
neck. Rivulets of water trickled down his chest and
back, making him shiver. Time and again he filled
his lungs with the pure cold air and exhaled. Stran-
gely enough, he began to feel better! The nausea
gradually went away and the throbbing in his tem-
ples abated. He still felt a bit giddy, but he knew
that, too, would soon disappear.

Gilyaana stood in the chilly moonlight a while
longer, inhaling and exhaling and listening to the
faint chirping of insects and the whisper of the mild
wind playing among the rustling, falling leaves. He
then turned and walked back towards the door and
tohis warm bed, still a little woozy but wiser for his
painful experience.

Glossary of Assyrian terms used in the story.

1. Atra: “0Old Country” in the Hakkiari Mountains of
Turkey and the Plain of Urmia in Iran, where Assy-
rian tribes and clans lived for many centuries follow-
ing the fall of their empire.

2. Mazza: Hors d'oeuvres or appetizers eaten while
drinking.

3. Touyateh: Small pieces of spitted meat broiled over

open fire,

Tourshiveh: Pickles.

Maalik: Village alderman or chief.

Qaasha: Priest.

Khorie: My fellow, or my pal.

Goida: Cured goatskin used for butter churning.

Ay!: An expression equivalent to “Oh!”

Bkhoubbokhoun!: A drinking toast, literally mean-

ing “To your love!” but equivalent to the American

“Here's to you!”

11. Ojakhta: Homemade wood or coal stove used mostly

to cook a meal over it.
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Gilyaana's Pressing Secret

12. Soupra: A spread cloth upon which food is set for a
meal, whether on the table or on the ground.

13. Dolma: Half-boiled grape leaves, cabbage, or chard,
packed with spiced ground meat mixed with rice and
garnished, when cooking, with herbs, spices, oil and
lemon juice. Mixed or combination dolma is made of
hollowed whole eggplants, gurkens, tomatoes and
onions, basically stuffed and garnished with the
same ingredients.

14. Kipty: Stew of tennishball-sized ground and spiced
mutton or beef.

15. Lawasheh: Large, thin sheets of Assyrian bread that
keeps for weeks, baked in large clay ovens built
below ground surface.

16. Akh, Baabiel; An Assyrian moaning expression,
literally meaning “Oh, my father!” and equivalent to
the American “Oh, my God!”

YOUTH

by Samuel Ullman

Youthis not a time of life; it is a state of mind; it is
not a matter of rosy cheeks, red lips and supple
knees; it 1s a matter of the will, a quality of the
imagination, a vigor of the emotions; it is the fresh-
ness of the deep springs of life.

Youth means a temperamental predominance of
courage over timidity of the appetite, for adventure
over the love of ease. This often exists in a man of 60
more than a boy of 20. Nobody grows old merely by a
number of years. We grow old by deserting our
ideals.

Years may wrinkle the skin, but to give up enthu-
siasm wrinkles the soul. Worry, fear, self-distrust
bows the heart and turns the spirit back to dust.

Whether 60 or 16, there is in every human being’s
heart the lure of wonder, the unfailing childlike
appetite of what’s next and the joy of the game of
living. In the center of your heart and my heart
there is a wireless station: so long as it receives
messages of beauty, hope, cheer, courage and power
from men and from the Infinite, so long are you
young.

When the aerials are down, and your spirit is
covered with snows of cynicism and the ice of pes-
simism, then you are grown old, even at 20, but as
long as your aerials are up, to catch waves of optim-
ism, there is hope you may die young at 80.

Editor’s Note:

1. The Essay was submitted by Eshava H. Isaac,
Skokie, IL.

2. The above short essay appeared in the Washington
Post (Sept. 17, 1990) and was veprinted in Read-
ev’s Digest (January 1991). We are reprinting il
here because it carries a universal message to all
men and women, old and young alike, about how to
Live in the fullness and beauly of life. It is stated
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that General Douglas MacArthur often quoted
Ullman’s “Youth’ essay and kept a framed copy
over his desk throughout the Pacific campaign. [f
is believed that the Japanese picked up the work
from his Tokyo headquarters.

The Washington Post article points out that the
essay, written more than 70 years ago, is the basis
of much Japanese productivity and the foundation
of many businessmen’s life philosophies. Mawny
carry creased copies in theiy wallets. “Anyone
worth his salt in Japanese business knows and uses
this essay, said one longtime Japan observer.

A few ““years ago, several hundred top business-
men and government leaders gathered in Tokyo
and Osaka to celebrate thety admiration of Ull-
man’s essay. Testimonials abounded, including
one from Konosuke Matsushita, founder of the
Panasonic Company, who said ‘Youth’ has been
his motto for 20 years.”

Samuel Ullman was born in 1840 in Germany,
and came to the United States as a boy. He fought
in the Civil War and settled in Birmingham,
Alabama.

Assyrian Americans Who Served in the
Armed Forces of the United States in
World War 11

In 1943 the Assyrian National Association of Chi-
cago published a magazine containing pictures of
Assyrian Americans, mainly from the Chicago
area, who were in the Armed Forces of the United
States at that time. In 1993 the American Assyrian
AMVET Post No. 5 of Chicago reprinted the maga-
zine with some additions from the Korean and
Vietnam wars. This was “dedicated to perpetuat-
ing the memory of gallant Assyrian men and
women who took an active part in wars to preserve
Freedom, Liberty and Justice.”

The AMVET Post is in the process of erecting a
memorial monument at Elmwood Cemetery in Chi-
cago to honor these veterans. They are asking
Assyrians to join in this project by contributing
funds (tax deductible) which may be sent to:

Assyrian Veteran Memorial Fund
9042 N. Central
Morton Grove, 1L 60053

When America entered World War II on Decem-
ber 7, 1941, there were some 15 to 20 thousand
Assyrians living in the Chicago area. A large
number of men and women entered various branch-
es of the Armed Forces of the U.S. Many saw com-
batinall theaters of operation. Some were wounded,
others were killed and several were taken prisoner
— including Frank Yonan, who survived the in-
famous Bataan Death March in the Philippines asa
prisoner of the Japanese Army.

Pictures next two pages



- WWII

Assyrian American Association Ladies Auxiliary A Unit of Red Cross
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SPECIAL RECOGNITION

1ST. LT. GENE BADAL CONG. ADAM BENJAMIN SGT. SAUL JOSEPH CAPT. WILLI&AM JOSEPH

Silver Star West Point Graduate Silver Star Chicago's Most Decorated Soldier WWII
WWII & Korea

CAPT. LAWRENCE G. 1ST LT, PAUL D. NEWEY CAPT, JOHN NIMROD LINCOLN TAMRAZ

KHEOROO, M.D. Military Intelligence State Senator Amvet National Commander
WWII and Korean War Chief Investigator World War Il & Korea

for State of lllinois

L]
[}
, | ‘ﬁ ) W Hign | o
LT. COMMANDER FRANK YONAN MAJOR KENNETH YONAN LT. COL. MARSHALL YONAN,
ROBERT R. YOHANAN Survivor of Batan West Point Graduated M.D.
Naval Academy Death March Advisor for Vietnam Officers

Naval Adviser in Vietnam
Air Medal, Bronze Star Combat

MAJOR RICHARD (TONY) YONAN
Pilot - Aircraft Maintenance Officer
Served in WWII, Korea, Vietnam
Instructor on B-25, B-24, B-29
20 Years Service - 20 Medals
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KILLED IN ACTION
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NOTES ON GAILANI CAMP ASSYRIANS

by Solomon (Sawa) Solomon

After the closing of the Great Refugee Camp of
Baquba in 1920, a small group of Assyrians settled
in the Eastern Baghdad Suburb of Gailani Camp,
named after the Moslem religious leader (Sheikh
Abdul Kader Gailani), and was owned by a local
man named Chorbachi. These Assyrians lived in
makeshift tents amid date palm trees. The streets
at night were very dark and unsafe to walk through
and they were posted by oil lamps at a distance of
100 feet apart. At this juncture a number of Assyri-
ans from the Jeelu Tribe left Gailani to form the
Railway Camp of West Baghdad. However as time
passed, life for the remaining Assyrians started
improving. Mud brick houses replaced the tents,
schools and churches were established, and by the
late thirties electricity arrived. The camp then
became the major Assyrian center in the city.

In Iraq, the local government appointed a man
with the title “Mukhtar’ to represent a designated
group of people, or area. He was sort of a village
headman, so Assyrian Mukhtars started appearing
in Gatlani from early on.

The following is a brief account of some of these
Mukhtars. The information is sketchy and may be
chronologically inaccurate, because it is difficult to
find documentation on the subject. Here I also wish
to express my gratitude to Raabi Youab Yonan of
Turlock and Doctor Sargon Odisho of greater
Chicago.

o  Mukhtar Raabi Andrious Odisho of Degala: He

operated a school in the camp with his wife
Raabi Almas during the early twenties. He also
took on the duties of Mukhtar until 1926 when
he left Baghdad for Kermanshah, Iran. He died
in the United States in 1961.

o  Mukhtar Aurahim of Soporghan: One of the
early Mukhtars. To this dedicated Assyrian
goes the credit of converting the Assyrian Tent
City into mud brick houses. He tried to help his
people freely until word was passed to Chorba-
chi that Aurahim was cheating him, so he was
fired from his position and forced to flee to Iran.

®  Mukhiar Polus: Not much is known about him
except that he died in office and was buried by
the Chaldean Priest Odisho.

e  Mukhtar Nimrod: All that we know is that he
followed Polus.

®  Mukhtar Deryawish Alexander, 1899-1974: This
man held the office for 30 years. He was the son
of Doctor Yohannan. Having come from Khana-
quinin 1930, he became the Mukhtar that same
year and held the position until 1960, when he
emigrated to San Francisco. He died there in
1974.
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Because of the presence of Armenians in Gailani,
the place was sometimes called camp El Arman by
local Arabs, and there were at times Armenian
Mukhtars, among them of recent times were Mukh-
tars Mishak and Abraham.

In early 1950 the new church of Mar Kardagh
was consecrated thanks to a group of capable and
dedicated Assyrians, among whom were Deacon
Sawa Shalita, Deacon Goliat Antar, Richard Kelai-
ta, and Mikhail Kachow. Later that same year a
new priest was ordained for the church by the name
of Kasha Goriel Suleiman. Rev. Goriel did not
appreciate the fact that the Assyrians of Gailani
Camp were paying rent for decades to Chorbachi,
who would not give them the deeds to the land that
their housing stood on. So he went on looking for
suitable property for his congregation. After 13 spe-
cial trips to the various suburbs of Baghdad, he
settled on a piece of land in New Baghdad named
Nuairiyah and Gayarah. The price was reasonable
and the area was suitable. Thus a new Assyrian
center emerged around the newly built church of
Mart Maryam. Reverend Goriel died in 1966.

Today our people are still living in Gailani Camp,
seven decades after the first Assyrian set foot on it.
It has permanence, unlike places like Baquba,
Mandan, Hinaidi, and Habbaniya. Gailani Camp
will always be a major element of Assyrian collec-
tive identity.

The Official Seal of
Mukhtar Andrious Odisho of Degala.
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Front vow (I to »): William Aghajan, Jacob Yohanan, David Oda, Mikhail Kachow,
Shmouel Shawel, Shawel Banna, Ashur Kelaita, Michael Rehana, Shamasha (Deacon)
Sawa Shalita, Edward Awisha, Johnson Kelaita. Back vow ([ to 7): Paulos Pera, Akh-
shirish Malik, Zalpa Khnanisho, Nimrod Oda, Eshaya Shalalo, Lilly Shawel, [ibrael
Baba, unknown, Michael Shawel, lady unknown.
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In 1949, the
Joundation jor Mar
Kardagh Pavish,
Assyrian Church of
the East, Gailan:
Camp, was layed by
the newly elected
Church Commiltlee.
Forefront laying the
brick foundation is
Richard Kelaita.
(Submitted by Jacob
Yohanan,
Australia.)

Taken in Baghdad in October 1950 at the residence of Father Goriel Suleiman on the day
of his ordination as a priest for the newly built Church of Mar Kardagh in Gailani Camp.
Left to right: Avchdeacon Esho D’Beth Mar Sargis, Metropolitan Mar Yosip Khnanisho,

Bishop Mar Zia Sargis and Father Goriel Suleiman.
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Book Review

AGATHA CHRISTIE
The Unknown Assyrian
and Baklava

by Basil K. Pius
Paragon Press, Miles City, Montana, 120 pages
Reviewed by the Editor

The book as a whole reflects the experiences of
the author, which, he tells us, began in Baghdad in
1955 when he met Agatha Christie, the British
mystery writer, during a short visit in the Coronet
Bookshop the family owned and operated. Christie
and her husband Max Mallowan were frequent vis-
itors to the area, as he was directing an archaeologi-

cal team in Mesopotamia. During this encounter -

Agatha’s simple words had a divine spirit and have
stayed with the author ever since. She told Pius
how lucky he was attending the University and
encouraged him to continue his education.

This 120 page book is a tribute and a celebration
to the honor of Agatha Christie. Just as Baklava
symbolically reminds us of the sweetness of life and
a time for celebration, so, in this case, it is used to
honor the Queen of mystery stories. The author
says he has never been in the limelight for any
heroic accomplishments, and therefore, is Un-
known. Being an Assyrian, Pius feels that his people
have been unheard and forgotten by the general
public and, therefore, it is a good opportunity to
explain his ethnic origin and their current struggles.

Pius was still a university student when the July
14, 1958 Revolution in Iraq took place. He dwells on
some gruesome events, chaos, confusion and blood-
shed all over the capitol. Due to the potentially
explosive state of affairs Pius decided to leave the
country. After completing his undergraduate work
in English in June 1959 from the University of
Baghdad, he applied and was accepted at the Uni-
- versity of Portland, Oregon, in the English Litera-
turegraduate programin January 1960. He received
his M.A. degree and went on to teach English for
many years at Miles Community College in Miles
City, Montana.

In the chapter of Inter-Cultural Marriage, Pius
discusses the ingredients of a successful marriage
and states that more is required of those from two
different cultures when customs, language, and
values cannot be ignored.

The book also carries recipes from the Middle
East including Baklava, that Agatha Christie en-
joyed. Basil and Babs have been married for twenty-
nine years, and have five children and a grand-
daughter. Basil expresses his special thanks to his
hospitable wife who has faith in him; and to his
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children who are never hesitant to identify them-
selves as Assyrians. They continue to enjoy “The
Big Sky Country’ of Miles City “for its fresh air,
hospitable people and peace of mind.”

Editor’s Note:

1. The Editor has known Basil since he was a toddler.
Also the Editor and his family attended Basil and
Babs’ (Beatrice) wedding in Oakland.

2. Mallowan and Agatha Chyistie were married in
1930, and she accompanied him on numerous
excavations. During these Mesopotamian journeys
she plotted several of her masterpieces of detection,
such as The Orient Express and Murder in Meso-
potamia. Often she sevved as an expedition’s offi-
cial photographer, and she plaved a divect role in
the expedition’s work. Mallowan was one of the
great Assyrian archaeologists. In his Nimyod and
Its Remains, 2 vols., Mallowan dedicates it to his
wife who shared with him the joys and trials of
excavating Nimvod, one of the Assyrian capitols
built in 879 B.C. by Ashurnasirpal. Originally it
was a small village settlement. When the capitol
was completed the Assyrian King dined and wined
69,574 guests for ten days. The guests included the
entirve population of the town as well as foreign
ambassadors. Among items on the menu were
meat, poultry, fish, eggs, fruit and succulent spices,
including the roasted barley cakes which ave still
served in the district today. Mallowan states that
the Assyrian word gubibate is the same as the mod-
ern kubbeh.

To order this book, write to:

Paragon Press
8 North 7th Street
Miles City, MT 59301
Tel. and Fax (406) 232-5073

Single copy — paperback (Tllus.) $8.00+$1.50S & H
24 copies or more, $4.00+ S & H




New Business Update: Blandina’s

by Mary Novotny

Editor and Publisher of In and Around Magazine
The Greater North Bay — May 1994

My taste buds are reeling! I stopped in to check on
Blandina and her brother, Elliott, of Blandina’s Deli
and Market, Benicia’s latest culinary neighbor, and
I am beside myself. [ was fortunate to experience a
taste of the Mediterranean, a pre-grand opening
treat.

The espresso machine was steaming, Blandina
was busy in the kitchen stuffing cabbage leaves,
peppers and zucchini. Elliott, looking a little less
than frazzled, is trying to catch his breath before
the rush of opening day. In between breaths, they
are putting the finishing touches on what, I'm
happy to report, will be a wonderful experience for
Benicia residents, residents of the neighboring
communities, and anyone looking for a great meal.

Several months ago, Blandina Dutra started
work on a long thought out dream. A professional
life of accounting work couldn’t keep her out of the
kitchen. Rave reviews at the end of delectable meals
cooked at her home for friends and family drew
Blandina into the catering business. Preparations
for the large events became too much to handle in
her residential kitchen. A restaurant with profes-
sional equipment was what she needed to do the
work right. Then there was the issue of ingredients
for the unique dishes, hence the deli and market. To
the best of my knowledge, Blandina is the first to
offer hard to find, affordable Mediterranean deli
items in the Solano County area.

Hard work, as most of you know, pays off. Three
weeks ago, the interior of the restaurant was bare.
Today, the walls are colored adobe brick, cafe tables
are waiting for you to sit and enjoy the warm
atmosphere. Shelves are lined with pickled vege-
tables, fresh pita breads, pastas, teas, imported vin-
egars, Kalamata olives, dried herbs and spices,
spreads, and Lawvash (a tortilla-like bread ideal for
rolled sandwiches and appetizers), just to name a
few. You have to see it to believe it!

The deli case is filled with freshly prepared
entrees including Elliott’s speciaity, fresh, and I
mean fresh, Gyros. Decadent confections for dessert
are offered from Jeanette’s Confections of Napa, and
fresh breads daily from Sciambra, also of Napa.

The paper has come off the windows. Blandina
and Elliott and their staff will be ready to serve you.
Menu items are unique, however, not intimidating
by any means. Today I sampled Aummus, a blend of
garbanzo beans, garlic, and spices, sprinkled with
olive oil and paprika, spread like a dip on pocket
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bread. This is a great appetizer. Also prepared and
served the same way, a paste of baked and peeled
eggplant blended with garlic, sesame sauce and
lemon. Yum yum!

Other menu items include such delights as Blan-
dina’s stuffed grape leaves, a recipe of her mother’s.
Fualafel, which is a vegetarian dish of chick peas and
broad beans mixed with Middle Eastern spices, and
Kafta Kabob Pita. Elliott describes this dish as
minced beef, onions and parsley stuffed in pita
bread with hummus spread, chopped salad and
Tahini sauce. Some of these are on my long list of
favorites and I'm confident that Blandina won’t
disappoint me!

I am happy to announce that Blandina is also
offering an extensive list of vegetarian dishes. 1
suggest Tabouleh, a minced parsley, onion, crushed
wheat, tomato and lemon salad with a minty under-
tone. The best part is that all of the food served at
Blandina's is very low in calories, prepared with
very little fat, save for a dribble of olive cil here and
there. If you prefer to have your meals prepared fat
free, thisis not a problem. Blandina has assured me
that my wish will be granted. No fat and not an
ounce of flavor sacrificed to the calorie Gods, just let
Blandina know that you want a non-fat meal!

The first day of business was Wednesday, April
20. Blandina and Elliott plan to open from 7:00 a.m.
to 7:00 p.m. Sidewalk dining is available and back
patio dining i1s in the works. If you can’t stay long
enough to sit and enjoy yourself, call Blandina’s for
take-out orders.

I'm sure that by the time this publication hits the
streets everyone in the neighborhood will have
experienced the sensory pleasures I've experienced
today . . . and you'll all be back for more. I know I
will! Congratulations to Blandina and Elliott on a
successful start. We, at the In and Around Maga-
zine, wish you the very best. Good luck to you!

Editor’s Note:

1. Mary Novotny granted me permission to print this
article when I met her at Blandina’s Deli and
Market.

2. Blandina and Elliott (Easha) are Assyrians, and
children of the late Avimalk Yonan Abraham and
Nageeba of London, England. Avimalk was the
former President of the RAF Emplovees Club of
Habbaniva, Iraq, and the Assyrian Society of
Great Britain.
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ROMEL AND MADLAINE
MORADKHAN OF FRANCE

On page 11 of the last 1ssue of Nineveh we had a
write-up about Romel and Madlaine expressing our
congratulations to them in getting their Ph.D.’s in
Computer Science. We would like to add that they
got their Ph.D.’s with honors, and they accredit this
to Mrs. Arsweek Davis, Madlaine’s mother, whose
financial assistance made it possible for them to
concentrate all their efforts on their studies.

The following is a note of thanks and apprecia-
tion they submitted:

APPRECIATION

We would like to express our deepest gratitude to
our mother, Mrs. Arsweek Davis (nee Moradkhan),
for having made it possible for us to live and study
in Paris, by undertaking all our expenses for more
than seven years. She did so at the cost of her own
health, well-being and comfort. Such devotion and
self-sacrifice is not common among modern par-
ents. Thanks to her support, we were able to obtain
our Ph.D.’s in Computer Science from the Univer-
sity of Paris in March 1993. We can hardly find the
right words to express our feelings. All we can think
of saying is: “Thank you, Mom!”

Romel and Madlaine Moradkhan

Editor’s Note:

Mrs. Arsweek Davis is the widow of the late
Raabi Youel (Aghassi} Davis of Gawilan, Urmia,
Iran, and the sister of Mrs. Vartoohi Babayan (Los
Angeles, CA), Mr. Johney Moradkhan (Urmia, Iran),
Dr. Emanuel Ramsin (Tehran, Iran), Dr. Ashur
Moradkhan (San Jose, CA) and Dr. Arian Ishaya
{San Jose, CA). Arsweek has two daughters, Lor-
raine and Madlaine. Lorraine, who is an architect,
1s married to Dr. Shmuel Sarmicanic. They have a
daughter (Ramina) and a son (Nahira), and live in
Tehran.
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Chicago Tribune, Sunday, December 5, 1993

Mesopotamian “ID Cards” Give
Glimpse of World 4,500 Years Ago

BAGHDAD — Cylindrical seals that served an-
cient Mesopotamians much like modern-day iden-
tity cards are giving experts a peek at daily life 2,500
years before Christ.

“They are our only objects that are alive with
people, giving us an inkling of their occupations,”
archeologist Lamia Gailani said of the stone seals
engraved with pictures, writing or special signs.

Archeologists say the seals, whose designs in-
clude friezes of animals and plants as well as scenes
drawn from daily life or mythology, are among the
most prized treasures of the Irag Museum in
Baghdad.

Gailani said the seals, used in the ancient world
as signatures or title deeds, were invented in Meso-
potamia, the area between the Tigris and Euph-
rates Rivers where the earliest evidence of organ-
ized agricultural society has been unearthed.

“Eighty-five percent of all seals in the world were
made here,” she added.

Fifty-one seals, some made of semiprecious stone,
were found at Tell Suleimeh during excavations
before it was submerged by the Hamrin Dam in the
mid-1980s.

Varying in length from 1 to 3 inches, experts say
the seals show remarkable craftsmanship but their
value extends far beyond artistic merit.

“Suleimeh seals depict for us earliest scenes of
agricultural activity in those very ancient days,”
Gailani said.

Some are engraved with animals plowing fields,
farmers harvesting crops or priests engaged in
mysterious ceremonies.

One of them shows two animals dragging a plow
while a person pushes it. A second person is plant-
ing seeds, a third holds an animal and a fourth rides
one of the beasts.

“Tt is,” said Gailani, “the earliest example of
animal riding in the land of twin rivers [Mesopo-
tamial.”

Almost every person of consequence in the Meso-
potamia of more than 4,000 years ago had his indi-
vidual seal.

Archeologists who have looked at tens of thou-
sands of seals say no two are identical.

Most of the seals are cylindrical and would be
rolled on mud or clay jars before they were fired.

The seal left an impression on the baked jars,
serving as the trademark for the person who had
filled the vessel with wine, wheat, barley, dates or
even minerals.

Submitted by Eshaya H. Isaac, Skokie, IL



DISCOVERY OF ANCIENT RELIC
AT HOMS

ST. MARY’S GIRDLE

(A report from Mr. Bishara Sarkissian)
IRAQ PETROLEUM, Vol. 3, No. 4, November 1953

Considerable interest has been aroused by the
recent discovery of St. Mary’s girdle beneath the
main altar of the Assyrian Church of St. Mary’s at
Homs.

The ancient relic was discovered in a jar, with a
faded parchment scroll, after a clue to its existence
had been found under the cover of an old book.

The girdle was unearthed in a remarkably fine
state of preservation, but the parchment was so
badly decayed that it was impossible to unroll and
read it. It has now been sent for examination by
experts of the Syrian Department of Antiquities in
the hope that the script might be made legible.

News of the discovery comes to us from Mr.
Bishara Sarkissian (S.M.M.T.’s Office, Homs}, who
was privileged to discuss the matter with His Beati-
tude, the Assyrian Patriarch.

His Beatitude was examining some old books
(writes our correspondent) when he came across a
piece of paper describing how the girdle had been
hidden when the church was renovated in 1852.

Excavations began immediately and when the
stone structure of the altar had been uncovered toa
depth of ten inches, a hewn stone mortar, covered
by a slab inscribed in the Assyrian language, was
located in a crevice. The inscription revealed that
the church was originally built in A.D. 59 and
rebuilt or renovated on several occasions after-
wards. A corroded copper lid was discovered be-
neath the slab and when this had been removed a
crumbling old jar was found in the hollow of the
mortar.

The jar fell to pieces when it was taken out and
St. Mary’s girdle was revealed.

The girdle is believed to have been taken to India
on a missionary voyage by St. Thomas who received
it at the Assumption of St. Mary. According to
legend, it was buried with him in India, but was
later sent, with other relics, to Asia Minor where it
was hidden in the Church of Ruha (Urfa, Edessa).

During civil persecutions and religious wars, the
girdle was taken to Homs and concealed in the
Assyrian Church where it has now been found.

Submitted by Kasper “K’’ Saffer, Worcester, MA

44

SAN JOSE “ATOUR” ASSOCIATION
PURCHASES HOME

The Assyrian American Association of San Jose
(“Atour”) announced the purchase of a home
(BETA)on 2% acres of land at 20000 Almaden Road,
San Jose, California. In February 1994, the offices of
the Association were moved to the new location. All
the activities of the Association — classes, commit-
tee meetings, board meetings, etc. — will be held at
the new BETA. The telephone numbers are (408)
9279100 (office) and (408) 927-8100 (answering
machine).

The Association recently announced the forma-
tion of an Art Committee whose activities will
include Assyrian folklore, dance, costumes, draw-
ing and painting, drama, music and sculpture. Mr.
Jan Toma is the chairperson of the Art Committee.
One of its activities will be the creation and organi-
zation of an “Assyrian Choir for San Jose” under
the direction of the talented musician and conduc-
tor, Rabi Nebu Issabay.
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IN MEMORIAM

Mirza George Zakaria

Some 350 people attended a mass followed by a
luncheon on Sunday, March 6, 1994 at Saint Thom-
as Assyrian Catholic Parish in Turlock, California,
in memory of Mirza George Zakaria, who died of
cancer in Sydney, Australia, on March 1. His eldest
daughter, Joan, with her husband, John Benjamin,
made the memorial offerings, and his eldest grad-
daughter, Jennifer Benjamin, read out a brief sketch
of his life.

Mirza was the eldest of eight children of the late
Asyat and Gewargis (“Geevu’’) Skharia. Surviving
him now in Baghdad are his brothers Iskhaq,
Baaba, Orahim, Youil, and Benyamin, and a num-
ber of nephews and nieces. His younger, unmarried
only sister, Almas, preceded him in death by four
months, also of cancer, in Baghdad, and their
youngest brother, Johnny, was lost in action in the
[raqg-Iran War of the 1980s.

Mirza is also survived by his own family: wife
Avigil (from Hamadan) whom he married in 1946,
and sons John, Johnson and James Zakaria, of Syd-
ney, and granddaughter Betty Zakaria, of Mel-
bourne; and by daughter Joan Benjamin and her
three children of Turlock.

Mirza was born in Gailani Camp in Baghdad,
where he also grew up to adulthood and received his
early education at the Assyrian Evangelical Church
Schools of gaaska Elisha Oshana and Quaasha
Khando Yonan during the 1930s. He later expanded
his education through correspondence courses from
England, receiving a diploma in Accountancy.

Mirza worked for the British Army in Baghdad
during the 1940s and then joined the Khanaquin Oil
Company. In 1954, however, he left the company
and returned to Baghdad. There he worked for a
local firm, Siemon Gharibian & Company, as chief
accountant until 1968, when he relocated to Iran
with his family. In Teheran, he was employed by
Page Telecommunications Company for four years,
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and 1n 1972 he and his family moved again, this
time immigrating to Sydney, Australia, where he
worked and lived with his family until his death.

In his youth, Mirza was an active sportsman. He
was one of the earliest teenaged soccer players of
Gailani Camp. Fraidoun Abraham Is’hak, a veteran
Assyrian sportsman, was one of Mirza's earliest
classmates and teammates during 1934-37.

“We called our team ‘The Tigers’”’ — reminisced
on the phone from Calgary, Canada, the 72-year-old
Fraidoun — “and played against the Armenian and
other local youth teams of our area. We also went
down to Hinaidi to play against Assyrian junior
teams in Kota Camp and Levy Lines.”

“Among our soccer teammates were William
Samson (the late Ammo Samson’s eldest brother),
Avshalim Roovil (now in Baghdad), Babajan Yonan
(the watchmaker in Turlock), William Darmo, and
William Peelo,” recalled Fraidoun. “And some of
our classmates were Shimshon Kasso, Yosip Essa,
Polous Rehana David, and the former tennis cham-
pion, Eramya Eshaya, all deceased!”

Mirza also played soccer in the early forties for
the Assyrian Sports Team of Gailani Camp, a fore-
runner of the current Assyrian Sports Club of
Baghdad.

But the fondest memories about Mirza are that he
was a dedicated and loving husband and father, a
good family provider, and a pleasant company to be
with. Always chatty and cheerful, Mirza had a
glowing ruddy complexion radiating health, humor
and laughter!

— by Mikhael K. Pius

George Ewan Farhad

George Farhad, son of Ewan Farhad of Karajaloo
and Shulamet Salmasly of Salamas, passed away
on April 6,1994, at the age of 51, in Houston, Texas
while on a business trip. He was born on December
21,1943 in Habbanivya, Iraq and attended the R.A.F.
Union School during his formative years. When the
family moved to Baghdad, George studied at and



graduated from the University of Baghdad as an
Electrical Engineer. He then worked as a computer
programmer for the Baghdad Utility Company
until 1973 when he left for London, England to
continue his education.

While still in London in 1974 he met and married
Nahrein David, daughter of Abraham and Anna
David, and soon thereafter emigrated to the U.S.
and settled in San Francisco. For the next three
years George worked as a programmer for various
companies including Loomis Armored Car.

In 1977 he founded Mark Information Systems,
Inc. in Burlingame, CA. He worked very hard at this
business venture developing computer program
systems for various industries. At the helm of this
enterprise and with a creative capacity George
transformed it into a very successful business
employing many personnel. His able wife, Nahrein,
took charge of the management of the office. During
this time George also attended evening classes at
San Jose State University to get his Masters degree
in Computer Science.

George is survived by his wife, Nahrein; their
son, Mark; two sisters: Janet and Adlin; and four
brothers: Yosip, Benjamin, Edmond and Edwin, of
Dora, Iraq. His family loved him with deepest devo-
tion and respect and he will be remembered by
relatives and friends for his pleasant and cheerful
nature. He will also be missed by many business
associates who communicated with the company
on a daily basis, and co-workers in the office to
"~ whom he was an inspiration.

The funeral service was held on April 9, 1944 in
San Francisco and officiated by Archdeacon Nenos
Michael and Rev. Samuel Dinkha of the Assyrian
Church of the East.
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AN OLYMPIC DREAM

While the entive world has its sights set on the
World Soccer Cup to be held this summer in the Uni-
ted States, the Assyrian communily is looking for-
ward with anticipation to its own special event in July,
namely ““The Assyrian Olympics.”

Yes, for the first time ever in the Uniled Stales or
anywhere else, for that matter, the Assyrians of Chi-
cago are organizing this special event, hosted by the
Assyrian Athletic Club, to be held from June 30th
through July 4th, 1994. Assyrian Athletes from all
over the world as well as the United States have been
invited to participate. The games played are the typical
Summer Olympic Games that include Baskelball,
Boxing, Soccer, Swimming, Table Tennis, Tennis,
Track & Field, Volleyball, Weightlifting and Wres-
ting. Sports facilities and accommodations have been
reserved and much planning is underway to ensure
ouy guests feel welcome upon arrival and depart with
lasting memories.

We are hopeful that this international competition
among Assyrian youth will create opportunities for
them to develop and improve thetr level of athletic
ability, strive for excellence and increase unily and
harmony among them. Furthermore, by providing an
envivonment of competition, friendship and fellow-
ship, we strive to ignite a dream in the hearts and
minds of every Assyrian athlete to some day partici-
pate in the World Olympics.

Needless to say, a project of this magnitude takes
effort and orgamization. Towards this end, the ovgan-
1zing committee is working diligently to ensure that
everything flows smoothly. Of our Assyrian commun-
ity, we ask for their participation and support to make
this dream a realily.

Vivian Michael

Assyrian Olympic Organization

P.O. Box 4224, Des Plaines, IL 60016, U.S.A.
Tel. (708) 677-0623 FAX (708) 677-4515
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ASSYRIAN AID SOCIETY of AMERICA
San Jose Chapter
DEDICATED TO HELFP ASSYRIANS IN NEED
IN OUR HOMELAND
ASSYRIAN MEDICAL ASSISTANCE PROJECT (A.M.A.P.)

Please make your checks payable {o:

Assyrian Aid Society of America, San Jose Chapter, 4718 Meridian Avenue, NO. 164,
San Jose, CA 95118
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QANDIL

Project
St
Stockholm 6 April, 1994 2. Goods delivered in Duhuk. _ .
Assyrian Aid Society It arrived well before schedule in Mersin. As this
Attn: Alexander Malik was just a few days before Newruz and Election
time in Turkey we decided to keep it there until
Re: Shipment of Medicines and misc. the situation had eased up. I am expecting a
1. Sorry about late reply. Have been very busy with report from our coordlna.tor short.ly. .
policy matters and a sudden deterioration of the 3. Had a number of rewarding meetings with your
security situation in North Iraq affecting our people in North Irag, both in Duhuk and in Erbil.
operations. Two Swedes (one photographer part- I will get back to that in some detail in a few days’
ly working for us escaped a car-bomb with some time.

wounds. A German journalist known to us all
and her Pesh Merga were shot dead in Sulayma-
nivah last Saturday. Handicap International
closed after a bomb exploded in their office.

Kind regards.
Per Allan Olsson

73



rh ﬂﬁ:l-\- .zmmm:; L‘I:.u.l l;s.e:ml_-la M LnaoM. L a\-\ nm::.&
Ll :l3a A3 L..:A.soozo :_;_;z ...M:b.s.o.h& mo nsm ;u.n Laak
Mea z.m.m.\ ihaitrel  idm ms.-n:mm .Mam 2.::::» @x n.ms'
TERTIYN o . :uloml i.aa..am. Y‘? .......q...a\aa.:o J.usosan ..A.l.'n: LAMZ:
3 m.-..::u.m ammu: l&o..&rn: pecied 3.:! L'l.: :la i.:m :DMO ‘m:oh

1Azl dhmada ol L3l 2.:'30:: ZASJ. 369 @a bﬂ
ml.\m: 2.:.;.1.\ :.M:wuoo m&: M ..L_-m_'l J.uaa

zm&_ q&‘_a i..ua.uo:n Mo:u.:cn:o CEYY —&:: 30

2-.61 ‘ o:m _..-l: ._..:un m&m ¢_|.pa.. oo “.\:ID!-:I
J.ba.‘.’t i.u...bu ‘amau .ma.s,s ol ‘Q.\.b a:unn.h
J.:.uoz A J.\.n.-l:nuz ‘ i..u.toz 'pm:n. ‘;\...Lm

74



EICTICIRLCICRR PN FIC IS IR W SRR IR EAN

oo L83 LNoyp zm: z_.:om

Madden fazey, 2y

LS a3 3.:\.3.».\ 1994 .1,::_-1 15 z.::.-u\.\m e ;:a\oa 509 8 M.m:
;Mo ;....gom Lb:n z.xoo: J.n&.& ":A. L.aom J.n.muo z....m.: ZM::MU
Mes 468 . 1es i.m.a.:m: 2..101 oo am ol 1303 013:-1'- i-uq: J.M.nl\
a..:om Lo ...oq...muo ;Amla (u.-mz) Lmo ;.u.so:a: am.-m z.:\...sm
...-l.-: w0 qmm 000k a.:..:m LM.»&,. 2.c|i.: °-\.. ,\...:nau M: :...-1:*::
..mn.\,ﬁ ._..M. @.b ::uball 3....02. cz....:m&l: h-..::ma 2.:.\:.5..: Lﬁo.lmﬂl;aaob
2.3._'!::.:1. 3.&.::..;9 J.u.:oz -m::n. zu...ao ..s....:m Ll ioaoda (Bam.>en
Lan.n.b L.:lor.\m J..n..nh: J.A:ﬁ.a le 2-&-!: ..’A..lm 2..1‘...1.: 3..:.8.102. M
.la.».\:o...\ Laal, Reporter u::.u.'n 36M1p mns:\u; J..l::.\,a\ ‘ J-LM .\_:cA_
un...‘u -~ A.naal ;Mo ‘q...:...s Load LA\M A..L..:: .\..:...aa ;:.u..ao
..\:.- M.._u Z.Mo m.\ ;u..a bl (J.a...:q 3 ;:u.s.

M;\: zaoms m.& B0 -6 uu 1043 zma z.:::&a .\...:m z:u...n
(;.:m.z) ;um ;.u.soaaa ;m:..: 3.-:....:.:: _..a;....m.m o.\ a.:.aa;a LM
) Q_..a p:-ﬂu 3.:15 r..:eu AT 3..::4_1: L.:uM. s ....ﬂ...L\:uo mmla
a.n.q, W e zm: ;.me.: L1853 zu.n.\ FACICY a.:h: mz 36. 000
J.um (5): Luc...: ;mm.: (L:nba) i.omo Z..ub:n Kits uo:ub J.umn
o Ldan qamo 0940 _.:.-4 230 mma bl J.A.::mm mb_.s
;....nf; 1Aswa PROJECT ;mmz 3_::.-.::: ‘@Q am.-.sz Lol jaals
1&...\....:& Z.Amu wooed ._-la.u.b an m:o.u "J.g -1 d...:oM. J.u..douo
uom z.:.a... a.u ;.a.-.....uz.: z.u.ma: J.A.u.'ue MAP International (.sun):
100 ‘L.aao& J.:oa i ‘:u.‘mq.‘h &::uo .m&\ .\:n. FsSpa0 .\oall:_ns Kits
pocond Ll:la)o ..:.s..\,: (.\...:sal) J.A...:: _\s. ;.l.t.\,m .\oql.'h.& L.a:o&
J...mZo L.saM Z..J,::loa...: 3.\.0.: a_mm: J..dcbo ‘r'”‘-' L\.-.:l: J..n::A.'l
3.10&\: 2..:0&\2.

oo S0 zm eu.u, EXO TITE I o3 a.h; 034m ....1.: 550 m\m
;.{..Q Saa8 LMD Seloax i..u..':.u -;:.\ q&\m - zm &A\:
z:.\, .saaialan l.otu .\uun us..uoo .\udaa: z.am. " nnblo .....q..a.uo.\l
a...M.::o s(.nDOI.‘I Ma z...-la.\:a i.ﬂ.p..ib 3....:0:«1 u:l.\o&\.. ma.:u 'nl.u.'.!:

75



mwu} maa.ma &Ad,n:ub s .&Sz: (a.:wm) J.m.\ ...m oo 30y . 3. 0
.\s. e z.;.s H_moz 2.»03 160 . i za»..‘:o,_.: J_'m.'r.o & ‘;e.n @z
Haohl lhohu J.Mm..!o ;Anﬁ,om ‘ i.u.n&\a: Moa.d.t z.l.r. Luopuu J.:l&.\

‘... 2.:.\: Lameﬁ..z.sma J.\a.\eo...:.p.n:..uﬁ.\h 3-.!5.
...p.\.a.. u.uoso &0 0L .....a.:: i.Ml-Il LN mn..p.: a.\z Z.s’.\u:q.:u.
.\ooﬂ Aalp —aao Aod 2..'.\9....\3“9.:

v ttd
) e
1| b

LAAIEL AL Ana A8

109l M LIamano a.s...-l.\v 000t w0t :A&h Sog 93 ';uS :_-lm anla z.lz
LCEN .:.9:“ qu J. P o0 L..&o:a& L&.A.abn ‘..m ~ 0 1soxd 3..1..;.1
C ' . iedad ailp

hnxa R 1.3 ....u.z LY ‘wanaly :..nm.a z..u&\ 1001 o l&\aaﬂ: w35
ST a:...:.\so u.\.'.ho ..A;...z ) =3 a.\z s?—lﬁhl Z.A.ml = Z.An.uool tals

‘.n o&. z.:a...z i.&\n.'nl al aala Q.,.L :m 2.&\:.».‘&: J.&\n.uool ant N umcn
=3 J.;a;m a3 .’ua...b.o rn..h of awlz.ds iies iims a3 2y J—aom
a0 thannod zc\on:u. Laamd n30X ino@] Az 2aasny, z.b...:u'. z.eu.n z.l.'l.».'n
. \Mol 'A. J.mhu

Lot - ...':a ¢ q:lm oo 6 l:u:l.-..b 0 ;w N u.s..\,: 3.&:.»1 2.015.. z:l.m
1 .\MDJ.: u\...s,m a.m 013 Loo za...m ....mman:.s.aa ;m&.p
o LA za..-m

76



idont 19k
J_m.»:. l;o.:ola 1;2.5 o& J.So.:: oA nxs

oA .16 Lu:o:,ao3wc.\=_~:a:uzwzﬁ.\:oammu
3_1:&\0.. :.uo o :.». ) Ln.: A éamd z.am.w :u. Hada loom Liad 64 ;.m.a

LAnaL\:a TIPSR :.u..a J.asoz.n iais . " iasool o e zma
A3 J.M:Iﬂ J.cn.\_ ] ....qod_a uu:ﬂ: a.aM n&_ uum a». i.uo;n: _:m A3
m&.u J-i-uS J_-lm 1012.: ..u.n.. un..nk:uo lmaoa\l z.‘m.‘....\.: zmg.nm 3.:..5
:.u L.aaun 3.':&\."; ok.a ..n.o.. z.q.u e'.l..,. .\a..l o.\_ ',un..alo Lu....g:lo u.r..'l.\,
A0mB0AL ﬂ:.\A.a z.u:m Y
z_\n.\ ol &Ma\m el .M.S
o - 5.\.'.3; ‘..Ma J.uéns: 2.91::0
.\...'l&\:l ;m:.w J.MS

J....:A.‘; ;ql: J.AoM ,\..d\aﬁ. nl)
S a_..ns 3 m;u e Lot
* | a._...\... H.‘Aa 18oALS z.:..m
\/ \ LMm E 1012. cx u:_»
\\ oes 1 A 2 et
\ L...anhl —is e he}:uo uo
- J.An.u...ﬂ.bo u\on!: 3.::.». .J:.h
_— ' i_\.u.n ol 000t Aualp :.A\:.t..:.'n
a.é.\.n.sm al. uu_..s mu..ma
:A...\.bmo

/o —-ngh 22 J.:m.\_ =% a3 ?-M
(L z.:....-:... Nool ....u o q&.uq..
ﬁ' a_..s r*"\ a.:z un.. ey
.thla ;&.\ ‘.u.\ 3_.:... 2.&...50.\,.1 ‘_.A\aa.n zhmu
I30G% 100 . IARAAS L id 0 lia 13080 RD LaRad Amo  B0a 13w
AN 3.:...5: z.l.': ...:..'n.ua z...uln i.r..\.u. a.u».\ns :um m&.. amu.\, Z-»..-IMDZ
o ln-ﬂﬂ s iad go 13wl suM 188 a-\ un-n-\mo Slad
...:m L Az an: :.\mo J.m.w ieden J.am z_-m..a z.:z.; uu.,.:m :.m,.-l
e dd JA!&.-I m.-:oho J...\.\.né,al A .53:. - ;am J.A.-um -\\:M e

77



¢ ot :u.\a oo ol Jao:: “ilaaa’ zw: L8 a0 dnb 3....&!.«: iorls
S O ‘éb; J.M:_l &:Ao ‘67445 i..aoM.a LMM:; H.\.l.: _'r.a
;oﬁz Lae o G ul\,: .\...:M: i-n:om. .p.ul.éaa (1308 hu)M
..\..ﬂ.la J.Am.&o Hoan owda !.19 3.-:04.\1. ....olo:u.i.a ey ...1:5 :.\,.la
].a:o 4...1..301 ;.uas; Jré.o.\,.n.uoa i.:.:m w0 .oaﬁ.ﬂa&o s...-.mA J....i..,. L\S.uo
Lol AICD Lp&huo J.-H.A,)nﬂ ,.".\o {.N.L\u -nuhéa -\.-'.l adxo LTom

. z..:nM. MOI -u: LisAan o ...-.5.‘3 i.mo i..':..uo ‘ 3_13 n.n..-lo ¢ 13als
boos ;u.\ag P OTIN 1as.m

* ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥FE ¥ EF ¥ ECE

’y 4, ‘r

L—AOQ u_.\-‘lﬂ.n

RECT CHEE TP

3..\:.-.: ::& 3.3 lsd ...quu:& : R_nan _...q.Aa @Lﬁ ai08 ot i
3.:: ¢ J_..__v.....s _.nohn:l .\J.: : J.M:u'.' sl J.‘il.d _A:h -H-::-': A
2.:!03,: 3.::! 5.\. ou*: oﬁ oady J.:a.t.g nM nuﬂ _»..»At\a .u:l.'l'. 15
J.u.».la i.\.t,n ...qd: rb .\:z 2_\ : 2__|o==o 3.&::3 ._"Au 5 J._'Aﬂ
.am Bel, wogen e.\ao z.m t bAwon b Aud m& -—qmaﬁ
.4.‘!.:.&: l...hdg ...m:mz d\ i.u_"l : J_..'AS J..h.ng 1 ~5.04 ad G
;.\o.-mo :Jnm —no[o:mz.& ml J.oala : z.An:L-..: 7::...:2. 2_....: o z_us
i.n.':a 1oy Max &am: &A&:M : a_'pa: z.l... a_\,.,..-u z.aau 43 im0
.J.n& zan o J.n..::id qL. i.u.é.:n : 2.=|=|.|.\. JM: L..b:: A._nuuo
i.:e.&;o L:A 0 A.q:lo Arm C I J.M.\,o LM: p—0 ao:l.:ro 2.:.;..\, r"
J_.A.s.gu_-.é _u.-le;.. A 3.:9: : | -\09 ad Goh ...uqugm
:.a...: a3 A 1508 iacam3 ¢ Jhoue MAJ00l Jamp Libbes ok sl

¥ ok  x % X L

78



FROM TO:

ASSYRIAN FOUNDATION OF AMERICA
P.O. Box 2620
Berkeley, CA 94702

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Berkeley, CA
Permit No. 552

A2 LA AP '"".\..‘L“') el &d > adr edr el a2 ede cde chkr e fo s qn chp R o edp edn o A ,?: d < edp
EEREEDERL LRSS LR E LR R LR R LR
T 2Y% o T « \vw_\»\‘awv'-d\'wMu)v‘ v SR LW oo T oTw T IY 0 ST 4T% 2T oS " R4 B

1

If you destroy a people’s
nationhood, it will know
no other thought but its
reconguest, It will listen
to no modemiser. hear of
no philosopher, lend an
ear to no preacher as
long as its national

demand is not answered. , s

No problem — not even Y /

the most vital — will win i /

its aftention except the S, /
matter of its unity and S g
national liberation, S

—Q@eorge Bernard Shaw
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