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Common Christological Declaration between
the Roman Catholic Church and
the Assyrian Church of the East

Synopsis of the Agreement and Notations

The succeeding pages contain texts of the
“Common Christological Declaration’’ between
Pope John Paul II of the Roman Catholic Church
and Mar Dinkha IV, Patriarch of the Assyrian
Church of the East, as well as their talks held at the
Vatican on November 11, 1994.

This agreement brings to an end the 1500 years of
theological “misunderstanding” between the two
Churches. The schism with the Catholic Church
dates from 431 A.D. when the Council of Ephesus
condemned the teaching of Nestorius, Patriarch of
Constantinople (428 A.D.) who defended the integ-
rity of Christ’s humanity, stating that the Virgin
Mary is the “Mother of Jesus Christ” and not the
“Mother of God” (the concept of Mary as theotokos)
as the Catholic Church believes. He was also
accused of asserting that there were two persons —
adivine and a human — in Christ, in contrast to his
opponent Cyril (376-444) of Alexandria, who said
there was only one — divine. The Assyrian Church
by rejecting the judgment of the Council of Ephesus
was erroneously labeled “Nestorian’’ by the Cathol-
ics in the West. The Assyrian Church held doc-
trines similar to those of Nestorius — not those he
was charged with holding — long before he ap-
peared on the scene. In fact, Theodore of Mopsues-
tia (350-428) was the original father of “Nestorian”
teachings. Nestorius was his pupil.

The Assyrian Church in Persia had no direct
contact with the raging western ecclesiastical
clashes, as it was protected by the Persian border.
During the years 420-457 A.D. the Assyrian Church
was preoccupied with its own problems of survival
under the Zoroastrian persecution of Yazdegerd I,
Varahran V, and Yazdegerd II, than with the doc-
trinal disputes of Western theologians. It was grad-
ually drawn into the controversy because of 1its
historic attachment to Edessa as its mother Church.
At that time Edessa was under Roman control.

Power and politics was the motivation of Cyril
who sought to depose Nestorius from power. Syn-
ods both in Alexandria and Rome felt that Nestorius
was positioning himself as a doctrinal leader of the
whole Church by challenging the concept of Mary
as theotokos. For this and other reasons Cyril was
used by Rome to remove Nestorius without reveal-
ing that its own Christology was consistent with
that of Nestorius.

The Common Christological Declaration bypass-
es the illegal Council of Ephesus and reaches an
agreement based on the Creed of the Council of
Chalcedon (451 A.D.) which declared: “Christ has
two natures.” Thus the November 11th Declara-
tion states that “Our Lord Jesus Christ is true God
and true Man . . . His divinity and humanity are
united in one person, without confusion or change,
without division or separation.”

The Pope paid tribute to the Assyrian Christians
who “were scattered, persecuted and massacred
down through the centuries for professing the
name of Christ.” The Vatican has undertaken to
use 1ts influence with governments to assist mem-
bers of the Assyrian Church in the Middle East who
are suffering persecution, and to try to enable refu-
gees to return to their homes. The Pope said “that
the Holy See will employ the means at its disposal,”
especially diplomatic contacts, to help ease the suf-
fering. It has also agreed to cooperate with the
Assyrian Church in the training of priests.

“Today the time has come to bring down the
walls which have separated us and kept us apart for
fifteen centuries,” Patriarch Mar Dinkha IV of the
Assyrian Church said. “Today, the door of oppor-
tunity is open and we are bidden to enter and labour
together toward the noble goal of unity in the
Church, the unity for which our Lord Jesus Christ
so fervently prayed,” . . .



From L’osservatore Romano — Citta Del Vaticano — Sabato 12 Novembre 1994

ope aul an Mar Dinkha I Vszgn the agreement. Standing behind Mayr Dinkha, left to vight ave:
Bishop Mar Meelis Zaia, Bishop Mar Bawai Sovo and Bishop Mar Narsai De Baz.

Sua Santita Giovanni Paolo IT e Sua
Santita Mar Dinkha [V, Patriarca dellg
Chiesa assira dell’Oriente, hanno firma-
to, nella mattina di venerdi 11 novem-
bre, una Dichiarazione cristologica co-
mune.

Questo il testo:

Common Christological
Declaration
between the Catholic Church
and the Assyrian Church of the East

His Holiness John Paul II; Bishop
of Rome and Pope of the Catholic
Church, and His Holiness Mar
Dinkha IV, Catholicos-Patriarch of
the Assyrian Church of the East, give
thanks to God who has prompted
them to this new brotherly meeting.

Both of them consider this meet-
ing as a basic step on the way to-
wards the full communion to be re-
stored between their Churches. They
can indeed, from now on, proclaim
togethéer before the world their com-
mon faith in the mystery of the In-
carnation.

* % %

As heirs and guardians of the faith
received from the Apostles as formu-
lated by our common Fathers in the
Nicene Creed, we confess one Lovd
Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, be-
gotten of the Father from all eternity
who, in the fullness of time, came
down from heaven and became man

for our salvation. The Word of God,
second Person of the Holy Trinity,
became incarnate by the power of
the Holy Spirit in assuming from the
holy Virgin Mary a body animated by
a rational soul, with which he was in-

dissolubly united from the moment

of his conception.

Therefore our Lord Jesus Christ is
true God and true man, perfect in his
divinity and perfect in his humanity,
consubstantial with the Father and
consubstantial with us in all things
but sin. His divinity and his human-
ity are united in one person, without
confusion or change, without divi-
sion or separation. In him has been
preserved the difference of the na-
tures of divinity and humanity, with
all their properties, faculties and
operations. But far from constituting
“one and another”, the divinity and
humanity are united in the person of
the same and unique Son of God and
Lord Jesus Christ, who is the object
of a single adoration.

Christ therefore is not an “ordin-
ary man” whom God adopted in or-
der to reside in him and inspire him,
as in the righteous ones and the pro-
phets. But the same God the Word,
begotten of his Father before all
worlds without beginning according
to his divinity, was born of a mother
without a father in the last times ac-
cording to his humanity. The hu-
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manity to which the Blessed Virgin
Mary gave birth always was that of

the Son of God himself. That is the

reason why the Assyrian Church of
the East is praying the Virgin Mary
as “the Mother of Christ our God
and Saviour”. In the light of this
same faith the Catholic tradition ad-
dresses the Virgin Mary as “the
Mother of God” and also as “the
Mother of Christ”. We both recog-
nize the legitimacy and rightness of
these expressions of the same faith
and we both respect the preference
of each Church in her liturgical life
and piety.

This is the unique faith that we
profess in the mystery of Christ. The
controversies of the past led to
anathemas, bearing on persons and
on formulas. The Lord’s Spirit per-
mits us to understand better today
that the divisions brought about in
this way were due in large part to
misunderstandings.

Whatever our christological diver-
gences have been, we experience
ourselves united today in the confes-
sion of the same faith in the Son of
God who became man so that we
might become children of God by his
grace. We wish from now on to wit-
ness together to this faith in the One
who is the Way, the Truth and the
Life, proclaiming it in appropriate
ways to our contemporaries, so that



the world may believe in the Gospel
of salvation.
* %k

The mystery of the Incarnation
which we profess in common is not
an abstract and isolated truth. It re-
fers to the Son of God sent to save
us. The economy of salvation, which
has its origin in the mystery of com-
munion of the Holy Trinity —
Father, Son and Holy Spirit —, is
brought to its fulfiiment through the
sharing in this communion, by
grace, within the one, holy, catholic
and apostolic Church, which is the
People of God, the Body of Christ
and the Temple of the Spirit.

Believers become members of this
Body through the sacrament of Bap-
tism, through which, by water and
the working of the Holy Spirit, they
are born again as new creatures,
They are confirmed by the seal of the
Holy Spirit who bestows the sacra-
ment of Anointing. Their commu-
nion with God and among them-
selves is brought to full realization by
the celebration of the unique offering
of Christ in the sacrament of the Eu-

charist. This communion is restored
for the sinful members of the Church
when they are reconciled with God
and with one another through the
sacrament of Forgiveness. The sacra-
ment of Ordination to the ministerial
priesthood in the apostolic succes-
sion assures the authenticity of the
faith, the sacraments and the com-
munion in each local Church.

Living by this faith and these sac-
raments, it follows as a consequence
that the particular Catholic churches
and the particular Assyrian churches
can recognize each other as sister
Churches. To be full and entire, com-
munion presupposes the unanimity
concerning the content of the faith,
the sacraments and the constitution
of the Church. Since this unanimity
for which we aim has not yet been
attained, we cannot unfortunately
celebrate together the Fucharist
which is the sign of the ecclesial
communion already fully restored.

Nevertheless, the deep spiritual
communion in the faith and the mut-
ual trust already existing between
our Churches entitle us from now on

to consider witnessing together to
the Gospel message and co-operating
in particular pastoral situations, in-
cluding especially the areas of cat-
echesis and the formation of future
priests.

In thanking God for having made
us rediscover what already unites us
in the faith and the sacraments, we
pledge ourselves to do everything
possibie to dispel the obstacles of the
past which still prevent the attain-
ment of full communion between
our Churches, so that we can better
respond to the Lord’s call for the
unity of his own, a unity which has
of course to be expressed visibly. To
overcome these obstacles, we now
establish a Mixed Committee for
theological dialogue between the
Catholic Church and the Assyrian
Church of the East.

Given at Saint Peter's, on 11 No-
vember 1994 '

FU Mol e Mokt B

May Dinkha IV presents Pope Paul IT'with a replica

of an 8th century cross of the Assyrian Church in
China.




Il discorso del Santo Padre
alla Delegazione
della Chiesa assira dell’Oriente

Pubblichiamo il testo del discorso rivol-
to da Sua Santita Giovanni Paolo II al Pa-
triarca della Chiesa assira dell’Oriente,
Sua Santita Mar Dinkha IV, in occasione
dell'incontro, svoltosi nella mattina di ve-
nerdi 11 novembre, per la firma dalla Di-
chiarazione cristologica comune:

Your Holiness,

1. Exactly ten years have passed
since I had the joy of welcoming you
here on your first official visit to this
Apostolic See. This pleasure is re-
newed today as you are accompa-
nied by a delegation of eminent
Bishops from your Holy Synod. In
the words of the Apostle Paul, I wish
you “grace, mercy and peace from
God the Father and Christ Jesus our
Lord” (I Tm 1:2). :

At the time of your previous visit,
you shared with me your ardent
wish that a declaration of the Pope
of Rome and of the Catholicos-
Patriarch of the Assyrian Church of
the East would one day be able to
express our two Churches’ common
faith in Jesus Christ, the Incarnate
Son of God, born of the Virgin Mary.
Historians and theologians imme-
diately set about examining very
carefully the Christological conse-
quences of the Council of Ephesus.
In an atmosphere of fraternity and
mutual confidence, a fruitful dia-
logue has enabled us to overcome
the ambiguities and misunderstand-
ings of the past. Today, we have ar-

rived at the Common Christological .

Declaration which we are about to
sign together. This comnstitutes an
important witness which will not
fail to cause rejoicing among the
faithful of our two Churches.

2. For my part, I am confident
that this agreement will open up
wide horizons at the level of pastoral
collaboration. Of great importance
will be the strengthening of co-
operation in the spiritual and the-
ological formation of future priests
and responsible laity. The same ap-
plies to catechesis of children and of
young people: we must apply all
possible concern in this direction.

Moreover, in order to “share with
the saints who are in need” (Rom
12:13), should we not also seek to
coardinate our efforts to welcome
with dignity and to help effectively
those who are uprooted from their
homeland or are forced to emigrate
because of the severe trials which
they have endured {¢f. Unitatis re-
dintegratio, n. 18)? We do not forget
the long night of suffering endured
by your Eastern Syriac communities,
which were scattered, persecuted
and rmassacred down the centuries
for professing the name of Christ.
Those who despite everything have
remained in their countries in the
Middle East — and who have had to
face war and unjust deprivation of
every kind — should know that the
Holy See will employ the means at
its disposal, particularly through its
contacts with Governments and In-
ternational Organizations, to lessen
thetr sufferings and if possible make
them cease. Finally, a Church so
distinguished in its past for its hero-
istn as regards fidelity to the faith
cannot remain marginalized in the
Christian world, and especially
among the Churches of the Middle

East. We hope to be able to help you

break down any isolation that still
exists.

3. From my contacts with your
brother Chaldean Bishops, whom [
am meeting again in these days, I
am able to assure you that they are
ready to foster the great movement
towards the restoration of the unity
of all Christians, in accordance with
the principles of the Decree on Ecu-
menism of the Second Vatican
Council. They are truly concerned
for “the preservation in a comwiu-
nion of faith and charity of those
family ties which ought to exist be-
tween local Churches, as beftween
sisters” (op.cit., n. 14). We all recog-
nize that it is of supreme impor-
tance to understand, venerate, pre-

serve and foster the rich heritage of
each of our Churches, and that a di-
versity of customs and observances
is in no way an obstacle to unity.
This diversity includes the power of
our Churches to govern themselves
according to their own disciplines
and to keep certain differences in
theological expressions which, as we
have verified, are often complemen-
tary rather than conflicting (cf. ibid.,
nn. 15-17). In all things and in
whatever circumistance, it is essen-
tial that we foster between ourselves
mutual respect and a profound
spirit of charity such as to exclude

- all forms of rivalry {cf. ibid., n. 18).

4. Your Holiness and Beloved
Brothers: here then is the spirit in
which the Catholic Church proposes
this exchange of gifts. Together let
us ask the Most Holy Trinity, Model -
of true Unity within diversity, to
strengthen our hearts so that we will
respond to the call for one visible
Church of God, a Church truly uni-
versal and sent forth to the whole
world, that the world may be con-
verted to the Gospel and so be saved,
to the glory of God. May God who
has begun this good work in us
bring it to completion in Christ
Jesus (cf. Phil 1:6). Amen.



Il discorso

a Giovanni Paolo IT
del Patriarca Mayr Dinkha IV

Questo il testo del discorso rivolto a
Giovanni Paclo II dal Patriarca Mar
Dinkha IV:

Your Holiness, our beloved
brother in the Lord, John Paul I,
most honoured Bishop of Rome,
and Pope of the Holy Roman Cath-
olic Church.

We greet vou ftoday, along with
this delegation, comprised of our
brothers in the Episcopate, wmem-
bers of the Holy Synod of the Assyr-
ian Church of the East, with hearts
filled with joy. Qur combined per-
sonal efforts, and those of the rep-
resentatives of our two Churches,
who have met in joint seesions as
brothers in Christ, have at last en-
abled us, in his name, to come fo
mutual understanding and respect
for the unique expression each of us
has traditionally made of the faith
we both hold in common. Today the
time has come to bring down the
walls which have separated us and
kept us apart for fifteen centuries.
Today, the door of opportunity is
open and we are bidden to enfer and
labour together toward the noble
goal of unity in the Church, the
unity for which our Lord Jesus
Christ so fervently prayed, “that they
may all be one, as you, Father, are in
me, and I in you, that they also may
be one in us, that the world may be-
lieve that you sent me”. {Ju 17:21). It
is with deep gratitude to God that
we now gather fo sign a common
Christological  declaration.  This
agreement will bring the sons and
daughters of our two ancient and
honourable traditions closer to one
another than at any time in the last
fifteen centuries.

The Church of Rome and the
Church of the East were both estab-
lished during the first century by the
Apostles, one in the West and the
other in the East. Each gave birth to
generations of believers who were
baptized in the name of the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit; and
their souls were nurtured by the
faith the two sister churches re-
ceived from the blessed Apostles.
Saint Peter and Paul, two illustrious
and zealous Apostles, traveled fo

Rome and there became two strong
pillars of the Church of Christ in the
West, The vineyard of their labours,
which was later nourished with the
blood of apostles and martyrs, is
today bearing fruit for the benefit of
millions of believers in the four cor-
ners of the world, In a similar man-
ner, Saints Thomas and Bartholo-
mew from the Twelve, and Saints
Addai and Mari from the Seventy ar-
rived in the East as proclaimers of
the Good News and founders of the
Church of the East in Mesopotamia
and all Asia. The Aposiolic and
Patriarchal See of the Church of the
East was founded in Seleucia-Ctesi-
phon, and the missionaries sent out
by this See brought the Gospel to the
nations of the far East, with such
success that in A.D. 1281 Mar Yahb’
alaha I (a Mongol by race), be-
came Catholicos-Patriarch of the
East. From the earliest beginnings of
the Christian faith the Eastern and
Asian churches have kept that faith
in the Son of God alive for millions
of people in what proved, at times,
to be dire circumstances.

Our respective churches are built
upon the same foundation: the
apostolic tradition and the sacred
Scriptures. Sharing this common
heritage gives the churches of the
East and West a conumon source of
living theology from which to draw
as we move foward a more complete
unity, The vision of unity between
the churches of the West and East
has always been one of considerable
power. Achieving reconciliation be-
tween our great historical traditions
at this time in history will be as re-
markable as it is necessary, for
faithfulness to our Lord’s will, as ex-
pressed in his prayer to the Father,
demands it. Therefore it is fitting
and proper for the Patriarchate of
the Assyrian Church of the East, as
represented by the holder of that see
and its synodically appointed epis-
copal delegates, having come o
Rome to join Your Holiness on this
historically important day, (o agree
on a statement of conumnon faith — a
statement providing a foundation of
hope and promise for our current
and future relationship.
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Though fifteen centuries have
now come and gone since the erup-
tion of the Christological controver-
sies, the desire fqr ecclesial concord
still burns m our hearts and.souls.
Though our two ancient churches
meel with some differences, yet it is
our sincere hope that the statement
of faith we sign today will be both a
partial realization of past dreams
and a significant step toward future
co-operation and enhanced ecumen-
ical relations. And how far does this
hope extend? Certainly it extends so
far as to encompass the “oneness” to
which Christ calls all Christians.

This faith agreement will promote
a new atmosphere of harmony and
understanding between our distinct
churches as they live together and
interact throughout the world. The
“Decree of Ecumenismt” (Unitatis re-
dintegratio), promulgated by the Ro-
man Pontiff, Pope Paul VI, at the
Second Vatican Council on the 21
November, 1964 provides a founda-
tion that, together with the faith
agreement, gves us encouragement
fo continue the process of working
toward wunity. The witness which
will be provided by that sought-after
unity is no less than a witness to the
love, fidelity, and forgiveness that
Christ has revealed and offered to
the whole world in his life, death,
resurrection, and glorification at the
right hand of the Father. We are al-
ready achieving significant unity in



responding to the triune God's call,
freely given through the grace of the
Holy Spirit, as today, with one
voice, East and West confess as one
their historic faith that Jesus Christ
is the Father’'s only-begotien Somn,
and our Lord, God, and Saviour.

The Roman Catholic Church and
the Assyrian Church of the East both
face similar social and political
challenges to the work of proclaim-
ing the Gospel of Christ in the mod-
ern world. Today's faithful look to
both East and West for moral lead-
ership, spiritual guidance, a model
and arena of Christian fellowship,
and a strong pastoral response to
the anxieties and questions encoun-
tered in everyday life. United we can
give a stronger witness to the con-
tinuing mission of Christ to make all
things new through the grace of
God.

Our work toward unity is a testi-
mony fo the virtues of Christian
hope in a world where many people
have almost lost hope. The light of
Christ shines clearly despite the
many obstacles which threaten to
dim its brightness. Through greater
mutual understanding of our dis-
tinct theological and liturgical tradi-
tions, and appreciation for our dif-
ferences, accompanied with an un-
tiring effort toward renewal, our
two churches can proclaim the Gos-
pel with a voice more alive and vi-

brant than would otherwise be pos-
sthle. Learning from one another
through faithful dialogue, and
working together lo be instruments
of God's loving presence in the
world, we can demonstrate to all
mankind a spirit of charity and co-
operation befitting the Apostolic
foundation upon which both our
traditions firmly stand. When our
ultimate goal of service in obedience
to the one Head of his one Church,
Jesus Christ, is realized, the benefits
will be enjoyed by all the Christian
faithful as they unite in a ministry
of healing to the world. For “he is
the head of the body, the Church. He
is the beginning, the firstborn from
the dead, that in all things he himself
might be pre-eminent. For in him all
fullness was pleased to dwell, and
through him to reconcile all things to
himself, making peace through him
by the blood of his cross, whether for
those on earth or those in heaven”
(Col. 1:18-20).

With joyful hearts we, with mem-
bers of the Holy Synod of the Assyr-
ian Church of the East, are pleased
to greet Your Holiness with the sta-
tement of hope and to join in agree-
wment on the faith. May this new un-
derstanding between our two vener-
able churches add to the foundation
of unity already laid with other
Christian churches, and lead us on
further along the path toward re-

storing the Apostolic communion
which once existed between the
Apostles and their churches during
the earliest generations of Chris-
tians. May God the Father grant us
wisdom, a spirit of charity, and
courage as fogether we move ahead,
striving to do his will as he has re-
vealed it in and through his Son,
Christ Jesus our Lord.

With thanksgiving for this day
and the promise which it holds —
and with prayers for the health and
well-being of our most honoured
brother, His Holiness, Pope John
Paul II — we remember the words
of the Psalmist, “How good and how
comely for brothers to dwell in uni-
ty” (Ps. 133:1). How good indeed,
and fair in the eyes of God and men
when n true humility the servants
of Christ give themselves to one an-
other in mutual love and service to
the greater glory of the Father who
loves them, and the Son who
purchased their redemption with his
own precious blood, and the Spirit
of Holiness who perfects their sanc-
lification by his ever present work-
ing. To you our brothers we offer the
hand of fellowship and our un-
feigned fraternal affection. May
God’s blessing seal our efforts with
success, to whom be everlasting
glory, and to the Holy Trinity we
commit these our labours toward
unity. Amen.

CHANGES IN
CHURCH HIERARCHY

Mar Aprim Khamis, Bishop of the Diocese of the
Eastern United States and Canada of the Assyrian
Church of the East, has now been assigned to the
Diocese of the Western United States to replace Mar
Bawai Saro. Mar Bawai, who was Bishop of this
diocese for ten years, has been appointed as Secre-
tary General of Inter-Church Relations. This is an
extremely important position because of the great
emphasis now being placed on churches to develop
ecumenical relations.

A dinner reception was given in their honor on
December 3, 1994 at Mar Zaia Assyrian Church hall
in San Jose, CA. It was attended by about 400 peo-
ple, including Assyrian Church prelates as well as
clergy from other denominations. Several talented
young Assyrian musicians and singers performed
at the reception as soloists. In addition, an Assyrian
choir sang several Assyrian songs. Mar Aprim and
Mar Bawai, as well as some other prelates address-
ed the gathering. Mar Bawai thanked the members

of the Western Diocese for their cooperation and
devotion to the Church. He was presented with a
plaque expressing the people’s appreciation of his
efforts.

Left: May Bawai Soro
Right: Mar Aprim Khamas




Who Was the Translator of the Book Kalila and Dimna?

At the general membership meeting of the Assy-
rian Foundation of America, held on September 25,
1994, Tobia Giwargis related very fascinating in-
formation on the Fables of Bibpai or the Tales of
Kalila and Dimna. These stories were written in
Sanskrit about 250 B.C.! by an Indian philosopher
{or sage) named Bidpai to the king Dabshalim.?

The central theme employed by Bidpat is to offer
advice to his king relating stories of two jackals, the
cunning brothers Kalila and Dimna. Within these
stories the jackals and other animals tell further
stories and as these unfold we are faced with var-
ious types of human behavior to differing situa-
tions. The flaws and virtues of human nature — all
brought out by means of fables — include charm,
humor, wisdom, foolishness, impatience, greed,
justice, etc.

The focus now becomes the story of how the book
was translated from Sanskrit into Pahlavi (a form
of Persian) by an Assyrian physician Bar Zoya
{Burzoe) by order of the Sassaman Persian king
Khosrow I (ruled 531-579 A.D.) titled Anushirvan
(Immortal of Soul or The Just) whom he sent to
India for this purpose. Bar Zoya prefaced his trans-
lation with an autobiographical introduction which
the vizier (prime minister), Bozorgmehr (Buzurdj-
mihr) signed with his own name as an honor to the
author. A recent Arabic manuscript also reveals
that Bar Zoya, a medical doctor, was also in charge
of the Persian doctors. During his youth he disci-
plined and educated himself to impart goodness to
humanity. He informs us that he elected to study
medicine because in this field he did not find the
tradition or custom of differentiating between eth-
nic and religious groups “‘as these are prevalent in
my country of Persia.” Likewise, he says that each
grouping of people think they are more faithful in
their deeds. Bar Zoya was one of those people who
would not acknowledge religious faiths such as
heathenism, Brahmanism and Buddhism, and
would call them aimless faiths. As a medical doctor,
Bar Zoya attended to the sick regardless of their
ethnic origin and religious affiliations. His good
deeds endeared him to the people of Persia and
especially to Khosrow I. For this reason, and the
fact that Bar Zoya was knowledgable in Oriental
languages, he was chosen by the prime minister
Bozorgmehr to present himself to Khosrow. The
king gave Bar Zoya 20,000 dinars and instructed
him to go to India and translate the book of Kalila
and Dimna from Indian into Persian in any way
possible,

Accompanied by two other persons, Bar Zoya
travels to India, and upon arrival he informs some
Indian philosophers that he has come to acquire and
expand his knowledge and learn their literature.
After he becomes well-versed in the Indian lan-

guage, he makes the acquaintance of an Indian who
is in possession of the key to the royal treasury and
the box that contains the book of Kalile and Dimna.
Dr. Bar Zoya is kind, sincere and faithful to his
Indian friend and convinces him to lend him the
book for translation. When the task is completed,
Bar Zoya sends the translation to King Khosrow
Anushirvan through one of his companions. Later
Bar Zoya and his second companion return to Per-
sia. When Bar Zoya enters the Palace, he is received
with honor and laudation by the king and all the
ministers present for the magnificent job he had
done, and is offered money, wealth and clothing by
the king. Bar Zoya chose the clothing only and
sought neither money nor wealth. '

The translation of Kalila and Dimna from Indian
into Pahlavi took place in 550 A.D. Bar Zoya's Pah-
lavi translation itself 1s lost; but by about the 6th
century (570 A.D.) it had already been translated
into Syriac (Assyrian) by an Assyrian priest named
Bod Peryaduta (Periodeut Bud);?® and into Arabic
from Pahlavi in the 8th century A.D. by Ibn Al-
Mukaffa,* who was of the Assyrian Church faith
(erroneously called Nestorian) and later embraced
Islam. The book was later translated into many
other languages, including Hebrew, Greek, Ger-
man, French, English, and Turkish.

The famous British historian, Gibbon relates
that a Greek philosopher has written that Khosrow
I Anushirvan, whoruled Persia 531-570 A.D., was a
man who placed great value on education and cul-
ture. After Khosrow became the Sassanian ruler in
531 A.D., he gave the Assyrian medical school and
hospital in Gundeshapur® its greatest impetus. He
gave the teachers every advantage and encourage-
ment as well as increasing the prestige of the insti-
tution by welcoming to it teachers from the schools
of Athens, Antioch, Edessa, Nisibin and Harran.
During Anushirvan’s reign of 48 years, the school of



Gundeshapur became the greatest intellectual cen-
ter of the time. The Assyrian teachers were the
most prominent and influential because the teach-
ing was done largely in Syriac (Assyrian). In his
twentieth year of reign the physicians of Gunde-
shapur convened by the king’s order to discuss
diversified scientific subjects. Among the Assyri-
ans who were prominent in medicine and other
sciences both in Gundeshapur and later in Baghdad
were the families of Gibrael, Bakhtishu, Yokhanna,
Sargis of Ras al-Ayn and many others. It was in
Gundeshapur that Arab medicine had its origin.

Editor’s Notes:

1. According to some sources incidents that occur in Bidpai
tales can be seen 1n sculptures around Buddhist shrvines
dated before 200 B.C.

2. King Dabshalim of India was dirvected by a dream to a
cave in the mountains of the novtheast towards Zin-
dawar in which an old man (a hevmil) gave him a
treasure. In addition to gold, silver and jewels, there was
also a sealed box containing a document which no one
was able to read. A scholay was brought in from the town
who was able to read the ancient Syriac (Assyrian) lan-
guage. The letter was from the great King Houschenk
(Hoshang), king of Persia, long dead, offering King Dab-
shalim guidance for achieving greatness as a king. The
document contained 13 precepts for rulers, and Bidpai
explains each of these by stortes which form the separate
chapters of Kalila and Dimna.

3. This Assyrian translation only survives in one manus-
cript, which was formerly preserved in the monastery at
Mavrdin, then in the library of the Patriarch of Mosul
and afterwards came into the possession of Mgr. Graffin
in Paris (The Encyclopaedia of Islam — New Edition
1978).

4. Ibn Al-Mukaffa was an Arabic authoy of Persian origin,
one of the first translators into Avrabic of literary works of
the Indian and Iranian civilizations, and one of the
creators of Arabic literary prose. He was born in about
720 A.D., probably at Djur, in Fars (later Firuzabad), of
a noble [ranian family: His father Dadoe, also known by

Julius N. Shabbas translating To-
bia’s talk into English with Nathan
Nasseri (left) listening.

the Muslim name of al-Mubarak, and later given the
surname of Mukaffa, “the crippled, " which passed into
the name of his son. Al Mukaffa died at the age of
thirty-six, and at a mature age he embraced Islam (The
Encyclopaedia of Islam — New Edifion 1978).

. When the Assyrian school of Edessa was closed in 489

(founded in about 363-364 A.D.) many of the theologi-
ans and scholars went fo the vevived school in Nisibin
{founded toward the end of the 5th century). Other
teachers and pupils, many of them connected with the
medical school and hospital in Edessa, accepled the asy-
lum offered them by the Sassanian King Kubad (Kavad)
of Persia, in the city of Gundeshapur near Susa in
southwestern Peysia. The Assyrians had helped King
Kubad on his flight (ca. 497 A.D.) to the White Huns,
and when he regained his throne he was benevolent for
the Assyrian Christians and welcomed the Assyrian
school to Gundeshapur. The medical feachers and physi-
clans brought with them thety Syriac (Assyrian) transia-
tions and Hippocratic and Galenic medical texts, as well
as their translations of Plato and Avistotle. In Gunde-
shapur they rebuilt their medical school and hospital as
well as continued with their biblical and philosophical
studies. King Kubad was succeeded by Khosrow I
Anushirvan.
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Linda Bixler of the Assyrian Community
rvecently escorted First Lady Brenda Edgar at
a multi-ethnic vally held in honor of Jim
Edgar, Governor of Illinots.

The Edgars commended Bixler for hey dedi-
dation and service to the Assyrian community.

Left fo right: First Lady Brenda Edgay and
Linda Bixler.




ASSYRIAN UNIVERSAL ALLIANCE
Office of the Secretary General

DECLARATION

After countless hours of deliberations concerning
the Assyrian nation and politics in their homeland
and diaspora, the Assyrian Universal Alliance 19th
World-wide Congress convening in Modesto, Cali-
fornia, U.S.A. from May 26-30, 1994, unanimously
adopted an overhaul policy that 1s designed to help
rejuvenate the structure of the Assyrian Universal
Alliance and enhance the Assyrian political action
world-wide.

The Congress debated related issues and topics of
utmost importance and urgency such as the impact
of recent developments in Iraq and the Middle East
as it relates to the viability of Assyrian politics. The
Congress concluded that we must coordinate our
efforts and understand the real politics of today's
post cold war era, and new world order, or we won’t
be able to achieve much with our present frail poli-
ties. The Assyrian domestic issues and demands,
such as human rights, personal dignity and eco-
nomic parity are problems to which we seek solu-
tions. The Congress strongly believes that a recon-
ciliation among the Assyrians will ultimately im-
prove our image and promote the Assyrian cause
under a universal consensus. A unified Assyrian
policy can exert additional effort. Therefore, the
Assyrian national policies should decide to have
recourse to a combined action that produces har-
mony and coordination, to adopt and pursue poli-
cies that bring us to the sources of authority whom
we anticipate to influence through our concerted
efforts and lobby.

In the light of such a spirit the Congress, unani-
mously, agreed upon these resolutions vital to help
improve the Assyrian situation in general and the
present political, economic, and social conditions of
the Assyrians world-wide.

The Congress holds up the belief that these reso-
lutions provide binding obligations that are able to
foster among the Assyrians, individuals and groups,
a working schedule under a collective administra-
tion. The Congress, therefore, intends to initiate
the implementation of this declaration in anticipa-
tion of a positive attitude on behalf of a united
Assyrian people.

We the patriots have for too long:

® delayed and deprived our people of their right to
pursue a life of tranquility and freedom.

e allowed our people to be persecuted, forcefully
transferred, forced to assimilate and denied
human rights.

e failed to adequately tell and inform the World
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Governments, United Nations, and people in
general about these flagrant abuses and the
plight of the Assyrian people.

1gnored our claim for self-determination within
a democratic Iraq.

THE CONGRESS THEREFORE DECLARES:

1.

Toendorse and support, emphaticaily, the Uni-
ted Nations and World Governments position
concerning the integrity of Iraq.

To endorse and support a democratic secular
form of government for Iraq, where the Assyri-
ans, the indigenous people, can practice their
legitimate rights and preserve their national
identity, culture, heritage, language, and
religion.

. To demand that the Assyrians in their home-

land of Iraq and elsewhere in the world be
accorded equal rights and full citizenship. That
the Assyrians also be recognized constitution-
ally as such recognition 1s granted to other sec-
tors of the population of Iraq.

To establish in Irag and in other Middle East-
ern countries, vital to the Assyrians, an AUA
presence for the purpose of advancing the exist-
ing relations between the Assyrians and the
local and national authorities.

Toconduct a demographic and feasibility study
of the Assyrians in Iraq and in diaspora. This
study will help develop a new political and
social plan for the Assyrians that may utilize
their resources and potentials.

To promote and maintain a relationship of
solidarity and communication among the As-
syrian polities and other social and religious
groups within the Assyrian Nation world-wide.

The refugee problem must be solved by the Iraq
Government assuring the Assyrian citizens
that they need not fear for their present and
future safety and that they will have the oppor-
tunity to economically provide for themselves
and their families thereby being able to remain
or return home.

To express strong concern for the deplorable
circumstances of the thousands of Assyrian
refugees stranded for years in several coun-
tries,

Toensurethat the innocent Assyrians who fled
or were driven out of their homes and left their



loved ones as well as their properties should be
able to retrieve their homes and properties with
due compensation. There must be special gov-
ernment recognition and provisions for the
indigenous Assyrians and for the preservation
of their historical lands and culture.

10. To express concern about the fundamentalist
movements aiming to obliterate the indigenous
Assyrian Christians from their homelands.

11. The Congress reiterates that the population of
the Assyrians in Iraq was reduced by horrible
actions of population transfer and persecution
for several decades, therefore, we must ensure
that all allocations, restorations and represen-
tations for Assyrians must be made on a basis
of at least 15% of the population of Iraq.

12. To utilize the office of UNPO (Unrepresented
Nations and Peoples Organizations) where the
AUA Secretary General 1s the First Vice
Chairman of the Assembly, to enhance the
Assyrian cause in the United Nations and with
all the world governments and their legisla-
tures along with the other members of UNPO.

13. Towork closely with the concerned authorities
to bring about a solution to the present severe
economic situation of the Assyrians in Irag
where the old, the children and the sick are the
most affected by the sanctions. The Congress
hereby appeals to the Assyrian churches, social
and political organizations, to combine their
efforts with the AUA in a united action com-
mittee that will provide support through the
Asgyrian International Relief.

14, The Assyrian Universal Alliance comprehends
the sensitive conditions of the Assyriansin Iraq
and their habitat in general. As such, the AUA
wishes to be careful to avoid any disturbances
to the Assyrian people in Iraq and secure for
them proper conditions to maintain themselves
as an intact and uninterrupted entity.

15. To express gratitude, on behalf of the Assyri-
ans, to those Middle Eastern countries who
have provided the Assyrians the right to elect
their representative to the legislative bodies.
The Congress expressed concern that the Assy-
rians, as Christians, and as citizens, in many
Middle East countries do not enjoy the same
rights as the majority, to openly practice, as
equals, their religion, culture, and heritage and
engage in business without segregation, or be
employed without discrimination.

The Congress concludes that the patience of the
Assynans and their dedication to their national
goals, their support of the efforts of the Assyrian
Universal Alliance are a big impetus for the AUA to
proceed with care and caution in the service of the
Assyrian people.
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Let the spirit of the Assyrian Universal Alliance
19th World-wide Congress arouse within ourselves
astrong desire to proceed toward a new frontier for
the Assyrians of the world that we resolve to serve
by God’s grace.

Nole:

The following officers were elected at the 19th
World-wide Congress: Secretary General, Sen. John
Nimrod; Deputy Secretary Geneval, Hon. Homer
Ashurian; Treasurer, Jingo Sarkis; Executive Com-
mittee, Edward Beitashur, Ninos Beitashuy, Praidon
Darmo, Dr. Emmanuel Kamber, Afram Rayis,
Shmouel Warda, John Yonan, Yatroun Zaya.

Ex-Habbaniya Community Group

A group of former residents of Habbaniya, [rag
was recently formed in the Modesto-Turlock area.
Their purpose is to uphold, promote and strengthen
their cultural traditions and friendship ties by
social association.

The group, a non-profit organization, plans to
bring together ex-Habbaniya residents, their fami-
lies and friends for social functions, such as pot-
lucks, picnics, and dance parties. A picnic is planned
on Easter Monday, April 17, 1995, details of which
will be released at a later date.

Interested participants may write or call either
Mr. Isaac or Mr. Pius to have their names placed on
the mailing list:

Mr: John Isaac Mr. Mikhael Pius

240 W. Tuolumne Rd. 3504 Setrok Dr.
Turlock, CA 95380 Modesto, CA 95356
(209) 632-9270 (209) 545-4120

THANKS TO THE ASSYRIAN
FOUNDATION OF AMERICA

In 1994 the Assyrian Foundation gave financial
assistance to a number of students. Letters and
notes of appreciation for the support were received
from the following:

Rachelle Badal

Robert DeKelaita

Annie Elias

Jilbert Washten

Julie R. Nasseri

Mark N. Shamoon
Ramen N. Shamoon
Lynnette Farhadian
Milita Alethemooshabad
Ilbra Aleihemooshabad



On the Current Political Situation of the Assyrians
in Tur-Abdin (South East Turkey)

Abdulmesih Bar Abrahem

Over the last couple years, several dramatic
events have drawn the attention of the Assyrian-
American community to the desperate plight of
Assyrians in Turkey, particularly those in the
southeast region (the northern part of Mesopota-
mia). Two incidents are illustrative: One was the
January 1993 massacre of five Assyrians machine-
gunned after their minibus was stopped by a para-
military group. In the other situation, and on the
authority of a Turkish military order, all inhabit-
ants of the Assyrian village of Hassane (located near
the north Iraqi border) were forcibly removed in
November 1993.

The suffering of the Assyriansis still continuing.
Since the mid-eighties, when the Kurdish Workers
Party (PKK) launched its guerilla war against Tur-
key in the southeast region, increasingly Assyrians
have become the innocent victims of clashes be-
tween the PKK and the Turkish security forces.
The Assyrian community, already down-sized in
the 1970’s by a massive migration to the West (par-
ticularly to Europe) is now forced to deal with
threats of a new dimension. Several systematically
planned acts of terrorism aimed at Assyrians have
been carried out by different groups, and these have
further accelerated the migration process. Since the
mid-eighties, the number of Assyrians in Tur-
Abdin has decreased from more than 30,000 to a
mere 4,000.

The Assyrians in Turkey have never experienced
a sustained period of peace. As it was under Otto-
man rule, today’s Turkey treats the Christian
Assyrians as second-class citizens. The politic of
assimilation and discrimination has been the gen-
eral strategy aimed at non-Turkish ethnic groups.
While the 1923 Treaty of Lausanne accorded some
‘national rights’ to the Armenians, the Greeks and
the Jews, Assyrians have never been recognized as a
distinct ethnic group; consequently, they have
never been allowed to run their own schools nor
even to teach their mother language. In 1978, even
the monastery Deyr-ul-Zafaran (near the villayet of
Mardin) was closed by the Government on the
grounds it was teaching the Syriac language to
seminary students. This policy of intolerance has
not only stifled Assyrian culture and tradition, but
it has also trampled on their basic human rights.

Beyond the legalisms, Assyrian political life was
always highly influenced by the flow of events in
the general region {e.g., the Cyprus crisis in 1974;
the Lebanon civil war in 1975; and, more recently,
the Kurdish uprising). For example, when a politi-
cal crisis occurs with Greece, who is Turkey’s clas-
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sical enemy, the Turkish mass media launches a
massive propaganda campaign against all Chris-
tians without distinction. Currently, a campaign of
this type is running against Armenia (which is at
war with Azerbeijan). Not only does Turkey sup-
port Azerbeijan, but it also accuses Armenia of sup-
porting the PKK. Typically, all non-Muslim minori-
ties find themselves under fire.

Because of current clashes with the PKK, most of
the east and south-east regions are under martial
law, and the constitution is suspended. Under such
a charged atmosphere, anti-civilian violence is
commonplace — and it is frequently pin-pointed
against Assyrians. The major antagonists in the
conflict are the radical PKK and the Turkish armed
forces. The latter are supported by paramilitary
groups which include the so-called Kurdish “village
guards,”” as well as the fundamentalist group of
Hezbollah {mostly Kurdish). The Assyrians are
caught between these two blocks of heavily armed
powers. On the one hand, the PKK persists in
repeated contacts with Assyrians and it tries to
extract funds from them. The government forces
are always quick to interpret every such contact
(thought unsolicited) as support to a terrorist group.
On the other hand, the Kurdish village-guards and
the fanatic Hezbollah group, operating under the
protection of the Turkish security forces, threaten
Assyrian life in a different way. These groups act
without any accountability against defenseless As-
syrians (raiding their villages, kidnapping for ran-
som and random killing), understandably generat-
ing a situation of great fear and insecurity. More
than 25 Assyrians have been killed over the last two
years. The Turkish Security forces and the police
are neither willing nor able to protect the life of any
Assyrian.

The Assyrian Democratic Organisation (ADO,
also called Mtakasta), a political organization with
links in Turkey, has been an important messenger
in Europe for this human rights issue. With the
assistance of Assyrian federations in Europe, it has
been able to make the cause of the Assyrians of
Turkey public to some extent. On a number of occa-
sions when meeting with Turkish officials, repre-
sentatives of several European governments have
raised the issue of Assyrian human rights.

Turkey routinely points to PKK terrorism in the
southeast as justification for its martial law region
and as a rationalization for human rights abuses
which may be brought up by the international
community. Unfortunately, most countries have
great indulgence toward Turkey’s behavior.



Turkey’s most powerful ally, the U.S., provides it
with more than $500 million annually in military
aid. Over thelast decades, and with few exceptions,
there has been little effort to sensitize the U.S.
Government regarding the situation inside Turkey.
This should be a challenge for the Assyrian organi-
sations in the United States. The broader goal
should be to present the general cause of the Assy-
rians in the Middle East, with an emphasis on
human rights. It is important to stress Turkey’s
two-faced policy: While Turkey 1s a major defender
of the rights of the Muslim minority in Bosnia, it
strangulates its own minorities.

Solidarity Group

Some two years ago, together with some German
and Austrian organizations, the ADO section in
central Europe initiated the establishment of a
“Tur-Abdin Solidarity Group.” Its goal is to con-
centrate on aid projects, and product marketing in
Tur-Abdin {(“Mountain of God’s Servants”™). The
group has expanded, and now includes some major
human rights organizations in Germany and Aus-
tria. In April 1994 the group issued a German report
based mostly on data provided by Assyrian organi-
zations. Unfortunately, because church organiza-
tions are involved and they do not want to stress
national issues, the report makes reference to
Christians when it really should name Assyrians. As
a way of appealing for the future cooperation of the
Syrian-Orthodox Church, based on mutual and
shared interest, Assyrian organizations agreed.

What is of greater importance in the report is its
description of daily life for the Assyrians in Tur-
Abdin. For example, on the basis of any individual
or group’s accusation, villagers are arrested and
tortured by the security forces. Villages are often
destroyed and looted. In most cases these accusa-
tions come from Kurdish neighbors, village-guards
(mostly Kurds) and fanatic Islamic group members.
The strategy of ethnic cleansing during the period
of a domestic conflict is systematically put into
practice. Notwithstanding these hardships, the
Assyrians still there do not want to leave their
ancestral homeland; however, they need to live in
security. It is the duty of Assyrians living in West-
ern democracies to be a voice for them.

URGENT APPEAL TO HELP AN
ASSYRIAN STUDENT IN TURKEY

Very recently, the Assyrian Democratic Organi-
zation (Mtakasta) initiated an ““Urgent appeal to help
a young Assyrian tncarcevated tn Turkey, Soener
Oender.” This case mobilized a large campaign
including Assyrian organizationsin Europe and the
U.S., addressing several senators and congress
members (among them Anna Eshoo of California),
and Clinton administration officials. A newly-
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established human rights committee of the Assy-
rian American National Federation wrote a letter to
the Secretary of State. Congresswoman Anna Eshoo
wrote a note of protest to the Turkish Prime Minis-
ter, Mrs. Tansu Ciller, to ensure that Oender gets a
fair trial and demanding his release.

Oender’s Case

On December 12, 1991 Soener Oender, 17 years
old, was arrested in Istanbul after attending Mass
at the Syrian Orthodox Church. On that same day,
an attempt had been made on a department storein
Istanbul, where 12 innocent people were killed.
Since Oender is a native of Midyat/Mardin (south-
cast Turkey), as evidenced by his Turkish identity
card, he was accused of complicity in the criminal
deed. To extract a confession, Oender was brutally
tortured.

He has appeared in court several times already,
and has steadfastly maintained his innocence. The
prosecuting attorney, citing a witness who had lost
his daughter during the PKK attack seeks the high-
est penalty — death. The aforementioned witness
had alsoimplicated several other individuals. While
they were likewise arrested, all of them have been
released by the court. Not so Oender!

After several hearings, Oender’s lawyers and
observers of the proceeding believe that Oenderisa
convenient scapegoat for the PKK’s attack.

Oender was sentenced to life imprisonment on
October 18, 1994 and is serving his sentence in the
Sagmalcibar-Cezaevi jail in Istanbul.

Assyrian organizations in Europe have protested
this decision. It is important to keep political pres-
sure on Turkey in order to release Oender.

Please! Advocate for his immediate release by
writing the Turkish Embassy in Washington. For
more information, contact: Assyrian Democratic
Organization, P.O. Box 258116, Chicago, [L. 60625.

BISHOP MAR MEELIS ZAIA
WELCOMED

Bishop Mar Meelis Zaia of the Assyrian Church
of the East, Diocese of Australia and New Zealand,
visited the San Francisco Bay Area. On November
22,1994, a reception and dinner was given for him
by Mar Narsai parish of San Francisco.

Mar Meelis gave a report on the Synod Meeting of
the Church which convened in the city of Fairfield,
Australiain August 1994. His Holiness Mar Dinkha
IV, Catholicos Patriarch of the Assyrian Church of
the East, presided over this ecclesiastical council
and was attended by the bishops and prelates of the
Church. He then spoke about the conditions of the
Assyrians in Australia and also of the church. He



stated that, in general, the economic condition of
the Assyrians there is very good and that Church
membership is growing and the members are very
active. He was glad to report that the Assyrian
organizations are doing very well and are active in
matters relating to Assyrian refugees; and that
good relations exist between them and the Church.
Since Mar Meelis was among the delegation to
the Vatican at the signing of the Christological De-
claration between the Catholic Church and the
Assyrian Church of the East, he presented a synop-
sis of the agreement. He showed a number of photo-
graphs that were taken at this historic occasion. A
videotape of the proceedings is available and can be
obtained at any of the parishes of the Church.

A daughter, Georgette Rebecca, was born on Sep-
tember 21, 1994 to Evelyn and Banepal Oraha. She
was baptized on October 30, 1994 at Mar Zaia Assy-
rian Church of the East in Modesto. The baby is the
granddaughter of Oraha and Georgette Oraha of San
Francisco who are members of the Assyrian Founda-
tion of America. Evelyn is holding her beautiful
daughter.
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Left to vight: Julius N. Shabbas, Bishop Mar Meelis
Zaia, Savgon W. Shabbas, Oraha P. Oraha.

Wedding bells rang for Roger Ichou and Linda
Sarkis in Chicago on November 19, 1994. The
young couple was married at Saint Ephrem’s Church
and the reception was held at Ted’s Golden Tawn
immediately following the church cevemony. A large
number of guests attended the wedding and enjoyed an
evening of feting, fun and dancing. Roger is the son of
My. and Mrs. Pnouel Ichou and his bride is the
daughter of My. and Mrs. Leon Sarkis. Congratula-
tions to the happy couple.



THE BATTLE OF ROWANDUZ

by Solomon S. Solomon

Between 1918 and 1962 the British army and air
force issued a medal to cover minor campaigns in
certain areas of the world. It was a silver disc, with
a green and purple ribbon. Over the years, it was
issued 16 times to cover 16 campaigns. Each one
was represented by a silver bar. Twice the Assyrian
Levies received this medal, once for the Battle of
Rowanduz in 1923 and again in 1932 for operations
against Sheikh Ahmad Barazani. The followingis a
short account of the first Assyrian Levy victory
over their enemies, the Turks and the Kurds; name-
ly the Battle of Rowanduz.

In March 1923, a Turkish general and his staff
arrived in Jezireh on the Iraqi border. A small Turk-
ish force under Euz Demir held the town of Rowan-
duz. Adding to this, Sheikh Mahmud of Sulaima-
niya had proclaimed himself “King of Kurdistan”
the previous November. Now he was communicat-
ing with the Turks, and spreading anti-British pro-
paganda. It was then that the British decided to
attack Rowanduz and evict the Turks.

Late in March 1923, Air Vice Marshall Sir John
Salmond took over the entire command of the oper-
ation. A British column was dispatched under the
command of General B. Vincent. This column
included English, Scottish, Indian, and Iraqi troops.
The Assyrian Levy Column which consisted of the
second and third battalions, was commanded by
Colonel H. T. Dobbin. The whole force was sup-
ported by R.AF. Squadrons 6, 30 and 63.

On March 29th, the second battalion left Mosul.
The next day the third followed. They were both
ready in Arbil on April 5th and their strength was
about 2500 men and 400 animals. They all left camp
on the 10th and reached Spilik Dagh on the 16th.
That position was held by the Kurds and the next
day the R.A'F. bombed Spilik Dagh. Three days
later the Levies stormed and occupied the Kurdish
position. The next day they were in Kani Utman
facing Rowanduz. By then Euz Demir and his
Turks lost their nerves after hearing of the arrival
of the Assyrians, and they slipped from Rowanduz
under the cover of darkness. The British column
meanwhile was attempting a flanking move against
the town. Next day the third Levy battalion linked
up with them. Rab Tremma Daniel D'Malik Ismail
then led a force to clear up the area around
Rowanduz.

After this action, British troops marched on
Sulaimaniya todeal with Sheikh Mahmud. While
the Assyrians under Colonel Dobbins remained in
command in Rowanduz, a camp site was estab-
lished nearby, and an air strip was prepared in
Diana. It was for this action that the Assyrians
were awarded the General Service Medal with bar

“Kurdistan.”

The Levies were to leave Kurdistan. Between
1936 and 1955 they were to be established in their
new bases in Habbaniya and Shaiba. Units of the
force, later named “R.A.F. Levies, Iraq,” were to
take active part in military operations in the
Middle-East and Europe. The whole story came to
an end on the morning of May 2, 1955, in Habba-
niya, when they were disbanded in the presence of
King Faisal I of Iraq and Air Vice Marshail Brookes,
thus closing a colorful chapter both in the R.A.F.
and Assyrian history.

Rab Tremma Yacu D’Malik Ismail of Up-
per Tiari. He commanded one of the two Assy-
rian Battalions, while his brother, Daniel, com-
manded the other. In this photo he is shown
wearing the Generval Service Medal, Iraq Active
Service Medal, and to the extreme right the Rus-
stan Cross of Saint George.

Creneral Service
Medal 1918-62 with
Bar “Kurdistan.”’




NINEVEH
Sargon Warda, Millbrae, CA.............. $20.00
(gift subscription to William Purto, Colorado)
Ashur Atanos, SanJose, CA . .............. 50.00
Wilson Shirabad, Anaheim, CA ............ 20.00
Saul Daniels, San Rafael, CA .............. 30.00
Hubert Benjamin, Hermalle, Belgium...... 200.00
Narmella Elissa, Astoria, NY .............. 20.00
Dr. William Ramsini, Marysville, OH....... 20.00
Regina G. Jones, Tasmania, Australia ...... 25.00
Florence Bet George, New Britain, CT...... 55.00

(gift subscription to her daughter Sharokin
Get Gevargiz, CT; and her brother Shimon
Bet Esho, Urmia, Iran)

Rex Beteivaz, Van Nuys, CA............... 20.00
Eshaya H. Isaac, Skokie, IL................ 20.00
Lydia Ibrahim, Turlock, CA ............... 20.00
Youbert Valadio, Santa Clara, CA.......... 20.00
Jane Taylor, Nottingham, England ......... 25.00
Youlia S. Falconer, Modesto, CA........... 20.00
Para P. Abady, Turlock, CA............... 20.00
Gabriel Kenoun, Glenview, IL ............. 20.00
Shimon H. Amadin, Modesto, CA .......... 20.00
James F. Coakley, Watertown, MA......... 40.00
Phillip Soleiman, Yonkers, NY ............ 15.00
Roussana Betlazar, San Francisco, CA ..... 40.00

Odisho Y. Odisho, Chicago, IL............. 20.00

Lincoln Malik, Berkeley, CA
(gift subscription to his mother Dolly Edgar,
Glenview, IL)

John Samo, San Rafael, CA................ 35.00
Sargon Hermes, Pinole, CA ............... 20.00
Oraha P. Oraha, San Francisco, CA....... 100.00
Assurhadoun Khofri, Turlock, CA ......... 25.00
Aprim K. Abraham, No. Hollywood, CA .... 20.00
Sarkis Eyvazpour, San Jose, CA ........... 20.00
Alfred Varda, Sydney, Australia ........... 30.00
Shimshon L. Essa, Modesto, CA ........... 20.00
Fred Rustam, Philadelphia, PA ............ 40.00

(also gift subscription to William Abdul-Ahad,
Chicago, IL)

Colin & Odette Murphy, Belmont, CA...... 20.00
Sargon Bidkaram, Fremont, CA ........... 20.00
Daniel L. Solomon, Modesto, CA........... 20.00
Ferdinand Badal, Hayward, CA............ 20.00
Saul Daniels, San Rafael, CA.............. 30.00
James R. Daniels, San Jose, CA ............ 20.00
Aida Arsanis Tajaddodi, Van Nuys, CA .... 20.00
Slevo Vazira, Los Angeles, CA............. 20.00
Betty Kingsbury, Creswell, OR ,........... 25.00
Rev. Benjamin Urshan, Rio Rancho, NM ... 20.00
George Y. Nwia, Glenview, IL ............. 20.00
Carmen Benjamin, Turlock, CA ........... 25.00
Mnashi S. Amireh, Sherman QOaks, CA..... 15.00
Pius Joseph, Elk Grove Village, IL ......... 20.00
Henry Chamaki, Hughson, CA ............ 20.00
Arian B. Ishaya, San Jose, CA ............. 20.00
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Benyamin Yalda, Des Plaines, IL

Basil K. Pius, Miles City, MT ............. 20.00
Timothy Sibthorpe, San Jose, CA .......... 20.00
Johny George, San Jose, CA ............... 20.00
Ketty Alexander, Studio City, CA.......... 20.00
Dr. Vallo Benjamin, MD.,P.C,............ 20.00
New York, NY
John Joseph, Lancaster, PA................ 20.00
Sarah S. Paz, Chicago,IL ................. 25.00
Victor Badal, Sunnyvale, CA .............. 15.00
Albert Qushana, Turlock, CA.............. 20.00
Nathan Isaac, Skokie, IL .................. 20.00
John Komo, Jr., San Anselmo, CA .......... 25.00
Ben Abraham, Streamwood, IL ............ 30.00
Nathan Michael, Skokie, IL................ 20.00
Irene R. Lazar, Modesto, CA............... 20.00
Laya Oshana, Morton Grove, IL ........... 25.00
Toma Z. Yousif, Chicago, IL............... 25.00
Milton Khoobyarian, San Jose, CA ......... 20.00
William Yoel, Highland Heights, OH ....... 25.00
William Gabriel, Flint, MI................. 20.00
Melina K. Oshana, Modesto, CA ........... 20.00
Albert Benjamin, Modesto, CA............. 20.00
Juliette S. Atoorzadeh, Turlock, CA ........ 20.00
Malek Shimmon, San Francisco, CA ....... 20.00
Anita Alexander, Yorba Linda, CA ......... 20.00
Walter Benjamin, Manalapan, NJ .......... 20.00
Oshanal. Beblis, MD., ................... 20.00
St. Petersburg, FL
Homer Samo, Turlock, CA ................ 20.00

Fred Chalita, Turlock, CA................ 100.00
(For: self; Fred Chalita, Jr., Germany;
John Chalita, Germany; Albert Youel, IL)

Elizabeth Odisho, Toronto, Canada ........ 50.00
(For: self; and Benjamin Odisho, Toronto)

Clare M. Zia, San Francisco, CA ........... 20.00

Rouel Aboona, Morton Grove, IL ........... 20.00

Agustius Bruneman, San Jose, CA ......... 20.00

Lucy Khoshib, Skokie, IL ................. 20.00

Romel & Madlaine Moradkhan,............ 25.00
Sarcelles, France

Daniel Benjamin, Saratoga, CA............ 20.00

Bailis Shamun, Spartanburg, SC .......... 20.00

Pnoel Shamun, Redwood Shores, CA....... 40.00
(also gift subscription to Lapya Shamun,
Skokie, IL)

Mikhael W. Malik, San Francisco, CA....... 40.00
(also gift subscription to Marlyne &
Oshana Soro, Niles, IL)

Alfred Badal, Chagrin Falls, OH ........... 25.00

Germaine Badal, Hayward, CA ............ 25.00

(gift subscription to Sargis Jocco, Canada)
Tony Y. Badal, Niles, IL. . ................. 20.00
Sandra Petros, Northridge, CA
RBenyamin Menashi, Chicago, IL



CONTRIBUTIONS

Needy Assyrians and Other Donations

Samuel Jacobs, Greenbrae, CA .......... $200.00
Solomon S. Solomon, Chicago, IL .......... 20.00
Benjamin S. Adams, Tucson, AZ ......... 100.00
Eshaya H. Isaac, Skokie, IL ............... 30.00
Walter Benjamin, Manalapan, NJ ......... 400.00
Mikhael K. Pius, Modesto, CA............. 50.00
Shimon H. Amadin, Modesto, CA .......... 30.00
John Samo, San Rafael, CA................ 30.00
Sargon Hermes, Pinole, CA ............... 20.00
Sankhiro Khofri, San Rafael, CA .......... 25.00

Akram & Shalim S. Tatar, El Cerrito, CA .. 58.00

Shimshon L. Essa, Modesto, CA ........... 30.00
Fred Rustam, Philadelphia, PA ........... 100.00
Colin & Odette Murphy, Belmont, CA...... 80.00
Sargon Bidkaram, Fremont, CA ........... 30.00
Daniel L. Solomon, Modesto, CA........... 55.00
Romeo Samo, Milpitas, CA................ 50.00
Ferdinand Badal, Hayward, CA............ 95.00
Sargon Hermes, Pinole, CA ............... 50.00
(in memory of Shirin Shabbas)
Hubert Babilla, Napa, CA ................. 50.00
Martin Jacob, Sonoma, CA ............... 250.00
Saul Daniels, San Rafael, CA.............. 35.00
Mikhael K. Pius, Modesto, CA............. 50.00
James R. Daniels, San Jose, CA ............ 30.00
Aida Arsanis Tajaddodi, Van Nuys, CA .... 30.00
Lydia [brahim, Turlock, CA............... 10.00
Patricia L. Jackson, Alameda, CA .......... 15.00
(in memory of Shirin Shabbas)
Wilson Shirabad, Anaheim, CA............ 25.00
Mnashi S. Amireh, Sherman QOaks, CA ..... 10.00
Baba N. Shabbas, Berkeley, CA............ 40.00
Pius Joseph, Elk Grove Village, IL ......... 80.00
Solomon S. Solomon, Chicago, IL .......... 20.00
Raymond Samuels, San Jose, CA .......... 25.00
Sarkis S. Elia, Pasadena, CA .............. 30.00
(In memory of Fred Arsanis)
Henry Chamaki, Hughson, CA ............ 15.00

Arian B. Ishaya, San Jose, CA ............. 80.00

Benyamin Yalda, Des Plaines, IL .......... 30.00
Basil K. Pius, Miles City, MT ............. 80.00
Timothy Sibthorpe, San Jose, CA .......... 30.00
Johny George, San Jose, CA ............... 30.00
Ketty Alexander, Studio City, CA.......... 30.00
Dr. Vallo Benjamin, M.D.,, P.C.,........... 480.00
New York, NY
John Joseph, Lancaster, PA................ 80.00

Ferdinand & Barbara Badal, Hayward, CA .. 50.00
(In memory of Shirin Shabbas})

Sophia D’Mar Shimun, Sorraya & ......... 50.00
Mary Aziz, San Francisco, CA
(In memory of Shirin Shabbas)

Albert Qushana, Turlock, CA.............. 20.00
Nathan Michael, Skokie, IL................ 30.00
Irene R. Lazar, Modesto, CA............... 10.00
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Milton Khoobyarian, San Jose, CA ......... 10.00
Melina K. Oshana, Modesto, CA ........... 10.00
Albert Benjamin, Modesto, CA............. 30.00
Juliette S. Atoorzadeh, Turlock, CA ........ 50.00
Malek Shimmon, San Francisco, CA ...... 130.00
Anita Alexander, Yorba Linda, CA ......... 80.00
Walter Benjamin, Manalapan, NJ ......... 180.00
Youel A. Baaba, Houston, TX ............. 250.00
Gabriel ]. Sayad, Modesto, CA ............. 60.00
Oshana I. Beblis, M.D., ................... 80.00
St. Petersburg, FL
Homer Samo, Turlock, CA ................ 30.00

Fred Chalita, Turlock, CA................ 100.00

Elizabeth Odisho, Toronto, Canada ....... 150.00
Ashur Michael, Richland, WA ............. 30.00
Rouel Aboona, Morton Grove, IL........... 30.00
Agustius Bruneman, San Jose, CA ......... 30.00

Howard & Linda Schwat, Berkeley, CA ... 200.00

Sargon W. Shabbas, Hercules, CA ......... 50.00
Bailis Shamun, Spartanburg, SC .......... 10.00
Pnoel Shamun, Redwood Shores, CA...... 100.00
Mikhael W. Malik, San Francisco, CA...... 60.00
Cynthia E. Wang, Tucson, AZ ............. 25.00
(In memory of Shirin Shabbas)
Voltaire E. Warda, Houston, TX .......... 100.00
Sandra Petros, Northridge, CA ............ 30.00
Charles Yonan, Pleasanton, CA............ 50.00
ASSYRIANS IN ARMENIA
POOL EFFORTS TO BOOST
CULTURAL UNITY

September 24, 1994
The Armenian Reporter International

YEREVAN, Sept. 13 (Armenpress-Tass) — Ar-
menia now has a population of Assyrians number-
ing about ten thousand people. The country has
created favorable conditions for the social and cul-
tural development of this ancient nation, a confer-
ence of the Armenia’s Association of Assyrians,
“Artur,” was told.

The conference, held in Yerevan, called on all
Assyrians residing in Armenia to actively coun-
teract any attempts at splitting the Assyrian com-
munity and contribute to reunification of all Assy-
rians in Armenia.

It also called for development of friendly relations
with the Armenians and other peoples in the repub-
lic, according to Pavel Tamrasov, a 67-year-old
teacher elected as the association’s president at the
conference which ended its work here today.



Editor’s Note: His Holiness Mar Dinkha, Patriarch of the Assyrian Church of the East sent a delegation to
participate in the Pro Oriente Consultation which was held in Vienna from June 24-29, 1994. The delegation was
headed by Avchbishop Mar Narsai de Baz and was requested lo present two papers: fa} to respond to the “Vienna
Christological Formula” (a statement of agreement among participants in previous consultation in Vienna on basic
theological understanding of the person of Christ our Lovd), and (b) to deal with the Christology and history of the
Assyrian Church of the East belween the 5th and 7th centuries.

“From The Messenger, July 1994 Issue No. 10, The Assyrian Church of the East, Diocese of the Western U.S.

JOINT COMMUNIQUE

of the PRO ORIENTE unofficial Consultation on the Theology of the Church of the East

In the last working session of the unofficial Consul-
tation ovganized by the foundation PRO ORIENTE
at Vienna on “‘Orthodoxy and Catholicity in the
Syriac Tradition, with the Special Attention to the
Theology of the Church of the East in the Sasanian
Empire” on June 28, 1994, this Communiqué has
been worked out in mutual agreement by all partici-
pants of the Consultation, which reads as follows:

“In her quest to promote theological understand-
ing and ecumenical relations among the apostolic
Churches, PRO ORIENTE Foundation has in-
vited to Vienna from June 24-29, 1994, participants
from the Oriental Catholic churches (Chaldean,
Syrian, Maronite, Malabar and Malankara), from
the Oriental Orthodox churches (Syrian Orthodox
from Antioch and Malankara Orthodox from India)
and the Assyrian Church, namely who share a
common ecclesial heritage in the Syriac language
and tradition. This is the first conference to include
all the Syriac Churches mentioned.

“Participants coming from twelve different
church backgrounds and twelve nations, twelve
bishops and a number of theologians have come
together for this purpose. Present there were also
staff of PRO ORIENTE, expert scholars on the
theology and the history of these Churches, a repre-
sentative of the Middle East Council of Churches
and an observer from the Pontifical Council for
Promoting Christian Unity.

“This historic ecumenical initiative of PRO
ORIENTE was most warmly welcomed by all par-
ticipants who gratefully accepted the fraternal
hospitality of the foundation. The presence of His
Eminence Hans Hermann Cardinal Groér, Archbi-
shop of Vienna, underlined the importance of the
event and was met with respect and enthusiasm.

“The subjects that were treated were Christol-
ogy, the history of the Church of the East in the
Sasanian Empire and the Euchartistic Anaphoras
of the Church of the East. These topics were treated
by Assyrian and Chaldean participants and a num-
ber of international renowned experts.

“The theological papers dealt with the main
topics:

1. The Christology of the Synods of the Church of
the East under the Sasanian Empire, and of
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Bawai the Great’s ‘Book on the Union,” with spe-
cial attention paid to the various understandings
of the key Christological terms (in particular
‘gnoma’) current in the 5th-6th centuries. Here it
was made very clear how different understand-
ings of the meaning of these terms had led to
verbally conflicting Christological statements.

2. The contest and the different stages by which the
Church of the East came to adopt distinctive
‘gnomic’ terminology.

3. The Christology of Nestorius and the problems of
its interpretation.

4. The Vienna Christological Formula from the
point of view of the Assyrian Church of the East.

“Finally, there was a call for the further and
common exploration of the different Christological
traditions, especially the tradition of Theodore of
Mopsuestia and Nestorius of Constantinople.

“In the historical papers special attention was
paid to two specific areas:

1. The early history of the Assyro-Chaldean Church
of the East from 1st-7th centuries.

2. The expansion of this church across Asia, as far
as China, in Late Antiquity and the Middle Ages.
Of particular relevance to the theme of the Con-
sultation is the fact that the Assyro-Chaldean
Church of the East was located to the east of and
so outside the Roman Empire, with the impor-
tant consequences that it was never directly
involved in the Church Councils convened by the
Roman Emperor within the Roman Empire. In
the case of the Council of Nicea (325), however its
creed and canons were subsequently officially
accepted at the synod of Seleucia-Ctesiphon
(410).

“Two papers, on the anaphoras used by the
Church of the East have been presented to the Con-
sultation. Both focused on the issue of the absence
of the Institution Narrative in the extent manu-
scripts containing the text of the anaphora of Addai
and Mari. One paper dealt with the subject matter
from the standpoint of the history of liturgy, the
other from the biblical and patristic point of view.

“Similar conclusions were reached; that the ana-
phora of Addai and Mari, as it stands in the manu-
scripts 1s an authentic anaphora of early Christian-



ity, close to the primordial patterns of the Euchar-
istic prayer, and therefore quite valid as a consecra-
tiveliturgy, even in the context of Catholic theology.

“We as Christians seek to be united in a spirit of
brotherhood in our faith in the one Lord Jesus
Christ, God and Savior. Thus, we recognize our
Christian duty to strive through prayer and dia-
logue towards reconciliation until Christ’s wish to
his One church (John 17:21) is brought to a perfect
and complete realization.

“We have all endeavored for a deeper understand-
ing of the pre-Ephesian, non-Chalcedonian, and
Chalcedonian Christologies which have separated
us until now.

“Although we see that there are differences in the
theological interpretation of the mystery of the
Incarnation of Christ because of our different theo-
logical traditions, we were able to recognize the fact
that we, in our common faith in the one Lord Jesus
Christ, regard his mystery to be inexhaustible and
ineffable, and for the human mind never fully com-
prehensible or expressible. For this reason, we, at
this consultation have started to discuss and fur-
ther explore the principle of various theological
expressions in the one Faith.

“But realizing that there are still different em-
phases in the theological and dogmatic elaboration
of Christ’s mystery, we wish to encourage common
efforts for a deeper and more comprehensive under-
standing of our different Christologies in harmony
with our different theological traditions. We are
convinced, however, that these different Christo-
logical formulations on all sides need to be dis-
cussed in order to clarify further the teaching of the
Council of Ephesus (431) and Chalcedon (451).

De Baz.
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“To continue this understanding, participants in
the consultation have agreed to form a Followup
Commission consisting of one representative from
each church tradition. The task of this commission
will be to plan future consultations, symposia, pub-
lications, etc., and to develop the appropriate proce-
dures and methods.

“We recommend that PRO ORIENTE invites
members of the Assyrian Church of the East to
attend the forthcoming PRO ORIENTE regional
symposia, as part of the effort to promote further
contacts and collaboration with the Assyrian
Church of the East.

“The participants have also decided that an unof-
ficial tri-lateral dialogue of PRO ORIENTE on
issues of common concern for the three ecclesial
traditions of the Oriental Catholic, Oriental Ortho-
dox and Assyrian Church of the East should be
organized. For the first dialogue round the topic will
be on Christology.

“In conclusion, we commonly submit ourselves
to the witness of the Holy Scriptures and thus to the
Apostolic Kerygma and express our intention not to
become weary in the search for a common language
concerning the mystery of salvation inour Lordina
fraternal spirit *. . . until we attain to the unity of
faith and to the knowledge of God’s Son . . ." (Eph
4:13). We wish to see the mystery of compassion of
God reflected in our enhanced life of Christian
compassion.

“All of us have experienced how fruitful this
Consultation has been, and we pray that God who
brought us together may bless us and guide our
future efforts in such a way that one day we are all
united in one communion of faith and love.”



ACHIEVEMENTS
The Assyrian Australian National Federation, Inc.
From the Office of the National Executive Secretary, Shmouel Warda

Meeting with Hon. Senator Nick Bolkus

On October 10, 1993, a week after the Federa-
tion’s Convention, the National Executive Board
representatives (Mr. Shmouel Warda, Mr. Rami
Dinkha, Mr. Younatan Afarin and Mr. Gabriel
Khoury) met with the Honourable Senator Nick
Bolkus, the Minister for Immigration and Ethnic
Affairs in Sydney, and expressed needs of Govern-
ment assistance to the Assyrian refugees still
stranded in different countries and also on their
arrival in Australia. The meeting was very success-
ful and the Federation is proud to state that a large
number of our refugees have arrived and are expect-
ing up to 1500 persons by the end of June 1994,

60 Iraqi Assyrians Arrived from Iran

The Department of Immigration requested the
Federation to sponsor the 60 Iraqi Assyrian refu-
gees stranded in Iran, some of them since the Iraq-
Iran War, with no close relatives in Australia. The
Federation took the task and in accorance with the
immigration department understanding and coop-
eration, those Assyrian refugees arrived in Febru-
ary 1994 and were given a special reception by the
Federation and the Nineveh Club.

First Time in 25 Years?

In accordance with the constitution, the Federa-
tion National Executive Board created a Manage-
ment Standing Committee of six who are very able
personsin the field of management and administra-
tion. This Committee will work with the Coordina-
tor Refugee Community Settlement Scheme
(C.R.S.5.) of the Department of Immigration and
Ethnic Affairs. Through the Federation Standing
Committee all the needy Assyrian Refugees will
receive an amount of money on their arrival to help
settle them. So far the Federation received from the
Australian Government and delivered to our refu-
gees an amount of $70,000, and we are expecting to
recelve other amounts by the end of 1994,

This is the outcome of a united community effort
under the affiliation of this Federation, the good
and hard-working men and women who try to
assist all Assyrians in Australia.

Officially Registered as a Migration Agency
under the New Australian Immigration Law

The Australian Government Migration Law has
changed. No person, organization or group can han-
dle any immigration matter without meeting the
immigration department requirement to register as
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a Migration Agent.

We are pleased to announce that this Federation
is now registered as an organization under a license.,
Mr. Henrick Delir became the Federation agent
under the Migration Agents Registration Scheme,
and the Federation has been i1ssued with a Certifi-
cate of Registration.

Meeting with the Immigration Director of
New South Wales.

Since last November the National Executive
Board has had three meetings with the Director of
Immigration of New South Wales in regard to a
number of Assyrians who are stranded in Australia
and have applied for the change of status and are
waiting for the outcome.

We can understand the Government position on
those Assyrian applicants. The Federation pre-
sented the list of names and file numbers to the
Minister of Immigration. We assure all applicants
that the Federation will not give up until they are
accepted. The Director gave us great hope for their
acceptance but said that it will take some time to
finalise them. Please remember that the Federation
1s only seeking assistance for the persons who are
on the list, which was prepared a while ago by our
Immigration Standing Committee. All the members
of the Federation's Immigration Standing Commit-
tee are also registered with the immigration de-
partment in Canberra, A.C.T. under the new law.
Please adhere to what they present to you when
seeking immigration assistance, and remember we
are all volunteers and are working for the benefit of
our Assyrian community.

Assyrian Iraqi Refugees Stranded in Russia

On March 28, 1994 our Federation received a fax
report from International Union of Assyrian Organ-
izations in Russia informing us that 33 Assyrian
Iraqis have been stranded in Russia for the last two
years.

The report states that they are living in extreme
hardship, some of them spend nights in Metro Sta-
tions, they don’t speak Russian and have no money.
The I.LU.A.O. Assyrian Congress requested that we
help them financially and assist some of them to be
accepted by Australia for resettlement. A copy of
the fax report was sent to our affiliate, Assyrian
Relief Organization, to find a way to assist them
financially, as we have done with the Assyrian
refugees in Turkey, Iran, Northern Iraq and Assy-
rians in Baghdad. The humanitarian effort of our



relief organization is commendable. Our communi-
ties have been informed of the real needs of the
Assyrian refugees and other needy Assyrians in
some parts of the world at these times of hardship
which is surfacing since the end of the Gulf War.

Migration Institute of Australia

On Thursday, February 10, 1994 our Federation
was the only organization invited to the annual
A.G.M. and Conference of M.I.A. The President of
the Federation, Mr. Rami Dinkha, was our repre-
sentative at the all-day meeting. I am glad to report
that our Federation has become officially a member
of the Migration Institute of Australia.

Commonwealth War Graves Commission —
England

The Federation, with the assistance of Mr. John
Isaac, wrote to the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission in the United Kingdom seeking the
location, dates and countries where our Assyrians
fought and died in the Second World War (the Assy-
rian Paratroops Company of the Royal Air Force
Levies (Iraq). So far we have obtained information
about two War Cemeteries:

1. Phaleron War Cemetery in Athens, Greece.
Four members of the force were buried fifty years
ago.

2. Bart War Cemetery in Italy. Three members of
the force were buried fifty years ago. At this stage
we have received some answers, and soon more
details will be forthcoming.

19th World-Wide A.U.A. Congress in U.S.A.

The Assyrian Australian National Federation,
Inc. had sent a delegate to the 1992 Assyrian
National Convention which is regularly organised
by the Assyrian American National Federation, Inc.
Mr. Shimon Haddad was our first delegate, and Mr.
Younatan Afarin was our delegate at the 1993 State
Convention in California, U.S.A.; and for the 19th
World-Wide Assyrian Universal Alliance and State
Convention, which took place in May 1994 in the
Turlock-Modesto area, Mr. Shmouel Warda was
the official delegate of the Federation. He suggested
to the Congress that it is imperative that A.U.A.
take steps to bring about unity of all six Assyrian
Federations in the free world. These Federations
represent 80% of the Assyrian organizations and
people.

In this international Congress we met three dele-
gates (2 men, 1 woman) from the International
Association of Assyrians in Russia, known as
LAROS. This Federation is also in contact with our
Federation for all Assyrian needs that arise, to work
together and have cultural exchanges through our
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Assyrian radio programs, magazines, newspapers,
etc.

61st Annual Federation Convention in San
Jose, U.S.A.

The National Executive Board of this Federation
received an official invitation from the President of
the Assyrian American National Federation, Inc. to
attend the 61st Annual Convention in San Jose,
California. Mr. Shimon Haddad was elected as a
delegate to attend the Convention.

Federation’s Representative to Iran

The National Executive Board resolved to have
Mr. Edward Isaac represent our Federation in a
meeting with the Assyrian Council of Tehran and
with the Assyrian Member of Parliament, the Hon.
Shimshoon Maghsoodpour M.P. Mr. Isaac was for
two years a member of the National Executive
Board and has been working to assist and streng-
then the aims of the Federation. We wish him the
best and a happy trip to Iran and to also meet his
parents and relatives on his visit.

Meeting with Minister on July 19, 1994

The Federation delegation of nine persons with
our legal adviser and the local Government Counse-
lor Anwar Khoshaba, who is also adviser to the
Federation, met with the Minister for Immigration
and Ethnic Affairs, Senator Nick Bolkus, to discuss
issues concerning the Assyrian Community in Aus-
tralia and Assyrian refugees stranded overseas.
Our legal advisor, Miss Suzy David, had prepared a
lengthy report which was presented to the Minister
expressing our needs when the government immi-
gration policy for the September 1994-1995 starts.

The Federation’s VIP Dinner

The National Executive Board resolved last
month to extend an official invitation to His Grace
Bishop Mar Meelis Zia Diocese of Australia inviting
His Holiness Mar Dinkha IV and all the Church
Prelates while in Australia, for the Assyrian
Church of the East Synod Meeting for the first time
in Australia. The Federation is very proud to state
that the VIP dinner took place on August 3, 1994 in
our Assyrian Australian Association Nineveh Club.
In attendance were also the National Executive
Board members, all the Affiliate Organisation Com-
mittee members, the Federation’s Standing Com-
mittees, the Assyrian Church parish committee, a
few guests and spouses.



Union School Teachers Honored in Chicago

by Solomon (Sawa) Selomon

Former Royal Air Force Habbaniya Union School
students held a dinner/dance party in Chicago on
October 14, 1994, in honor of the surviving teachers
of the school. The function took place at the Radis-
son Hotel in Lincolnwood, Illinois, and was hosted
by the organizing committee, namely Ben Yalda,
Sargon Aboona, John Rehana, Odisho Warda and
Zacharia O. Zacharia. The eight teachers honored
were Albert Babilla, Dinkha George, Jane Rizk,
Nanajan Badal, Nanajan Yaedgar, Regina Michael,
Vergin Sargon and Yonan Orahim.

Ben Yalda welcomed the audience and stated that
only four teachers were able to attend — Jane,
Albert, Vergin and Yonan. Other guests from out-
side the Chicago area were Raabi Albert and Jane
Bahilla (Turlock, CA), Khawa and Arnold Pierce
(England), Mariam Babilla (San Francisco, CA),
Mikhael and Rakhi Malik (San Francisco, CA),
Aprim Warda (Turlock, CA), Evelyn Odisho (Tur-
lock, CA), Sharlet and Phillip Suleiman (New York),
and Malik Gewargis and his wife from Iraq. Other
teachers and students were remembered with a
moment of silence, including William J. Jacob (son
of RaabiYacoub Bet Yacoub)of California and Paul
N. Benjamin of Vancouver, Canada.

Dancing to the music of Zoh-
rab DJ.

Following dinner, Betty Aiwaz sang Assyrian
National songs, accompanied by Sargon Yalda on
the piano. This was followed by dancing. After the
presentation of awards Raabi Lucy Gewargis read a
poem she had composed about the Habhaniya expe-
rience. Sarhadon Ibrahim, a second generation
Assyrian, then spoke of early Habbaniva activities.
Video tape and commemorative mugs of this event
are available.

To reflect on some past related events, on June 4,
1989 a remembrance gathering was held at Mar
Gewargis Church hall in Chicago to honor the
memory of Raabi Yacoub Bet Yacoub, scholar, poet,
writer and dramatist. The event was attended by
200 guests. Chicago hosted the First Ex-Habbaniya
Union School Reunion which was held at the
McCormick Center Hotel. The dinner/dance party
was attended by 350 guests from around the world.
Details of this function appeared in a previous issue
of the Nineveh magazine by Mikhael K. Pius.

The Second Reunion of the Habbaniya Union
School Students is scheduled for the first week of
September 1995 in Chicago.

Ovrganizers of the event — L to r:
Sargon Aboona
Odisho Warda
Ben Yalda
Zacharia O. Zacharia
John Rehana




Jane Rizk awarded plague by Sargon Aboona. To Albert Babilla (left) awarded plague by Zacharia
the right is Odisho Warda. Zacharia.

Yonan Orahim (left) awarded plague by John Rehana. nggiﬂ Sargon awarded plaque by Odisho

Lucy Gewargis reads a poem about Habbaniya experience. To the
right is Zachavia O. Zacharia.
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CHILDHOOD REMINISCENCES
by Eshaya H. Isaac

I was born in a small town not far from Kiev, the
capital of the Ukraine, formerly the Soviet Union.

My parents went to Russia during the Assyrian
exodus from their homeland in Turkey and Iran,
which was a consequence of World War 1.

Assyrians, being a Christian nation, always
looked upon Russia as their protectors, especially in
time of crisis. The Assyrians never harmed or mol-
ested their Moslem neighbors — it was the other
way around.

During the Great War, Russia was fighting
against the Ottoman Empire. The Turks pretended
that their Christian subjects would be disloyal and
might side with Russia. Talat Pasha proclaimed a
massacre of the Christians, and in particular the
Armenians.

Russia was therefore kind enough to open its
doors to thousands of refugees. Had the Czar not
been assassinated, and the evil Communism not
surfaced in 1917, most, if not all, Assyrians would
have gone to Russia. So the tragedy and hardships
that they eventually faced would not have existed.

The Assyrians in Russia were well treated and
not discriminated against. They were free todoany
kind of work. Their children enrolled in schools and
other institutes of learning.

I do remember doctors and nurses visiting us at
home from time to time and checking on our health.
All this was done at no cost to us. There was no
hustle and bustle about insurance and health care
plans. The children and grandchildren of the Assy-
rian refugees attained professional status, becom-
ing engineers, lawyers, doctors, and held high
ranks in the military. And yet, many Assyrians
were nostalgic and desired to return to their home-
land, Iran. Turkey did not accept its subjects. The
Russians disliked the idea of Assyrians leaving the
Soviet Union.

I was six years old when my parents left for Iran
in the early 1930’s. There was nothing to do in the
villages, except farming and sheep-herding. Life
was difficult because the land was owned by Mos-
lem landlords. Soin the mid-1930’s we left Iran and
went to Iraq. We had heard rumors that the British
were establishing a national home in Iraq for the
Assyrians to compensate for their lost land. If Mr.
Balfour was able to declare a national home for the
Jews, [ am certain another British Prime Minister
could have done the same at that time.

InIraq, welived in Hinaidi Station: Levies Camp,
Khatun Camp, and then Marata Lines. In Marata
Lines, we were the neighbors of Josemose, son of
Shamasha Yoseph. That was the only family that
my parents knew from the old days of Mar Bishu.

I enrolled in Raabi Espania’s school, a subsidiary
of the Union School, in the central labor camp,
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Hinaidi. I was a quiet and obedient student, and had
no problems with my studies. Sometimes I was
threatened by older students for slapping one of
their cheeks for misspelling a word.

We left Marata Lines and settled in the central
labor camp,Hinaidi, until we moved to Habbaniya
Station. I commenced studying in the Union School
in Hinaidi, which was run by the late Raabi Yacoub.
Although I was in this new school, I continued
playing football for Marata Lines school.

I remember after one of the games, Raabi Espa-
nia, while riding on his bicycle, came to me and said:
“If youdon’t pay the 20 fils that you owe for a book, I
will have you expelled from the school!” I told him:
“When my father receives his wages from NAAFI, I
will pay yvou the amount that T owe.”

Before I conclude, I would like to apologize to
Mikhael (Minashi) K. Pius for an incident that hap-
pened at Habbaniya in 1939. It was a July school
commencement day. We used to prepare nearly a
month ahead for that evening of songs, poems, ora-
tions, and so on. [t was in the morning and Raabi
Albert A. Babilla told us, “Let us play putting the
shot.” When my turn came, instead of throwing it
forward, my arm twisted and the shot went at an
angle toward Minashi. He had time only to cover his
head with his arms. We immediately brought cold
water and poured it on him. Thank God he was in
good shape. I was saddened, frightened and des-
pised myself. Why should this have happened to
such a nice and decent person, especially when our
fathers were friends and worked for the same estab-
lishment (NAAFI).

That evening, when the principal, the late Raabi
Yacoub, called my name to deliver my oration
(Truthfulness), I ascended the stage with a broken
heart. Imanaged to do what was required of me, but
all my mind was focused on what happened that
morning.

1995 Board of Directors of The
Assyrian Foundation of America
At a general membership meeting on December

11, 1994, the following officers were reelected to the
Board of Directors:

President...............c ... Martin Jacob
Vice-President .............. Charles Yonan
Secrefary.. oo, Germaine Badal
Treasurer ......o.oueuun.. Julius N. Shabbas
Chair, Membership........... Linda Schwat

Nathan T. Nasseri
Sargon W. Shabbas

Chair, Education........
Chair, Soctal . ..........



THE TRAVELS OF MARCO POLO
Manuel Komrof (Ed.)

CONCERNING THE CAPTURE AND DEATH OF THE KHALIF OF BALDACH,
AND THE MIRACULOUS REMOVAL OF A MOUNTAIN.

The above-mentioned khalif, who is understood
to have amassed greater treasures than had ever
been possessed by any other sovereign, perished
miserably under the following circumstances.! At
the period when the Tartar princes began to extend
their dominion, there were amongst them four
brothers, of whom the eldest, named Mangu, reigned
in the royal seat of the family. Having subdued the
country of Cathay, and other districts in that quar-
ter, they were not satisfied, but coveting further
territory, they conceived the idea of universal
empire, and proposed that they should divide the
world amongst them. With this object in view, it
was agreed that one of them should proceed to the
east, that another should make conquests in the
south, and that the other two should direct their
operations against the remaining quarters. The
southern portion fell to the lot of Ulad, who assem-
bled a vast army, and having subdued the provinces
through which his route lay, proceeded in the year
1255 to the attack of this city of Baldach. Being
aware, however, of its great strength and the prodi-
gious number of its inhabitants, he trusted rather
to stratagem than to force for its reduction, and in
order to deceive the enemy with regard to the
number of his troops, which consisted of a hundred
thousand horse, besides foot soldiers, he posted one
division of his army on the one side, another divi-
sion on the other side of the approach to the city, in
such a manner as to be concealed by a wood, and
placing himself at the head of the third, advanced
boldly to within a short distance of the gate. The
khalif made light of a force apparently so inconsid-
erable, and confident in the efficacy of the usual
Mahometan ejaculation, thought of nothing less
than its entire destruction, and for that purpose
marched out of the city with his guards; but as soon
as Ulan perceived his approach, he feigned to
retreat before him, until by this means he had
drawn him beyond the wood where the other div-
isions were posted. By the closing of these from both
sides, the army of the khalif was surrounded and
broken, himself was made prisoner, and the city
surrendered to the conqueror. Upon entering it,
Ulaa discovered, to his great astonishment, a tower
filled with gold. He called the khalif before him, and
after reproaching him with his avarice, that pre-
vented him from employing his treasures in the
formation of an army for the defence of his capital
against the powerful invasion with which it had
long been threatened, gave orders for his being shut
up in this same tower, without sustenance; and
there, in the midst of his wealth, he soon finished a
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miserable existence.

Ijudge that our Lord Jesus Christ herein thought
proper to avenge the wrongs of his faithful Chris-
tians, so abhorred by this khalif. From the time of
his accession in 1225, his daily thoughts were
employed on the means of converting to his religion
those who resided within his dominions, or, upon
their refusal, in forming pretences for putting them
to death. Consulting with his learned men for this
purpose, they discovered a passage in the Gospel
where it is said: “If ye have faith as a grain of
mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain,
Remove hence to yonder place, and it shall remove,”
(upon prayer to that effect addressed to the Divine
Majesty); and being rejoiced at the discovery, per-
suaded as he was that the thing was utterly impos-
sible, he gave orders for assembling all the Nesto-
rian and Jacobite Christians who dwelt in Baghdad,
and who were very numerous. To these the ques-
tion was propounded, whether they believed all that
is asserted in the text of their Gospel to be true, or
not. They made answer that it was true. “Then,”
said the khalif, “if it be true, let us see which of you
will give the proof of his faith; for certainly if there
is not to be found one amongst you who possesses
even so small a portion of faith in his Lord, as to be
equal to a grain of mustard, I shall be justified in
regarding you, henceforth, as a wicked, reprobate,
and faithless people. [ allow you therefore ten days,
before the expiration of which you must either,
through the power of Him whom you worship,
remove the mountain now before you, or embrace
the law of our prophet; in either of which cases you
will be safe; but otherwise you must all expect to
suffer the most cruel deaths.” The Christians,
acquainted as they were with his merciless disposi-
tion, as well as his eagerness to despoil them of their
property, upon hearing these words, trembled for
their lives; but nevertheless, having confidence in
their Redeemer, that He would deliver them from
their peril, they held an assembly and deliberated
on the course they ought to take. None other pres-
ented itself than that of imploring the Divine Being
to grant them the aid of His mercy. To obtain this,
every individual, great and small, prostrated him-
self night and day upon the earth, shedding tears
profusely, and attending to no other occupation
than that of prayer to the Lord. When they had thus
persevered during eight days, a divine revelation
came at length, in adream, to a bishop of exemplary
life, directing him to proceed in search of a certain
shoemaker (whose name is not known) having only
one eye, whom he should summon to the mountain,



as a person capable of effecting its removal, through
the divine grace. Having found the shoemaker and
made him acquainted with the revelation, he rep-
lied that he did not feel himself worthy of the under-
taking, his merits not being such as to entitle him to
the reward of such abundant grace. Importuned,
however, by the poor terrified Christians, he at
length assented. It should be understood that he
was a man of strict morals and pious conversation,
having his mind pure and faithful to his God, regu-
larly attending the celebration of the mass and
other divine offices, fervent in works of charity, and
rigid in the observance of fasts. It once happened to
him, that a handsome young woman who came to
his shop in order to be fitted with a pair of slippers,
in presenting her foot, accidentally exposed a part
of her leg, the beauty of which excited in him a
momentary concupiscence; but recollecting him-
self, he presently dismissed her, and calling to mind
the words of the Gospel, where 1t is said, “If thine
eye offend thee, pluck it out and cast it from thee;
foritis better toenter the kingdom of God with one
eye, than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire,”
he immediately, with an instrument of his trade,
scooped out his right eye; evincing by that act,
beyond all doubt, the excellence of his faith.

The appointed day being arrived, divine service
was performed at an early hour, and a solemn pro-
cession was made to the plain where the mountain
stood, the holy cross being borne in front. The
khalif likewise, in the conviction of its proving a
vain ceremony on the part of the Christians, chose
to be present, accompanied by a number of his
guards, for the purposing of destroying them in the
event of failure. Here the pious artisan, kneeling
before the cross, and lifting up his hands to heaven,
humbly besought his Creator that he would com-
passionately look down upon earth, and for the
glory and excellence of his name, as well as for the
support and confirmation of the Christian faith,
would lend assistance to his people in the accomp-
lishment of the task imposed upon them, and thus
manifest his power to the revilers of his law. Having
concluded his prayer, he cried with a loud voice: “In
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, I
command thee, O mountain, to remove thyself!”
Upon these words being uttered, the mountain
moved, and the earth at the same time trembled in a
wonderful and alarming manner. The khalif and all
those by whom he was surrounded, were struck
with terror, and remained in a state of stupefaction.
Many of the latter became Christians, and even the
khalif secretly embraced Christianity, always wear-
ing a cross concealed under his garment, which
after his death was found upon him; and on this
account it was that they did not entomb him in the
shrine of his predecessors. In commemoration of
this singular grace bestowed upon them by God, all
the Christians, Nestorians, and Jacobites, from that
time forth have continued to celebrate in a solemn
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manner the return of the day on which the miracle
took place; keeping a fast also on the vigil.?

Submitted by Yosip G. Mirza.
NOTES

1. Mostasem Billah, the last of the Abbassite khalifs of
Baghdad, began to veign in 1242, and was put to death
in 1258. His characler was that of a weak, indolent,
voluptuous, and af the same time avaricious prince, who
neglected the duties of his government, and committed
them fo the hands of a wicked minister, by whom he was
at length betrayed fo his mortal enemy.

2. The pretended miracle is heve move minutely detailed
than in other versions, and the Latin text states it to have
laken place at Tauris, and notf at Baghdad, although
that would have been inconsistent with the presence of
the khalif. [The early Latin text says itoccurred in 1275,
“inter Baldach et Mesul’’; and the French text agvees
with it.]

Editor’s Notes:

1. Mavrco Polowas born in Veniceitn 1254, and at age
17 he journeved with his father and uncle into
China by the overland roule arriving fo the court of
Emperor Kublai Khan n 1275. Young Marco
became a favorite of the Khan and was employed by
him on missions throughout his kingdom.

Marco Polo was the first European traveller to
cross the entire continent of Asia and name the
counltries and provinces in their proper consecutive
order, leaving a vecord of what he saw and heard.,
In his book, known in English as The Travels of
Marco Polo, ke deals with land reforms, animals,
plants, manufacture, inventions, customs, gov-
ernments, and religions. Mavco Polo vemained in
China for twenty years. In his travels, Marco Polo
found Nestorian (Assyrian Church of the East)
Christians in Samarkand (District in Uzbekis-
tan), Kashgar and Yarkand (cities in Sinkiang-
Chinese Turkistan), Chichintalas (identified with
Urumisi), in the kingdom of Tangut and especially
in the towns of Sachau and Kanchau, in the pro-
vince of Tenduc (i.e., the Turkish tribe of Ongiit)
and the cities of the east of if, as well as in Manchu-
ria and the countries bordering on Covea. He also
mentions Christians in the province of Yun-nan
which borders on Burma, and in the city of Chin-
kiang-fu on the Yangise River, and many others.

2. The Assyrian Church wmission reached China
around A.D. 635 during the patriarchate of Ishu-
yahb II (A.D. 628-43) of Gedala. At this time
Tai-Tsung (A.D. 627-49) was the Emperor, and
gave special ovders for the propagation of the true
Scriptures, and during his successor Kao Tsung
(A.D. 650-83) many Christian monasieries were
Jfounded in the provinces. Gradually, the Assyrian
Church mission spread to the neighboring coun-
tries. And at the beginning of the eleventh century
the power of the Assyrian Church Patriavch ex-
tended from China to the Tigris and from Lake
Baikal to Cape Comorin.



Pioneers From the East and West
Al Khoury Elias Al-Chaldani
FIRST PERSON FROM THE ORIENT TO VISIT THE NEW WORLD#*

We are pleased and proud to start this series with
an adventurist traveller of our Chaldean kin who
preceded all who journeyed from the Orient to the
New World in circumstances in which travel to this
strange world was an impossibility not only for
people from the Orient but also for the majority of
the inhabitants of Europe itself.

One of the characteristics of which the Chaldean
people can be proud is ambition, the spirit of adven-
ture and a zest for danger to explore the depths of
the unknown and to seek freedom and a happy life
in different parts of the world, while forever main-
taining close ties to and warm affection for the
beloved home country.

Historical remains show us that the Chaldeans
infiltrated into the unknown parts of the world up
to the furthest borders of China. What is not known
except by a very few, however, is that a Chaldean
clergy by the name of Khoury Elias was the first
Chaldean, or rather the first Iraqi or oriental person
to visit the American continent in the latter half of
the 17th century.

In the year 1668 Khoury Elias left the city of
Baghdad for Jerusalem. After spending a period of
time in Aleppo, he travelled by sea from the port of
Iskandarun to Venice in Italy, and from there to
France and Spain. Finally, sailing from Spain,
through the Canary Islands, he reached Venezuela
in South America after 55 years. He travelled in
Panama, the western parts of South America,
Colombia, Peru, Bolivia, upper Argentina and Chile.
From the latter he returned to Lima, the capital of
Peru where, 1n 1680, he recorded the first part of his
journey. He soon left for Mexico and other countries
of South America, and then returned to Spain and
finally Italy where he had an audience with the
Holy Father in Rome.

Khoury Elias did not mention a specific reason
for his journey. It 1s probable that the purpose was
to collect donations, especially since the countries
he visited were of the Catholic faith, to which the
Khour: belonged.

News of this journey were discovered by Father
Anton Rabbat Al-Yassui'i who found a manuscript
describing the journey at the bishopric of the Syrian
Catholics in Aleppo. He published it in the Al-
Mashriq journal under the title “The Journey of the
First Oriental to America.” It is to be mentioned
that Dr. Philip Hitti, Professor of Oriental History
at Princeton University, USA, confirmed the re-
ports of the journey. Dr. Hitt: is an authority in
history, and in his confirmation exists no doubt.

The late Bishop Yusuf Babana, in his book

29

“Alkosh Through History,” pp. 144-145, provides
us with additional information on the personality of
the adventurist cleric Elias Al-Chaidani. He states
that this traveller was priest Elias, the son of priest
Hanna of the house of Ammon and of the patriar-
chal family of Aboona which had taken Alkosh as
its base. He also states that the traveller was the
nephew of Patriarch Elias VIII. Bishop Babana adds
that the priest Elias travelled abroad three times,
two of them to Rome, the second of which was in
1693 when he published his book ‘“‘Bustan Al-
Hayat” (The Garden of Life), a book of Chaldean
ritual prayers. He also wrote books on language,
and had writings in philosophy, theology, law and
history.

*Al-Marwan periodical, January 1986, p. 17
Submitted by Savgon Aboona, Skokie, IL

Congratulations to Almas Aboona

L to v: Marshall Massi, Commassion Chairman,;
Mayor Jacqueline Gorell; Almas and Sargon Aboona.

Congratulations are in order to Almas Aboona of
Skokie, Minois for being selected as a recipient of
Skokie’s Annual Property Owners Certificate of
Appreciation given annually by the Improvement
and Beautification Commission to Skokie property
owners who have maintained their property in an
exceptional manner.

Accompanied by her husband, Sargon Aboona,
Almas was presented with the award in a ceremony
held on November 10, 1994 at the Village Hall.
Almas Aboona has previously received this award
in 1985 and 1989.

Submitted by Ben Yalda, Des Plaines, IL



Are We Helping All of our Needy Assyrians?
by Mikhael K. Pius

An Assyrian in Baghdad recently appealed to his
clansmen in California for financial aid. His appeal
was on behalf of a bne-maata of his, a 65-year-old
retired man in Kirkuk who was in dire financial
trouble, mostly due to harsh economic conditions
prevailing in the country.

He wrote that the man gets a government pension
of 200 Traqi dinars a month, which is not even
enough to buy one kilo of meat! But to supplement
his meager income he drives his old private car
around town as a taxi.

After along childless first marriage, he wrote, the
man has now a son, ten vears old, by a second
marriage. But the boy is suffering from a deficiency
of calcium in his body, and his father cannot afford
to even buy him the milk that the doctor has
prescribed.

And to make matters even worse for him, all four
wheels were stolen from his car one night! They
were worth 80,000 dinars! He raised 40,000 dinars
by selling his two carpets and managed to borrow
another 40,000 dinars from relatives and friends to
replace the wheels and thus help him to survive.
But he needs to repay his debt!

If T could help him, wrote the correspondent —
who is a government-employed engineer — [ would
not have written you. The salary I am getting is not
enough to feed my family of five for even one week.
But thank Geod, I am doing some extra work to
overcome the severe economic conditions my coun-
try is facing. Please try to help him!

Two hundred dollars were donated by four per-
sons and promptly sent to the strapped Bune-maata.

Among the known needy Assyrians in Baghdad
there is an 85-year-old widow with a 53-year-old
blind son. The son used to make their living by
playing music in a band, but he is no longer able to
get work and the two have no income of any kind.
Their only hope of survival rests on a small circle of
relatives in this country, who make and send them
a small collective donation once in a while.

Recently, Qaasha Oushana Kaanon of Mar Zaia
Assyrian Church of the East in Modesto announced
during his homily that an Assyrian mother had died
in Baghdad, leaving four children orphaned. Her
death was due to malnutrition caused by lack of
food because she had denied herself of the little food
she could get in order to feed her children. Quaasha
Oushana appealed for donations for the four or-
phans. Seven hundred dollars were contributed by
the congregation!

Someone who returned from a three-week visit to
Baghdad said he saw so much misery among our
Ass?zrian people that he wished he hadn’t made the
trip!
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As we all know, Armenians, like Jews, are much
concerned about and organized in helping their own
people. There aren’t many Armenians remaining in
Iraq today, but those who live there are taken care
of by Armenian relatives and organizations in this
country. Ample financial aid and basic commodities
to needy Armenians in Baghdad are distributed
through their church. It is said that there are Assy-
rians who are so desperate that they stand in front
of the Armenian Church and allege they are Armen-
ians in order to get a handout!

These are just a few examples of the impover-
ished existence of some of our people in Baghdad,
Kirkuk, Mosul and other towns in Iraq, as well as
those stranded in Jordan, are leading now, not to
mention other desperate ones who resort to dishon-
orable “work’” in order to survive!

And did you happen to watch, on an Assyrian TV
video program on north Iraq, Nahrain Sanharib, a
pretty little smiling girl from the village of Hazna,
dutifully scouring pots and pans on a rock by a
stream while appealing to a/{ her Assyrian people
abroad to help her get treatment for a hole in her
heart? Her innocent face, cheery appeal, and lively
busyness was delightful to watch and yet heart-
breaking, because she might not live long without
corrective surgery in the West.

I know most of us are kind and generous and try
to help out our needy relatives, as well as make
donations, through our organized relief groups, to
impoverished Assyrians, especially to those in
northern Iraq — who also receive assistance from
the non-Assyrian relief agencies — and who come
under the umbrella of our major political groups.
But what about those needy ones who have no such
benefits, particularly those in the cities south of the
36th parallel? Are we, as a people, doing anything to
alleviate their misery? Are our wealthy Assyrian
individuals shouldering their fair share of the
burden? And are our Assyrian organizations and
political parties doing as much as they allege they
do?

As most of us know, conditions in [raq are now
very harsh. Inflation is incredible, and as a result
the cost of living is very high — and still skyrocket-
ing! And in addition to this, food and medicines and
all other kinds of commodities are very scarce;
employment has hit rock bottom and business
opportunities are extremely limited. Inflation has
shrunk the Iraqi dinar so severely that some peo-
ple’s one-month salary is hardly more than enough
tofeed a family for a few days at open market prices!
Were it not for the government’s rationed sale of a
few staple items at low prices, the prevailing
hunger in the country would have turned to ram-



pant starvation, though malnutrition is not un-
common now, plaguing many people, particularly
children, because the food they are able to get is
simply not good enough, in either quantity or qual-
ity, to sustain their bodies. And this sad general
situation is mostly caused by the embargo on
imports, and the restrictions on the sale of oil,
imposed on Iraq by the United Nations as spear-
headed by the United States.

The military and government elite and the rich in
Iraq can obtain whatever they want, but life for the
middle and low income classes has become a daily
struggle for survival. In order to make just enough
money to survive, the resourceful ones latch on to
any additional work they can get — sometimes even
if dishonest or degrading! — while a few others are
lucky enough to have close relations in the Western
countries who assist them financially. But what
about the unfortunate ones who do not have rela-
tives abroad, or whose overseas relatives’ resources
are very limited and overburdened?

Can’t our organizations, our wealthy, and we
income-earning individuals, all as patriotic Assyri-
ans, rise to the challenge?

THIS COMMISSIONER A
TRUE GENTLEMAN

by Robert Freed, Staff Writer
Morton Grove Life — May 5, 1994

Shlimon (Sam) Gilliana may be the embodiment
of the best of the British colonial civil service. He's
trim, stands erect and possesses an impressive
resume. So it was hardly surprising when the
Morton Grove Village Board unanimously voted
him onto the Commission on Aging at its last board
meeting.
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It’s a subject about which the former Iraqi Rail-
ways executive undoubtedly knows a great deal.
That’s what happens when you get to be 88.

Probably the oldest of the commission’s nine
members, Gilliana caught the eye of Bud Swanson,
village director of senior citizens services, who met
him at some of the center functions in the Village
Hall. “He was interested in the community and he
has a vast realm of experience,” Swanson said.
“He’s an intriguing guy.”

Gilliana was born in Turkey. At age 9, he fled
with his family to Iran and then to Iraq when the
Turks slaughtered Armenians and Assyrians — his
ethnic group — by the millions. He spent three
yearsin a refugee camp. In 1923, Gilliana joined the
railway as a clerk when the system was still under
English control. The British usually chose Jewish
and Christian Iraqis for administrative posts for
the railroads because they often knew English, he
sald. Gilliana was the only civilian chosen to work
with the British to control movement of troops,
materiel and Lend-Lease aid sent to the Soviet
Union from the United States via Iraq.

Along the way, Gilliana married, had six children
and received a degree from an international corres-
pondence school based in England. In 1952, he was
promoted to chief of division transport, his highest
position in the Iraqi railway system. Unfortunate-
ly, the departure of most Iraqi Jews for Israel after
1948 made Gilliana and his fellow Christians tar-
gets for government abuse. And in 1958, when the
Iraql monarchy was toppled in a coup, the hand-
writing for the executive was on the wall.

In 1969, he and his family came to Chicago, where
for a vear Gilliana was the director of the Uptown
Chamber of Commerce. Eventually, after spending
several years in business for himself, he retired and
in 1980 moved to Morton Grove to be with his son
and daughter.

The Commission on Aging is engaged in three
main projects: coordinating reminiscence inter-
views for seniors, sending out the senior citizen
newsletter and making reminder telephone calls for
blood drives. “TI'm interested in social work and I
want to pass the time, too,” he said. “I'm an old man
but I still want to work.”

“In their day, the Assyrians were the
shepherd-dogs of civilization. The great
majority of their wars were wars of civiliza-
tion, either to bring within the range of cul-
tural influences savage tribes or to hold back
these savage tribes from destroying the thin
line of civilization in the Fertile Crescent.”

A. T. Olmstead



HABBANIYA UNION SCHOOL
STUDENTS' REUNION

Three years have passed since the first Habbaniya Union School Students’ Reunion was held in
Chicago in September 1992. All those who attended will recall the tremendous success and the golden
opportunity of having such a large number of our folks, from all over the world, gathering under one
roof, after some fifty years. We all got carried away by opening a tremendous outpour of sentimental
camaraderie. All voiced their feelings and support towards having such gatherings repeated at suitable
intervals in whatever country that can access the largest number of attendants and logistics capability
to host such functions.

Once again the 1995 Assyrian American National Federation Convention is being held in
Chicago during the first week of September 1995. This 62nd National Convention is hosted by the
Assyrian National Foundation, and is being held in the beautiful 5-Star Sheraton Hotel in downtown
Chicago. To minimize on the support for this convention and the prime time, the Habbaniya Union
School Students' Committee, after lengthy deliberations, endorsed and bravely embarked upon
cranking up and rolling the wheels towards holding the Second Reunion again here in Chicago, one
evening within the first week of September 1995.

This notice is meant to let all interested know, giving ample time to plan ahead. Full and
specific details of the itinerary and program will be published in the next issue of this magazine.
Subsequently a pro forma will be made available in quantities to be distributed by or obtained from one
of the representative members of your area whose names are shown below.

God's blessings and stay healthy towards enjoying a happy 1995 year.

SARGON ABOONA JOHN B REHANA ODISHO WARDA
4435 W. Wilson Tr. 7112 N Keeler 9340 W. Weslemn
Skokie, IL 60076, USA Lincolnwood, I1. 60646, USA Des Plaines, IL 60016, USA
(708) 674-1184 (708)933 1437 {708)699 1913

BENE. YALDA ZACHARIA ZACHARIA

9350 N. Parkside Drive 769 W. Algonquin Rd.

Des Plaines, IL 60016, USA Mt. Prospect, IL 60056, USA

(708)286 7587 (708)640 7974
SHIMSHON G. DANIEL JOHN ISAAC MICHAEL K PIUS
2741 Adrian Street 240 W. Tuolumne Road 3504 Setrok Drive
Turlock, CA 95382, USA Turlock CA 95380, USA Modesto, CA 95356, USA
(209)667 7812 (209)632 9270 {209)545 4120

JOHN AGHAJAN MIRZA SHMOIL

578 Tedwyn Drive 72 Orpington Crescent

Mississauga, ONT L5A 1]% Rexdale, ONT M9V 3E6

CANADA CANADA

(416)276 4273 (416)742 5676
ANDRIOUS M. IOTYAR ENWIA WARDA DINKHA WARDA
108 Aldermey Road 84 Aldemey Road 11 Nowland Place
Slade Green, Kent DASR 2ID Slade Green, Kent DAS 2ID Abbotsbury, NSW 2176
ENGLAND ENGLAND AUSTRALIA
(44)0322 - 331711 (44)0322 - 333722 (61)2 - 823 2950
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Detail from the Assyrian Tree of Life

Assyrian Aid Society

Lifeline Pledge Project

Assyrian Tree of Life from Nimrud, ¢. 865 B.C.

The Assyrian Aid Society is a tax exempt
charitable organization dedicated to raising
humanitarian relief for Assyrians in their
ancestral homeland of Bet Nahrain (Iraq).
Relief is primarily channeled through the
Assyrian Aid and Social Society, Iraq,
which is an Assyran charity organized and
operating in the U.N. protected areas of
Northern Irag. Aid is distributed to all
needy Assyrians irrespective of church,
tribal or regional affiliations.

Assyrian Aid Society

41 Sutter Street, Suite #1534
San Francisco, Ca. 94104
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Assyrian Aid Society

LIFELINE PLEDGE PROJECT

Assyrians in Bet Nahrain (Iraq) are suffering and
in need of help from themr brothers and sisters
abroad. The international boycott since the Gulf
War, and the repression of the Baghdad
dictatorship, has imposed tremendous hardships
on the Iragi people, and our Assyrian people in
particular. The economy is stagnant, inflation is
rampant {300% since the war) and there is scarcity
of food, medicine and shelter.

JOIN THE LIFELINE PLEDGE

It’s time for all of us to help. We urge you to
make a one year LIFELINE PLEDGE of $15 or
more per menth. You can start your pledge today
by sending us your pledge card. Here are some
of the projects your Lifeline Pledge will support:

Medical Relief: Hard living conditions are
putting our people at risk of contagious diseases,
especially the children and the elderly. Medicine
is scarce and very expensive. Assyrian Aid
Society is sending medical relief to be distributed
free to our people. The first shipment arrived in
March, 1994. Another ton of medicine and por-
table operating tables will arrive in May, 1994.
We must regularly replenish these medicines.

Rebuilding Villages: 200 Assyrian villages
have been destroved since 1974, Assyrian Aid
Society donations are used to rebuild houses,
schools and the infrastructure (roads, water supply
systems, electricity, etc.) Qur people are
reclaiming and rebuilding these villages. We must
not allow these villages to be erased from the map.
They are our roots and heritage.




Orphanage: An orphanage for 37 children has been
established in Northern Iraq. There are more orphans
that need to be housed, fed and educated. Assyrian
Aid Society donations help run this orphanage.

Family Cash Stipends: Needy families are given
monthly cash stipends, particularly where the
breadwinner 1s deceased or a political prisoner. The
number of such families is increasing daily, as savings
are depleted and jobs are lost in a collapsing economy.
The stipend often determines whether the family will
have food on the table or not.

Supporting Agriculture: Agriculture is the life
blood of our villages, especially in these difficult imes.
Assyrian Aid Society donations have been used to buy
tractors that rotate between villages, to distribute tons
of seeds for planting, to dig wells and rehabilitate de-
stroyed springs, to rebuild irrigation ditches, and to dis-
tribute thousands of shovels, sickles and axes. The ag-
ricultural support program is intended to fill farmers’
needs to raise food for the winter and generate income,
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Student Aid: Assyrian Aid Society donations
have been used to supply young school children
with school needs, from pencils to uniforms. Also,
college students living away from home in Arbil
and Suleimania are housed in men’s and women’s
dormitories. Buses have been secured to transport
these collegians to and from their campuses.
Without this support, these students must either quit
college, or travel abroad, seeking work to support
theireducation. These are our future generations.
We must help educate them and encourage them
fo stay in the homeland.

Cottage Industries: Assyrian Aid Society
donations support new cottage industries being
developed to find employment for our people. A
sewing project has been started to supply women
with sewing machines, supplies and training to
produce garments for the local markets. The
income is kept by the women to support their
families. Other cottage industries are in the
planning stages and are in need of funding.

Please help us continue and expand these
projects. Help our people help themselves.

Join the Lifeline Pledge today!



Assyrian Aid Society
41 Sutter Street

Suite #1534

San Francisco, Ca. 94104

Help our people help themselves.
Join the Lifeline Pledge today!

[ ] Yes,Iwant to make atax deductible contribution for our Assyrian people. I understand that this is
12 monthly installments automatically charged to my credit card.

[] Yes, Iwantto volunteer to help the Assyrian Aid Society. Please contact me.

Charge my: ] MasterCard ] Visa
Card No. Exp. Datc N\
Monthly Donation
Signature Date [] $15.00
Name (Please print) ] $25.00
O $50.00
Address Other
J/
City State Zip

A Human Interest Story

“Please Help Me Heal My Heart!”

. . is the appeal Nahrain Sanharib, the
pretty little smiling girl, is making from the rav-
aged village of Hazna in North Irag. The picture
was reproduced by Yosip Pius from a frozen frame
from Mesopotamian Hour TV program of Modesto,
Calif. While dutifully scouring pots and pans upon a
rock by a stream, she was petitioning you and me
and everyone else to help her get corrective treat-
ment for a hole in her heart, specialized treatment
that is impossible for her to get in today’s Iraq. Her
innocent face, cheery appeal, and lively busyness
was delightful to watch, and yet heart-breaking,
because Nahrain might not live long with the heart
condition she has!

Couldn’t our Assyrian powers that be show their
effectiveness and bring Nahrain’s case to the atten-
tion of appropriate authorities or humanitarian
agencies in an effort to bring her over here for
corrective surgery? They might not only save the
life of a beautiful and apparently courageous little
girl but possibly the life of an Assyrian woman who
might turn out to be, in future, a worthwhile
investment for herself, her family, and our nation!

Submitted by Mikhael K. Pius
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SHAMERAN ORAHA

Realtor Associate

® For the Assyrian Community’s Real Estate
needs in the San Francisco & Daly City area.

e Flexible & Reasonable Commission Rates.
e Associated with a long time established firm.
Call me today for a FREE evaluation of your property

BARBAGELATA COMPANY

415-566-1112

Governor Jim Edgar of Illinois was recently presented with
a certificate of award from the Assyrian American National

Federation. The members of the Federation commended Gov- I am still a refugee, homeless

ernor Edgar for his dedication and service to the Assyrian barely enough food to éurvive. M;;

Community of llinois. , , home, my Church destroyed —

Left to right: Yatroum Zia, President; Governor Edgay; uprooted from my ancestral land,

Ben Toma; and Glen Younan. Bet Nahrain. Won’t you give us a
hand!!
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IN MEMORIAM
Reverend Sargon Y. Ibraham

Reverend Sargon Ibraham, son of Youarash and
LydiaIbraham , passed away on November 15, 1994
in Lynn, Massachusetts at age 55. He was born on
February 2, 1929 in Baghdad, Iraq. Both of his
grandparents were preachers and teachers of re-
nown in their Assyrian community.

After atending American missionary schools,
both Protestant and Roman Catholic, he obtained a
four-year scholarship to Springfield College, Spring-
field, MA where he graduated with honors in 1952.
He was active both in Christian student activities
and the International Relations Club. His Christian
faith led him to the ministry. He received a three-
year scholarship to Yale University Divinity School,
graduating in 1955, and was ordained a Methodist
minister in Maryland by Bishop Bromley Oxnam
the same year. His first appointment was marked
by increasing membership threefold in his three
yvears there. He went to Massachusetts where he
served as pastor of a number of churches.

He obtained his Master’s Degree in Islamic Stu-
dies at Hartford Seminary Foundation. He took
courses also at Harvard, Boston University and the
University of Maryland, as well as refresher courses
with the Archbishop of Canterbury summer ses-
sion in England, and other study and educational
tours throughout Europe and the Orient, and often
gave slide lectures of these trips. He was also a
broadcaster, columnist, writer and lecturer on the
Middle East and Islam.

Rev. Ibraham was well-respected and lauded in
the communities he served, including his congrega-
tions, colleagues, and community leaders, and
served in various capacities on important commis-
sions of the New England United Methodist Con-
ference. The Boston Globe on February 14, 1968
called him “one of New England’s leading Metho-
dist Clergymen . . .” He also won recognition from
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the Congress of the United States, and both houses
of the Common wealth of Massachusetts. He is
listed in Who's Who in American Religion and Who's
Who in Methodism.

Rev. Ibraham is survived by his wife Joyce of
Lynn, MA; a son David; and two daughters, Alice
and Joy; his mother Lydia of Turlock, CA; a sister
Lucrece de Matran of England; and a brother Niniv
of Monterey, CA.

A memorial service was held on November 27,
1994 at the Assyrian Congregation Church in Tur-
lock and officiated by Rev. Samuel Eshagh.

Eshaya D’Mayr Shimun

Eshaya D’Mar Shimun, son of Zia and Elishwa
D’Mar Shimun, born on August 18, 1924 in Mosul,
Iraq, passed away on October 3, 1994 in San Fran-
cisco, Calif. at the age of 70. Eshaya was the pater-
nal nephew* of Mar Benyamin Shimun and Mar
Polus Shimun, Patriarchs of the Assyrian Church
of the East; and maternal grandson of Skarya
Kelaita (brother of Metropolitan Mar Timotheos).

When the late Patriarch Mar Eshail Shimun was
exiled by the Iraqi Government in 1933, Eshaya’s
parents were among the Mar Shimun families who
were settled by the British forces in Cyprus.

In 1942 at age 18 Eshaya joined the Cyprus Regi-
ment that was under the British and served in the
Armed Forces for six years. His father, Zia D’Mar
Shimun passed away in Cyprus. In 1951 the family
moved to England along with the Mar Shimuns,
and worked there until 1960 when they emigrated
and settled in San Francisco. While in England
Eshava was ordained Hoopa D'Yakna (sub-deacon)
by Mar Eshal Shimun. He worked for Luxor Cab
Company in San Francisco in a clerical position
until his retirement in 1986.

Eshaya was a dedicated member of Mar Narsai
parish of the Assyrian Church of the East and par-
ticipated regularly in the Sunday services as Hoopa



D’Yakna, unless he was sick or away on a trip and
for many years he was a dedicated member of the
Assyrian Foundation of America. Eshaya was a
gentle, cheerful and very friendly person and had a
great sense of humor. He was soft spoken and kind
hearted.

The funeral service was conducted by Archdea-
con Badal Piro, Archdeacon Nenos Michael, Qasha
{Priest) Samuel Dinkha and Qasha Oshana Kanoun
at Mar Addai Assyrian Church of the East in Tur-
lock. Eshaya is survived by two brothers: Paul
D’Mar Shimun and George D’Mar Shimun, both of
San Francisco, Calif.; and three sisters: Mercina
D’'Mar Shimun (San Francisco), Sophia Mickaily
(Turlock) and Sulti D’Mar Shimun (London,
England).

The family extend their appreciation to all those
who offered their condolences and kind thoughts on
his loss. The pleasant memories of Eshaya will
remain in the hearts of his family who loved him
dearly, as well as those he came to know.

*Also paternal nephew of Surma D’Mar Shimun,

Rab Khaila David D’Mar Shimun, Eshaya D’ Mar
Shimun, Hormuz D’Mar Shimun and Romie
D’Mar Shimun.

Phillip Herman

Phillip Herman, 74, passed away of a heart attack
in Fremont, Calif. on October 2, 1994. He was born
in the state of Alabama in 1920 to David Herman
(Hormuz) from the village of Ada, Iran and Irene, an
Irish-American. When a child, his parents moved to
Turlock where he finished his elementary and high
school education. He joined the United States Navy
in 1941 and served in both the Second World War
and the Korean War.

In 1948 he met and married Daisy Tamraz of
Turlock. Afterwards the family lived in San Fran-
cisco for several years with their only son, Dawvid,
and when they moved to Fremont, Phillip lost his
wife after a long illness with cancer.
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Phillip was a patriotic American and it is evident
by the service he rendered to his country in two
wars. He was also very proud of his Assyrian herit-
age. When in Turlock the family was active in the
Assyrian Presbyterian Church and the last sixteen
years of his life with his wife, Victoria, attended the
Assyrian Church in San Jose.

Phillip and his wife were active members of the
Assyrian Foundation of America, Berkeley, Calif.
from the year 1982 and he served the organization
for two years as the social chairman, where he
gained the respect and admiration of the members.
Having a kind heart and gentle nature, he was loved
and respected by all those who knew him.

The funeral service was held at the Calvery
Presbyterian Church in Fremont and officiated by
Rev. Shimshon Khangaldi and Rev. George Shah-
baz. Phillipis survived by his wife, Victoria (Amel),
of Fremont; his son David Herman, who is a police
sergeant in San Francisco; his daughterin-law
Susan and three grandchiildren, Katherine, Robin
and David, Jr. He is also survived by a half-sister,
Manno of Ceres, Calif., two nephews and a niece,

May God grant him his eternal love and rest in
peace.

Submitted by Nathan Nasseri

Nona Ezaria Nona

Nona Ezaria Nona was born in November 1942 to
Ezaria and Arousiak Nona. After residing in Hab-
baniya, Iraq, for six years the family moved to Kir-
kuk where Nona attended Mar Yousif Elementary
School and Kirkuk High School.

From 1963 to 1965 he was employed as a teller at
Eastern Bank in Kirkuk, followed by two years of
employment in Kuwait for Fluor Company as an
assistant safety engineer.

On August 8, 1967, Nona came to the United
States and lived with his older brother, Edward, in
San Francisco. He continued his education here and
was employed by Cyrus Amirfar for Texaco. He



was active in Mar Narsai Assyrian Church of the
East and participated in Assyrian activities. [t was
in San Francisco that he met Kathleen Clibourne
and they were married at Mar Narsai parish on
April 20, 1969. Soon afterward Nona owned and
operated a Texaco gas station, where he employed
many fellow Assyrians.

Through the efforts and persistence of both Nona
and Edward, his parents, two brothers and three
sisters eventually joined them. This made Nona
very happy that all the family was together again.

During the summer of 1972, Nona and his wife
moved to Clayton, CA. They had two daughters,
Michelle and Nahrain. As his family grew, he
decided to relocate to Turlock so he could surround
them with Assyrian culture and they could be
raised knowing Assyrian traditions, and so they
eventually settled in Turlock in 1978. Nona and his
brother Sargon bought land, built and operated
Nona’s Auto Center. It was officially opened on
April 20,1979 on his tenth wedding anniversary. By
June of the same year, he proudly became a U.S.
citizen. November brought a new addition to the
family, a son, Ezaria, named after his father.

Throughout the eighties, he was actively asso-
clated with Mar Addai Assyrian Church of the East
and the Assyrian American Civic Club of Turlock.
He volunteered for committees and served as a
board member, delegate and vice-president of the
Club, where Nona and his close friends worked
together to further promote and enhance the Assy-
rian culture, tradition and other activities. He gave
generously to Assyrian causes and worked tire-
lessly for his people and community with whom he
had good rapport.

Nona enjoyed many interests including sports,
travel, and recreation. He was a devoted family man
who shared his love of the outdoors. He visited
Australia several times and enjoved family vaca-
tions throughout the U.S. and Canada, visiting
many National Parks.

Nona passed away on October 19, 1994, but
enriched the lives of everyone he met in his nearly
52 years. He gave happiness, hope and a sense of
worthiness to all he encountered.

The funeral service was officiated by Archdeacon
Badal Piro at Mar Addai Assyrian Church of the
East in Turlock, followed by a memorial luncheon
at Mar Zaia Assyrian Church in Modesto.

The late Nona is survived by his wife Kathleen,
two daughters: Michelle, Nahrain, and a son Eza-
ria; by his mother Arousiak; three brothers: Ed-
ward, Sargon and Ashor; three sisters: Josa, Evelyn
and Pluena.
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Prof. Dr. Rudolf Macuch
(1919-1993)

“There 1s hardly any other nation in the world
whose number would be so small, have so difficult a
history, and so split up internally and scattered so
locally, which could be compared with the Assyri-
ans from a literary viewpoint.”

These words honored the literary achievement of
Prof. Dr. Rudolf Macuch, Slavic Orientalist and
director of Seminars for Semitic and Arabic studies
at Freie University, Berlin, in his scholarly work of
the Assyrian nation, ‘“History of the Late Syriac
and New Syriac Literature,” in 1976. For the first
time specialists in Oriental studies have been con-
fronted with the existence of modern Assyrian
literature, which remained unknown until then.
This eminent lexical reference book as well as a
chrestomathy of Assyrian modern literature go
back to his 13 years of residence in Teheran where
Rudolf Macuch had contact with Assyrian scholars
and writers. He cultivated life-time friendships
with some and was able, in this way, to evaluate
scientifically the Assyrian publications that were
difficult to access at the time,

Rudolf Macuch, who was born on October 16,
1919 in Slovachy, not far from Bratislava, studied
theology and specialized in Oriental studies. He
received his doctorate degree in 1948 with a disser-
tation on “Slavonic Names and Expressions in the
Arabic Geography.” He had already worked on a
wide spectrum of scientific subjects; and later
focused his interest on Mandeans, Samaritans and
Assyrians as religious, ethnic and national
minorities,

While studying in Paris, he made the acquain-
tance of his future Persian wife and moved to Tehe-
ran in 1950, where he lived for 13 years, with time
spent for scientific study in Oxford and as pastor
for an evangelical community in America. In Iran
he earned his living as a teacher at a German school,
but laid the foundations, in long research activity,
for many scientific works which could be later



published.

In 1963 he was offered a chatr at Freie University,
Berlin, where he was credited with introducing the
modern written language and literature of the
Assyrians in the syllabus — the teaching schedule
— of seminars. Together with his Assyrian assist-
ant Estefan Panoussi, he edited in 1974 this collec-
tion of Assyrian modern literature, which was
unique in Europe, and placed it within the Oriental
studies next to the existing Assyrian small book
collection. Bevond his scientific interests, Rudolf
Macuch supported Assyrians living in Germany, by
means of asserting to German courts the need of
getting Assyrian translators for Assyrians seeking
asylum in Germany. He supported Assyrian organ-
izations’ endeavors in requesting from the Ministry
of Culture permission for the teaching of the
mother tongue to Assyrian children.

As a guest of honor of the Assyrian Union he
participated in the Assyrian national celebration in
Berlin.

With his translation of an Assyrian war diary
into German, Rudolf Macuch made known to the
Western World the tragic history of the Assyrians
in the 20th century. Likewise, his valuable fore-
word to Gabriele Yonan'’s book, “A Forgotten Holo-
caust — The Extermination of the Christian Assy-
rians in Turkey and Persia,”’ gave scientific recog-
nition to an event of genocide ignored until then.

Rudolf Macuch died after a short illness on July
23, 1993, in Berlin. As a scholar and academic, he
won high merits and reputation at home and
abroad. He bequeathes to us a voluminous and
diverse work.

Assyrians should honor such a man who devoted
so much of his life to Assyrian studies and through
his scholarly publications expanded the public’s
awareness of Assyrians.

Submitted by Gabriele Yonan
Berlin, Germany

Avigil Zia
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Avigil Zia, 62, passed away on October 15, 1994
and was interred at Turlock Memorial Park follow-
ing funeral services at Modesto’s Mar Zaia Assy-
rian Church of the East. A memorial luncheon fol-
lowed at Turlock’s Civic Club, attended by 750
people.

The late Avigil is survived by her husband,
Yatron Zia, current president of the Assyrian
American National Federation; by her children,
Sargon in San Jose and in Modesto, Shamiram and
Ashur, and her mother Esther; by her siblings Janet
Sabbagh and Abraham (Goriel) Robert in Modesto,
and Isaac Goriel and Jacob (Goriel) Robert in Sac-
ramento; and by two grandchildren.

Avigil was born in Baghdad, Irag on July 27, 1932
to Esther “Darzi”” Ovrahim of Gavilan and the late
Shmouel Goriel of Mouishawa. She grew up, and
was educated in Raabi Yacoub’s school, in Habba-
niya, with a two-year course at the American Insti-
tute of Languages in Baghdad.

In 1960 Avigil was married to Yatron Zia, a
young, promising officer in the Iraqi air force since
1956. Butin 1969 Yatron’s military career was sud-
denly terminated by the Baath Government. Find-
ing his situation precarious, he sent Avigil and their
three children to Kuwait, from where they man-
aged toreach Chicago. He rejoined them six months
later.

Before her marriage, Avigil took care of her
younger siblings while assisting her mother as a
seamstress, which trade she plied for some years in
a business of her own in Chicago. Avigil also
assisted her husband — often preoccupied by Assy-
rian national affairs — for many years in running
the family convenience store they had in Modesto,
to which city they had relocated in 1978.

In eulogizing her, several speakers emphasized
Avigil’s strong faith in her Saviour and her love and
devotion to her family, church and people; and her
sincere, gentle, meek, hospitable and cheerful char-
acter was held up in high esteem. She was chosen
Mother of the Year by Turlock’s Civic Club in 1992.

In her three-year struggle against cancer, evi-
dently Avigil’s firm faith gave her strength and
endurance, for she even visited, in March 1993,
Christ’s tomb in Jerusalem, her long-time wish,
Although her strong faith did not save her life, she
was convinced it would save her soul.

Avigil’s coffin was bedecked and flanked by many
flower bouquets and wreath offerings. Although
they added an aesthetic theme to the solemn occa-
sion, money spent by our people on such ephemeral
sentiment could be best donated — in memory of
the deceased — to benefit the Assyrian needy, as
aptly pointed out by Qaashe Oushana Kaanon.

Submitted by Mikhael K. Pius



Paul Nimrod Benjamin

, N § e I
Paul and wife Cardelia in happy and healthful days.

The news of the death of Paul Nimrod Benjamin,
69, reminded me not so much of a stooped, gaunt,
haggard and prematurely aged man evidently rav-
aged by liver cancer that I saw here several months
earlier, but rather of a formally-dressed, tall, slim,
smiling, very handsome eligible bachelor dancing
partner who won the 1951-52 Latin American
Dance Championship at the R.A.F. Assyrian Em-
ployees’ Club, Habbaniya, Iraq, and who, three
years later, lost his heart to his vivacious teenaged
neighbor Cardelia, the only daughter of Maria
(“Baajy’’) and Eramia Shimon Benyamin.

Paul died on August 7, 1994 in West Vancouver,
Canada. The funeral services were held at St.
Anthony’s Catholic Church where some 250 people
attended, and was followed by a memorial lun-
cheon. A 40th Day mass and coffee memorial was
also offered for him by his brother Philip Benjamin
Malik, a well-to-do businessman in Ceres, Calif. at
Mar Zaia Assyrian Church of the East in Modesto.

Paul is survived by his wife of 40 years, Cardelia,
and three children: Ashur, Terry and Larry Ben-
jamin in West Vancouver; by his older brother
Philip; by a younger sister Battu, in Baghdad; and
by a number of nephews and nieces.

Paul was born on June 5, 1925, and baptized
Polous, in Khatoun Camp near Baghdad. He was
next to the youngest of three sons and three daugh-
ters of Shaamam and Nimrod Malik Benyamin of
Gangachin. He grew up and was educated at Raab:
Yacoub’s schools in Hinaidi and Habbaniya, Iraq,
and was married to Cardelia on September 11, 1954,

In Habbaniya, Paul worked for the R.AF. in cleri-
cal capacities for about 15 years. After a brief stay
in Baghdad, the family left for Tehran, Iran, where
he worked for a few years as a club manager. In the
early 1960s he and family moved to Ceres, Calif. for
a while and then relocated in 1963, to West Van-
couver, where he had his own business for many
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years.

In his eulogy to his late father, his son Ashur said:
“My father was a caring son, a respectful brother, a
loving husband, a devoted father, and a true and
sincere friend. In an age when principles are[often]
sacrificed at the altar of self-gain and expediency,
my father was a relic toa time when the word of an
individual meant something . . . he was a good and
decent man.”

Submitted by Mikhael K. Pius

Shirin Shabbas

Shirin Shabbas, 87, passed away on December
13,1994 in Martinez, CA. Bornin 1907 in Geogtapa,
Urmia, Iran, she was the youngest of Yosip and
Aslie Badal’s three children. Just prior to World
War [ her father died, and her two siblings Oraham
and Shushan had gone to live in Thilisi, Georgia.
Shirin and her mother stayed in Geogtapa to attend
to the small acreage of vineyard. In 1918 they were
among the Assyrians and Armenians who fled from
Urmia in the mass exodus of political persecution.
After two years of refuge in Baquba, Iraq, Shirin
was orphaned and was cared for by relatives until
1921 when she married Nwyia Shahbbas of Chama-
keye, Urmia, Iran. They had eight children, five
sons and three daughters. Shirin followed her hus-
band wherever his catering business to the British
officers took him — to Mosul, Baghdad, Hanaidi,
Habbaniya and Kirkuk.

In 1963 Shirin and Nwyia immigrated to the Uni-
ted States and lived in Berkeley for a few months,
then to Keyes, Calif. where they tended a 20-acre
vineyard as well as a prolific garden of flowers and
vegetables. As members of the Assyrian Church of
the East in Turlock, Shirin actively participated in
the Women'’s Auxiliary group. When they no longer
could bear the heavy burden of farming, they moved
to Modesto, and finally settled in Richmond, Calif.
to be near thetr families.

Shirin was a kind, gentle and generous person.
Her delightful nature gained her the admiration of



those she met. Pleasant memories of her will long be
cherished by her family who respected and loved
her dearly, as well as those who knew her.

The funeral service, held at a mortuary chapel in
Berkeley, was officiated by Archdeacon Nenos
Michael of the Assyrian Church of the East (San
Francisco), assisted by Father Sabri Yousif of the
First United Assyrian Catholic Church (Turlock),
and was followed by a memorial luncheon. Shirinis
survived by three sons: Julius, Hamlet, and Baba;
two daughters: Lily Neesan and Alice Henderson;
sixteen grandchildren and eleven great-grandchil-
dren; a sister, Shushan in Thilisi, Georgia.

The family extends their appreciation to all those
who offered their condolences and kind thoughts on
their loss.

Zussimas Yosip

Zussimas Yosip, 86, passed away of cancer in
Baghdad, Irag, on November 16, 1994 and was
interred at the new cemetery near Baquba. His fun-
eral services were held in Baghdad at St. Mary the
Virgin Chaldean Church. A mass at Mart Mariam
Catholic Church, celebrated by the visiting Bishop
of Canada, Mar» Youkhanna, and attended by 350
people, followed by a luncheon, was also offered to
his memory by his sons Pius and Joseph in Chicago
on November 20.

He is survived by six sons and two daughters:
Pius, Toma, Aunto and Joseph Z. Yousif in Chicago,
George Yousif in San Diego, Calif., and Francis and
Margaret Yousif and Elizabeth Amir in Baghdad, as
well as by nine grandchildren and a number of
nephews and nieces.

Zussimas’ wish was that his body be laid to rest
at the Chaldean Cemetery near Gailani Camp,
beside his late wife, Rosa, who passed away in 1978,
But his wish remained unfulfilled because the
cemetery had been shut down some years earlier,
Although loved by all of his children, another unful-
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filled wish — and a common cause of nagging sor-
row to many an Assyrian aged parent of today!
—was that he could not see again his absent five
sons before his death, because they were far away.
But the presence of three of them was a consolation,
fortified by the selfless love, care and concern of his
daughter, Margaret, who cared for her parents in
their declining years!

Zussimas was bornon July 29,1908 in Mar Bishu,
Turkey to the late Qammar (of Gawar) and Shama-
sha Yosip Eramia, and received his education in the
late Qaasha Yosip Kelaita's school in Mosul, Iraq.
Before his marriage, he served in the Assyrian
Levies for a few years, and was employed for 15
years by the Royal Air Force and by the British
Overseas Airways Corporation as a storekeeper/
clerk at Hinaidi and Habbaniya. After leaving Hab-
baniya in 1947, he worked for about 30 years for
Stephen Lynch & Co., a British commercial firm in
Baghdad, finally retiring on a government pension
in the mid-1970s.

Zussimas was a religious person and a devoted
husband and father, who raised his big family in the
fear of God. A passionate person, he was loyal,
truthful, sincere, and exceptionally honest, and a
delightful conversationalist and storyteller, with a
pleasant sense of humor. “Jousimus” was a close
lifelong friend of the writer and his family.

Submitted by Mikhael K. Pius

Mishael G. Bakus

A man who had never been hospitalized in all his
life, Mishael Gibrail Bakus, 82, died in his sleep of a
heart attack in Gravesend, Kent, England, on
October 15, 1994. He was interred in his hometown
following funeral services in English by the pastor
of St. George's Church and in Assyrian by Ealing’s
Quasha Stephan Yalda, followed by a memorial lun-
cheon. Some 250 people, many from London, includ-
ing his brothers Khinanya and Elisha Bakus from



Modesto, Calif., attended the funeral. A 40th Day
mass and breakfast was also offered to his memory
at Mar Addai Church of the East in Turlock on
November 20 by his younger brother, Aprim Bakus.

Mishael is survived by nine children: John, Goliat,
Gewargis, Yosip and Benyamin Bakus, and Violet
Poynter, Juliet Long, Janet Hughes, and Sharlet
Lukes, all of whom live in Gravesend; by four
brothers: Aprim (Turlock), Khinanya (“Kenneth)
and Elisha (Modesto), Eramia (Slade Green, Kent),
and Lucy Al-Aswad and Liza Qaashka Polous Moshi
in Kirkuk, Iraq. He is also blessed with a clan of 28
grandchildren and 2 great-grandchildren, and many
nephews and nieces.

Mishael, who was the eldest of five brothers and
three sisters, was born to Souriya (of Aada) and
Gibrail Bakus Rasho in Gangachin, Iran, on March
15, 1912. After the trials and tribulations of the
Great War and the refugee camps, Mishael lived
with his family near Baghdad, first in Minas Camp
for some years and then for several years more in
Maharatha Lines, Hinaidi, where he was married,
in 1932, to Youliya Elisha (of Gawar), who passed
away in April 1992. Like his father, Mishael squired
a big family over the years. He was an exclusive
family man and, true to the Bakus family nature, a
quiet, gentle and soft-spoken person.

In 1937 the Bakus family moved, with other
Assyrians, from Hinaidi to Habbaniya, where Mi-
shael, a graduate of Raeabi Yacoub’s secondary
school in Hinaidi, with some high school education,
clearked for the Roval Air Force. After the depar-
ture of the R.AF. from Habbaniya in May 1955,
they moved to Baghdad and thence in 1964 to
Gravesend, Kent. There Mishael bought a house,
worked until his retirement in 1977, and gradually
married off eight of his nine children, who also
bought their own homes in the area, where the
whole clan has been living as British subjects ever
since,

Submitted by Mikhael K. Pius

Last September, Governor Jim Edgar of Illinois
named Shmoney Malko as a recipient of the Com-
munity Leader Commendation Award. At Governer
Edgar’s Multi-Cultural Senior Day she was com-
mended for her dedication to community service
and cultural diversity. Ms. Malko was nominated
for the award by the Assyrian Universal Alliance
Foundation and the Assyrian National Council of
[linois. The ceremony took place at the festivities
held in the James R. Thompson Center in Chicago.
Last year at the Year of American Craft in Illinois
Ms. Malko exhibited the beautiful dolls that she had
made and received a testimonial letter from the
Governor for her dedication and achievement.
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Ethnic community leaders recently commended
Governor Jim Edgar of Illinots for his dedication and
service fo the ethnic communities of Illinois. The
communities showed their support by honoring him at
a multi-ethnic rally at 13 Colonies Banquet Hall,
Quer 2500 ethnic supporters came fogether fo cheey
Governor Edgar on to victory.

Pictured heve are Saliba Alyo, Chairperson, Assy-
rians for Edgay, and Governor Jim Edgar.

48



S aned ramd ;s

i._,.\;. 3033 ..A...\ ....\...\ : J_A.n el 025 ...LA _..LA
J...\.\, —001 §aw0) 50&..:...&. ';un.t : : ':\:! = 01;\ ._\.\01 PR
! a6as WY
* * *® '*l *
:u:ﬂm:m::\m : HM&O‘AZ—L\Z—SM
.o'.&l-\-\,i—uumn...\dlm : vAJ_\:ma--&i—m:Lnﬁr
I a6hs _A.A

* * * *® *
co8 sam iaads —als o ; vbz-\::-\-én mmw-\uh
. I._p.\.-. Z—A.u @o: 2__1;“ ; l_-.\.\. S8l n.: Y Y u::.blo
I ean ALY
* * * .*I 3
IR POUNP S TTCT S L) : Z——!:o.\., :u nl.uaﬁ 2-::..:
.2.:01;'. oty a.u..-.x.s oo B : o1l 0 :._........-..-. r-“" .&10
! asas .....\...\
* K ¥ * *
i zman.:a iizs pH.gy : uau; u.\: o33y, z:m
. s \st\L: z.\u “80d Suod : P M VA =45 T
I —ebs ....L...\
* ¥ * ¥ *

R TV J--n-&: 3-905-}5 Lo : l—:&:}--hq A&lzﬂmaﬁ
ohe L cd e NG3h 5 150 08 Adud Eeed §ood
. : T i L . PR

¥ ¥ * .*l *
o s i e A e e i sk i
il idan sl et s laeee 10 e
| 6as _..L...s

¥ * £ 3 * %
49



heie S il i
14.}» u: TS l_sn.,.
L.a...-.:b ...1&: &1admn ..:A:

il Aatnw 33nl L - 86
4.__1.=:~...- :.». a\oq L_::soh:
.__.s.al.‘. 4.001 «é\un .\.l
.i__ma.: o1 iaad, _\A. ‘...\

o o inmde Lol -
z.:..n: A.u;ao 3.&..;-100 Z—I-I-\JD
Lo_t.iv ol "‘“5!: mnt\..i-mm

J_.I.‘lkob Aol l—-bnlh 2—525

L34 _33 ,adad._32 . :\n::ll_.al
- 36 L:A::z.\.\.,&,.n 33 3 A;-

._'.L»J». 38 ‘:ﬁ‘_.‘f’ L*nm\...t:: ..n&m
.M-41 _..a...m..n 40 . J_t;.».uo 39

- 45, ,.;r:u 4 g:..». 43 .33es . 42
._\.u 48 13m0 . 47, ,,.u,:on - 46 . mds
..s‘_\.. 50 . m::ub 49
u_xo..‘.u 5. ..mop- 53 . 1omp z.lu..m

52 e . 5

o0

—lMax :.LL inamaae Al - 78

— 34 ,A.: .L..-:m 3.:..:

2..::&\0..». Ao ;mwm _uoas
o5, Siave b, diais

Lass, ‘__..u Lmo...}.: ol .
l::.u: — .:.-.2_*'( :)M
2..\:091:_: 3.:91_-1 a.:a: _,_m

. k3O % ofle LAl o6

mu L::m SO PR C1TNN L
M :.u @L‘n 2...»0&\.\ @L‘n
riald L1 goaal da———ss
e —ax if waax 1

3_.':...:3\ A:M mLo: ;...::n - 81
a__.._:.‘as m&...o: 'ﬂz.mo :n:u.:r
J_n...l.\v ,:M. a.:n: :_:l&o_:
NP TN ,:.3 a-:n-: Lt

a_.a.._-n.S z:-:-\_ ewad . aoed - 52
a.a..m akoad . axedd um.h.
.?.u....u z.n:. O QS —"'"r”
. ._-n...\:. ...Lua gom NS0

od =, 2681 o xS 3ol - 83
vll.u.m ..A:.ul_u.\_ AN
M.A.. .-:mu _.:.u, foun

o.&.uas —r—'.lm 3._».:05. ._n.‘a.'l‘.‘o

1350w 0 .._&.-.oo.s.s ;_::m As o 34
éml 50AL o;l.. — il
¢_.:n.».3: z_a:ﬂ.\ 30

.-:l:.h.: D-—-—n—hﬂ“ ﬂm



a.::.s. 53 13a, R.—u..nah z_-n.: - 71
L:oq 2.:09: J.A\:n:w; L___ﬁ
zNﬂ-\, LA r,q.\.ﬁ. ....._d.\.
.54 13003 ol J_\.:A.l _»o..no:

e A auded of - 72
J_':.n:&uomo J_Lp.:l.-. 1051
..__loqn.».ﬂ: ..\.I:J.A.A.:'l
. s L:a.;:z-ha.lasm.:

32 o &) 2015 2m AL . 73
b et
s 18 dNs sy

s Loars §psoes 2dam U .
a.;.A.u ;,eaons: _p..-m.s'o u:‘]‘.-.I
:...a...an z_-u.s.a ..:du&& a....n::
' 3.!...\0 z.:.,.s z.::a.».J_-r 0102 pd

goxdoxe 50.;0«3 3..;:»25 ..u.uuo 75
goadans J.u.\.'té ‘505...!.'9 5QL-A
Moa.».‘unn l—l-l-\, -_*wao
r,o:mn... ._.q.u J.A..J.nm o.\

aie ndo il pedii - 76
_A.:m Z_:om ZMM d
L..mﬂ.un i..k:én et a.u A\.n.\
...uln.:l.bp J_na l LNM ..1‘.23

J.:cn.:e..: —S0l a.:m: a.a.\.x - 77
3.::109 —30l 2_':: Ao.'n:
&A.-.raoo 3.&\.&;..; J.Lg:uo P’M

c 130009 wrr bh AHTO Odad

ol

l-—-'n-n Zu\_\o &a.sh‘.l.t.d 64
Z_ton ze& _ﬁauanﬁm
i—bﬂ i—nm :Aaa_mz
3—-—\“-3—1-!-‘»3-1901.:23-4*

M J.M.a.m J..Ioeuo: :.n Ax .65
J_...I:hu..e zom J._:.\.:n.- -\.&
J_..:boM.:l 3.:309:_1 L

isoy a8 jamg wmeaw 1N . 66
50 £30S Ro0 30y Loile
liaks LAEY 1Asels thsasy,
e vm i

_..s;; r‘:oa.\ _.u\.. caGaAl - 67
__»:l:l J.qal NM

{_'l'_p..la.n.‘a.:l.n 2.1.\&: :m.\a:
._n.:.'l‘; z:m .....u.a*.t-al:.so

wiiad, aasdas ifox au das - 68

_um_uhau,&&uh
.AM.\::,_\.\:..L_S

u_..u\.ﬁ.l.l MOD rsu u—l&nﬂ.:

z.n.m i enesl a_\.....a FAS B .69
J_\o...: i-bm 2-'5:-: l:n.a
Z.L\..rbo J.Ma... 3_:..c:|A...u
.i_b:a: 3...|.|.Se 2...10...3 un.»

J_i:i....l.n ..ué..oa !.1.3‘9 5t 3.\.»:
z..u...:: l_1....\. 32 ,..5....5&.: ';:amo
J.N:Ia:i: z...u.:ol: ze«..».a:.ﬁo 2_:1

Muu\rb




eiod o lan Laaddy %0 - 57
:.....a z_\...-u: 2-\-:5 48 z.\u.s_-.
...»..uo: 2.::!: J..:ln.u ?._a-aﬁs
S I T R B CC U

Az 1) 1,:3.: —a1p - S8
J_.._\:u h-\ TS ‘.'n.,.l
o—-—ﬂb 1-:-! —m:;_-l o B
.J_\a z....-. TSCTWPT

J__..!.b 1o J.ool; :.a;, - 59
J__..\b« a_-.s ;..a..a -t gond
l!n:. _h.‘n: ‘).An.:.&é.
. J_A:. @n: .\S.l J—n-“

3901 LSl b0 Ata - 60
—onady 103 2K
rnyed, of s Lmpsiis

:.:.m..._g.\ om.so.\ L&Al . 61
z.:n...u.ab ._u:l.ﬂb J..:lﬂ.h\:l J.:n.u

l.\a_n.\.n&humai_\.,.u.'l

J.a..u La..l J.a..o.». l_u

3D wntn LZ30D bm0b - 62
LodAp banly iAawp iAoraxd
49 i aaom A\ o oz
. teils \..?{n a_ﬂnsa L e

_..a.a&u ._1:: q& 23 zmm 63
z.moo.: ._.Mﬁ 3..1..:;.\9 3 L0

ol nLuM, zmu.ug ad,
. 10010 oRas e zm

0% B8 BAX b0 - 50
A8 sl edDn 15w
L:-nu ol L_ﬁn.»:s LA..«.-J
. Ligkonx a8 1iwel iiposo

1Aw0la z..:m _god\.; .......-.\!. =31
100502 J..JM q&.\a:. alL-o:
I.p.m 45:.».1.: z..n..n — :uz
uxl nedx Ssax 50»2.: ,an.,.:

sz ol L3 —adaem o 52
2_:.;.\9 ......:n:l i 2 O30 UA.AOD
J—aeﬁo z_m--ﬁ Sams &mh
. i_lamo 03 i—'lq.». oL -

J.J_..: ia%ola L oo pa..:.-SB
M..,.;..Aa_-u,o;.a...:.:
‘ﬂ-J-Z-__\aL:l.n..J.J_’{.'{A,
1.._._1.-.::3_13 Ml—l-»-u-'t

J.:ws.::-%z_\h.nsm J.a.:.na

. 47 &:!u o.\ un.....am.\.t,ao

J.Nu ....;SM z..u.n.\ padaL - 55
zuus :..m.\A asu,» TPV
i_n.».u food 1B 08 m.\
J.A-I-\-'l :_u..\o J-J-ll‘ :l.:

a..;...s.;;m_..m.\‘q 56
Lb.&amnui_u.mi_:u

....a:! IRTCRTST m..\.x i Al

1-1'-:-!: }—h-a.\-.—.d Aum



A3 52 b 5«3&2 - 43
2.._.4:9 L:A J.'n.na J—‘:m
ct.\:l&, 2q.u R__M.::.u N

.4_~3:.\ S,gﬁ.\ Hond3 iaae

38 z.u.\.: 2.::!.\ Lo01 .\oot: Say, -
J—-l:n,-& 081 LIamd J-ﬂaf
Lo01 ,‘.\,.\o = 3.0.1.\.:: J._.Jn.':.\
.39 a.:udm i 4o e

IR cll.noa 40 -ps00t3 l:—-!, 45
lnrt8 148 08, TEINT :-;m:
41 J.J....tq o€ _..an.\,s. A....n.:
2_\.-&:. _.u.\: M.':: T

Ftladdy a3 30AL BSAL - 46
z.u.u.n \n..oa 5043942 u&ku

a._un: 3309 43 2-!-\,&& o.\

1__u.~u: e 2...-:!.\, ..a..nn.:

Hal aLs a.,.mn,a s ass0 - 47
L—Lnb:h 2 LSO z_-u.:: Z.'nm

44 3'9%.9’? 2.-,\.!.1_-[ !:om. 30
i thsama wad susi g2

J_n-l..l&.l L w3 lA\.:.::-f-lS
L_\:o: 4...\.1.\ 10309 Lam J.\
i_._n.n..'l _..,..uz i.‘n.-:h 3.:::.\
- 13RS 3 Gund ’-\»’f

e

PR

__.-.1.3: FRYYS 2.\.».;.! ef19 Aax
.__,..92; !.\a ‘.HSA: P

Jladasy 3 Liaw 17 Lﬁ:q;..p Lasz.d
AT Aada3d
il rasl -

me..ol :..»a _....m.\ .\c.'n....\l - 37
31 .s’.\ud .q! 2.::.1.8 e
}__L..u: 3.:..-3: 2.:.».2; J.a.'..
Za-u....-l.: _\na Lat.as ...».l.n

32 033 fes0023 fiime Aed - 38
33 el ii0cy el s 3.5;;
bt oo 34L=3 - WE N BN

.35 oy Las zu...:.s Iado

_...uo m.\n Hd.h 3.613
] Gt D qu.uﬂ beal :om.

._.'_1.3‘;99&\ 330 {ae paxx i\

‘n..z L8543 —a3 z..uu 40
m..z Lmad J_umm R.Nnol
3___\:.»: iaal u.\,.u ,:n...z
.!.h.d L_um.-: 2.4..\.!,0 24:1

ol adAT L83 37i5eax - 41
rs:n.,z _»..»:5 &joé; mm
i-:l-.u -Luu 2_.1.1-\,,0 L:ln-u-'l

a&m 1o ol 1&:.:.: z_.an..." 42
&A::S _p..t....u: 3.\...&: J.A.v.:

ZMol—._nm bn-n-\-n i--

. BApaa LASal a;s..q_: a.a.,.z.u



e e e d e 1o
7
 Lhaad Loom 5 ihezix 1 iadms
:3.&9;.;.0 I n.\ 24591& oot .—-'\:.'u | ‘
' l ' P8uag 8 niean Adax oo Al 1od
R 1 155 e i 2 B
8
 Liban Laaes Libed 38 1601 Al loler
;laswats [y tlme paad Laita piodm '
" " Liiress 16N esa Lawesa dasdoy LAy
A o 2ol ign . odp 1igmian T
9
ciiflans jaodms L AAs aedll s
14003 L9300 oadpo 2328 08 uniy t0da0 of |
- Hidn aaatd e s L dad oeq Locis
ciidedy dioas of i —opiad |
10
AAed3 1Sils jaes aY Loot Awl oo
 1hsods0n mmdy tmdo dAdadn by 135 |
“ L lAasdl Joom dhenod sreacdila 1tion
10D 100 LAZAS Lusaw oda ol Sl | |
11
: o0 AGT SRR 2000 waid —30%
e ihxida deak thtocts maan Maan | h
) N 03 30 6 ;:.:ﬁn}en? oo 1H

cinoor Aed A6nd gonl LABML 13027 ot
12
L.._..n-u.nl il S g i-—r-l-"lel
D latd oot AT 301 deal ol Lawd Aa
T T s oad o i 1S Gar oo
13
tieazory faM ol o 30 2e ol
Plaxial 2l ol 1S GO —adesad ‘ " "
L e Tahale 1z iuh G e
it LU
54



I' 1

2—-1:w1

.:.:c.ua a.bgﬁ:-,\.;.:

LaSaa z.u-.-m J.:ul...b ™ ;A\.uos iaasy, 135 W anl :.mu =m0
z.na:.u 3.:1. A\u ..‘tol ‘\M Lia fe330012 me am&_ i.ql: YL i.:u:::un
.ud...n .aazal 3.\,...!.9 I i.:l:.n u:uan.-l NIRRT PO i.u...:la
.u:...s.:a J.:M.: 2...4.:51: ...:....um LY ..me....\
1
(830353303 Lol , GISI0E0 . 60 o3
LT daaka bAoA es e a0
L-8303 3 Laxal ddp Al Bap a3n o S
2
! fmXadd z;a'u.klnrp 160 LxZus 3—n-l=a|
PRIV U TR S VO " |
" PR IO Y ¥ S IFPC ARSI
3
5n.:.-u-. Loo Lom —0 S z....a.:c-.a
: pasem u Q_.J.'ao Y- —~cla.10 ;m.s, Le0 L\.h:.:
5@ loa A!.S & i3201% oo
cponinad lem e Az ed mis Lima "
4
: L¥a1a0 Bdaw A58 an J-a-laﬁ-':
 WadS L3R 99 LR W aldp LA " - |
' L ki =S Adnegd Ljoise wmeis
 LEend —ctauest wSAE Liafe 184 Aa | " "
5
: Noa 0octa Led0A LY =0 ——Tes
b 000 mndd 13 L& and iy S0l " o |
. ) T .’u:.\.-l Aqso ._......: 000t _»n... _-.qa
.\M....uo....s,-:q:-pm a.» Lo@ M;.:n
6
el i3 0dm e Aok Lisdas
:‘.aﬁd.u_'l _uo u'.\..u:l.:: :_aoon:m . | | ‘

:.\L».::ala 2_30:50 {_I.n.n..n J._mnqn J_\.u
55



:’n;.uaq_\..z_m.: z_.;n zmz_.m.\:_-:_._ﬂ.:os:o
in-:l; 2..':.:10 2_uoq.u 'p.s. Z.A\.n.o z_'lo.u\l uﬂ.r_-l._':os

u:_sa:_sn-p.x ua..cno z_-u.u Lwi.:o Lu\J',L‘D z_ﬁl:a.;oszg
-c-z_xao;: J_:un -3 J._so.': J..l:l:o.uo z.qal ';l.s. Ln:.:.\,

2-»-:? A0 l-;\-»a l:L& ‘n-\ Z-u:l;:oa lul 2-:--1.!-1 .\uns N
L.H_uop lamile uo...\o_x Am l—*rﬂ 'p.u.'o J._L\_'r.olp J.pl.\.

:1...:\....&_:0 J_u.a.up z.:m 7:.\ Z.MJ_'D? PP ETS J_n.\.:_-: xod :.
-e-J_-n...:: .\:uoo.s.p uu;m 7:.\ 3.1..::0 ._...:'.u J_L-..t_-l - ad

J_h\.h_l i..'n:.aS\.b).o;'l A.‘vﬁﬂ'p:l“"_i o&o:.;m:z.b_:_'l" . =xof :.
¢ b0 pAy A3\ lmamo :liaBa ioo Aoqr Miwes of

;3303 $aas laxapes Aas :jdoxp pased fodxa xod ;i
¢J.5'.5; ~eroas oo toila : L3éo J.;ua.s .....b..u .\601.\.50'

«:-J.E;_‘_u_a::o 2.'.';..;950 a.ii'é'gz :3.5;;9...0 3_;1.:.3_!0 L'ﬁﬁ\iqa 2.

LL\;.\.\ Léaal J_-n_-:_-x;.n. 0 : 'J.‘n_-l.;.b._:n:: _Au tool ad P VN
IRETIN 2..:-99...%.» 3. 0% 10 : 298 a3 13043 Qa

Pomin 08 iada mal 2l (Se2p 2338 o Lo i e
eliim o Momd Sawp X oy Aeme AL Laly

-.\éaoiu;:p l&;:.\.\ \om;ur:‘; : .\o.aoM 7:10...;:2. _a.mo : Tln

¢ .\o.ao_-aho o .\om..q.»; I .\o.:m&a J..uo.u. c.n...o:n

],.4:;.\:9 oc i_:;:u: WLV z_:o::o 2_'1_':; Z_‘a..t_\ J.uLM ! On
a-z_;:_\_\\ \Al:o]_au..':_*nl_. : up_\a: m:\_\.\o

96



3.‘.\:5. m Q..ln . 2..:....::0 LYY LM:#O lﬁu?-\? lw.:l 2—&!.‘050 z...:mol
ma :.....m Wa of &:m: amo l:ud.uano a.m.\_ .s:. o e Fxes
Zaan.:lo

...u.\.-; 03 . ::u.\ ,’\m:. .....m ..:u.: .u.cu.: -nn..m.: }..:om. \..I.nl + pSlon 030
:..nn.p.\. 133 Lh-m *M ooz.\.u.'.:.':: m.\::.é.ﬂo H_Lnoﬂ .Am:.ll —aip a .nm
Mo .sa.uo me haan H-uﬂ © b 992 3..\59: odas o.ﬁlao.b ...p.'r.~5 f.‘m
. 2350 M a.u'.\o J.Nr.,.a.u 3.‘\:1.: R.A:a...:.'r. ls\u.tn...e'l La.na ..SM M.b.-.\,
&_,.z' AW J_A.»o m&... L3t ‘.....;.:mo _-u, _.u:...:.aa 20 &lﬂllﬁ Noa inm
a.:.\."lmm i om Q..z .,.u:n.uo J\n& =.~.= AN -u:."o: z.mq: c:.&.- '-néo L:.::a
g:m-o 4.':_.::.! mou‘ Lo Luooouoo :_m..r\o Héu oo (;u:.ﬁ)

z_:om: a_ma.::) .\o.un.: 550 A3 1.....\.12. 3.:.:..:3...001 z...._m; J_nmo.s. A.s.
;_..u::q J_..n. r‘o cA.,. 2..:0.':; (.\oé..sn.: _a..\-_.l —3% mAu..-.u J_‘I.S.IM J_»._uo:
t‘“” z.m..a:n:: :m.\ 1994 .3 :1 ‘.,.:um u;:Mm: 150 0 2.--L~?-=2. 2_...‘_‘;

ia:uol Lu.l:mS.Aa sm:{!

BT a3 302 1300M) O ¢ anaasil ‘_\...Ja_..r:o TnX DAl LXAXH A
L] 1) . 'I" * - . . . o . . 1 0“
« 33019 La30Ald 3303 LA : e~ iad

Ppdan L oda ed: awl Adde & oo Al :
~+—~’dﬂ-"—‘l 2—»3-» -ncnglﬁ.\ So : l..».q.u_': LY _.;.cnnu ‘;:o_..;..

MA; 1.\.:: z::op ;.A;:.\_'l 015.»9.» 2..1 2_::.».2. |
-:.‘z"nop.»p J’?“T" J_'u_:;.»: : z.\....sm un ;:a.:opo.: LY

L-my-uo Fa2022 a_\o.\...\ ol : Z-u-ao;r o, oﬁ.u-u L IRN
J_u:a.:lo J.g:nlp 1_:;13.: ]._u:ﬂap lo_\ L.:n_-l i_\o

: $nal oo \_\ Lol thaxs \.n.,.l 1ax0xS Pam —AS 61Szg.i -
shhiol oo 1xa8 1axa ;o thoyeda wé odssax

:3.;;1 2.:.110.;.\:,\_1:! p..u.&a Lﬁ:z;;n L-;.‘Dgc!:o 2._;65:! Laxl ;o
c1oen timn 1A A £ poer Loy i At ecrgad

o7



Lh..: :u J.a.:r.u lom: 2.1:9.’:0 L&AA o& z.n.,..... 3.\:.\,.\0 o.\ bn.no ZL\:\:.' q.&
EA o.k_ .n.\n a.mom.: A3 o a.s,.Aa a.m..,.:ms L8 aso 00 . Lm& oo 2o
uaﬁa\ Amn La.ﬁo..h.mo e W maoa smo.‘h.-a I....&._\ Lﬁaao (..-.haﬁ: 3..&.:4
...h...a:a inead i.au..-.r.'na oo i.wa:m ('nou-:u.a ‘...a.d) -:LA: « a0
..bc.. ﬂ::.\o umn& A .t:a.uo 2_1'.:.*.1.::: J..ua: La.u:oan La.u..ta
lcs.-n:m: ia:ur.o zM z.'nnn:o ...-..\m& :.:ona.: 2.1&30.. Mo J.b:l:m
:M O ...q...h.u:: ma NoMoAa ....11 sl:m .\.\ﬂ:l .h:A -n.ﬁ\l ..-....':.sna
oS0 Ags z..u..uo s .MDZ ...:: 0 zA...\,u ms.:.a 4.“.1.15 ..o;...:mo
ax 703 z.»m;.: 2.-.@:5 z..ﬁaan:l.:.: J-z.“:a 08 344 lM.u Ma
....‘!:l.:r :.: a.\a: —5502 ;..x:g.:l NPETEC! ‘zamb: ;.532: mlé,un.‘n mé\ual.ﬁu:
a..mm 120 am,.u zm o ol z.».::m: lm:.u u\::.a 2-1:-\,59 z.u.éom
448 lM—'!: 4::.:& 2.;.:! a: n.‘uu. —3% L:a..:.\é -ndlms.o ﬁma ..m.-:
4.532. 150 Q...a. o'l.\.\,.:lm .u:.Q. r,u:u: L0350 nl_ ‘::.\uoouvo :A,:u... as:.\
4.:1:.\.9 ..:'.‘u. ..‘mc Z.AM:o J.A....a.:l: z..u: 2..::.\,::‘.30 2.:.12.

nS\ L*SAAO J.An.\.uoa ..MAS: 3.50:: L.b:sa M...:nm 3am l"° q.’\...q
S I...m&o J..So:: ‘om)n.no:o ....m.a.l:n& ':L& .\Anﬁoa 3..:.:!.-\: 2.1:3.: z.u:m
L me =X o3 z.a\n.m ) L.u.z tum ';an o2 _p..ﬂ.:a o J_lor % 0
m.::z: J.solo J.b&\m 2.1\:...-&. ql.'r..d LUA-'I“D z.a\:l.&o 18361 A.Mo
a.m:.;z: ;...mg =azo 4.:.;.::9 = 0 ‘.n.:: 06 .}.\5 nnn..:\: Lm.z
182 338 ...Al ..'r.aa.uo A...-l:ll:l i...n...'una ...-m&o 3.\.\,!: "ﬂé. u.&\n...»..:.b:e
iz 1850 .sm 1840 am . g Lu::.-.l:a PR L...:a&o AN .19
n:m.'r. 01.3.1.'.5 i.m.-.lo 2.:1..: ilols0 ai.:n.n:lﬁo Mﬁ .\oql.'r.n& i...;o&\l:l
..\.\,.u 1920 ..\ul 1915 lé.u. oo :-:::.m 3.1.:0. \ocul:..."io .\&\O‘lu‘.'l J.a.u.\l
szm:ou ‘ooﬁ.:.p.ﬂ zau.x; z.aLa ;.uo:.-m t.:..ln J.mu J...am.\:.: z.._mso
m.'r..a.n :.ms.o 1s00ld z....:m .&a a.\.,.\,.n LT AT :.aa.a.\_ J.:uA muo
J.u..u.b:l 2...:0&1.:

:.\u::ﬁ J...!_.ao 2.\ TR J..oq.na'o m...s.m ﬁ.-i. ¢3.=M h:o&l s 00
2.'\'3.1 nZ20 u,.ém: a.mo:..&.\ & o L:MS L:..J.o ‘ ;:m: J.l..-.uoe u&;\
NamiNd 3..1.'.::.!: N:mmm J.wl:l 1i. :..ll T cﬁa i l-l-l 10n36AL A.\ao:i
-nm.nt\uMoJ.\ 2_'1...:#3 Lin J-\- g.vf Z-HEM 2-3-\,!0 z.dodq ...\.11 ...m.Aa
...ml...\o:_m.-,& o 2...\4: o 2...\:.: 06 J.l goro sw .ﬁmame‘.&o

58



‘.u.r.uo: L\...u_..l:.n ;..\:..a.u ;.x:s.o 1...:5.’.\.

Q.&:o:s 0304 \03..‘0.': Aas um.s‘ Sa30 L:_a..:.n ;.....':

3.\.:;1: mm .M. la\ho ,..~ 2.\_1.1 ....01...\.-. Y a.».so:w J.‘L-.A, 000 J...:om
L33 *0013 i.g.b: \Sa Ol oom... _ulo M S Az .\:m: M\M oa&:w:
) ...-:. ..3010 o0 -uomm = L—MM. T .kma i.\a.».l .\ocﬁ m:nﬁ ....‘.’s!
2.\0.:.::.30 um:ﬂl .uoﬁ Lgto .L.:oM ..m: z.:.:d ool :m 3-1- l:oouom
Larto -n:uu o J..:.t auoL: L..:oo;..:n 25...\, 238 abol L3 :.:.\n...u...:un}
N T A 3..‘:\..“1: ;m 0 2.:: H Solo hoal) a...n.».. ..L'ln& 800~ 3..':..~5
\....wu N3 al . oA HLada

l..t.‘.’tho .a:m L.:L.a kd—hﬁhﬂ-ﬂ 2..1.\.. M :M: R...aoa\l .A\q.:l
ul:l\.-'z.é.lqio zmo:.u.b..: 011... 2.».».3.5 ..m....uo :.». A 3_~.:a| J.U.\a.A.uo
i.m.:.».m 3.\.~n. oo “pn..:l .\m: -au;.ua Q.:-J. Froa A...‘n u\...um
.:...m; o .m..m u\z: .Lq .»;..a dao e z.:....s.-u ;.a.\uoo h:nnh z.axun...m
odn z....As :'.:no; <X o M :M: .\a\m.n ..».’::.n .a “\L\o.un.-m q..uo
:n.u o3 muuz oo Lm 032 zS...n:o uxam..m.: u:.ﬁ.'mo J.a.-u.!\ a.:....\a
:.:....\5 (o Z.L\.iuel ama3 :.m.\».m ol u\..n.\z za\unm Loan 10 . fannXS0
A...um 2..1.1...-\ 000 ...poqa ood! ....!ao 35 LTS 2.&...1.»09 Mul.-d 2...1:*5
..u.: i’.u:o J-h-l:b ala fA\ &.n..\.um Lh.:} J.Qna:no A..u.n.oa coq ..Aqln
'n:u: o3 _..:za J.:\aa 0 :.;:z EARE m.\.. z.:...a: XQT w0 30T 07 M-..-.u.
+ 0

81 S0 (2 o.\a $msoms A n...\...uu,m INE N mu, Wl
ushn.. HO 350 J.n.,.u z_-nm = a..a...-v...e: z....m...a ;.nouu Haxd aazd
ah'b _\ 3...10:'.1 l:o&. u\tnho )..01..5.:: n.\a J.Ann&.&o J.Noa.uo
,.:m..:u A mmm ‘Mul u La:ox i.-u:m on.\.: ol Laxiop z.‘.\n.m..ma
z.n:uo .)q z.mo:q.: 00 z.n.é ua.. w0 .u:a A cll.a z:.m_-m u.hn g..g.op;
zaau s :.Muu o Ladns pams a.au ,{x.. :.a.ux mod ol L 18l
2.;.5..\! i.;“..:.io:i Ao Lgomo J.\@A: .\ocl.&.\vlﬂ .....o-....am: . A3So map
Hada ooy Weag ‘..01..&.1.\ ol . u...&*.m:.os..m..m...u B33 jalgm b
. za\...'r.an ZMoa J.lne.\, A&L 2.\...\:0 150 6 3....:.\,.: na J...nl\,o J.n.aaa ;.hq!a

59



Governor Jim Edgar of Illinois was
presented with two Assyrian dolls from
Ms. Shmoney Matko. Malko was re-
cently awarded the Community Com-
mendation Award for her service and
contributions to the Assyrian
community.
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The Catholic Church and the
Assyrian Church of the East
reconcile their 1,500 years of
Christological misunderstanding






